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Sclence fictiogygga scattered all over the
country. liowever here and there are citles
where a lot of fans live and form fan clubs,
SFL chapters exlst iIn three cltises in separate
parts of tha conntry whare fona are numerous ]
enough to make them bly chapters. Dub most _
fans live alone in small towns or small clties |
and ere unable to bulld up big clubs. b

Further most fans aren't rich., DBeceuss they
are young, they havent got any too much monsy T
spend. Yet they like to travel the same as any
other young people. Also they-like tc correa=-
pond and meke letter friends in meny parts of
the country. Neturally they would liike to
visit these friends and their cities.

since the swmer is the perlod of vasatliors,
1t 1s not entirely impossible that they could
find the time to make visits te other places.
Cne factor usually prevents this. They nay
have the money to travel but 1t elsc cost
money to stay. llotels are expensive and beling
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put up at the homea of fans is often uncoms
forteble cr hed becsuss these fave usually
ilve with thelr femilies »r meyhe Loend end
thug canrot offer hoepltolily with oy grest
ppge.,
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If it wepe pogaible to be pubaup 45 club
rooms (a cot can be fizmed up in a regular club
room) it weuwld e econvenient end meke things
sasier for wislting fers. DRNeturelly Ssoleted .
or sgomell groupe-of foeneg cenVig@c=thal X Rk Why
cen't the big groups ¢f fane?

In Tos bngeles, the club meets in & res..
tavrant. It wovld acem to be hig erouvgh to
meet 1ln its cwn room. In Philaedelphis or in
New York the cluobs meet in rented or hoerrowsd
recms.,  These roawms ere rented nct by the msnth
but for the dey., This 1s no geod as 1t pro-
vepte thom balns Weed as possionsrl headevgrierss
Vet 2)1 these clubhe clair e b2 big ernd cleim
te be strong.

Perfectly ordinary sports or scclzl clubs
hnave no dlfficulty iv finding places to rent
for regular permanent club rooms. VWhy is it
thet fans have never been sble to do gzo? Are
they any liess capable then the non-frns?

Lhen fan clubs of big sizs sxist, they
should try to esstablish & permanent location
for their headguarters. £ sort of "Science
Piction House” where they can keep regular
files, be free from the whims and mercies of
parsnts or landladies; and be able to put up
visiting fans with ths minimum of trouble,
This will help solidify end strengthen the
bonds of fandow snd fan friendship. Selence
fietion ahould kave its cwn permunent centers,
maintalned by itself and used for 1tself. The
big clubg are the onesthst cen do thla.
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The recent death of Floyd Gibbons coming

ot the same time as the second %World War brings
Lo mind one of Gibbons' earlier works, THE RED
NAPOLEON {1929, Jonathon Cepe & Harrison Smith).
& recall this story very vividly since it was
flr;t published in Liberty Nagagzine coplousiy *
llustrated by varied artists, psendo-war DPO=
#ters, newspaper "clippings®, trick photography
ste. Floyd Gibbons wrote in a very vivid fast
moving style of a Nongolisn-Soviet abtempt to
gonquer the world. The gensral ides is that a
¥ongol, Ivan Havekhan, had hed Stelin assags
#inated, and then begmu to alter and shift the
S8oviet ideology to suiit his own ideas of
Yollow end Black dominstion over the white
race, 1t is a neat example of conjuring up

the Yellow and Red Psriles for dishing out to
soare the American people snd Gibbons and
LIBERTY cld 1% up brown. Anyhow the sbtory
begins in 18532, after the world has wabehed
various ecclonial uprisings in Africa and Asia.
It seems that without warning, the Red Armies
(combined with the awimies of Soviet Japan and
Chine), ettacks Poland, Germany and sweeps over

