ON THE SCREEN
{From Npencer Nirong)

Worner Bros. are making Toiwcard the
Unknown, and 20th Contury-Fox On the
Threahold of Space, both semi-documentary
in churocter. The latter film, introducing
space medicing to the =screen, will he tha
Imst screen appearance of the late John
Hodlak. who dled of a heart attack during
production. Dr. Heint Haber Is a sclonce
cansultant for Disney on A Trip to Mars
and Qur Friead the Afom. Warner's Animal
World features dincsaurs reported to be
rome of aniciatar Harrvhausen's best work.

Jack Finney's nove! “The Hody Snatchera™
hita been fllmed — completed some time ago,
but since withheld fa: unspecified nltera-
tionx. Title ks naw Th=y Came froin Another
Worid. Original, ¢h:

Maonster-desizner Paul Blaisdell Is work-
ing on The Flend from Ouler Space ond It
Stalka by Night . . . Corinthia Productions
are making Steord In tie Sky, in which an
uncontrolled ntomic missile s loose over-
head . . . Verne's “From the Earth to the
Moon™ Is announced (er fllming in France.

MAGAZINES

No serial will immediately follow Wilson
Tucker's “The Time Masters” In New
Worlds: instead. for =meveral imaues long
novelettes will be featured by E. C. Tubb,
James White and Jobn Brunner. The next
serial will be n two-part shart novel by J. T.
McIntoah -~ “A particularly fine short
novel,” says Editor John Carneil, “which
has not been published anywhere else owing
to {ta awkward length.” Tucker bas wrilten
a requel, “Time Bomb,” already published in
the U.SA. but it Is impoasibla to say yet
whether it will run in New Worlds later en.
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Shotwn here: Iaaues B (January, 1958) and 6
(Feliruary) of Australia’s Science Fictian
Monthly; two mneic British Nova notels,
“The Dreaming Jewela”, by Theodore Stur-
geon nud “Jack of Eagles”. by Jumes Blish.
Nova's further plana are unfixed.

Fourth in Atlas Publications of Mel-
bourne'a Science Fletlon Library aseries of
paperbacks ls “Worlds in Balance”. which
includes *Hidden \Worlds™: twa novelettes
by American writer F. L. Wallace. A big
improvement over the firast 1hree, it anly
in being new to Auatrzlia.
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“Time and Agnin" s only Incidentally
about time travel. It Is mainly nbout nn
Interstellar nge, whose cultures are unified
In a dangerous stasls of human hegemany.
Besides non-humans there are pasudo-
humans, androids who aspire to equnlity and
robots who know they cannol. A situnlion
like that hns figured In science fictlan
storien before, hut thls time there bhas been
some thought about the ethics ef It. The
actlon of the book arises from a dlscovery
that must change the situation radieally.
From Helnemann, 10/8,

The firm of Ward, Lock are producing a
series of "Mcdern Novels aof Sclence and
Imagination.” having as its advisory editer
Lance Sleveking. who wote “Stampede” and
“The Ultimate Island” some thirty years
BTO. Sleveking himselfl appe¢ars with A
Private Volcano.” Jonathon Burke has
“Pursuit Through Time,” Others are “A
World of Difference” by Raobert Conquest
and "\When the Moon Dled” by Richard
Savage,

“G.0.G. 868" hy John Tnine (Rich &
Cowan, 9/8) ls the eecond Talne novel from
this firm. and, incidentally secand pub-
Itshed in Britaln. Like “Seeds of Life” and
most of Taine, It has a blological theme,
Lhe initials standing for “General Order of
Genetica." 22 years separate the two books,
this one¢ having firs! appeared In 1534
{Fantany Fresa).

The British edition of Galary Science
Fiction started with the second anniver-
sary lksauve instead of the firsl: one of the
maoat serlous consequences of this was that
the Britleh public missed * Gravy Planet,”
a serial by Federik Pohl and Cyrl! Korn-
bluth, a novel about n world of wastefully
overproduclive Industry. It'a a grim, terri-
fylng future because it's all too truly pos-
sible. The world is overpopulated and over-
exploited so far that cities are built on plies
in the ocean for want of land, and vagrants
pay rent for the fire escapea they sleep on.
Everything costs money. eéven hreathing
(you need smog fiterd in the streels in a
huilt-up area’), bribery fs normnl and offi-
clally orgonised., and advertlsing, the domli-
nant arlatocratie activity., iz all-pervading
and overwhelming. Rerources are used up
to the point where food It maolnly yeast,
alpae and synthetics. Oank is o preclous
materia) for Jewellery, fuel Is 20 cxpensive
that even millionairea” carm are pedal-rick-
shaws. There {3 8 pneminal chamber of
vommerce government, but no public ser-
vices, incurtry having taken aver police.
malls, utllitles and you nome It. But it's
nol grim reading. ¥Fohl and Kornbluth tell
the story of how this huckster's paradise
responded to the challenge of interplanetary
expanslon with polnted and not at all good-
natured eatire thnt is a joy to read. And
now you can rend It as “The Spnce Mer-
chants.” published by Helnemann (104,

