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Fana are now once agaln asking "What is
nee fiction?®  An entirs Con€°renae ab
delrhia was devoted td this guestion in
'all of 1938, a1th0u5h no concrete defini.
of science flction was worked vt by L%,
t the only interpretatlon thaz'e@erywﬁaf
Gonference sesmed £o agres uvpon was that
e fiction is thab type of fiet*en which
gd upon spesculative sclsnece. Thing e
Little lmown to selence, like the or
the universe, the limits of 8pACE . the &
composition of an atom, anything in scis
lends 1tself to spseculabtion can be used &
up & science flctlon story. The qusstion of
whether cr not there have been civl*i?at ona of
men in the age when only reptiles wers suppoged
%o have exigted is ocecaslonally exploited in
science flebion stories. Anything not definm
itely known to sclence, not definitely dis
ad by sciencs, esnything that might be dlscox
by science, can be used Lo mak@ up a acierc@
fietion swovy.

©
Lo p=o

b
= (D

o

1
60 B
oS w
IT; m

fls
ﬂﬁﬁ

3.

VIS I I ol v
M o@m oot e

9-"030

=3
N

Amnd

The main fault of this d@fimitienjagreed
upon practic& 1y by everyone at this GConfer
in Philadslphia is, thet it 1@ not complete,
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The fans at the Conference falled to go deeper
into the definitlion to meke it mors complete.
They falled to analyze science fictlon on the
basis of the different types of science fig-
tion storles that have been written. Any
analysls of the dlfferent klnds of aclence
filction storles jlves an entirely different and
very significant plcture of aclenge fletlion,

Vie can separabs most sclenas fleiion atories
into two general classes: "I'ha uboplan olvili-
zation® type, and the "bulld a new sivilization
upon the rulns of the old" Lype.

In the "utopian civilization" type af
gclence fiction story, one or more persons in
making use of some sclentifle Llnventlon or of
some scientific principle, resch & elwilizstion
very much better than our own Lestern Europsan
civiliation in many ways. This "uteplen civil-
ization,” for instance, may have no Whemploy~
ment, no wars, no crises, no aliuwie, no poverty,
and its invenhtlons may be far supssier to our
cwn. These better clvilizations ars discovered
when heroes: cross tilme (using time maghines),
cross space (using space ships op, WalNg the
force of their own wills], transfer themselves
into other dlmensions, infra univerass or ultcs
uriverses. The story usually pevelves around
the sdventures of the heroes muong the people
of the new civilizatlon, and In describing the
experliences of these heroes, the atory glves
enough detail to enable the reader Lo compare
or eontrast this new c¢ivillzatlon with our own.

In the "build & new civilization upon the
ruins of the 014® type of seclence fiction story,
wa find the earth, or some psrticular civili-

w.won, about Lo he destroysd by some a,,ency,
Wi .8 & group of people, the heroes, strlve
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valiantly %o prevent Shis destruction, or, if
this is impossible, abiempt to preserve.the
human rece. 7The agencies of destruction take
many formss

1. & new invention may fall into the hands of
en unscrupulous individual who degcides To use
1t in order ' to pain control of the world.

2., A new invention may gzt out of control of
the inventor and. may, thereby, threaten to
destroy -the entire world. : . :
3. A straying plenet, comet, star, galixy, or
supergalaxy mey be about to collide with the
garth,

4, An alien civilizatlon may invade the earth,
in some stories, only to conquewr and ensliave
the menmbers of the humen race, and in other
stories the invasion 1s conducted with the aim
of eliwinating the human.race altogether, 80
that this allen eivilization can live on earth
in place of the huanan race.

5. A ruling civilizetion may be so oppressive
that the conguersd civiligation attempts to
vebsl gosinst the ruling civilization, (Venus
may rebel sgainst lmperialist sarth. Darth may
robsl against a dominating slien civilization) .
&, A dietator's rule may be sc oppressive that
nis people organize Lo rebsel agsinst his ruls.
7. An unearbly crsature may have such tremen-
fous destructive and defensive powers that it i
eble to threaten the destruction of our entire
civilization with almost complete certalniy of
successs (A5 in "Discord in Scarlet", by A.L.
Van Vogt.) :

These stories (the "build a new civiliza-
tion upon the rvulns of the old® type) deal with
the problems ths herces have to face and the
ways by which they try to sclve these probloma.
The heroes represent the elviligation that ise
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being threatened with destruction. In some
stories there is only one hero, and the burden
of "saving civilization" falls entlirely upon
him.