. .
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Europe disregerding boundsyry lines wndtil sll
Europe is covered. A y2llow hosrd descends on
the cities of Turope, outraging wowmen, looting
burning, sbte. ALl the fsars of o Hearst mind
are trotted out.
After having tiad vp the c¢ld worid, snd
hesitating a 1lttle whils, Kerakhsn makss a
grab at thie Panawa Canal;, lsnds troops in
Mexico and Canada and sharte in on the good ol
U.S5.4. Terrific warfers teegks ocut. DBut for
soms reascn, the toerrific Red-Yelliow-Black-
Puropean =Asiatlie Lrmy falls o make much head
way against the United Ststes. True there 1is
invasion of New Englend and some trouble e€l3g-
where but the land war develops Inbto a stale-
mate while the cenbter of the conflict turns to
the water. It sesms that all the Rad-Yellow
food must come from overseas. Thersfore it
devolves upon the American fleet to cut Karake
han's food sources and thusg defeat him. Accord-
ingly a greset battle ocecurs “The Battls of the
Windward Passage” in which the U.S.Kavy licks
the tar cubt of ths combinsd British-Frenche
Japenese-German~Jtaliaan-Lysrything else fleets.
Tne back cf the invesion broken, Karakhsnls
world regime falls to piscss immsediately and
he is interned in Bermuda by the gracs end
benevoelence of the U.S. CGovermnment {which has
gpparently assuned dominance ovsr the vesat of
the planst. :

3
ES

Tha book contains neps of the grealt naval
battle, listings of the vesssls taking pasrt in
the beattle (even tc names of offlcers!. The wap
ended 1in 19387, Dy 1939, all that stuff should
have besn done wiith azcording to Iir. Gibbona.
The mctuel working out of the sscond World Wer
seems to have made his prophecies & it wobbly.
Stelin cannot by any stretch of the imegination
be the Genghis Khan Karakhan was, and thers
seems no legltimate reseson for America hr ba-
coms involved in this war in any way ever.
curious &ngle to LanlsE yarn wes the BLpSSrancsd

Gontd., on Fege I4.
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The FPnilscelphia Conference has come and
rone with the basic problem before fandom, that

ol organizetlor, still unsolved. Hot bscause
no fens ceme prepered to discuss this problem:
on the contrary, lilton A. Rothman, Jack Speer,
and David A, Xyle had conerete proposals to
place before the meeting, but because the Trio,
with their muzzled guines plgs whose business 14
wan to vote "yes" or "no" at the proper time,
through the apathy of the chalr, bludgesoned
thelr way (via trick parliamenteriasnism, floods
of demagoglic oratory, dead cats, red herrings,
and practlcally every propaganda trick known)
over everything else and prevented any real
discuaslion of the problem,

llowever, the Trlo cannot prevent ths great
mae Jority of fans (who will not be decsived by
Foakowltez' fascist cry: fans are their own
worael onemles; they must be saved from them-
selves., -- Lln other words, fans cecannot be trusg-
€d to thlink for themselves and mey not srrive
al thelr own concluslons or act upon theilr own
decinilonn 1n any matter relevant to fandom,)
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from tackling this problem through coOrres-
pondence and such {(non 'Irio controlled} groups
as they can muster together. Which groups are
by no means the feehle things that the Trio
tries to pretend. 5o, although 2 opportunity
for real foundetlon-work has been lost, we
proceed nontheless.

First of 8ll, let us try to decide why we
nesd organization on & natlionwide scale in the
first place. hLere ars your writer's viewss
CGranted that national fan actlvities, such as
Conferences or Conventions, can only occur
once or twlce a year, organization is still
needsad, ot insure that these activities come
through in a2 mammer satisfactory to all.
{Except perhaps the Trio --any conference or
convention that is satisfactory to them will be
an insult to the rest of fandom as was thelr
vaunted Gorld Convention and the Philly Confer
ence.) Glven fendom unorganized as s whols,

a&s is still the case, some crganization is
going to occur for the saie of whatever con-
ference of conventlon is being planned. #4nd,
1f fandom as & whole is unorgenized, then
whatever particular group which does get toe
gether and work for the saks of the assembla e
wlill put the eccernt upon their own views of hov
the thing should be, Heretofore no one had to
worry very much about thet. Bubt now a new
econdition has arisen. W6 have & small, highly
organized, group which is admlittedly out to
control all fendom and &ll fan activities. &nd
it is this same Trlo-run group which engineerecd
the blackout of reascn and democracy in July
and Octobsr 193G.

