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3FAN .

You may (or may not) have heard of -an 
article in the Writer^ Digest for January 1940 
by one Jerry Westerfield," enB^^ “The Sky’s 
no Limit”. The article dealt with science-fiction 
magazines in general, Amazing Stories and Fantas- 
tlc Adventures in particular, and ended up with 
remarks upon fandom. Unfortunately these remaps 
were erroneous in many places, and in some eases 
might be construed as being libelous. Consequently,' 
your columnist wrote to the editors of the Writer s 
Digest setting things aright, and requesting that’ 
our letter be published in the Fora column. Th® 
editors replied about three weeks later, cl»gyring 
that our letter was much too long (although they ) 
have many time published letters twice as long 
in reference to nothing at all) and asking us fc© 
Loll it down ”so we can give the case succinctly®, 
'is did so, wailing said replies on Larch 4th. W® 
issues of the Writer’s Digest have since appeared, 
wltho-et mention of ths letter, but we hope'they 
will publish it- in their next issue. As a matter 
of interest we append the text of the second short
ened letter we sent them .

’’Forum Dept. Writer’s Digest, 22 Last 12th
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Cincinnati, Ohio. Gentlemen: ’In "The 

Sky s No Limit , I regret to say that the author 
13 ot as well informed on the fan laid aspect 
of science fiction as he might bo. Science fic- 
tlor fans can be divided, generally, into two 
ty^ss (1) those fans who adhere to the Jules 
'erm type of science fiction, that run of story 

w^if" places its accent on the role that median— 
sc$-ence will play in shaping the future, 

ana (2) those fans who adhere to tho 11.a. V.ells 
type: that run of story which »c<ontuutee the 
role of social sciences in making the world of 
tomorrow.

’Thus we have the VemlnnB, who think that 
xans should become scientists lu orUur to Justify 
their position, and help make ;ici< iir fiction 
come true; and we have the Loll .il mm, who claim 
that fans should participate Ln . farm of 
sociological movement, that their r>loa so far as 
science itself goes should be no । psi than defend
ing scientific progress against thorm who preach 
a do-ng—away with the further march of science. 
The latter, Lellsian, fans are torn or less loose
ly known as I'ichelists”.

But they are not "old-time hnocrats" as 
:.3r. ’ esterfield put it. In the flrot place, 
’ Ichvlism did not be^in to assert Itself until 
^ate 1937; Hugo Gernsback was plug, Ing Technocracy 
in rds magazines in 1933. There are some Techno
crats among the L’ichelists, but they speak only 
for themselves; the I Ichellsts have never actually 
organized or accepted, as a whole, nn« specific 
phnctophy, credo, or scheme of action. Because 
c»* 51 _,reat deal of personal enmity betwoen prom
inent 'ichellsts and prominent Vernlnns, both 
sides have been accused of nearly every crime 
1-1 -able.

’Thus, :r. Lesterfield la incorrect when he 
states: "Heading the I,ichellsts is a Lew Yorker 
na*red Donald A, V.ollheimp" The 1 ichel ists have 
no leader; Hr. Lollheim has, however, twice been 



voted, the nation’s number one fan. And the Venn*5 
Ians do not like this at all.

Vies terfield also errs when he stated 
that Gollheim: "Points a scornful finger at the 
Bell Telephone Company, accusing them of suppress
ing patents.b Reference to the article in 
Question (vide£_J_cienc6 Fiction Fan, July, 1939) 
will show that faollheim merely quoted the patent 
study of the Federal Communications Commission.

’Furthermore the comment: "Kost fans resent 
the intrusion of the i.'ichelists" is far from 
correct. The Vernians resent the very existence 
of the Michelists, true. But the Vernians are 
not most fans”. Since Kichelism is a phenomenon 
peculair to science fiction fans alone; since all 

1 chelists are fans, there could not be any "in
trusion . Moreover, the fichelists have fiiawg* been 
confined to any particular section of the country- 
such as Mew York.

fThe most glaring mistake in Mr. Westerfield’s 
statement is: "And during the science fiction con
vention, held in New York last July, the fans 
refused to let them (IHchelists) Invade their ranks. 
As a matter of fact they literally threw them out”.

