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TRAVELS + «#&homare to the Tiret roin and L0g We have seen in al-
S Rar an ”*ﬁﬁrt Shat 1::gth :f Laa o Ah s i ES G e e GO e L
'l‘----%-*“%gfif'.%.“i?thu nleasure o? shower-bathing in was the clash of
three mighty electrical storhn comovhere in the Indian Ocean near
the Equator. gince then 1t Lag been very stormy for the Nazi's and
Ttalians, to our lasting satisfaction.

Readlng the 1issues of Fido
that have aﬁpearau during our absense we observe that a few alrgrapﬁ

letters of ours have reached home: that there has been much going
and coming amongst fans; arrivalsg from the States; and that it seems
to have been Baby Time in Britain €00 What are we -- a man or a
mouse?

To our repret we never guite caught up with Sphinxy Temple —-
we arrived in Cairoe only to find that he had moved on to the Tunils
area a month before; we moved from Sicily into Italy to find that he
had followed us into 57bl]W‘ and now we have left Italy we hear that
he has arrived in our _OQJHPlﬂt. there and is probably chasing the
tedeschi still further backe Of other fans in the Middle Dast we
saw and heard 1little, ,Jthough we had =ome amazing meetings with
non-stf people we knewv from the olad home tovm, and many were . the
carousels on looted Italian wine.

»s9vecesccecs Pum PAST FEIGHT PULL MOONS - have borne great signifi-
. FULL MOON 15";-ucmm3c= to us in our travels. »Bach one has brought new
., ODYSSEY + 2%,scencs and strange places, and stranger adventures --
% until our travels have read stranger even than fic-
at f :,tiJH: So that these plimpses of life in the raw are
novt lost upon posterity we have been writing a Dbook about them —-
WRoo-ey, A Travelog 0L The Little Poxes" will never see print owing .-
to 1it's rawness, bulb may make interesting reading to a private audi-
ence after the war.

F“?Gh full moon found us sweltering in the heat
of the tropics somcvhere off Prectown, Sierra Leone. The long weeks
of | 1dleness w1tu n_thing to read produced from three of us a naval
geme taking six hours 6r more %o p]ayo The game became the craze of
the ship, and gecus to have sgnread throughout Fleet'clircles,for when
vic  reached a Maorth Afwvicaon port a few months ago we found that 2k
was belng nlayed b, oilficeis and men there complete to the final de-
o hiaiflls of rules. (Pateont applied Lfor)s

At this time, too;,; we under-
took to edit and nroducc a 4-pape ship's nevwspaper every other day.
tpropical Times" Dbeeame guite a success during our 8-week voyage,and
we wrote several conbtroversial articles anent astronautics, ghosts
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and telepathy which raiscd local storms. Asbronautics was hotly de-
bated in the Officers' Lounpe and we Tinally had +o give a lecture

()]

to some 200 of them, explaining the simpler more fundamental prinw-
ciples =~ our brain couldn't go decper than that, not having the
uish

depth that Pilot Officer Clarke has. Needless to say that the o
bogey of whether a rocket could iorit in spacc or not cropped up, and
many bets have been placed upon nur proof or disproof of the fact.

The
full moon in April was under idyllic conditions -~ it shoneé across
the outline of Table Mountain, Cape Tovm, while we were delving in
a. variety of sscondhand bookstalls loaded down with pro mags — on
loan only, as the supply had bcen sitopped from USA. May saw us
watching a movie show in an open-alr cinema at Suez —- it happened
to be Disney's "Fantasia" again, while June moon leered dovm at i}
from across the mountains in thc heart of Syrias July illuminated
the Sphinx and Pyramids under a mysterious light, and for fleeting
moments of magic woven by the sonorous voice of . an Egyptian guide
we were transplanted back to the days of the Pharoah's.

July saw a
different scene -- the battle of Catania Plain in Slecily, with hugs
fires burning from the aerodrome: of cones of red flak Tloating sky-
wards in thec protecection of our ports and beaches; the roar of ar-
tillery barrages, and the chatter of machineguns.