Thus, uniess fans are willing to let such
groupe as these have thelr wey, they must opr-
ganize into some sort of mutual benefit, pro-
toction, and assistance all-fen society. They
must organize in such a way that no individual
or group will b. trampled cver in the rush,

Continued on Page 14,




Ve start things off with an apology to
John V. Baltadonis. In the last issus of thie
column (et the time this is being writtien)
we sald: "The Sclence Fiction Collscior was
pood for several years, albthough publishers
wora changed.” ‘Correction: The Sclence
"lotlon Collector is still good, although
somowhnt irregular in appearence. Bubt themn,
that 1s normelcy in most fan magezines. Notable
exaapilon to the rule this year has been Havrry
o er's "Spaceways" and Sam Youd's YFentasi®,
Ve apoloplee in advance for not mentioning any
othoe magoezines which alsc came up ko this
incredlible standard -- we Just do not recall
Lhein or haven'y seen them, The long feud
telween Jack Speer and your columnist has at
lanl snded without elther party being bombed,
Hol that those two have become encother Danmnon
and Pythias or that we now agvee on everything,
bt that, through mutual concessions and apol-
1pian, we apreed that 1t wes damned silly for

ua Lo be atbtoacking each other personally on
cvery litbtle Lhing wheon we could spend the
pune eneryy oo mach more profitably through

ghear 1ntelloctunl controversy and co-operation
s el

whenevor nnd wherever possible. dJack sums 1t
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up very well in a2 recent letter Ifrom which I
qucte: "In all probability, I shall do my part
to irprove relations, but I don't want any
deals that might in any way tie me down'. Wh:o
more, we ask, could any honest intellectual
ask of another? ... Things we never lkmew il
now department. The FAPA is mm by and lswg
composed of Communists who brand Americen ae-
tivitles as faseist. Thus saysth Hoskowitz =
J.J. ortier. And, befors vou question that.
we might add that Will Sykorae has stated fivw
but oh zo very definltely thebt nc member of .
Fandom has ever slandered anyoncﬁ So carﬂlef
away was VGill in sheer righteousness that bhe
attempted ph:slecal V§O1en§@ upen Wollihelm wiv
remarked: "Thab's & lie,"when Wil.y made the
bland statement at the VhL11? Conference. '«
thank Wi1ll for thls overwheiming exhibiticn
his love for democvratic procedurs. Hnow ve
men that the thing to do, at any dewocrabis
mesting, when anyone disagrees with you,
cells any of your statements, is $to mapch
the alsle to them and slam hell oub of &
In case eny one objects, you should ”"“10 Z
that this person iz o Communist mnd thva
not entitled Lo such courtesies wos would
mally be due oppesing opinion at meebis
of course, anyons who dlsagress ulth any
of the Trio must be & Comrinish, Asid@ to
Ackerman, Dele Lart, Qafh Ryle, ¥ilt € e
Jack Speer, Sam Youd, Jim Avewry, Bob vamfﬂ
Ossie Train, etc., eic. aﬁgp ad infinitum: HI
comrades! ... W8 hereby lay oursalves opsn o
possible sir-railds by qnotmng a recont gem froo
Jack Speer: "Lxtra! It had been hopad that in
the Loyal and Benevolent Proiective Order of
Vollheim Stooges, fandom had a poweriul organe
izaetion tc fight the dicistorial bludgeonings
of olly Vill Sykorsa, since the only membership
req lrement {See such-and-such-an issus of
News Letter) was that the epplicant should have
disagreed with WSS on some point, However, it
is sadly found that the Order is the ssme old