’Ko one was "thrown out" of the horld Science 
Fiction Convention, There were a large number 
of Michellsts in attendance. However, six promin
ent fans were denied admittance by the Convention 

l Committee, although the Convention had been widely 
' advertised as "open to all fans". These six were 
particular : ichelists against whom the Vernian Con
vention Committee felt particular personal hatred. 
Despite a concerted effort on the part of the entire 
assemblage to over-rule to Committee’s decision, 
and admit these six, the tiny minority in control 
managed to block this effort by simply refusing 
to allow resolutions of votes of any kind. For 
confirmation of this, I refer you to editors 
Frederik Pohl (Astonishing and Super-Science Stories 
John %. CampbelTT^lr. Science Fiction'
and Unknown) and Charles D. Hornig (Science Fiction 



and Future Fiction), as well as authors Jack 
V.illiamson, Fanley Lade bellman, Boo Gregor, 
Ray Cummings, Isaac Asimov, L. bpraguo do Camp, 
and Artist Frank d. Paul, to naipc a low,

’T?^ reaction of fandom as a whole was one 
of complete sympathy with tho six fans barred; 
even those expressly Vernian coml mnou the ac
tion of the Convention Committee, i refer you, 
for example, to the statement madu by the Los 
Angeles Science Fiction League; this la typical 
of the reactions of fandom as a whole, with the 
exception of a few close friends of tho Conven
tion Committee, That nichullsm itself was not 
the grounds for barrng those fans is shown by 
the statement you quoted from r ' ykora: that 
statement is 100;& hichellst.

sIn conclusion, I might add that science 
fiction fans are the most onorgoLic and vitup
erative body of magazine-adherents to be found. 
Any number of feuds, result Ing f ror.i the essen
tial differences in outlook between the two 
groups have arisen and .have boon raging many 
years. But despite it all, th« fans manage 
to do things and go places.1” Clncerely, 
Robert ®. Lowndes.

It is hoped that the editors of the 
Writer*s Digest live up to tho fairness and 
sincerity they indicated in Lhnir i List letter 
to your writer by publishing this reply In th® 
forthcoming issue of the magazine.
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Strictly speaking these works are not 
classifiable as fantasy - at least not to the 
science-fiction fan but no one can doubt as yet 
hat their general theme tends still to be fantas- 
Ico I refer to two books on astronautics by two 

persons known to stf - TIHi CONQUEST OF SPACE by 
David Lasser (Penguin Press, 1931) and ROCKETS 
THROUGH SPACE by P.E. Cleator (Simon u Schuster, 
1936)« Eans will remember Lasser for his editor
ship of DOLLAR STORIES FROM June 1929 to October 
1933, and they will remember P.B« 'Cleator for his 
articles on rocketry in the first British stf 
magazine SCOOPS as well as for his story "J art!an 
Madness" in the June 1934 V,OLDER. Both these per
sons became interested in rocketry and the science 
of space-flight (whose technical title is astro- । 
nrr-tlcs) through their connections with science
fiction, It was as editor of WONDER that Mr. Lasser 
came into agreement with the idea growing out of 
the Sclenceers and out of Gernsback that a society 
should be formed for the specific purpose cf re
search into space travel. Mr. Lasser was first 
president of the American Interplanetary Society 
now known as the American Rocket Society. Cleator 
became president of the British Interplanetary
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Society which did an amount of good theoretical 
work until the var caused a suspension of their 
activities.

THE COKOUSST Ob SPACE is now a rare book to 
obtain, ir. Lasser as most newspaper-wide fans 
know is now connected with the Worker’s Alliance 
and spends no further time on fantasy. THE COE- 
CUECT OF SPACE is not a technical work however. 
It is a fairly easy and casual survey of the back
ground of rocket flight, the knowledge of the 
subject at the ti me, and the aspects of actual 
space travel. Part of the book describes an imag
inary voyage into space detailing tho factors taut 
would be likely to arise. The book is light ano 
will carry extensive information on the subject to 
a new comer but it will not convey any solid facts 
to the person probing for more factual figures. 
Th book is illustrated by four plates - two of 
which are scenes from the German motion picture 
"By Rocket to the yoon".

