A
% A
s,

£S

LT




APRIL 1940

Volume 4, Ho. 9 Whole Number 45

g 3 % S 3 M G 3 S B 3 B oS F W O RN o W oW ek

PAGE
Commentary 3
Yo TFFantasle Bpckes "7
Vagebondia, or Doc's Litherings 9
What 1Is It 12
Random kotes 14

A6 F 3F 38 S 3R AF 3P W oF S o W S SR R W oW W ow W osb ok

Clon Fo VWig InS v o o o o o o = » . LDITOR
P, J. Searles . e o o ASS0CIAYE  LDLTOR
Donaid A. ¥Wollheim o « GONTRIBUTINLG LLDITOR
IInSu K‘lI‘b}T e ® o s o &5 o C(JLTK.[L/SU'].IIL\G I'JJ.l‘llU“
James M, ROZEPS & s o o o o 5 o <ARL BEDLITOR
PR - S - T T - - B < A B I Y S R
FAYX 1s3 published by Clon ¥F. Wigiins, 3214
Champa Strect; Denver, Colorado,

B
@

dF 3 3k 3 O o dE 3 W W W o W W o b w o W %
One year subscrigtions only »1.00 in cash,
money order or 135¢ stemps.

.

i

. . r TR T TR T S W T S | S |
A R I B I A B A B 5 A H W Ok W W W




FAI@ - L] o e L L L L] o e L -] [ ] I L v L] L] 5

gy | [WESTERN UNION]
Wﬂ"i‘ ers Ua Qes‘( =

A — e . 2 e

You may (or may not} have heard of 4an
article in the Writeris JDigest for Janusry 1940

by one Jerry lesteriielid, entitled "The Skyis }
no Limit", The articlec dsalt with sclence-fiction |
magazincs in general, Amagzlng Stories and Fantssw i
tic Adventures in particuiay and ended up with fq
remarks upon fandom. 1fortunately thess remawlks !
were erroneous in many places, and in some cases )
might be construed as being libelous. Gonsequentlyg3
your columnist wrote to the editors of the Writer s |
Digest setting things aright, and requesting that
our lietter be publlshed in the Por lum., The
gditors replied about three wee lat r, claiming '
thst our letter was much oo oﬁg {although they i
hava many tims publLShed 1etfers twice as long
in reference o nothing at 81l1) and ﬁﬁiiﬁg us %@ !
oll it down "so we zan glve the eass succinatly®.
gdd- 36, ”qilint 32id rspliss on larch 4 Fhe Two
ues of ths wriferia Ligest have gines apprured,
honk m@ﬁt*ov of tha .LetterB but we hope they
1
ix

publish it in their next issue, As = matterp
iberest we append the text of the second shorbte-
ened letter we sent them . ) . S
"Forum Dept., writeris Digest, 2: .ast 1lzZih |
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Strcet, Cineinnatl, Ohlo. Gentlemon: 'In "The
Sevls Jo Limit", I regret to say that the author
e ot as well informed on the fan ri{eld aspect
of ceclence fiction as he might be. Solence fic-
tior fans can be divideag, cenerally, into two
tyn=s: (1) those fans who adhere to tho Jules
Ver:2 type of sclence fiction, that run of story
vrich places its accent on the role that mechan-
ical  selence will clay in shaplng, the future,
and (2) those fans who adhere to the il.G. Liells
type: that run of story which aceentuates the
role of soclal seiences in makling, the world of
toroerrow,

'Thhus we have the Vernisna, who thinlz that
fare should become scientists 1n order to Justify
their 'position, and help make #nciance fiction
cor€ true; and we have the Lellalans, who clainm
that fans should partlcipate 1n wowe form of
soclolegleal movement, that thelr rolos so fur as
Sciei:ce itself goes should be no murs than defend-
ing sclentific progress against thosa who preach
8 dolng=away wilth the further march of ascience.
The ‘atter, lellsian, fans are \ore or less Loosec-
1y known as "l'ichelists".

"But they are not "old-time lechnocrats" as
Jr. ‘esterfield »ut 1t. In the firut place,
“iehelism did not be_in to assert 1tself until
late 1937; Huio CGernsback was plug. ing Technocracy
in his magazines in 1933, Thero arc aome Techno-
erats awong the Michelists, but they speak only
for themselves; the !'ichelists have never actually
or_arized or accepted, as a whole, anv apecifiec
phllesnnhy, credo, or scheme of action. Because
i = _reat deal of personal enmity between prom-
incnt Uicirelists and prominent Vernians, both
sides have been accused of nearly every crime
ira_jir-able.