Few of these storles show mankind (that is,
the heroes of the storles) losing out in the
end. Nost of these stories end with the final
trivumph over the agency of desbtrusticn. What
the "bulld = new civilizatien upon the ruins of
the old" type of sclence fiction sbary seems to
preach 1s that: no mabtter how big a problem
menking has to face, 1t (the problem) will even-
tually be solved. .

A1l scilence fiction atories taken as &
whole, seem to complaln that our prosent civil-
ization is not good enouph. The storles present
vaprious diverse civilizationa whilch are super-
ior to our own. As Lhe readsr reads about thesse
new clvilizetions, he momentarily "1ives" in
tness new civilizations and lmmedlateély has a
taste of how one might fecl 1lving, under our
civilizetion with all problems, lllke unemploy-
ment, starvation, crises, wars, ete., solved.,
These “ntoplen civilizatlions" are, after all,
nothing more than our own kwestern Furopean
civilization without 1ts problems.

seience fiction storles, In other words,
help us escape from our problems in such a way
that we 1magine our problems solved. The ¢S«
cape 1s only temporary since reallty returns Bo
the reader as soon as he comes Lo Lhe end of
the story. The stories serve as a sort of
"wishful thinking" or “wish fulfillment" for
the reader, who wishes that somothing happens
to solve the problsms of our Weatern Luropsan
Civilization.
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The more the readsr reads aboubt "ubopian
N}

eilvilizaiions™, the more he mulls over the best
kind of sceiety one might live in, and consg-~-
guently wonders how our civilization can be im=
proved. There is no t a fan who does not have 2
biueprint; more or 18 s worked oub, as to how
cur scecliety ought TO beq Uany fans have joined
”W"““LZ“-TG”Q which elaim to work for the
bebterment of our soclety. A muambsyr of Americsa
fans have joined up with Technocrat Socisties;
which hold tae view that the ultimabe salvation
of soeciety is inm the hands of *aahnlclﬁns znd
gscientists. Nany of the Lnglish fans hav
joined Socialist Socisties, which claiwm that as
lung as ouy elvilizetion remains s capitalist
cﬁ&iiTWaEIOF its problems will never be S0 nlved,
he socislists hold that i the worksrs OwWnea
all the factories, ir the peasanns as a whole
shared all land used for farming, without &t tre
same Lims belny Jurced Lo pay venit ftor blie luad,
end if y?oduaticn were Cﬂfsfully planned end
regulated, the problems our civiligation faces,
(unemploymens, war, ste.)would no longer sxist.
In Amsrica, Bsperantist sacieties have sprung
up here and there. Ackerman, & leading sclence
fletion fan in L&l% fornle, 1s ons of ths lsader:
of the Esperantist movement, which holds that
one of the ehief reasons for the sntagonlioms
{which 09u3481aﬁ &
o
w

3

between countiries, of them
tc o to war against eech ot her) is the differ-
ences in language between them, if a common,
universal, language were in use, the Lgperan-
tists?! say, the antagounlsms between nations dus
o the differences in lengjuage beiwsen them,
would disappear, and wars would then be pracs-
ticaelly unknown, Esperanto is the comuoi,
unilversal lan.ue,e offered to all the people
in ths world by the Dsperanbists to climinate
the differsnces in languape between nations.
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The firat fans to rseallze the escape rols
of science fiction were Clifton Amsbery snd
David Lasser.

A fan, as recognized in this articls; 1s
any reader of the science fiction pulp magazines
who tries to commmunicate with other readers. le
may do this by writing lstters to the editor,
of a sclence fiction pulp magazins, or to other
readers of sclence fiction, in which he comments
upon the stories sppearing in the mapgasines,
the suthors whe wrote them, the people who read
them, or the ideas expressed in them. He can
glso ecomrmunicate with other readers of sclsncs
fiction by issuing "fan magazines" in which he
comrents upen comnon things of Interest. A fan
cannot be elected into his position. A psrson
becomes a fan because his Interest in scisnce
fietion is grest enough that he trigs o commu-~
nicate with others who read science fiction
regularly.

