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Now that the long feared shadow has fallen
80lidly upon the world snd war rages without
our shores, fans can well speculate upon just
what 1t willaall mean. And perhaps among the
speculations wlill be: what of those horrifie
weapons of destruction and incredible devasta-
tion that astf authors have so often written?
%11l the presemt hclocaust bring forth some new
Plague. unleaah some new and uncontrollahle
forces winich will wipe The eart. clean of human
{and perhaps all)life? At the beginning
of the last war, such questions would have bean
laughed away, consideration of them dismissed
most lightly. But nowo...how much has science,
prostituted by madmen, discovered in the way of
maas desolation? Your columnist herewith prea-
ents his views on the subject for what they
are worth,

I feel thst we need neot feser znd such
developements., Were history a zeries of unpre-
dictable accidents snd such charnces and whims
of individuslis, thep perhspe these nightmares
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might well be dresded » but history 1s no such
thing. War, famine, economioc orisis are ali
man-mades, man-controlled and predictalble, Thia
Present war, just as the last war, 1s beling
801d the the public under false snd misleading
slogans, As before, each side i3 being assured !
that they are fightinp for Just and sane and
ultimately bsneficial reascns, And as the 3
ieaders of both sides are lying and decelving
thelr people “jUst &S ThHey ‘did before,

The present war is belng waged by a partic-
ular set of people for their own
interests, They know their objectives and how
they intend io resch them. Ons group will lose:
that 1s a foregone conclusion. But ueithier
group dares to use uncontrocllable wearpons
because they intend to win and to profit by
their gains, As before,; they must win, but they
must not defeat their oppensnt too badly:
there must be enough left for the winner to
enjoy his victory and for the loser to pay and
Pay and pay. Thus, no matter how desperate
cne side Decomes, they will accept momentary
defeat(in the hopez of winning agsin lator)
rathet than wipe out the whole game  ‘The instr-
uments of elther side msy be madmen bLut they
2re madmen controlled by individuals who know
Just what they are doing, To a certain extent,
destruction will be uncontroiled; a cortain
amount of appalling alaughter will hte sllowed
in pilans.Bur enough losers will be permitted
Lo livs to pay for the game: thus complete dos-
olation will not be allowed.

1t 18 fo the interests of beth sides to
pretend that they are fighting against utter
madmen and fiends, To pretend further Shat
rhey represent senity while the other side rep-
reassnts barbarism and © mplete desolation, and
rerrogression. Actually they both represent
24 soclety which ia obsolete, cerrupt; and

CONTINUED ON 18
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THE runPOSn OF SCIsRCk ¥ICTION
--=by D.W.F, Mayer---

1 should just 1like to say a few words
about the new sociologicel movement which
is beginning to developementin science fictiou
circles, "There are some today, i know, wno
firmly believe in science fiction for
science fiction‘s sake, Zhey balieve in sub-
scribing “o the four science fiction mag-
1zines, in reading them with the attitude
of sarnedt critcs, in writing to the editors
and authorsa, in collecting fan magazines,
stills from stf films, cartocn strips, etc,, ‘an
and in general making a kind of religlous
cult ot of aclence fiction, I think we all
. do this to a certain extent,

But to those who sre firmly convinced
that this should notbe the be-all and end all
of science fiction; I heve a question to ask-
"why?™ Why do they all read acience fiction
and eagerdY and collect the magazines? Why
do they subscribe to the fan magazines which,
with about half-dozen exceptions, are
wobthless? Why do they pester editora, pub-
lishers, and writers? and above all, why sare
they monomaniacs with the cne fixed ildea of
spreading science fictiony

Do thev apresd scientce fiatiecn haceuse
they wish to increase the prcfits of the
publishersy To some extent, I am afraid,
this 1s true, a8 a large percentaga of
those who cry "science fiction for sclence-
fiction's sake™ have definitely a financial
interest, whether as authoras, publishers,
editors, rr distributors. I am not protest=
ing again.it people making money cut of
science fiction, of courses, since 1f they
work, it 1s only fair that they should be
paid, and yok cen hardly expect them to llve
cn the admiration ¢f fans,
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I do protest; howevery their
spreading of the helief that there is
nothing better to iive for than the reading,
griticising snd boosiing cf aclence fiction.

T think that Gernsback was the first to

re. .ize that if fans were to be encouraged
tc booat science fiction, they would have
to be given a purpoEs, After all, it 1i=
rather silly when you tell peorple that you
have organlzations for sdvancing sclence-
fiction and yet you can not tell them why
science fiction should be sdranced. Ard so
Gernsback suggzested that sclence fiction
was 8 kind of sugar-coated educator for
teaching sclenceo.