"Thus, I'r. V.esterfield 1s incorrect vhen he
state3: "iieading the Lichelists 1s a low Yorker
narel Donald A, Wollheim," The 1 ichel ists have
no leader; l'r. wollheim has, however, twice been

i
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voted the nation's number one fan. ind the Verns=
ians dg not like thils at all.

“r. Westerfield also errs when he stated
that Wollheim: "Points a scornful finger at the
Bell Telephone Company, accusing them of suppress-
ing ggten?siz Reference to the article in
question (vide: Science Flction Fan, Jul 1639
will show That Viollhelm merve ¥y quo éd thg’paten%
study of the Federal Communications Cormmission.

'Furthermore the comment: "Yost fans resent
the intrusion of the Iichelista" is far from
corrvect. The Vernians resent ths very existence
of the Wichelists, true. But the Vernisns are
not "most fans®. Since Fichelism is & vhenomenon
peculalr to science fiction fans alone; since all

incheliﬁts are fans, there could not be any "in-
 trusion”. lloreover, the fichelists have #rw:ys hoen

eonfined to any particular section of the country,
such as New York. ’
'"The most glaring mistekte in Mr. Westerfield!':
statement is: "And during the science fiction cone
vention, held in New York last July, the fans
refused to let them (Iflchelists) invade thelr ranks.
As a matter of fact they literally threw them out".
'%0 one was "thrown out" of the Wworld Sciencs

Fletlon Convention, There were a large number

of Tichellsts in attendance., Iowever, six promin-
ent fans were denied admittance by the Convention

| Comvittee, althou h the Co:rvention had been widsly

'Despite a concerted eiiort on the part of the entlru

advertised as "open to all fans". These six were
perticular .ichelists against whom the Vernian Cfon-
vention Coumittee felt particular personal hatred.

gsgsemblage to over-rule to Committee's declsion,
and admit these six, the tiny minority ir control
manazed to block this effort by simply refusing
to allow resolutions of votes of any kind. Ly
confirmat.on of this, 1 refer you to nditors

Frederik Pohl (Astonishing and Super-Science Stories

John W, Campbell, Jdr., (Astounding Sclence iiction
and Unknown) and Charles D, Hornlg (Science Fiction

s acet

e . e
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and Future Fiction), =2s well as anthors Jack
Williamson, Manley Wwade V.ellman, Lee tregor,
Ray Cumiings, Isaac Aslmov, L. Sprajue de Camp,
and Artist Frank 2. Paul, to name a few,

'T-3 reaction of fandom as a whole was one
of complete sympathy wlth tho slx fans barred;
even thoese expressly Vernlan condemned the ac-
tlor of the Conventlon Comritteo, 1| refur you,
for example, to the statecment made by the Los
Angeless Science Fiction Loague; thin 1a typical
of the reactions of fandom as an wholo, with the
excection of a few close friondn of Lhe Conven-
tion Comalttec. That [llchellam 1taelt was not
the (rounds for barr:ng these fans 1s shown by
the statement you quoted from !'vr, Hykora: that
statement is 100 Micheliat.

*In conclusion, I might add that science
fietion fans are the most energellc und vitup-
erative body of ma uzlne-adhorents to be found.
Any mazber of feuds, rosultlng f(ron the essen=
tial differences in oullook botweon the two
groups have arisen and have beon raging meny
yeers., But despite it all, tho fans manage
to do things and go places.'" Sincerely,
Robert EB. Lowndes.

It is hoped that the edlitors of the
Lriteris Digest live up to tho fulrness and
sincerity they indiceted in thelr (irst letter
to your writer by publishing thius reply in the
forthcoming issue of the magazine.