\:
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snall group of NV fans; since Speer, who had
alncerely dissgreed with Sykore on this and
that, received no answer to his epplication
and credentisl. Thers i1a now on foot a move-
mont to stert a similar organizetion, the In-
divieihle Empirs of Juvenileg, which is opan
Lo all nonefomrunist fans, it wily not in-
Irinsleaily be at wsr with the Stooge ordsr,

Un tie coatrary, the twe will supplement sach
OLher, the Stooges thinking all the great

thou bte and the Juvenilas doing all the great
actions, Anather purpose of the Impire is to
protocst defenseless Juvenilea from the impre-
dellions of Grown-Ups, If sufficient interest

\o shown, word on bhls phalanx wiil &0 shead®,
Hen e coy wer while this was obvicusly
wrllie: some time a o we suaspect that the
Bullcraas oot found himself en rapport with ths
Trlo nt Fred Pochlls Literary Agency

hus now passed into the handg of your writer,
alnce Ired ig now sditor of en stf magagine --
title, et last report was to be INCREDIBLE, 3o
wWo inviie all fans Lo use oup services which
include revisions {wminor ones) to fit tricky
sdltorial reguirements, criticismsg, rewrites

3

Or colisborations on a 50-50 basls, and, short
0f actual ditte, ten vercent of the gravy
otherwiss. o reading fees snd wetil try to
cut Lditor Slosne's old time tradition of two
months between receinpt and report down %o prace
tically i-+vediste ditto, After the first of
V40, of course, at whieh time we will be Ffourd
ut the Lvory Tower, slias Ffuturisn Apartments,
2074 Bedford Avenue, Brooklyn, N.Y¥. .. Frenk
Belknep Long, Jr, is working on your writsp's
plot "The Grey One" (published in Spaceways

plot department), ,..While we remain on the
general “purpose of gtV subject, let's quote
from a charming friend who racently beceme
introduced to that melange which is Fandom:"As
regards stf activity, it is true my Life and
higher aspirations do not depend upon ite tro-
mendous success or sudden reverses, but I have

Contd. on Prges 15,
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Edgar Rice Burroughs is orgenizing a group
similat in nature to the SOLAR SCOUTS of two
years &g0. That organization, sclisnce~-fictional
ir sound and appearance, was formed by the
aponsors of the Buck Rogers radio program. It
was an advertising scheme rather than a real
orgenization, yet in a 1imited sensa it could
be celled a sclence-ficilon club.

Burroughs! new scheme is enother such
selence~Tictlonal organizaticn upon a similar
base and for advertising purposes also. 1t is
called the TARZAN CLANS OF ALLRICA, Hany form
letters describing this outfit have been sent
sut to selected readers of the Burroughs novele
along with neat yellow printed application

lanks., The (lans are described a2s & national
orgenlzation for patrlotic American boys of
good morel hablts over ten years of age, These
boys are asked to form clubks ir their neigh=
borhoods of other Tarzanys, which will be
called "Tarzan Clana®, the head of which is a

Chief.
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An 0fficial Guide of thirty two pages has
been issued containing instructions for form-
ing such clans, Officers! Dutlies, Initistions,
Pledges, Grips, Pass Viords, Tarzan Gemes,
Songs, a Clan Dance, and finally a Dictionary
of the Ape Language.

0f course you may wonder what the catch is
in all this. Simple, to get your Card and
Gulde, merely send Burroughs .1 {currency or
money order) and you will not only heve paild
your initiation fee of one dollar but in
addition out of the goodness of his great big
heart, you will receive & brand new two dollar
copy of some Targan or Venus movel. This you
understand is practlcally a gift,

Surely the organlizers of New Fandom, the
Muturian Federation, the SFL, and the SFA,
nre quaking in their pants at the thought of
the hordes of Terzanys sbout to descend howllng
'rom the treetops on their stf clubs and take
them over. Yeseooocoooww!