Clifton Amsbery was one of the first flans

of Science Fletion. MHe was responsible for the
organization of the Science Correspondsnce Club;
{the first fan organizatlon) where the members
communicated with each other by sending latiers
to one another. Clif was sbout the first fan bo
understand the measage of sclence fiction (that
our civilizatlon ouv.ht to and can be betierved).
Unfortunately, for us, he left the ranks of the
sclence fictionists. Today, however, he is in
the front ranks of the general progressive move-
ment.

David Lasser was another of the early fans
who discovered the message of scilence fleticn.
he, too, left the ranks of fandom; he gave as
the reason for his leaving the fiseld of sclence
fiction, the statement that he felt he could do
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more for the world of tomorrow by fighiting to 0
iwprove the world of today. Davld Lasser la

now the Fresident of the Workers Alllance, an
organization of the unemployaed fighting ©o

improve the conditions cof people out of work or

on WPA,

Some of the later fans who have come o '
enlize what role sclsnce fichtion plsys in theio
ife, are: J.J. Lichel, D.A, ¥Wollhelm, F. Pohl. !
J. Robins, #.C. Lowndes, and L, Perri, These I
have formed an orgaenlzation which attempts teo
unite in a fraternal way, 2ll Irdividuals, who
are interested in i-proving socclety, whethsr by
Teehnocracy, by Lsperanto, or by any other
method., This orpenization iz cslled the "Fubur-
jan Soclety of Few York.,"

For a long period of time, a4 mumber of fans
had developed an erremaous notion of the roie
of science filetion. These fans hsgld that
science fictlon propagandizes sclemce and,
trerefore, encoura.cs people Lo study sclence
in order Lo become sclentists. Lhen anybody
18 asked to neme s sclentist who had becone
intepested in sclence becauss hs (the sclentlss
reac selence fiction, and who, because of 8¢:-
enece fietion, weni fouvr to ssven years through:
collere to becoms a sclentist, hs (the person
eskad; hecomes ouite silent. It 1s trus thav ‘

|

jt b

e

a greet many fans had intsended to bacome
scientisse when they starbed to read sclence
fiction: fopr some reason or other, after having
read ncis-cc fietion for o number of yeers, tho
intersst ¢f these fans in pure snd practlcal |
science de.lined while their interest in specus
1ative scilesne increased. that science fietlon
does ssem to do Is bo encourage fans Lo DSCOWS
snthors and woitoers. The 1ist of fens wWho
have become aulhors and writers cf science
fiction because of thair interesi in sclence
fiction is quite great, and includes sueh wsll
known fans &s: John Vi, Campbell,dr.; Fred Pohls
Rotert V. Lowndes; Iscac Asimov; Ross Rooklyri
and Filton A, Zobtiman. Tae theory that the
reading of scilence fictiom dsads %o the pursult

]
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cf a seientlfic aareef has never provan to be
trus,

The second Internaitional Scisntific Associa-
ticn, & famous Ian organizatlion, was organiged
cen the basis of ancther ecrrconsous theory, which
held that sclence hobbyists snd fans can cooper-
ate with each other in the same organization.
Sclence hobbylsts were that group of psople;fanag
oy otherwise, who wers qu interested in yracfi-
cel science that they built up small iaborator-
les to periorm experiments on sn amabteur scals.
The theory on which the ISA was based, stated
that fans, because of their greater imagination,
could Imagine all =sorts of 1nventians, whils the
Science Hobbyists, because of their tralning,
could go shead and invent what the {(real) fane

imagined,
The clubd invited into its membershlp, "ama-
teur sclentists" whio were not interested in

scisnce fiction, and science fiction fans who
ware not interested in practical science. The
¢iub did not succeed in recruiting "amsteur
scientista" but was guite suseessful in recruii-
ing rveal scisnce flctlonr fans. The dlfferences
in interests betwsen the two groups, instead af
leading to cooperatlion between them, led to
cpsoeter antegonisma bobween them. The conilict
batween these two groups in the 1ISA came to 8
azad vhenthe club, bscause of its work in orpan~
izing the first two Sclence Fiction Conventions,
came to be generally known as & scisnce figtion
club, pure and simple. The club broks up not
long after the gercsd Sclence Fietlon Convenbtion
proving pretty concluslively that Stience hobby=-
i1sts and real science fiction fans cannoct Zet
zlong together in the same orgarizatlion,