Strictly speakin; these works are not
zlagsifiable as fantasy - at least not to the
zolence=fliction fan but no one can doubt as yet
‘nat their general theme tends still to be fantas-
picb I refer to two books on astroneutics by two

srsons known toe stf - THls CORQULST OF SPall by

Dav*d Lasser (Penguln Press, 1931) and ROCALTS
THROUGH SPACLE by P.E. Cleator (Simon « Schuster,
1336) . Fans will remember Lasser for his editor-
hip of WORLLE STORLIES FRON June 1929 to October
1933, and they wlll remermber P.Z. -Cleator for his
ertlcles on rocketry in the first Sritish stf
maﬁaaine SCOUPS as well as for his story "lartian
Tacness in the June 134 WOkLiR. Both these per~
scns became Interested in rocketry and the science
of space~fli ht (whose technical title 1s astro-
::;;i\_)thwough thelr connectlons with science-

fiction. It was as editor of VWONDLR thet YMr, Lesser

came into agrecment with the idea growing out of
the Scienceers and oul of Gernsback that a society
should be formed for the specific purpose cf re-
search into space travel. Yr. Lasser was first
president of the fmericen Interplanstary Soclety
nowi known as the Arxerlcan ilocket Society. Cleator

becare president of the sritish Interplanetary
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Society which did an amount of good theoretical
work until the var caused a suspension of thelr
activities.

TH: COLOURST 0. SPACE 18 now a rare book to
oLtain, !'r. Lasser as most newspaper-wlde fans
know is now connected with the V.orker's aAlllancs
and spends no further time on fantasy. TIL COL-
CULLT OF SPnJn is not a technlcal work however.
1t 1s a fairly easy and casual survoy of the back-
ground of rocket flight, the knowledge of the
subject at the ti-e, and the aspects of actual
space travel. FPart of the book describes an lma, -
inary voya_e into space detalling the factors taatb
would be 1ikely to arise, The book 1s lijnt anc
will curry extensive information on the subjcct to
& new comer but 1t will not convey any solicd facts
to the person probing for more factual fi_ures.

Th book is illustrated by four plates - two of
which are scenes from the German motion picture
"By Rocket to the oon".

ROCKETS THROUGH L.PACL, subtitled "The bLawn of
interplanetary Truvel", is a far more up-to-date
volume and contains far more information statistlcs
ané diagrams of actual rocket models, designs and
excerirents. Plates show Pendry (CGawaln Edwards)
and the ARS rocket which made a record of 700 miles
an rovr, scenes fron Jules Vcrne, from the UFA f1lm,
from various rocket mail and rocket experimenters
fli;hts., Rather than cealing with Inmag inary
£11; hts torough space itself, the {reater part of
the bos>k recounts the actwal experiments made on
the subject of rocketry, detaillng the work of the
German Soclety and its "Maraks', the American So-
clety's trials, the various mall-rockets, both
winced and otherwise, and other experliients.

One or both of these books should be must rcad-
ing for at least nine-tocnths of the writers whose
dizzy yarns of s ace-auventure appear in the maga-
zines today. & few cold facts on the subject would
douse thelr fine fantastically nonsensical space=-
plrates, {arba e men, warsnips, a:d mali_nant Lar-
tlan marauders into thin soup.
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4 LPACK, subtitled "The bLawn of
(rzvel", is a far more up-to-date
.italns far more informetion statisties
s of actual rocket models, designs and
.8, Plates show Pendry (Gawain Edwards)
ARS rocket which made a record of 700 miles
., 8scones from Jules Verne, from the UFA film,
, varilous rocitet maill and rocket experimenters
4 hts, Rather than wealing with imaginary
Jli_nwta throuzl space itself, the prcater part of
the bosk recounts the actual experiments made on
the subject of rocketry, detaillng the work of the
Jorman Soclety ‘and its "Maraks", the American So-
clety's trials, the varicus mail-rockets, both
win ed and otherwise, and other experlments.