B b S o T T S b S T S S S R S S S A S S8 35 206
Contest

Are you lilterstet Can you write? (Reading
aome professional megazines today wonit prove
that you ere literate. However, thst's enother
atory for a futurs lssue)

trite nus a 200-400 word article on "Why I
read Gclence Flctlion®™. Be moderately serious,
don't drool, put in cogent reasons. Send your
article to the Editorial Director - otherwise
Olon F. Viggins. "Fan" reslly wants to know
what the more intelligent resders think on
this subject.

1" any of the articles submitted are worthy
of attention they will be published with APPIro-
prlete aclmowledgement to the authors. And -
siost Important « to the suthor of the best

Contd. on Page 15,
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of @ letter in LIBURTY shortly after proteat-
ing that there aciually was & men named Kersk
han holding & comnissariat in Hoscow! inci-
dsntly this same real Karakban was exsoubted &
few years later as a spy and wrecker.
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COT: LETARY RWL - Contd. from Pags 8

in such & way that the welpght of united fandom
cen quickly descend upon any such pyschopathics
as the Trio who declare war upon fandom and
sesk to blackjack all fans and fansgproups intc
their own 1little concentration-camp organize-
tions. There must be no dictators, no lofty
officials who will decide who 1s and who is
not a fan, what fan mags may and mey nobt pub-
1ish, how conventions may and may not be run,

In other words, & loose fedsration-llke
{althovgh not necessarily e federation) society
with e constitution Just weighty enough Lo
protect members from scoundrels znd hypoorites,
end light enough to permit all mambers to have
their say and know that their opinions and
{deas are being respected, whethsr or not
of fleials agree with them. An organization
which will insure conventions and conferences
where fanz may display themselvaz, thelr ldeas
their magezines, drawlngs, what not, freely,
openly, and fraternally.

SRR SR S R S S SR S B R SR S
Just to fill iIn & bit of otherwise unused
space, Fan would llke to inform its readers
that the centrifuvgel force of the sarth as it
travels about the sun is so grsab that 1t
would snep a steel cabls S50CO milss thick. KNow
one of you readers tell us what this gravite-
tion is that restrains the earth so easily,
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taken an interest in 1t because T believe

1t 1s an Intelligent provocateur of creative
abllities and thinkin.. 1 believe it 1s @
charming springboard into masny things and
offers an extensive variety of subjects and
themes to develop elong literery, scientific,
politicel, and artistic lines." ... Dals lart
hes ltems now and then in ths "lee Lantern”,
Offiecial Publlcaetion of Lee Juniocr College,

at which he 13 a student. Also in ths Octobe:
Slst issue, we noted a sonnst "October” by us
Thenks, Dale. Uhile on DH, we note thet he and
Pore Vesitmors ==-cops, I mean Wilkinson <= arc
plenning some fan mags that sound rather good.
Nost interesting is THE ARGO which will feature
reprint gems that not one fan in a hurdred has
seen. TFopr instance, the first issue will be
composed entirely, or almost entirely, of =
letter Joe Hatch has published in Esqulre,
cencerning time-travelling via suspended ani-
mation. OGRIM will be just what the title
suggests, ARABESQUE {we suggested Dale gst
I'red Pohl¥s ok on this as he had planned to
publish & fan mag with that title oneein colla-
boration with your writer) will be & magazine
using mostly poetryv, ... %e publish this in
hopes that Dale will bse spurred on and alsoc

to keep R.D. Swisher from runnirg out of
material for his check 1list. Cheery hel

O S B e S T e S T TR S T S S 20 SR T3 SR R S S
CONTEST « Contd. from Page 13,

article (in the Editor's opinion) on the
#ubjJect will be awarded s copy of Staniey

Welnbeum's "The New Adsm™, GClosing dste
Jure 1, 1940,
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There 're four well known methods of beginnd
a trevel-adventurc story. 1 feel re_ret that 1
sarnot nse thea all st once, wringlng them dry
simultansously of all the delightiul and amnmoyl:
potentiglities they possess of lesaing the reads)
sicss to the point whers he is reedy to carsas
your cranlum with a brici.