ROCKETS THROUGH SPACE, subtitled "The Dawn of 
Interplanetary Travel", is a fur more up-to-date 
volume and contains far more information statistics 
and diagrams of actual rocket models, designs and 
experiments. Plates show Pendry (Gawain Edwards) 
and the ARS rocket which made a record of 700 miles 
an hour, scenes from Jules Verne, from the UFA film, 
from various rocket mail and rocket experimenters 
flights. Rather than sealing with Imaginary 
flights through space itself, the greater part of 
the^book recounts the actual experiments made on 
the subject of rocketry, detailing the work of the 
German Society and its "Baraks", the American So
ciety’s trials, the various mall-rockets, both 
winged and otherwise, and other experiments.

One or both of these books should be must read
ing for at least nine-tenths of the writers whose 
dizzy yarns of s_.ace-auventure appear in the maga
zines today, A few cold facts on the subject would 
douse their fine fantastically nonsensical space
plrates, garbage men, warships, ai d malignant har- 
tlan marauders into thin soup.
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A pleasant diversion for any stf fan these 
days is to behold newsreel photos of 1940 super
bombers, etc., and recall that Wesso and faul wer^ 
drawing planes such as these as far back as 6 to 8 
years ago. fet, today, they don’t seem to be draw
ing planes such as one might conceivably be seeing 
five to eight years from now. Nor, as a matter of 
fact, does any artist seem to be doing so with the 
possible exception of Krupa. A bright new penny to 

। whoever who can tell us why. A worthwhile job 
1 for some fan who is sincerely interested in of 
' service to the fan-world, cna who has had experience 
in mimeograph work and who can turn out a neat job, 
and, finally, one who knows his onions about fan
history, would be going through all the fan maga
zines, and picking out the numerous items which are 

;really worth the readers1 whiles There are a good 
number of them, tho the amount is small in relation 
to the total amount published. These carefully 
selected items would be published in a large-sized, 
neatly-mimeoed monthly fan-mag, which would carry no 
editorial com "ent or reader’s section but merely the . 
goods. Anyone want the job? *** The matter of lib
els which has just recently been aired in relation to 
a particular publishing company, is one which fan-
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editors must give careful thought. There have been 
a great many stateinents published in fan magazines 
of all k'nds and types which could be construed as 
libelous, and which, had parties concerned been in a 
mind to push the cases, would have landed a number of 
fans in jail. Fan-editors have got to realize that 
they are legally reponsible for everything they pub
lish (if they’re under age, then their parents or 
guardians are responsible). A few cases of criminal 
libel against fan publications might easily result 
in such legal applications as would curtail serious
ly all fan-publications, hhile freedom of the press 
is not actually withdrawn, still qualifications can 
be made which would prevent many fans from publish
ing. <hh» It’s most discouraging to learn that the 
British Flat (England’s version of the xvory Tower) 
has fallen apart, have icllwain’s 2nd issue of 
Gargoyle carries the story on that; and it matches 
out own Futurian House and Ivory Tower in general 
supersanity and delightful doings. ««* At the Ivory 
Tower, Technocrats Lowndes, Gollheim, Mchel,and 
Cohen can be discovered almost any time speculating 
(in a most un-Technocratic manner, as Technics ainst 
supnosed to speculate — at least not on the record) 
on” how stf magazines will be published and run unaer 
the Technate, Of course, chirps the Daw, there isn-t 
any real science fiction being published today. 
NaturSHys any stf story laid in the future, which 
did rot show the USA under a Technate (or functional 
system equal thereto) or in increasing chaos, just 
isn’t based on scientific deduction. It ssheer 
fantasy, thereat non-Technocrats ftilson and Kom- 
bluth snicker loudly. This seems to be a fruit
ful subjects how would our stf magazines be run? 
Under a Technate or functional-control system e^ual 
thereto. Since expense (in energe) is no object, 
any motives of personal profit is out, the 
would have to fulfill a considerable demana if the 
Technate were to subsidize them. Otherwise, they u 
have to be brought out privately, by individuals in-