One or both of these books should be must r<ad-
ing for at least nine-tonths of the writers whose
dizzy yarns of s_ ace-auventure appear in the ma;a-
zlnes today. & few cold facts on the subject woula
douse thelr fine fantastically nonsensical space-
plrates, {arba;e¢ men, warsnips, aid mali_nant .apr-
tlan marauders into thin soup.
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A pleagant diversion for any stf fan thess
days is to behold newsreel photos of 1v40 super-
borbers, etc., and recall that Viesso and #Yaul wer.
[drawing planes such as these as far back as 6 to 8
years sgc. Yet, today, they don't seem to be drawe
'ing planes such as one might conceivably be seeing
'five to eight years from now. Nor, as a maitler of
fact, cdoes any artlst secm to be doing so with the
possible exeention of Krupa. A bright new penny to
whoever who can tell us why. ¢ A worthwhile job
for some fen who is sincerely interssted in Belng of
service to the fan-world, ¢rme who has had experience
in mimeograph work and who can turn out a nsat Job,
and, inslly, one who knows his onions ebout fan-
history, would be golng through all the fan maga-
zines, and picking out the numerous ltems which are
really worth the readers! while. There are a good
nvmber of them, tho the amount is small in relstion
;to the total amount published. These carefully
selected itemrs would be published in a large-sized,
neatly-mimeoed monthliy ran-mag, which would carry nc
editorial comrent or reader's section but merely the
goods. Anyone want the job? st¢ The matter of libe
els which has Just recently been aired in relation 10
a particular publishing ~ompany, 19 nne which fan-

e e Tt
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editors must give careful thought. There have been
a great many statements published in fan magazines
of all k nds and types which could be construed as
libelous, and which, had parties concerned been ln a
mind tc push the cases, would have landed a number of
fans in jail. Fan-editors have got to realize that
they are legally reponsible for everything they pub-
1ish (if they're under age, then thelr parents or
guardisns are repponsible). A few cases of criminal
1ibel against fan publlcatlons might easily result
in such legal applications as would curtall serious-
1y all fan-publications. uhlle freedom of the press
18 not actually withdrawn, still qualifications can
be made which would prevent many fens from publish-
ing. #%% It's most discouraging to learn that the
Dritiskh Flat (Gngland's version of the ivory Tower)
has fallen apart. Lave LcIlwain'!s 2nd issue of
Gargoyle carries the story on that; and it matches
ouf owr Futurian House and lvory Tower in general
supersanity end delightful doings. ### At the lvory
Tower, Technoecrats Lowndes, Wwollheim, ¥ichel,and
Cohen cen be digcovered almost any time speculating
(in & rost un-Teéchnocratic manner, as Technies aln't
supposed to speculate -- at least not on the record)
on how stf magazines will be published and run under
the Technate, Of course, chirps the Daw, there isn't
any real sclence fiction bvelng published today.
Maturally: any stf story laid in the future, which
31d rot show the USA under & Technate (or functional
system equal thereto) or in increasing chaos, Just
jen't based on scientific deductlon. It's sheer
fantasy. Whereat non-Technocrats Gilson and Korn-
bluth snicker loudly. s=## This seems to be a frult-
ful subject: how would our stf magazines be run?
Under a Technate or functional-control systemx egual
thereto. Since expense (in energe) is no object,
any motives of personal profit 1s out, the megs
would have to fulfill a considerable demand if the
Technate were to subsidize them. Otherwlse, thez'd
have to be brought out privaetely, by individuals in-

B vl
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terested, in their spare time. (They'd only have
20 hours of the 24 in "spare time" to work on them!)
Thien they could be as esoteric as the editors wished
But 1t secms to follow that there might b2 a large
encugh desire for stf magazines from the geéneral
public, so that some people would spend thelr 4
hours: working on the production of such. What would
the stories be about? Some, perhaps, would be ad=~
venture tales of the terrible past ages under scar-
clty-economlies, tales of what might have happened
1f the U.S. hadn't awakened in time, vihers would
deal with all manrer of stf possibilities sven as
today. Only there they wouldn't have the kind of
vilians that we have now. There would be personal
strug, les depicted, but none motivated by deslre

for personal profit, or control of the world or
Technate. 7There would be rivalry to see who .could
achleve the most, yet, under the conditioning of
the Technate, would rivals stoop to aabotage? An
interesting point.

}

There would certainly be all manner of ad-
ventures on other planets. And no doubt the bulid-
ing of new civilization there. But what form would
these take? Ir the stf tales of tomorrow, they
would take the same forms, at their best, that the
present (then) siowed. They would be functionsl
rather than based upon FPrice System ideas, which
would be things of the past by the tire homc sap
arrived at the moon. #i## Yould these stf tales of
tomorrow be as interesting and thrilling as the best
of today; I rather think they would -- to the read-
ers of towrorrow.

l
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- Int?oﬁuping Yula Grec, our Supper Science
Lditor, in chnarge of this proceseding and all similsr
future mistakes, Yula Gree used to be our Forning

Loy £ A, -
tiracle [aster, but has bsen recently elevated be-

| 1944.

cause of rare (you'll seel) ability in handling
Scientificontests, J ing such

e presents this one:.