Well, it is not my intention to argue on
the right or wrong of Gernsback's hypothesis.
But I doubt very much if anyone who has
studied science fiction reslly believes in
this view. And if that were brue, I don't
think many fans would reallze the job of
being instruments for teaching people Chm's
law or the Binomimd Theorem, Of course, in
the early Gernsback stories, we did get
some interesting data about the Fourth Dim®
ension, the theory of relativity, etc., and
T think thet many fans will admit that their
first introduction to the interesting soclal

1ife of termites was Dr, Keller's story
THE HUMAN TERMITES,

But few modern science fiction stories
--oven those of Well, Stapledon, ®t€., can
be said to contain much scientific infor-
mation. Any one who does desire sugar-coated
science can easily get it from such magazines
a8 ARMCHAIR SCIENCE, or such Dooks a3 those
by Jeans, Crowther, Heldanre, or the Scientific
Book Club., I have yet to hear of someone
becoming interested in sclence fiction and
then developing into a science~fanatic, In
fact, I know several Cases where persons
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who were formerly keen.y interested in
things 1like chemlistry end physics have,
after reading & quantity of swience fiction,
lost this concertrated erthusiasm for
chemistry and physics, and have started
taking en interest in the world a=z a whole.

And I believe that this gives a clue to
the real purpose of science ficcion. It 1a
becoming more end more certain that if there
is one thing that stience fiction does for
an individual , ic 1s to brosden his mind,
it takea him\oubaide his own egotistical
licctle self, and gives him a mental blrdseye
view not only ¢f the eartn and lts
teeming multitudes, it of cur sclar system
or galaxy, and seer te the coamos, He
begins to realize what no other literaiuvre
Can make renlize -~ that this worlc cof
misery and upheppines:s, wer and pesce,
dictstors cnd demcoracy,. precs-lords amd
tub-thumpers, capitaiists and trade unions,
ls nothing more than a cosmic speak sur-
rounded by a micrcscopic film of air which
transmits the ravings nf so-called human
wisdom of tow wiillon conglomerates of
protoplasm.

In additicn.science fiction stimulates
the imasgination. The resdsr is not afraid
of zazing ahead; nct culy & year or iwo,
but handreds; millions c¢f years,

And it is not thi#s gqualibty of stimu-
lating the imagination and creating a detac-
hed point of view, that makes science fiction
something worth while and some thiang which,

or has been suggested, can do more for the
world than any outpourings of politiciana

or scientists,

1f the world is toc be saved by some org-
ar..zation of active scientificslly-minded
yoarg men deplcted in such books as THINGS
TO COME, WINGS OVER EUROPE, MAN'S MORTAL-
ITY etc, then there could be better type of
person bettcr sulted to the task than
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sclence ficition fans. Tc ,judge by the his-
tery of the past few hundred years, we can
expect no brilliant moves on the part of
politicians, From what we know of scientists,
they also, with a few notable exceptions,
would be worthless in a serious and deter-
mined attempt at worid reform, But most
science fiction fans - are altruistic,
energetic, think on scientific lines,

are keebiy Interested in humanity and the
world about them, and have sufficient enthusi-
asm and energy to get what they want,

With these few facts in mind; one or two
American fans have advocated that science-
fictlion fans, reading as they do of Utopias,
world reform; etc., should definitely play
an actlve psrt In sccial and economic
reconstruction,

It is not my intention at present to
say much about thissince my time is nearly
up, but I should like tc add that
with the American views in mind, we in
Leeds started, three months ago, a clo-
logical group, Our chied activity,
apart from discussiouns and talks, has neen
to send out a guestionaire to many fans whom
we know ere Interested, with the object of
finding out their detailed opinions on
various subjects, and of finelly obteining
an answer to the guestion: exactly wiat good
can fans do? A lenghty report of the answers
to this questionasire =~ which hss slready
provided us with much thought-provoking
meterial - will be published in July,

Meanwhile, I would like to emphasize
that the resading or propagating of scierce
fiction merely for the pleasure
the stories glve, or are supposed give is
rather pointless, as other literature is just
8 gecod 1n this respect. Furthermore, I doubt

CONTINUED ON 18
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by

=-ex.se-Ray Bradbury--=ecwe-

Gold, All the gold he could ever uss. Gelad
to swim in, -gold to spend, gold to throw away,

Gold sprawled on the floor in gleasming ficods,
coalescing, growing, merging, flowing. Yellow
stuff like sun-colored tentacles moving in
daylight, Sacks of it and chegts ol it. Gold
everywhereo.