’terested, in their spare time. (They’d only have 
‘20 hours of the 24 in ’’spare time” to work on them!) 
Then they could be as esoteric as the editors wished 
But it seems to follow that there might be a large 
enough desire for stf magazines from the general 
public, so that some people would spend their 4 
hours- working on the production of such, hhat would 
the stories be about? Some, perhaps, would be ad
venture tales of the terrible past ages under scar-
city-economies tales of what might have happened
if the U.S. hadn’t awakened in time others would
deal with all manner of stf possibilities even as 
today. Only there they wouldn’t have the kind of 
viIlans that we have now. There would be personal 
struggles depicted, but none motivated by desire 
for personal profit, or control of the world or 
Technate. There would be rivalry to see who 4could
achieve the most, yet, under the conditioning 
the Technate, would rivals stoop to sabotage? 
interesting point*

There would certainly be all manner of

of
An

ad-
ventures on other planets. And no doubt the build-
Ing of new civilization there. But what form would
these take? In the stf tales of tomorrow# they
would take the same forms, at their best, that the 
present (then) showed. They would be functional 
rather than based upon Price System ideas, which 
would be things of the past by the tine homo sap 
arrived at the moon, Pould these stf tales ox 
tomorrow be as interesting and thrilling as the best 
of today; I rather think they would — to the read
ers of tomorrow®



Introducing Tula Gree, our Supper Science 
Editor, in charge of this proceeding and all similar 
future mistakes. Yula Gree used to be our Corning 
T’iracle Easter, but has been recently elevated be
cause of rare (you*11 seel) ability in handling such 
S cl er. t if i conte s t s.

ixe presents this one: .

A sparkling idea came in today on the Time 
Train from one of our investigative readers up in 
1944. He writes (four years from now); and that 
fact he presents, and conclusion he draws, is the 
subject of this unusual chance for one of our 
readers to win any of four of two valuable science 
fiction classics.

His amazing statement: "The other day I 
trained my telescope south in an effort to view the 
offices of STF, Failing to see them"—his astound- 
lug conclusion-—" i decided that the earth must be 
curved!"

FAN . ® ® ® ® ® * ——

^At least we have no puns), ho you say our world's 
Tae v.esty!?

For the best answers received after the issue 
of contest—announcement-winners has gone to press, 
we will award: 1. An oroer good for one shower 
Installed in the “loon Pool”; 2. Flit for 'The 
Second Swarm”; 3® One translation of a Clark As an 
Smith fantasy; Two boxes, John Taine’a Seeds of 
Life”; and 5. The brother of "The Birl in the Golden 
Atom”.

It is understood in entering that all prizes 
are sent C.O.D., and number 3 is subject to change 
as we may not be able to find anyone who can trans
late a CASmith story.

Now, how do you lixe our contest? There will 
be more, You can send your complaints to rcy sister, 
la Gree; but there’ll still be more ...

P.S. the 5th is the booby-prize, "cause—heck— 
who wants the brother of the ’Girl in the Golden 
Atom" ?
... w 'It * w w w

Applause for Campbell who has given us Hubbard’ 
"Final Blackout” in Astounding. The Science Motion 
world needs more stories with depth and penetration 
to them,

And speaking of such things, how about "Bit 
Without Horns” in Unknown. Ghastly and depress-ng^ 
yes but who know but that it may be an accurate 
forecast of the future, perhaps the very near 
future.

Lhat are our readers reactions? (careful with 
those ray guns!) V.hich do you join of two factions?
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Three rousing cheers for dear old Frank 
Munsey Company. It is, of course, no news to our 
multitude of readers that ’’Famous Fantastic Myster
ies” has for months been giving the fans a sumptu
ous banquets The Chinese like to bury eggs for 
years and later dig them up and sat them. (They 
really are delicious as I know from having eaten 
them many times while living in China). Similarly 
science fiction and fantasy fans like to ’’bury” 
some of their favorite stories and dig them up 
years later for rereading.