4 sparsiing idea came in today on the

Train from one of readers up in
= 3 s ) - o’ u.y 2

lle writes (four years from now); and that

B de® o

.
Eh}
cur investigstive

. fact he presents, and conclusion he draws, is the

subject of this unusual chance for onse of our
readers to win any of four of two valuable science
fictlon classics.

His amazing statement: "The other day I
trained my telescope south in an effort to view the
offices of STF. Valling to see them'--=his astound-
ing conciusion=-~" 1 decided that the earth must be
curved"

what are our reacers reactions? (careful with
thosc ray ;uns!) Lthich do you jein of two factions?

13
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*At least we have no puns). Lo you say our world's
‘ne t.estyl?

For the best answers received after the issue
of contest-announcerment-winners has gone to press,
we will award: 1. An oraer good for one shower
fnstalled in the "Ioon Pool"; 2. Flit for "The
cecond Swarm"; 3. One translation of a Clark As an
csmith fantasy; ¢, Two boxes, John Taine's "Seeds of
Life:; and 5. The brother of "The Birl in the Golden
Atom™ .

1+ is understcod in entering thet all prizes
are sent C.0.D., and number 3 is subject to change
as we ray not be able to find anyone wvho can trans-
lete a CASmith story.

Now, how do you lice our contest? There wlll
be more. You cen send your complalints to ry sister,
Ia Gree; but there!ll still be more ...

P.S. the 5th is the booby-prize, % cause==-heck--
who wants the brother of the "CGirl in the Golden

Ator™ %

G2 % 3 SE 4 4 46 G 3 3 SE o b e W W ¥ W % % 4w W F

Applause for Campbell who has given us Hubberd's
"Final Blackout" in Astounding. The Sclence ltiction
world needs more stories with depth and penetration

to them.

things, how about "Bub
Without Hornms" in Unknown. Ghastly and depressing,
ves but who know but that it may be an accurate
Porecaost of the future, perhaps the very near
future.

-

And speaklin, of such

L
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Three rousing cheers for dear old Frank

|| *unsey Sompany. It 1s, of course, nc news to our
| mmltitude of readers that "Pamous Fantastic Myster-

ies" has for months been giving the fans a sumptu-
ous bangust. The Chinese like to bury eggs for
years and leter dig them up and sat them. (They
really are delicious as 1 know from having eaten
them meny times while living in China). Simileriy
| selence fiction and fantasy fans like to "bury"

' some of theilr favorite stories and dig them up
yvears later for vrereading.

Unless a science fiction or fantasy devotee
is a riproaring fan who collects and hoards every
iter in the field (a presdeliction that takes time,
space and money), he will miss or everlock many
ochoiee tidbita. Also meny of us do not feel 1like
saving every magezine ever published merely to have

1|l on nhand for liater rereading a few prizs svories.

That is just where “lkamous Fanbastic l'ysteries”
'step In. irom the files of inrumerable magazines,
\and to a large extent at the request of readers,
'the editor seleects outstanding science flction and

!]..

‘fantasy yerns for vepublication. I'any of these
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storles have never bef'ore been seen by most of us

| and come as a most delectable surprise. Uthers

T ————

were perhaps read years ago and then lost and con-
‘sequently appeal to us today just as would 8 renew-
al of 2 valued friendship.

H The edlitor has done a suprisingly good job
rn avolding hacikneyed stories that have besn re-
rinted almost ad Infinitum and which can be found
n any library, ond has concentrated on lesser
nown, perhaps obacure tales that pleased the fans
decede or a (eneration past. The venture is
xceedingly welcome, and 1, for one, wish it all
uccess. Une fuan recontly wrote me that he con-~
idersd "iramous Fantantlc !'ysteries® the finest
e azine of its lind. 1 do not entirely agree,
because I feel thal whille resurrecting the past is
of importance and Inteérest (that's why archeologists
®xist), we must also ;o forward with new writers,
Bev kinds of storlea, new flights of science and
magination in our nttempt (moager and feeble though
t may be) to insure a better world. At the same
dme I glve full pralse and thanks to those who havs
roduced "Famous Fantastlc lLysterles" and thus _iven
8 & treat thel we otherwlse would never have en-
yed.