Science fietion, then, is rothing moye than
szcape literabure which mokes its readers in-
torested in L proving our society; it doss not
mare selentists out of its readers, but instead
makes vsdicals and authors out of them. This 1s
the role s-ilence fletlion plays in our soeiesg
todny.
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RHAT OF H.P. LOVLCRAUT?

or

A commentary upon J. B. Hichel

Antolyecus

1, too, never knew Lovecrait. Thougn 1
heve resd his masiterplecss of derkling fantasy.
sthorrent evil and loathesocme cults, though I
have foilowed his gigentic strides boward the
goal he finally rsached - genlus =, theough 1
hewe been a humble admirer sinee hils works firs
sppeared in lLeird Tales some fifrteen ysars &go,
(I ned already been throuch the First Wowrld Vas
ond three other campaigns when ths firat lssus
of Veird startled a reallsm weary worid, - and
that should date me as one of the gildsst Yensi,
sot I admired from afer snd could not susgmen v
courace even Lo write to one of the most amaziig
rhenomena sver to enter American ilterary hias-
tory.

Perhaps it was best that way. At times 1

deeply regret ncet having et Lovseralt face to
face or to have had the honor of rscsiving one
of his inestimsble letters, yet perhsaps it 1s

best that I can view his wrltings dispagsion-
stely, as literature, without being dassled by
the nura of his personality. In this way, I
can tiit & lance with J.3. lichel without a
feeling of personal rancer. L =z no sycophant;
no Boswell.

To what doea “ichel object In his srticle
on Lovecraft, appearing in the November FALY
Let me guobe in partte'Lovecrart was the desal;
ensxy of all that to me is everything--gasing
with suppressed hate upon & graat new world
ghiich placed more value upon ths sanltary cone
25tlon of e bathroom flxbure than all the

—
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As I read 1%, UVichel is disturbed and
angered, 0% by Lovecraft the master of fantasy
and horror, not by Levecraft the alchemist who
made words giow with a supernal llght, but by a
Lovecraft whose interest was in the past, in the
imagination, rather than in the present or in
the {we hope) glories of the fuburs. In other
words ¥ichel condemns Lovecrall for not taking
his place in the hurly-burly of today, and thus
we are brought face to face with the most dis-
cussed, most troublssome problem of modern
literature. ~Suall all writing be class con-
scious, or shall the occasionsl man of lettars
be permitted to remsin in his lvory tower and
send out to the world below words of beauty and
glemor? Shall all feel toward the recluas &as
Auden does boward Housmen in his famous (or in-
famous) poem beginning
"o ons -=nob cven Dambridge -- was to blame”.
Or shell we permit the poet, the wizard of words
&z leeway not granted other mortals?

Thepre are %o anaward. Thse firsv 1s 00~
vious, that is, the man of genius will wrltle
what his inwost belng gensrsies and impsl oute
ward his deepest thoughts, wlthout repard %o
the clamor or disdain of the crawd. Villon from
a dunghill seng of purity and truth. {0f course
he sang of other things too). Poe from maduess
gave forth unsurpassed words of mystery and
terror. QCorvantes from prison sent forth his
romence of the simple bubt lowable knlght. Yes,
the men of .enius will write =g he choosesg
pelther conbtennt nor fear will persuads him to
he false to his urgs.