Temples of gold, burnished by sky bright-
ness., wmnough gold pieces to replace every atar
in the heavens, enough to load every tramp
steamer to the flooding, enough to buy up
American and dump it back in the Indiean's lap.

Paul Freemen stumbled and tripped through
banks of slithering, clattering money. He
laughed a strange isugh and tore handfuls of
the gleeming stuff up and it trickled down,
watching the golden stuff as 1t streamed
downo

So this was one of the fabled 1slands of
Atlentis? But how rich! In his wildest dreams
nothing like this had ever tsken shape. It
wasg fsntastic., It was a living dream. He was
mad with ecstacy.

After part of the elation hed worn off
he went back down thru the massive temples,

—
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out intc the jungles, There, & mile away, lay
the cove where his nicely-sigzed yacht lay at
anchor.

He called the natives whom he hed brought
with him and they scurried thru the bushes to
him.

"Go into the temples,™ he instructed them,
breathlessly, "and bring all the casks and
sacks of golden metal out;, put them in the row:
boats snd take them out to the ship."

The dark men obeyed., They toiled ail mfter-
noon in the hot sun, Paul Freeman surveyed his
work with a professorly scowl. This would be
great, wonderful, ~All.the money in the world;
and FROM LOST ATLANTIS!

He wanted to jump 2nd sing.

At midnight the yscht was ready to sail,

Freeman's large suite of rooms was filled %O
over-flowing with secks snd caskets of gold.

"whet in the world have you in those
sacks," a member of the yachting party asked
Freeman.

“Itig a secret.® replied Paul. "H®alt until
w0 reach NY and I'll tell you and the nawspsper-
men simultansously.™

He went back to his cabln end opened a
chest of gold and the stuff gprawled on the
floor, He smelladd the syuff, even tasted 1t.
what a wonderful findl It felt powerful and
cool in his fingers

The ship was far away from land nDOW.

Someonse knocked on the doors
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"Radiogram, slri said a voice, "Urgent.®

_ "Slip 1t under the door," snspped Freeman,
The yellow paper appeared beneath the door. He
plcked it up and went back to his g 14,

It was mlrest morning. Sudderly, from
Freeman'*s rocm, there came a high walling
sound, & maniacal lsugh, a scream, Thrashing
sounds were hesrd, The calttering of metal.
Then; in ths gloon precedling the dewr, tha
gouné of caskets and sscks being drppred
overbeard, Then, with a finel despairing
iaugh, something that was once e man, dragged
himselt to the reiling and fell down into the
turgid bvlackness of the ocean., All wss sllent.

When the men of the perty asrrived at
Freeman's room they found it empty. Freeman
was gone, He could be found ..owhere on the:
Ship. There was nothing but ome gold coin
lying in the middle of the room, oddly heirogl-
yphed, lying on the rumpled radiogram,

And the radiogram read:"July 7th. 1943,
MARKET CRASHES! STOCKS DROP TO ZERO; COUNTRY
FACES CHAOS! GOLD IS NOW WORTHLnESI"

Another radiogram came an hour later,
reading- 3gr Paul: I hipe I didn't frightem
you with my earlier radicgram, I got the idea
last night and thought it would be a splendid
joke to play on you,"

Anthony(Technocracy Inc,)Jones,

And th gold coln gleamed intelligently
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La Science et la Vie{Sclence and Life)the
Frenck menthly has published in its last two
issues articles of conslderadls interasst to the
stfists,

March lassue: What do we iknow about Stars? by
Ha¥cel Boil D, Sc. How modern astrophysics

zas searcned their position, their size; their
mass, thelr temperatures, their composition.
The sucessive stages of astronomy- I: Astrolog-
ical period, 2: Celestizl mechanics, 3: Astro-
physics(illlustration’s show a simplified map
of the Skies, a sectionsl view of a tele-
scope and a spectrograph), How the »emotsness
of the stars is measured; with figures{from two
points on earth, from two pcints of earthts
orbit) Spectrel types of stars{with specters
from cold to hot, types M, K,G,F,A,B,0,)~cur
star{with Eddington law)- Radiated masses and
powers(with comparitive diameters of stars)
Diameters and densities{with ~haracteristics

of the most luminous stars in tne sky)-
superficlal leyers and 1lnternal structurez
(Luns' atmosphere, and true position of the
stars/with figure showing sunfs and some

CONTINUED ON 17
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Aug. 30, '39 i

Ladies and gentlemen:

fWhile leafing 1dly thru a ‘

m ck copy of the Writer's Digest I noticed in 1

the "Magazine Msterial needed---" section a l

1ittle paragraph devoted to your magazine "Ima- l

gination!' and the story and article requirs-

ments ooncerning 1to What particularly deligh=-
ted me was the word rate you woulds 20¢ per

wordi This led me to write something for you.