For instance, using method Nec, 1, otherwiase
wnown as the Benchley-Broun-pathetle-humoer tech-
nique, I would have titled this article "Saga”
and oponed it something 1like this: - "&s so and
go once saild, what science fiztion slweys needsd
was a good filve cent S888s 000t Then, wailing
an instant for the hysterigsl leughter to die
away, L would heve caught up the tale calilys in
a sllghtly strained nots and riddzn roughshod in
my Engllish~twesdy way over everybedy in sight.

This opening is well sulted to 2 bright, sun-
shiny spring morning with a touch of rheumatisn,

0n cloudy, reiny and Japanese-beetls infested
days, however, the narrator is bound to senss o
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t of Edna 5t. Vinecent [1llay fesling creep

er nim, in which case;, the opening would bs

e this: - “"The nmiles of a continent are so
MEesso" You all know what would have come after
at and I can®t find 1t in my hesrt to condemn
u for vomiting.

llethod No. 3 is entirely unsulted to my pere
ality and would probably give the public any
ber of wrong lmpressions. In using this, you
in by thinking hard sbout the unpleasant ags-
cts of the trip and set down the first nasty,
bbling thought that comes into your head,

1s is guraranteed to get you & lot of soured
Mends and might even result in a 1ibsl suit,

Surrealism and De alsm form the basgis of ths
h, particularly the latter. It bears a greai
semblance to the style of Will Cuppy end carrie:
thin it a note of cheerfully smashing glass ag
ough somebody had bounced & mint Julep off the
of your hesd.

Tghe No, I camnot, I will nct be haek,

Just before we lelt, my dear friend Cyril
rnbluth was kind enough to inscribe o farewell
net on the lst page of the journal I had puv-
ascd for the Lrip, This is it:=

sc of the Holling Whsels, I have not wooed
ur varied-breasten sisters for awhile,
£ nid him that I sing; the gently lewd
ghiszl, of carven 1llubs and shattered snmile,
e hls task sweet and smoothly ip his hand;
ko hls pen swift as wings and strong as willyg
Il it bs frail and slow as tales comuand.
L wmay @ Dy your grace, be bent to £ill
Hln volume with what comes to eye or ear...
The multiplying wonders of a land.

Yo clty pavements shall the party steer
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= nd o the bhand

A 1o merry way and o Tou 88y
9*»-'3“3831:5%3 it, ruse, I ask but that At then
xgjcwhe remain bless you and hold you .

isnit it. And of coursse % ?eéerltls
i 1ed 1% The journel was never toucned.
1@ga@g oy *rﬁin as the 1ips of aagciemce 1
Sy N %ook 3% out at t.:e c&oseiogagne
;;cond day, shuddered ;2%tggt0%tf§gifal L T
gggiiggegongg¥, Yﬁiiil have to ses nmy lawyer.

Pretty,

[

rek]

ction fan. 1

g iyt

fut memories are strong, strenge?minaiig t%an
the ééaése in Chieago which 1s say%?E gifadaf
;117 taka a leaf, therefors, fra? fonm g P
éac;r and. present the facts 1n the
?_" A o]
Statistlies.

& wou read
You have only yourselves to blame it yo

them.
FACES  AHD BODILS: -

3 ¥ £ red and familiiar,

sndes § = Slesp ﬁa11~nakaa C ®o AL

Low?ﬁﬁiake him tgvﬁrovidence to visit the Lovecr

s Lo 2 1t L e b ,

shprine. Ve threw him gub.