Not satlafiesd with publishing "Femous Fane
astlc I'ysterles" tho ! unsey Company .oes on to
ove to the fans thet they are offerin, not a
armacide feast but rather a real banquet by
inging out "l'antnstiec Movels". The two magazines
e supplementary. The formoer will hereafter be
evoted to short astories and will, so we are assurved
ontain no serlula. The short stories will consist
lmost entirely of long wanted reprints. Long
tories or comvlete novels which normally would
pear as serlals will now be published complete
n a single 1ssue of the latter megazine. The first
novel to appear was "The iilind Spot" a classié
comparable to "The i'oon Pool". Next issue will
bring Tngland's "pDariress and Dawn" and a little
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jater we ave promised "The Spot of Life" and others.

The writer of this article is in nc way
connected with the 'unsey Company, has never met
anyone connected with the Company, and has no
interest in boosting the two magazlines except as
most velcome additions to the scilence flection agnd
fantasy field. Iore power and success to then.

Amon; the storles which I would like to see
reprinted are the following - some of which I have
heard but never read and others which 1 want to

| re~read:

C LI R e Bl

0dd John, 3y Stapledon

fhe Hampdenshire l.onder, iy uveresfora

The Lorth West Smith Storles, by C.L.
'oore.

The Lwellers in the Wirvage. by lerritt.

world Divided, By Vinikl

The Titan, by Killler

Doctor Fogi, by Katson

They iound Atlantls, by wheatley

Tiie liuman Zero, by Gardner

Red Twllight, By Vincent

The Great Stone of Sardis, by -tockton

The other Side of the koon by Hamllton

Seyond the Rim by S. Fowler liright

Cassandra by Berkelsy

Into the Infinite, by Hall

Lhen Liorlds Collide, by Dalmer and :.clinig

The Piantom in the Rainbow by La Kaster

Triplanetary by Snith

Tre Second Delu.e by Serviss

After l.orlds Collide by Dalmer and .cilalg

Yaster inds of Venus by Sonnemnan

The Councill of Lrones, By Sonnenan

Venus Adventure, by Harriss

war of Two Wworlds by Hemilton

The l.an from Beyond by llarriss

The Laughing Death by Hall




liorlds HAdrift by Hall
bucecubus by Ziska
wan of AL es, by Ziska

What do the rest of the readers think of that
1ist. Terrible? All right, send in your own
1ist to ua, and Also send it to "Famous Fantastic
I'ysteries" or "/antastlc l.ovels".

D R B SRR A B TR I A )
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thy don't you send a vote to Arthur L. Lidner,
Jdr., 2ox 122, leyantville, liass., for hls poll as
to the"best over" wrlters of science or fantasy
fiction? pelleve 1t or not, Canmpbell leads the
parade to date with the genius of them all (in my
opinion) Loveerai'tt 1n 7th place.

I B B IR R R B O B - SN R R A T R - S

iLhen, oh when, willl lLazel lieald do some mors
writing? lier "lorror in the [fuseun" which appeurcc
n “welrd a8 few yeurs a, 0 was a splendid plece of
woriz, and so were her other storles. <Lhe has pro-
uced very little but 1t has all been first rate.

IR BT I R T I T ¢ B B R I

I still hope (for a confirmed pessirist I do

a lot of hoping), I stlll hope someone will soon
publish V.einbaum's last work "The iad Brain". A
lot of nonsense hus been sald and written about

1t being "too strong meat". Since when have fans
balked at anything that was well written? 1I, for
one, will juarantee to buy and read it, whether in
magazine or book form.
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Yhat has happened to “"Stardust” lately? Beauti
1y printed and worth continuing even though

so“e of the contents were rather sad., AL least

it was 1eﬁih1n Speazing of leglbilliy; hss any-

orne's eyesight been enough for the Foskowitz, et
al publications9
Bod G W Sk % A 6 G R N % b3 4 SR 4 9 % 4 3 3
Another hope - that Farvel Tales {Crawford?s
magazine) will be revived. There have been some
rumors along that line,
I IR A I I I B R U T S R R N G e
Sykora, Taurasi and oshkowlte,
Always give me lots of fits,