Before writing it, I might add that I
believe there 1s a definite place in the maga-
zine publ ishing field for such a magazine as
yours, For %00 long have westerns, love, det~
ective, ete, held sway over the newsstands
while off-trail, fentasy and imaginative fic-
tiop has never saw the 1light of day. It is with
great joy that 1 welcome you into the world
of fantastic filction, for LOi, I too, am some=
what of the same type€o Yeers ago I use to read
en imaginstive magazine called Amazing Sto= v
ries, or AmazlU Stories, or something like
thet., That was sbout 1927. 1t has been so long
since that magazine was published that I donit
even remember 1lts neme. At any rate, let us

1
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hope that you maegazine is but the first of
many turning out fantasy fiction) ay story fol-
lows;:
sVOLT ON BARSuUm
J ~or-
+Bob end aoso Bring Home the Bzcon}

“Look you, friend Becb®, seid Koso smili-
ngly, BT don t mean to be complsining cr eny-
*hing like thst you understand, but would you
ktndly remove ypur feet from off the top of the
table top--w--= & shoelace dengles in my soup,
which disturbs me no endi"

®ah, Koso old sock™, replied his old and
staunch friend of the either patrsl, "you are
never happy! 1 fear that your suna.ian ances-
tors 1livé wrongly---=-=-v- on Mars a pretty
Snodka maliden was yours for the tasking, but
did you take her? No, because of a mere tri-
fle, You passed her by bacause she did:nt hap-
pen to have any eyes, noss or mouth on her
face, on Jupiter, my too choosy friend of a
thousand barroom brawls, you deliberately
walked out on a whole harem of luscious besu-
tiea just because they grew cactus vines on
thelr head instead of hair......ah Koso, you
are hopelessS.coac.ncw you complain hecarnse my
shoelace 1is in your soups

"But friand sob,* complsined Kosc com-
plainingly, ®yon shoelace annoys me no end; it
disturbs mé, cccacitocsscsdtoeaclt well, dam- o
mit, take 1t out or 1I'll tell Taurssi on yous"

?Shhhhhhhhhhh, not so loud, bucktooths
Don't let people hesr you., It might epoll our
plans., Remember, tonight we spawn a resolu-
tion..,...no, wait a minute, that isn't the word
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I was supposed to use,.o....lsurasi 1s mixed
up egain...sh} fAsVOLUTIONE thet is 1ti Tonight
we spawn a revoluvtion:

“Quiet, freind ocob, quiet I beg of youi
Po not shout that word so loud, if word or hint
of tcnights work got around,we would be tos=
sed in the Lcyal Barsscmian coo;er ans. our
re=m lnticn wenld not ravoluta."

"Ah, staunch ally Kosc, nener fear, If
that unlikely event ever happened, we couid
write up the stery under the original title
and sell it to amazing Stories, They veer
towerds revoluthons somewhat.,..o..but that is
unlikely, I suspect our author has taken dis-
creet steps to prevent the local population
from preventing us from revolving a revolution,
Most likely he has invanted the citizens of
this world without pars. It would be very handy
you KNOWo o000 -0%

®*Pfraps so, friend Bob, but itis said_
thet on 3arssom even the beer mugs have ears:"

"Nay, nay, staunch friend soso, you
are thinking cf bar rooms, nct Barseom, There
is 2 difference; yiknows

"No, is that, really, friend Bob¥
Funny, 1 never knew that, But our author
does!nt credit me with tco much sense anyways

~ Gee how I wish somebody else wrote us«----

somebody with imaegination and intelligencec..s
like Tucker ,maybe, for instance, Do you think
he would give me more intelligencey®

"Yes, I dare say he would, staunch ally
Koso., He would give you the 1limit of his
intelligence, But then, you still would'nt
know the diffenence between a bar room and

CONTINUED ON 19
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star _ t.ue , .tlon in the Milky Way),