¢, hesitabing. Unwititing
f.ovis Kuslens- Heavy, dark, hes Sir

" 5 é'- T
kieptomaniec around typeswriters.

= jous, vaguely
- mpach, vivacious; &
S ' Imagines herselfl
Oonphs

Gertrude Kuslan @
snub-nosed, pert and pretty;ien
& rhymster. Corn-fed comple “

2 T il 19 3 = Bié ™ : : s ad:
houoriééékiipoor chinese~checker gl&yerwggtsge
z:siingugong. Culet, but terribly lnterssted.

; tland tyge.
; . = The Blue=Bslls of Sco , _
e hﬁgsewife end conversationalist,

Fra.
Excellent cook,

yarn

newfoundlanddogsish, sincer

L L ] L ] L] ® L] L L} 3 19
tty but poor sport at chinese checkers. She
't take it. Used sersonal

charm unfairly to

edle advantageous positions cuk of opposition.

Brchic ping-pong player.

tterio B, Parsacl: - Lhite, intense, gives ime-
ession of working at writing with terrific
ncerity., Has letter from R. Tristram Coffin
8lsing his poetry. Poetry poosy. The family,

‘¢ most itallans very hospltable. Lxcellent wine.

nard A, Seufert: - Tall;, colorless, a selif-
ltted l'ascist, fividently sinccre, Seems lost
the yreat bily world. Interesting listensr. Aloo?

hard I, 'syer : « Juvenile, higheschoolish., & fan

Lawrence Laaling s- Juvenlle, high-schoolish,
h pressure, Self-congclously editor of big.est
p-school magazine in Amiedica. Another Conecver
h nalf th

e talent probably because with half the
osds., A fan.

Tuckers - Thin, wiry, reporter-on-the-3lanxtoun-
ech type. larvelous sense of wlthered hurop.
cere and a jolly good fellow., INever a Gull
Bt . A wine bibber after my own boguet. About
easiest to meet and get along with of any of the
le we met. Can smell science fiction fars a
€k away. DBolsbheviks two blocks.

ter !"arconette: - Yountalnous, awkward. Lives
cariovsly between and benesth t

owaring staecks
& vogazines., Openminded. Takes preat pride in
ing been the first to bring boaster IMske to
81,

flas amlable and enthusiastic grandmother
fg lines of an anemic Yay Robson. She never agven

#ited an eyelash when 4nformed two Bolsheviks would
il the night in her own home.
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tary G. Byerss- Hidden behind g shell two-thirds of
a mile thick. Obvicusly self=-conscicus asbout over- ‘
sctive case of acne {(haven't we all) covering an
otherwlse pretty face. Astonished to see us,

Hedied badly and kept insisting on vague conmeciions
with everybody. Very difficult to establish diplo
maetic relations with. Offersed us rhubarb pis and
intellectual repartee bordering on hysterie. Inter-
view fairly successful up to point where Wollheim
snapred a closeup of her desplte earnest pleading

of photophobia. ['led into house and wasn't seen
agaln,

Jack Spesr:- Dry, papery. qulick on the trigg er, |
cynical. Thorougnly honest except when hie lsntt,
Colorless and I wonder whet he does for fun. Very
dangerous opponent in debete, training in law having
developed well~known human tralt of halrsplitiing tc
unprecedented degree. Obviocusly contemptous of me,
Looked startlsed when I described Vollheim s a more |
of Dr1lliant politicel theorist than myself. Atmospksre
l creasted by thls admission comparable to confession

by Baronovsky that he had in his possession the ‘
| remains of the entire ' Irperisl Famlly of Russia, 3
] Speer can't understand unanimity of Michelist lime

‘| desplte conflicting views on lLichelism expressed in
|various articles by myself, VWollheim., Lowndes and

o/ Pohl. Evidently never hesrd of democracy. Iihen

i asked whereabouts of John . DBristol, Speer went
white and collapsed gibbering.

YOST EASILY REBIMERWD: -

The Swisher hospltality.