August brought’ ai-
most a total eclipse of the moon, a calculatced fact as we stealthiiy
crept in on a commando rald on Messina, allowing us to get ashore
undre darkness only to be pinned dowvm on a mile stretch of road Tor
a whole day by Cerman and Italian guns from tho mainland. September

saw us again viewing a movie, this time only a few miles behind 8tn
Army frontline in Southern Italy, with Gencral lontgomery as guast,

of honor. So rapid has our movements been that October full mao
shone on us once again at a movic show, this time back in N. Afy!

while the DNovember one peered filtfully dovn upon us in the setti-.
of our Editorial address.

T kL AS WE FLUNG BACK the rolletop desk a veritable flooc
CHANGING ¥i. of mags, letters and fanzines flooded out, which have
. FANDOM + ?ﬁntaken many days ho mulls throughs Now from the seeming
%%?$”$$*m$$§%n0haosj we view the chanpges that have taken place this
TEREUEVIERYY. yoar during our abpense, and can perhaps glve a SULVGCY
from a fresh viewpoint. We welcomed the return fto small 8lze of AST
bemoaning the fact that the large size spoll tho bookshelf, but more
or less happy in the knowledge that we stlll have a complete flle of
the mag. So Unknown has gone? The last issue wc had was Doc. 1942
Presumably onc or GLwo IMOrce WCre published hefore it disappeared intc
1ts 4th-dimecnsional rcaln, from whenee it came?
The first yarn we
rcad was van Vogt's "The Weapon Makers," and once again hand tt *o
AB Tor a supcrb story, topped only by his carlier offort "Slan." Tn
our estimation "The Veapon lMakers" far outstrips any of the old mac.
terpieaces of Smith, ¥illiamson, Vincent, Simalk, Cummings,etec. There
is a forccfulness behind the writing and a beautiful layour of
plot formation and characterisation.
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Ve . -feel that we are so far be=
hind the times with reading at the moment that it would be a waste
of time to review or analysec any stories or issues. Later, perhaps,
if necessary. Meanwhile, <+there seems plenty of room for random
thoughts, especially about fandon.

pring our eight months absense wa
observe: that the Tface oi Cfandon hine changed in Britain even more so;
the signs have been cvident 7oy nearly two years that there will be
a vast difference afler the wuar -- that British fans will not revert
baeck to the same condlitions as existed for them before 1939. We can
predict the following, having mentally reviewed the situation, that
+the newer fans who have become knovi during the war years will be
the leaders of the new fandom that will rise from the Toundations
they have been buildihg gince 1841. I'his 1is not a prediction that
the older fans inbend to fade out -~ Mmany of them will return i'rom
their travels overseas and become Just as active as previously, bul;
in the main, we feel that ths old-timers will want to take a back
seat, although still retaining thcir inverest in fandom and fantasy.
We take this view mainly becausc of 4he number of fans who have been
married since the war began:; many of them now having families, and
their leisure time ~will bDbe curtailed considerably in nursing f
babies and keeping the woll from the door in general. Also, we i
of meny fans who ardently wish to erash the filction markets, and we
predict that they -won't be able to continue fandom as they used o
if they devote their“Spare time to writing.

Fendom then will s14312 bs
carried by the younger members, which is as 1y should be; for ther
she feeling that thers is & ruling cligue of older Tans holding uhe
reins will be "abolished.