The second answer, though, not so obwvious,
geers o me to be egually trus. I maintalin that
noc reader should abtempt to Influsnce the course
of a writerts thought or output. & can criti-
cizge a writeris abillby, we can condegm his

Iy
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his failure tc pregserve high artistle and
asathetic standards, but We cannot be permlited
to dlctate what he writes, his topiec, his sube
ject, his mode of treatment, We can depreciate
his use of tools, but not the objéet he is
trying to make. As well critlicize grass for
baing green, the sters for twiakling. Thoss
are in the nature of things, end so is & wrlters
creative urge. He must say certaln things. 1T
they are sipressions of class consclouansss,
well snd good. If they are imagsry, illusion

or halluecinstion, egually wsll and good. I
emphaslze, we can criticlze how an author uses
words, but not why he uses them,

As a matter of fact, 1f all wrlting, were
to Pecome class conscious we would lose a mni-
verse of beauty, of grandeur, of exquisite
asgsthetic satisfaction. The same 1s true of
music. lieaven knows Ilandsl and Brahms, Pales-
t=inz and Bach {who wers othereworldly consclou)
Ravel and Stravinsky were not, in thelr musiec,
class conscious. Suppose all writing were to
hecome alasg consclovs. we would, if Siffer-
ences of opinion were allowed, (end thils is
hardly likely in a totalitarian State), have
sn unending guarrel, an everlasting polemic
shat wounld weary and bore to stupefaction the
unlucky reader. God forbid that litersture
should ever be restricted to one subject., OUn
the other hand, if (as 1s most likely in @&
totalitarian stete)no differcnces were sllowed,
we would be driven insaene by the iteration and
reiteration of one tople. I like a clarinet,
bvut I don't want to hear only one note on it
gd infinitum and ad nausean.

To repeat, writers of the highest skill
will write exactly what they please {(unlesas
restrained by force and that, pf course, would
spell the end of genuine literaturs), and we,
as readers should be grateful at the bounteous
repast set before us - not a one dlsh dlet, no®

39
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a Boarmecids fe sgs but a “WOfLGHQ bhanguet o
ﬁivers dishes. ho would always dine on ice
cream only -~ or trips?

Lovesralt was a man of gen niie - 1 daresay
no one will dispube that statemsnt. e wes 2ls0
g solitary. in nis ivory tower {though it was
but a couplé of rooms in a Providence house)} he
ant dresming His mind traversed immessurable
disbtances ln time ond space, he saw visias of

megnific ues as well as of horﬂor which are
forover beyond the visions of xoat of us. Ve
sae ruflactea only in words - megic-words thouzh
&ﬂmg be = whnab e saw in dazziing brillliance.
vho would deny him the »ight Ho drsam ang Lo
record his dreams in imperishable pages? %ho
would stultify his skill by divsrz;ng it into
d

unwantea.vgynrela? Tho would dars demand an
sarthly /£onsciousness of oae who, in spirii,
waa ﬁnf af thias aarth. Lho monid inaist that
Cthalv spesk the langusge of Karl Farx - or of
the Union Leagus Club?®
I havz 0o @ 2l with Tilchel or with ths

eclass conselous writers. A Stelnbeck, & L
Pagson, a Spender, the j are invaluable in
days of trave .l ah% searchin g qucry whan ciouds
darken the earih; aad tze future iz blessk., Vs
need wrlters to elanv thelr kammera of words on
the anvils of our minds, rive homs the dire
necessity of setting our house in order so that

civiilzatlon will wnot porisii. X898, We nesa JLch
men ©to send out gLowinm, angry words to gosd us
to pesace, sscurliy. and nappiness for all and
not only for ths few,

But we nzed the obthers as well. L8 nsed
& Gobsrt Urost woo sings guistly o & Eav s P
land country §ag@a gs well 25 ®We need a iﬂbinsoﬂ

Jeffoms whoss lightnin

ng 1lluminates == gnd
cleanssg == uﬁ“h places. Ue need the oc“t*w
humor of & John Holmes, the historical aicoiness
of & Leil Swangon, or the detzchment of a Sane
tayana, just as mueh as we need the biting,



-

FAE a L 2 o L4 o L] L L ° L] -4 -] o <o L} o a L] o 1 5

fiery language of the reformsr or the radleal.
Balauce sustains sanity. Variety means rlchness

And we need Lovecraft just ag he is (I
rafuse to think of him in the past tense;, for
his wrltlogs wlll always be allve). He lived
in a8 world of hils own, & worid of past and
future, a world of other dimsensions, an alisn,
vnreal world whers unhuman entities prowled.