Yoskowltz, Sykora, and Taurasi,
Always drlve me crazy

Taurasl, Yoskowltz and Sykora
Are alwayd sure to bore ya.
(Qotten thm NG but the 3dea 13 thewe)

Rumors have been flyatlng around for months
that TFarnsworti: Wright is going to start a new
weird or fantasy magazine of his own. I hope it
is true. Wright did a grand job with ".eird Tales"
He has a flalr for the outré and although curiously
enou_b he never seemed tc appreciate Lovecraflt as
a genius of the occult and non-human and showed
this non-apprecistion by rejecting some of the
master's finest stories (YAt the Nountains of iiad=
ness” for example), he did present to his resders
some truly great pleces of filetion. I, for one;
hcpe he tries his hand agaln, One thing certain
is that a magazine edited by Wright will never
print the puerile, infantile trash that is now
flooding newstands in the pulse of "science fietion'
or “"fantasy". A question - who 1s the most childe

sh or moromic, those who write or those who read
guch tripe? (I apologize to tripe which is a
fairly good dish).
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f Speaking of sueh things, "Leird Tales" secms
to e [olng doun hill rapidly. 1 still read it
becouse of an occasional good story and becausoe I
still Lope for & renaissance. For years nothingc
could conpare vwlth 1t - L am spealting of "fantasy”
racazlnes only, not "science fiction”. Those were
the duys of Loveeraft ~ may his name persist for-
pver - SelReibulth, lerritt, 8. L. lLoore, Derleth,
karncred, Lagel Heold end & dozen others. even

#1l1iamson was ood in thoss days before he ran
ovt of lmagination and began to repeat. And hew
gbout the early lamilton, to 88y nothing of Tuinn,
Blcel, Hofiman Frice and sc on?

1}

Today'a vird Teles" makes me bow oy nead i

gorrew. L have read cne story in a new serices Ly
Beaford Jones, culled “"The Profescional Coras”,

0w L heve read a great deal of Bedford Jonss! out
put in veri us tields and admire his ability and
industry, but his new series is Jjust about the
nedir in fantesy. it should be heztily interrad,
Sim larly, wany other stories in recent issues of
"fteiid Tales" are deeldedly inferi.r. I dor i
expect masterpicees in every issus - maste:
gce3 cun'l be bought at any corner store - but
0 ask reasonobly high quality. Dear Lditor of
veird Tules" please for the sske of one who has
ad every mwonth every issue from Lumber One to
e present time and who for ssventeen years has
agerly awalted its monthly arrival, pleass find
ore pood writers with good stories. Sisyphus
fier overy failure returned undaunted to his
S
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of rolling the storne uphill, Cannot you
o the same?
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Augzust Usrleth is workling on the second and
third volumes of the Lovecraft lemorial, one %o
ba rency in 1941 tnd one in 1942 = provided ha
geta f'un suvgort and provided his own sericus




: writing permits _iving the projecet the attention
it requ'wcs. «¢ owe a world of thanks to Lerleth
for the “"The Jutsider” and should sunjort the re-
malnder of the venture.

Lith ell ny balliyhoo and e¢nthusiasm for
rovecralt, you xay thinz ke 1s to e what ninL
b Charles! hea“ was to ulek, (go read "wavid Copper- |

fielé" if you don't know what I mean). well, %
1 do consider him the greatest writer of fantasy

1
] nl 1 sl by i
tlot evsr lived~--and [ Iraven t Ior_otten roe, l
s aechien op ‘llackwood, |

Ir medlevual days water for the [llack Jea
port c¢f Theodosia on the Crimea was obtalned in :
a curious manrer. On rearby helihts were erected '
rrert piles of broken stones upon which the moist -
breczes froi the sea would condense some of their !
water. 'T[hirteen of these piles, connected with the
city by & system of sundstone plpes, supplied }
16,000,000 gallorns of fresh water daily and per- 1
| mitted Theodosia to become the most i portant point’ |
. on the north coast of the Black Sea, i

Barbaric conguerors permitted the stone piles
to becore over_rown wlth vegetation, which de-
}  stroyed their efiectiveness, In the nineteenth
century modern enigineers attempted to restore them
to usefulness, but the e¢ffort was not successful.
Thie theory of operatlon is simple and if it could
g;aln be worked out in practice it would bring
to wroductlive life many arid seacoasts.
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