=

As For ©Tthe revival of the Science . Tictliocw:
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Association and the continuance of the present British Pantasy Soc.
iety, we can only ‘spcak as an observer and not as an authority, Lo
the destiny of the former is in the hands of the Zxecutive Committes
when they reform after the war. Our personal fcelings in the manioo
is that mueh good could come from an amalgamation of the two, oo
pining the best aspects of each and utilising to the full the con-
nections that both have builit up. That is Tor the future, however.
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RIST OF THIS COLUMN will be made up of random
e thouphts which might be of intercst to you. our re-
: from Italy to W.Africa was marked by one of
steries of the sca, vebry conmon in warfare.
swcd the Mediterranean in bad weather for small
egrafs, . and s davm broke onc-morning we found we werc sane 5 miles
offi Gape Born, “Tunls. Avway on our starboard gquartcr floated some-
thing which at fivet we took to be a U-boat, but upon closer exam-
inetion turned out to b2 the broken stern of a US LOT, which had

broken her back during the night owing to the rough sea. No sign of
1ife came from her -- only tac US flag fluttered occasionally from
t's mast. Tikec pirvates of old we boarded her, .for there's stiil
rize money bto be had for derclicts, as well as loot abosard.

The crew

T =
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had gon¢ eVerboard on thc 1lifec rofts ag Tar as we could maké Sut. In
Ttheir dlarters a gold wrist wetch still ticked away beside a bunk
everybthing was normal cxcept for the foot of watcr slopping round
the messdeck. . « and thon we made a find, The February AST; and
oné of Thorne Smith's books, " . 'he Glorious -Pool."

: MANY THANKS TO AIL
of you who wrote us whilec wec wors avay. Unfortunately no - mail
rcached us from mid-August until our return herc, so three months of
corrcspondence will doubtless arrive sometime in 1944 A postal
from Les Johnson somevherc ncar Alglers was rcceived by us somcvhere
ncser Algiersd Despite 10 days of enguiry we failed to. aig him up
although we werc probavly o.dy 3 miidés £rom him.

‘e hear that Sphinxy
Tommle obtained some Verne books printed in Italian whilec in Siclly.
Presumably he bought them with legitimate Military Money -~ the
sucker: And we were there in the first throcs of lotting and could-
nt find:anythiag worth 1lifting in" the book line, cxcent some mothe-
caten copics of "ILa Vic Parisionnc.™
] A8 THTS TS BLING VRITTSN we are
hoping that one of thosc rarc and iniregucnt got-=togcthors at Frank
Arnold's apartment ncar Balkor Strcet wlll materialise in a few days.
The Last One that we rcmember there was on the ocecasion of our re-
turn from the Horth African invasion, one yecar ago now, and it aglso
marked the farcwell beer-up in honor of Sphinxy Pemple. Guess we've
been guitec a way since thon. This © time wo'rs hoping that some or
one of the American fans that arc in this country will Dbe able to
attend. After all, thosc old London gathcrings vrere quitc famous in
their way. >
ithile we wiere gettin
Willmorth from Shanp-i-la visited 8
morc than quiect vhen we arc away, so he probabl dn't have a very
cxciting visit w. we should warn all you Death's Deputies that the
remainder of the denizcne of the Sand Castlo drc merely fantasy
readers and delve not into the mysterics of fandom. However, we
hepo to meet Gus and others before long ~~ and pan a column about
thom shortly.

BY THE. WAYV,.GHOULS, that mystoriously-rime—jumped ailr-
graph of ours To JIIR dated Jualy 22 and arriving July Bth rcally is
on the level -- although it was probably 4th-dimensianal level, Par
stranger things havpen in Cairo, belicve us. As we remember, we werc
pltting Arab fashion, facing Mceccea, contemplating oyrp navel, on the
day we wrote that graph, - and after & dugky=iyod maiden had eleancd
the bottles away we wrote the gaping public. The finished script
was posted in a shimmering translucent box which Tloated before our
cyes somcwhere in'the neighbourhood of Shenheard's and the YMCA , and
at the same time we crossed the palm of a cross-cycd crone with a
dirty white beard with a crovwm. e meon that we crossed herp Palm
Wibis e omwme, biiav ;o yedgroﬁ§6d¥§ar boar@_with a_palm;a,q:L should
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anyhow -- somnchoiwe

g gielk of thesi liount Ztna, Gus
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