Unless a science fiction or fantasy devotee 
is a riproaring fan who collects and hoards every 
Item in the field (a predefiction that takes time, 
space and money), he will miss or overlook many 
choice tidbits. Also many of us do not feel like 
saving every magazine ever published merely to have 
on hand for later rereading a few prise stories. 
That is just where ” Famous Fantastic hysterias’5 
step in. i*rom the files of innumerable magazines, 
and to a large extent at the request of readers, 
the editor selects outstanding science fiction and 
fantasy yarns for republication. Many of these
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stories have never before been seen by most of us 
। and come as a most delectable surprise,. Others 
were perhaps read years ago and then lost and con
sequently appeal to us today just as would a renew
al of a valued friendship.

The editor has done a suprisingly good job 
In avoiding hackneyed stories that have been re
printed almost ad Infinitum and which can be found 
in any library, and has concentrated on lesser 
known, perhaps obscure tales that pleased the fans 
a decade or a generation past. The venture is 
exceedingly welcome, and I, for one, wish it all 
success. One fan recently wrote me that he con
sidered "Famous Fantun tic fysteries" the finest 
magazine of its klrio. 1 do not entirely agree, 
because I feel tht i vj1l< resurrecting the past is 
of importance and Interest (that’s why archeologists 
exist), we must also go forward with new writers, 
new kinds of stories, naw flights of science and 
Imagination in our attempt (nearer and feeble though 
it may be) to insure a batter world. At the same 
time I give full praise and thanks to those who have 
produced "Famous Fantastic I ysteries" and thus given 
us a treat that w^ otherwise would never have en
joyed.

Not satisfied with publishing "Famous Fan
tastic I'ysteries" tn unsCy Company goes on to 
prove to the fans t' nt they are offering not a 
Barmacide feast but raLhor a real banquet by 
bringing out "Fantastic hovels". The two magazines 
are supplementary. The former will hereafter be 
devoted to short stories and will, so we are assured 
contain no serials. The short stories will consist 
almost entirely of long wanted reprints. Long 
■torles or complete novels which normally would 
appear as serials will now be published complete 
in a single issue of the latter magazine. The first 
novel to appear was "The dllnd Spot" a classic 
comparable to "The I'oon Pool". Hext issue will 
bring England’s "bareness and Dawn" and a little
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later we are promised “The Spot of Life” and others-

'The writer of th.ts article is in no way 
connected with the lunsey Company, has never met 
anyone connected with the Company, and has no 
Interest in boosting the two magazines except as 
most velcome additions to the science fiction and 
fantasy field- Fore power and success to them-

Among the stories which 1 would like to see 
reprinted are the following ** some of which 1 have 
heard but never read and others which 1 want to 
re-read:

Odd John, By Stapledon
The liampdenshire bonder, By Beresford 
The Morth %est Smith Stories, by C-L.

Moore-
The Dwellers in the Mirage, by I erritt- 
Lor Id Divided, By V.iniki
The Titan, by Miller
Doctor Fogg, by Matson
They Found Atlantis, by Wheatley
The Human Zero, by Gardner
Red Twilight, By Vincent
The Great Stone of Sardis, by Stockton 
The other Side of the Moon by Hamilton 
Beyond the Rim by S. Fowler Wright 
Cassandra by Berkeley 
Into the Infinite, by Hall
Zhen Worlds Collide, by Balmer and kcllaig 
The Phantom in the Rainbow by La Master 
Triplanetary by Smith
The Second Deluge by Serviss
After Worlds Collide by Balnier and McEaig 
Master Minds of Venus by Sonneman 
The Council of Drones, By Sonneman 
Venus Adventure, by Harriss 
liar of Two Worlds by Hamilton 
The Lan from Beyond by Harriss 
The Laughing Death by Hall
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Worlds Adrift by Hall 
Succubus by kiska
i. an of Apes, by ZIska

What do the rest of the readers think of that 
list. Terrible? All ri^ht, send in your oxm 
list to un, and Also send it to ’’Famous Fantastic 

t Fysteriea" or nntaatlc Novels”.

* it * a « > <* n * * -j:- «■ J4- * *|

I
 Why don’t juu send a vote to Arthur L hidner- 
Jr., Eox 32^, hr vmitvl 1 Le, Hags., for his poll as 
to th0*’beat «v- r' writers of science or fantasy 
fiction? oliovo it or not, Campbell leads the
parade to date with the L0nlu3 of them all (in my 
opinion) Lovo r-d J In 7th place.