He was set aside from the hustle of today, from
gur soclal and economic problems. ils btook no
part in present strug les. VWhy not? Surely

in this world of curs there are esnough warriors
to fightin the eause of Justice and righteocus-
ness to permlt an oecaslonal faery mind to roem
g5 it will in space and time. We nsed®bathroon
fixtures in surltary condition",yes, we need

& thousand things to better the unhappy ict, ths
desperate plight of countless millions whoe are
now downtrodden or outcasta. You and I; all

of us, can strive to liprove the world, %o
orovide the "freudom" and "Lquality" which our
founding forsfathers wrote Into the most match-
less social document ever produced. But I, for
one == and I am conf'ldent the ma jority of fans
gre with me, == will not a;ree wlth the magle,
the glemo?, the fantastie gonius of a man iiks
Lovaeralt should be distortoed or diwverted intec
strange channels. Ve have too few human heings
who can penetrate the unknown realm of unrselity
snd faery, Let uas cherish and preserve them.
WSEEIRIE SR PN FHME SR S AR e e e S I SR R RS
Confucius says

Amesrican's funny people. They put whiskey in
glass for strong drink. Then add water to maks
it weak. Then add lemon to make sour. Then add
sugar to make swoot. 'Then say "Hero to youl%..
and drink 1t themself’)
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WHAT SOIuNCE FICTION DID FOR ME
-OR* ;
WHY I FAILED PHYSICS
S OR . B :
WHAT HAPPENS WHEN WIGCINS ASKS 1 T0 KUSH HATwR-:

flals. . &5
OTHOLRWISE PART IX 3

- BY ; '
Jaeck Gillesple

1t was sbout then that I Joined the Gusen's
3,7.L, which hed at the time f£ive other mewbers
including Sykora. This was the [irst tilme I
really met Sykora and I &idn't ilks nim. 7Ths
only fans I didn't like on first meeting were
Sykera and Wollheim. '

The CPASF had been formsd. The NYFA changed
§tis nare and didn?t do much slse, and Sykora
and Goudkst formsd the scleuticilnsms club.

Abount this time the Moskowitz-Wollheim feud
was on in full swing. It was started Dy en
article Moskowitz wrote about lMichel's resolue
tion and went on from thers. The result belng
that two ol the present New Fendowm trio £OT
together for the Newark gonvention. Tourasl was
55111 amisblie to both sides.

By this time I had dropped my corragpondsncs.
and hed lost a good desl of interest in scisnce-
fietion, fan mags, Uthe Sclence Flotlon and
instead had joinsd suother lsagus~-bub then that
is another stozry.

The Nswark conven
an interesting affalir princi
kora taught everyhody npreaen

i

n was Lto say the leasd
pally because Sy-
£ whet an able man

oF
S
3 O

could do with parliemsntery.law. Sykora then
S that the chalyuaan

after gebtilng & moiion passsd
appoint a committes Ho take cars of the World
Convention in 1839 appointed hia comwittee and
promptly Forgot about 1t. Straunge ars the weys
of man.

Along asbout then at a Cusen's S.F.L.meabting,
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who should turn up but Wwollheim, I'lchel, Pokl,
and some others, and who should hapgen to be
ebsent but Sykora. As a resulit no blackballs
wore cast and they all became members. The
name was cheanged to ths Grester New York S.F.L.
Sykora tried to get Moskowitsz sand Osheroff into
the ovyanlgatbion bui four blackballs were cest.
¥ine was one of them apd as I look back I don't
think 1t was the wlsest thing in the world we
could have done.

However, that was the last meeting Sykors
gttended, and two meetings afterward a motion
was brought up for his expulsion. Taurasi ra-
fussd to recognlze the motlon on the grouands
that Sykora was not present, nor had he besn
notified. 'Tauraal was forthwith impsached, and
e trial was held at which visitor Cleire Beck

{(end 2 very likeable fellow, too) was proascubcon

Taurasl waa found gullty, and was uno longer
direetor. He then refused hls house ns mesting
place, and 1t was only a matter of days before
another name was to be found on the dooxr of
Syknora, Moskowitz and Co.