If you enjoyed Paul Capan's previous
boaks {*'T'he Other Side of the Sun.” etc.),
take a look at “ The Wonderbolt.” Written
mainly ax a cleak and dagger thriller. It
has a thin plot from the older sclence fic-
tlon, revolving nround one of thoze extra-
terrestrial objects of remarkable powem
which were popular a generatian ago.

“Burn, 1Witch, Bum“ by A. Merritt
(Neville Spearman, 11/8) is ane of the later
Merritt ncyvels, modern metropolitan magle
and mystery In the Sax Rohmer manner.
quite uniike the earller fantastic adventuse
with lost roces. A flim bhased on thls one
was mnda nbout twenty yearn ago, called
The Devil Doll, and a paper covered edition
wax printed in England at the time. Other-
wise we believe there have been no other
British editlons of Merrit2, which in o pity.
His earller novels contributed something to
aclence flctlon particularly influencing
other writers like Jack Willlamson — and
they would atand reprinting. In America
they reappeared in numerous pockethook
and megarine printings and reprintings,
enjoying a popularity in the E. E. Smith
class. Yet only this one minor novel hns
appeared on the Britiah acene. Why? Why
“ Burn, Witch, Burn,” which la enjoyable,
but not really exceptional, Instead of “The
Moon Pool” for many years one of the twa
or three most popular atories tn the field
and one of the most oftan demanded re-
printa? \Why not “ Dwellers In the Mirage."
n splendid lost-race fantasy? Why not “The
Metal Monster™ {alternatively called “The

Metal Emperor”i, which has apparently
never been In hard covers at all?

Austrslinn readers should note that the
hook “Jaurney Inta Space" by Charlea Chil-
tcn is maf the story of the radlo zerial
“Journey Inta Space” which is running at
present on some =tations, but la based on an
earlier BBC serinl nbout a8 Moon expedition.
There 9 n book verslon of the serial we
know ns “Journey Inte Space” due shortly
hut it'a enlled “ The Red Planet.” (Heebert
Jenkinns, B:8.1

Ace Books of New York siarted to make
thelr mark In the sclenes fictlon fNeld last
yeur with the striking Innovation of the
Ace Doubly Book twa books bound back
1o back In n compact pocket editlon with
two front cavers, More recently they have
nlso done conventionn) alngle books as well
Bul theto'a more to it than the novelty, for
o gaod selectlon of titde: has appeared.
Editor Donald A. Wallhelm, n leading fan
hefore the war nnd with wlide experience
of BF, reports: "We are keenlng  pretty
closely to a monthly schedule of releases in

{Continued on poge 4
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Admirers of Dr. E. E, Smith wlil be de-
lighted to hear that “Fimt Lensman” is on
the way from Boardman (8:6), Thiz is a
novel written after the completion of the
Lensman seriea to bridge the historical gap
hetween  “Triplanetary™ nand “Galactle
Patrol.” To bring new readers up to date,
Smith wrote “Triplanetary” in the early
‘thirties; scheduled far Astounding (which
actually used a cover lllustrating it, we be-
lieve --- March, 1933) and returned when the
original publishers. Clayton Corporation,
went out of businesa, it fAinally appeared In
Amaring Stories as a serial (Jan.-Apr., 1934).
Smith made & new start, avolding some af
the faults of his original “Skylark” novels,
which had introduced Interateliar Hight to
sclence fictlon: in “Triplanetary™ the action
begingy on an interplanetary scale, a first
interatellar contact ond conflict provides
maost of the action. and finally faster-than-
light travel s achieved by Smith's impartant
concept of an inertia-free siate of mattar —
the first suggestlon of a loophole In the
Limiting Velocity and the precursor of to-
doy‘s nasumed “ overdrive.”