Also sn article on the Gurious chemicel and
biological properties of *heavy"water.(Chemists
and bilololists are now abls to follow omplex
chemical reactions and even nutritive sxchanges
inside living organisms). Others on "What is a
thunderstorm?™ and tke converting of wood
into sugar,

April issues WHERE DO GOSMIC RAYS COME FROM? by
Prof. L. Houllevigae, A mysteriues radisticn

of an extraordinaty penetrating power, resaches
us continually from the depths of space. Withcut
doubt it 1s born during trensmubations snd
disentegrations in the stars, The study of
these rays haes revealed to physicists the
existence, extremely short, (millionths of sec-
onds)of new elementary corpuscles. for instancs

positive elctron(positon, Anderson, 1933)and

heavy electron(mesoton, Yukawa, 1935). It has
8lso contributed to problems of experimental

thepvetical microphysics whose solution means
much to our knowledge of the intimste(inner)

structure ot matter.

Another article on sclence aganist crime:
How scientific police identifies fire arms-
physicsl, chemicel, micrographic examination of
the bulb t. The French and American methods.

¢ SR P00 ven 0D RS -un.a;or-)looaa\.GHG

'ﬁ"ﬂ-%*i**’**%%*%*%ﬁ%i%*i*%i%ﬂﬁ*%*ﬁ'K-'. R 22 S EEEE TR

2% 04000 50088

At & o . St S ORI e e T T e T e A



e R e e

-

SSeea

“the truth allowed to be known. &8 early is
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lacking in sll decency, ethics arni sanity. They
are ready to sacrifice millions in innocent

people to prevent their cwn guilt and bankruptey
from bacoming known, to divert the attertion
of those who would guickly overthrow them were

the time of the Gresks we {ind in Herodutus

some queen chiding her king for failiurs tec make
war seying: "surely must thou waste thy paolpe's
strenght in war lest they revolt™., The warlords
cf teday hgve not forgotien this ancient
reascming.

We fsns can do little about this, But we
tan, at least; prevent ourselves from bew ming
victims of the flcod of pernicious end false
rreopogends emenating from both in the present
struggle. we, at least; can ses through these
lies end deceptions and plsce oue finger upon
the regl culprit:an economic system which mekes
sach a socliety as the present one(end all that
goes with 1ts wer;, ecoromic insscurity for
miilions, famins; scientific prostitntion ete)
inevitablocoooveserarocoovesscanoseoThe Vagrant.
o e L R T R R N X T T rmmapgrpy

THE PURPOSE OF S-F, Cont, from @
very much if science fiction is a sclence=
educator, But if science fiction serves no
better purpose than awakening its in its
readers the detached point of view 1 have
mentioned, and if it makes them realize
thet the future is governead by our actions
of today, and that what is gocd enough for
today is mmch toc bsd for tomorrow, then I
know thet you will agree with me thet our
work and the role of sciencesuch organizati-
ons 88 the Science Fiction Associetion is
not in vain.

-finis-
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REVOLT ON BARSOOM~-~CONT. FROM 16

parsooms == but say, what is the name of this
story, amywayy¢"

¥lemms see, friend Bob --=~ why yes; i
¥now what it is called,.fhsVOLT ON BARSGOM, or
SRINGIKG HOME THE BACON, but why do you aak?

"Because, staunch ally nosc, our rev-
olution has revoltked out, the natives don't
have ears to hear our boring from within, the
typewriter our author used irn writing thls
one is the damndest thing he has written dn
since he junked his vliver back in 1898, and
the bacon is slrea y home-----in fact it is
on the stove and i'm hungry. Let us be off.”

“Well,if you insist, frisnd opobo,
But then, everything has 1ts bright side.
¥hen you got up your shoelace was autgmatic-
ally removed from my soup, seven if you dia

knock the soup over with you foot."

"And the two staunch friends of the
either palrol,either beer or wine, they don't
carejcarocom out into the barscom night. Say,
if I hed phrased thet different I could have
made a poem out of 1t

Fe e RE R

PAside to the editor: There are 667
words in the above stery, snd according to
your payment rate of 20¢ per word, you owe ms
$133.40, Please remit. I will also take six
free coples of the issue my story appears in
to distribute them to my frlends. nindly advise
me 88 to how so0n you can use another plece
of my f¥ tion, Thank ycu.

T3 6 340 2SR 00 00 R B B B I A B B B R N N R R A SRR



e i

.
.-.—!-.:.—.I*.'.' Lo Coli =

o - P A '