The UANY folded up and within & short time
the Cueen's BFL was reorganlzed.

The MUTUHIANS were formed, first as a
comrurial front organlzation and two meelings
later the consnlltutlon revised to remove all th:
political trappings from the eclub, and as a re-~
sult the Futurlans became an organization of
those who liked us more than them, with & few
straddiers such ag Thompson, Goudket, and
Qahinaky.

The Philadelphia Conference came sometime
in Octobex with no Futurians vepressnted, whieh
dldn't help our preatige any.

From October £i111 July nothing of any im-
portance happened, except that a wvery confused
FAPA election was held and I thlnk that the FAPL
has Jjust about pulled out of 1t =t the time of

this writing. t any rate & mailing is promisec.

At the end of June people begen coming into lea-
ven (23 we villa.ers gall law Yor¥) for tho con-
vertion and wareTinvarisbly met LY Futirianss

v
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the balladry of sclence fiectlon.
by Jjobn mighel, -

(This is printed.sxactly as wspgeived. lMlchel
asked us o insert necessary caps and punchbué-.
thon, bub we, also, know little of grammar and
prefer the virgin writling).

all greab movements have a hebit of getiling
their outstanding events, occasions and histor-
lcal occasions recorded in the language oif the
muse goupicd with the harp whoss 3weet sound
resounded through tara's hslls., Sclenes flc-~
tion, no less then any other orgsnizational
growbth, on the face of.the planet has accumuiat-
od to 1tselfl & goodly gquantity of robuabt lyrles
more often than.not set to .a popular song of
the day. most of the ballads were born in the.
heat of struggle end righteous indignation,
others saw the light of day during quiel momentis
of contemplation round the tables st meetings
and still others were spewned in tribute and in
memory o somd great figure or svent whose 1~
pressive bulk filled for that moment and in itse
sweet lines, the lore of a2ll science flction,
past, present and futurs.

the composers of thesse lyrice and tunes are
names. wsll known to the world of stf, williem
s. sykora; donald a..wollkeim; Jjohn b. michels
frederik pohli; robert w. lowndss and others.
For unknown reasdns most of scisnce flietlon's
balledeers have been those whose lives in stf
have been oubsitanding.: thilsg, no doubt is anale-
agousd to vhe hisvorieal curiosiyy that lewders
of great moveoments and movers and shakers have
glsc many times been poeis 'and jonglaurs, OUr-
ing out upon a breatless world the working of
their loves and hates, fears end aspirations in
the form of plainbtive lullebies, rasognding odes
and crooning wmush. the leaders of sclencs fie-

——————
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tion have pleyed true to this historicel rule.
this 1s the first of a serles of the song of
sclence fiction., let 1t bs remembered that all
of them were born of inspiration and in the
midst of great wrack and stress and that they
epply only to the times for which they were
wrltten, 1let uno one take offense, readers sre
invited to contribute to this series any song
relating to stf they may have written or heard.
off-color balladry of whiech a good deal exists
ig naturally barred. but will be addad to the
private gullectlon of your author with glee.
from the pleces in my collectilon I can only say
that those who quail st the th .iht of risque
writing la the balladry of stf. know nothing of
the pant 11fe of the field. good taste prohib-
1ts both publicetion of these particnlar items
and revelations of thelr suthorship. they wers
honast Dul rough.

toaurasl's swan song:

componed by robert w. lowndes and clalre beck
on the lmpeachment of james v, taurasi, direce
tor of the gynafl,

fune: the road to mandalay.

in a 1little flat in flushing
looking gloomy at the marsh,
there's a little boy & sighing
for he thinks we done him harsh.

for he 1s no longer chairman

cf the pood old gnys

they have thrown cut poor taurasi
and he camnot figure why

aid he cannot figure.

0! he cannot figcure why
and a tear 1s in his eye
for na longsr hais distator

of" the dear old gny.

1
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