“Galactic Patrol” (Astaunding, September,
1837-February, 1938) hegins at n much later
time, when Interstellar travel is common-
place, contacts have been made with
numerous non-human cultures, and 8 huge
Galactic Patrol organization Is keeping the
peace against organised opposltion. From
the recognition that the “pirates” they are
fighting are part of & definite mavement in
oppasition to “Civilisatlon™ as a whole,
through successive campalgna as the nature
and scope of the enemy ia discavered and
its influence is attacked, a connected story
continues thraugh “ Grey Lenaman,” “Second
Stage Lensman” and “Children of the
Lene™  Although decrled hy some as mere
extenslon of primitive sdventure Actlon Into
coamic dimensions, the eerles ls, In facl,
carefully thought out nnd developed with =
wealth af detall, and has much to recom.
mend {t.

“First Lenaman” fills In much background
informotion on the early period af iInter-
stellar expansion. the variety of possibhie
intelligent life forma, nnd the formation af
the Patrol. The mast stralghtforward novel
in the series, it Ia also In many waya the
most interesting.

You may hove had the frustrating experi-
ence af reading the first parl of "“The
Escape” In Space Science Fictlon rome time
ngo, n two-part gferinal by Paul Anderson
which began In what proved ta be the final
fx#rue. Now 3ycu can read thin excellent
navel complete ss “Brain Wave” (Heine-
monn, 16'é). It has that rarity. n genuinely
new banic ldea npever before used, and
Andernon doen it jusiice. Brlefly, it i3 pos-
tulated that for geologlcal ages the Solar
syniem has heen in a reglon of the Gnlaxy
where n naturn! force fleld hax o slight

retarding effect on eleciric currents. Earth
moving out af the ar¢a Inlo normal space.
there i85 a sudden change &8s nervous
gyatems - evolved ta work under a haondi-
cap gain in efficlency. Normal IQ treblen,
mental defactives become competent. snd
animala begin cogitating. Andersan came
up agnlnst one of sclence fiction's toughest
prablems In trying ta visunlise n culture
that ks human in eomposition, but definitely
superhumsan in ita development. He suc-
ceeds pretty well. Besides belng a con-
vincing, entertalning book, “Braln Wave™
is In the Stapledon class as stimuolus to
thought about cur future,

“Costigan's Needle" hy Jerry Sahl is the
fizst of this writer's novels to see British
publication (Announced from Grayson and
Grayson). Wa don't recall him writilng any
magazine stories, but he has done soversl
novela an variouns= themes, all with foir

popular success, Thia one is an Interdimen-
ajonal plat

“Star Bridge” by Jack Willlamsan and
Jomes E. Gunn (Gnome, 23) is a novel
based on the consequences of travel fanter
than light. It in an interesting parsdox
that befare coven interplanetary flight has
been achieved, much leas Interatetlar, aclence
fAction has discuased s cultural implica-
tiona fairly thoroughly, thoroughly enough
that Ita inescapable limitations under cur-
rent physical theory are visible. Unless
there §a same kind of loophole in the Mmlt-
ing velacity af light. other solar sysatemas
will naver be much less remate than to-day,
in terms of actunl communlecation as distinet
from aworeneas. Only if there is some wav
around the light barrer to the aclence of
the future ¢can we ecver think of interstellar
flight s3 wo do to-dny of Mars. “Star
Bridge” imngines such n method, kept us =
trade secret, and [eading Inevilably ta an
interstelinr despotism: that's the netling for
n hrenthtaking thriller with faint echoes of
" After World's End.” Very much better.
however,

Time travel presents rome formldahle
problems to the writer. Wella, and other
writers who used the iden for the next
thirty y»cars or xo, nnd Indeed plenty of
writers up to the present. |gnored most of
the difficullies nnd uwsed §t simply ax n
deviee far Introducing the reader o o past
or future era. But after Charles Cloaukey
wrote  “ Annchronismi,” “Parndex” and
“Paradox Plus" time travel stories began to
be written more as sclence fiction thaon n=
fantasy, ax the conditions of lemponnutics
were investigated. Clifford D. Stmink's *Tlme
and Again* (first puhllshed in Galariy mx
“Time Quarry™) hn: a background of care-
fully 1thought out temponautical theory, hut
theres n lot more healdes.
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this field, moat of them In our Ace Double
Novela format. Amongst our most recent
publicatians have been a new novel by Philip
K. Dick called ‘Solar Lottery” with Leigh
Brackett's 'The Bilg Jump'; Poul Ander-
son’s 'Na Warld of Their Own® (serialised in
Astounding ns ‘The Long Way Home');
fanac Asimov's '"The 1,000 Year Plan' {our
title of ‘Foundation’); fellowed by “The
AMnan Who Upact the Universe’ (this Is ‘Foun-
datlon and Empire); Jack Willlameon'a
‘Dome Around America’; Sam Merwin's
“Three Facea of Time' (‘House of Many

Worlds'). One out for December s o new
anthology entitled ‘Adventures cn Other
Flanets.” In January there whl be ‘The

Atom Curtaln® by XNick Baddie Williams,
with "Alien from Arcturua' by Gordon Dick-
gon. We have & new top-notch novel hy
Philip K. Dick, as yet unscheduled, for some
time in 1858.