Speer bleeding coplously, hmlding bandkerchief %o
his nose to stem the {low and quibbling with lioll
heim over the exact definition of a soclalist st: te

The young £irl in the hotel room across the strec {
VProm the YUCA in Columbus, QOhlo, (Wwollhelm and
myself invariably bedded down together) who first
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4 Pulled up all the shades and disrobed under a

?‘ battery of lights. (VL course we looked])

The bullding in Schenectady we stumbled into while
looking for a library and which had a room filled
with people and a huge sipgn stretched across ono
end reading "Vorkers of the World, Unitel®

The drunken garagemen in Chicage, who, after fixzing
the handle on our car door, ripped off by a curious
native asked whimslcally how we had gottenm the crate
across the continent.

The topsr attendant at the imn in a 1litile mouniain
settlement in Y.esi Virglnia whe sold us accommoda-
tlons for the night and embarassed Wilson no end by
offering to provide bedwarmers for the duration of
the wee sma' hours in the form of dslectables samples
of the loeal femininity. (Lo, we didniti)

The strange, brooding atmosphere of the portion of
Vagsachusetts used by Lovecraft as the locale of
many of his storles,

PET HATES:- Chicago's Black Cow sodas.
Canadat's roads, shot to helil.
The beer in Toronto.

The beer 1in Chicago.

Chicago

The parking repulations from end of
~the trip to the other.

Tue car wmotor.

Tr.e mowitalns of Vest Virginia.

Ttie barbers in Springfield,Ohio,
who never work on ivednesdays.
.1lsun.

Wollheinm.

l‘;accmam‘s'e SLSuAFS, DLATHS, ote.

dary, Indlena:- Burned out eylinder bearing. Smeshed
oll pump.
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Chicago, 1llincis:- lotor developed cow-bell noise ;
Front door handie torn off.

Bloomington, 11llincis:- Speedometer went insane,
began chattering like a bally old bsrnyard. lotor
sy pathetlcally slizped fan belt. .
Urbana, Irdiana {or maybe Ohio) ;- DBroken rear axle
Speedoreter completely out of control sounding like
2 rooster caupht in a picket fence.

Somewhere between the mountains of Vest Virginie and
washir ton, w.C.:- Hevolwing flexible shaff connect-
In_ motor to specdoreter snapped. indicator veered
wildly betweon zero and ninety mlles an hour. holges
like a wooupscueer beating its mate to death emanated

R———

suddserly from bersath the motor hood. we looked. No j
woodpecker, !
CiTikSs- Providence:~ Lost. DBostons= Ughl Scher k
ectadyr~ Crulner; . UYoronto:- Veddy oritish; bobbleg, |
Gedesave-the-~glng and all that., Detroit:ie Blank.
Chicago: - Cancerous., DBloomington:- The aftermatk
of a sumrer rain., Dayton:- DRourgeols. Indianapclis:-
ain Street, Colurbus:~ Human. Washing ton:-Lashington
vhiladelphiat«- Still & gigantic slum. NHew York:=- ,
Baby, hers we comel H
1
OBSERVATICM: = :
L |

Ameriecan citises are inveriably "the best little
town in {(name cownty, state or country),+="The lecce
of the 'iddle uvest" or "The Lome of the American i
Passion Play", sau.led with eity halls the crumuiest
viliage 1n Siberia wouldn't be caught dead withj;
death traps easy to get into and hard to get away
from, full of Loolworth storss, "Hot Spota" dls-
penaing local joy julecs, whole batteries of signs
screaming "You can't do this and you can't do thatl"
and the prettisst, rea-cheeked, silk-hosed agploms
aration ¢f ocomph 1n sixty three degrses of longti-
tude, The most beautiful shefts in the world aerc
not the Yrylon, the wiffel Tower or the Emplre 3Shatcy |
buildlng, but the legs of the averape Amsricen girl.d é
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