We haven't yet seen A Short History of
the Future” by R. C. Churchill {W. Laurie,
12/63, which la described as a critical work
reviewing works by ~Orwell, Wells, Hux-
ley, ete.. That comblnatlon of names,
however, 18 a danger aignal. Approach It
with coution.

There's snother book which wo wauldnt
advise anvone to npproach even with cau-
tlon. It probably qualifies as fletlon, though
saome authorities might differ. I'a called
~Ta-morrow Revealed”, its “author” is one
John Atkins, whose chief cialm to fame
secma to be thaot he has written a book
mbout tif you will excuse the expreasion)
George Orwell. Neville Spearman pub-
lished it.

It's a pacudo-history of the future to
about A.D. 3750, based on numerous sclence
fAction books and some short stories. He
doesn't bother listing them. but for ex-
amplea: Wells' “War of the Worlds™, C. S.

Lewla theologleal fantasies, Huxley's
“Brove New World", Orwell's “1884"

CGraver “Seven Days in New Crete”, Stew-
art's “Earth Abldes”, Conningten’s “Nord-
enhalt's Milllon™, Russell's “Sinister Bar-
rler™. van Vogt's “World of Null-A™, Wynd-
ham's “The Kraken Wakes™, tha Kuttners'
“Home Is the Hunter”. Shaara's “Orphans
of the Void”. And lets more.

Na coherence, naturally. SF. nuthars da
nal write for a fool trying ta reconcile thelr
gueeses, dreams and predictions with each
other. Minor stupidities are legion, and
Atkina lan't the brijilant wit he scems to

think he is. The attempts at profound
thought are Orwell-Huxley-Brad bury
standard.

SF. IN GERMANY

(Fram Julina Farr)

The monthly Utopla Grosshand has begun
publishing an extra “middic-of-the-month™
isaue, with o serles of future detective
storiez by Wolf Detlef Rohr, a prolific if
nzt very imprezsive writer, thua effectively
adopting twilze-monthly schedule. The alter-
nate lasues. cach a single novel with a short
readers’  department, are siill  fealuring
translationz from English by writers like
Eerl Cameron, Lee Elllott, E. IR. Kennedy.
Curt Slodmnk's ** Ridera to the Stars,” hased
on the fllm, was o recent title. An experi-
mental "Sonderband” issue contalning
seviial novelettea and ahorts is due ghortiy.

Edilor Walter Ernsting has founded the
Sclence Fiction Club Deutachiand, aimed at
bringing Utlopin': readers together and en-
coirnging formstion of local groups. Club
memberabip goes with zubscription to the
mnopazine, and a club bulletin, Andromeda,
ia*mafled with 1. The SFCD wiil hold its
fitat nalional Convention next summer —
meanwhile, Independent fan activitiea are
afoat, with zeveral rfan publications.

IN GENERAL

Well, that was 1985 It hoan't seemed o
year of remarkable advances in sclence
fiction. bul In years ahead we may be ablae
ta troce back quite n lot to some of its
events.

It hos heen n year of sctbacks for the
magnzines: but do not forget the repeated
peitern. Every few yenrs o number of new
mngnzines are lnunched 1o cnrh In on an
imaginary sudden boom. Few of them
achleve mnything beyond overloading the
fisld. There is room for only a few maygn-
zines at o time, partlcularly good ones.

Book publishing was a stendier prop-
osltion. and there were probably many
more worth while books published than in
1854 or 1953, especially in England. There
were probably Just os many really bad
boaks labelled science fiction, nlas,

But, without getting over-optimlstic, we
think the general trend was far better
work. There was less complacency and more
interest in whot can be wrong with sclenee
fictlon among editors and critica.

In our estimatlon, the beat book of the
year was Arthur Clarke'a “Earthlight™;
ouiatanding magnzine, Astounding. Impor-
tant events—well, that's for posterity, or at
any rate next lssue,
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