Sr -JJ -Jr -Jr O Jr . - -t . > 4 .f J$ -Jr -Jr -JJ- -Jr -Jr Jr -Jr -Jr -Jr Jr -.r

V.hen, oh when, will hazel lieaid do some more 
writing? Her "horror in the Kuaeum" which appearec 
in Weird a few yours at.o was a splendid piece of 
work, and so wore her other stories. She has pro
duced very Utt ir. but it has all been first rate,

-Jr it -X- -Ji :j .« 3 ,s it 4 Ji -.t it- it -Jr it it -Jr it it Jr it it it -Jr

I still hope (for a confirmed pessimist 1 do 
| a lot of hoping)* 1 still hope someone will soon 

publish V.elnbaum’a last work "The Had Brain”. A 
lot of nonsense has been said and written about 

[it bein[ "too atroag moat", bince when have fans 
balked at anything that was well written? I, for 
one, will Luamntee to buy and read it, whether in 
magazine or book form.

<> ’IF w if ir *i? -ir # w "ir "ir •« "*>*
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Lhat has happened to "Stardust” lately? Beauti 
fully printed and worth continuing even though 
some of the contents were rather sad® At least 
It was legible, Speaking of legibility, has any
one’s eyesight been enough for the Moskowitz, et 
al publications?

# * * « .j * -x- * * * * * * * * » » * -» % * *
Another hope - that Marvel Tales (Crawford’s 

magazine) will be revived® There have been some 
rumors along that line.
« « * * ■:?• «• x- # -x- .» *

Sykora, Taurasi and Moskowitz, 
Always give me lots of fits.

Moskowitz, Sykora, and Taurasi, 
Always drive me crazy

Taurasi, Moskowitz and Sykora 
Are always sure to bore ya® 

(Rotten rhyming, but the idea is there) 
tc to w w w ‘J? £r w if if if if /f /f if -if if if if w

Rumors have been floating around for months 
that Farnsworth bright is going to start a new 
weird or fantasy magazine of his own. I hope it 
Is true® bright did a grand job with "heird Tales” 
h© has a flair for th® outrl and although curiously 
enough he never seemed to appreciate Lovecraft as 
a genius of the occult and non-human and showed 
this non-appreciation by rejecting some of the 
master’s finest stories (”At the Mountains of Mad
ness” for example), he did present, to his readers 
some truly great pieces of fiction. I, for one, 
hope he tries his hand again® One thing certain 
is that a magazine edited by bright will ne ver- 
print the puerile, infantile trash that is now 
flooding newstands in the guise of ”science fiction’ 
or "fantasy”. A qiisstion - who is the most child” 
ish or moronic, those who write or those who x^ead 
such tripe? (I apologize to tripe which is a 
fairly good dish).
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upoazing of such things, "Leird Tales" seems 
to o uolr.g aoun hill rapidly. 1 still read it.

of an occasional good story and because I 
hope for a renaissance. lor years nothing 

covld * ’' ith it - 1 am speaking of "fantasy"
’science fiction". Those were 

the ci. y oi Lovecraft - may his name persist for
ever - . _ buith, Aerritt, 0. L. L.oore, Derleth,
tancrci, i nzel ieald and a dozen others, even 

wnn food in those days before he ran
ovt °f 1 tlon and began to repeat. And how 
about the om iy Hamilton, to say nothing of fuinn. 
Bloch, B<Jt iiian Price and so on?

loiiMy’ii ' eird Tales’* makes me bow my head in 
J sorrow. i hnve read one story in a new series by 

Bedford called "The Professional Corpse"/
■ ?ow 1 havo |t.Qd a great deal of Bedford Jones* out

put in viu • ,■* fields and admire his ability and 
industry, but his new series is just about the 
nadir in f.mtasy. it should be hastily interred. 
Si^iarly, ».uiiy other stories in recent issues of 

r Leird Tnlng" are decidedly inferior. I do.? 3t
ask or e---ct masterpieces in every issue - master
pieces cun’i bo bought at any corner store - but 1 
do ask ruanonably high quality. Dear Editor of

• A-eird Talea" please for the sake of one who has 
read every month every issue from Lumber One to 
the pranont time and who for seventeen years has 
eagerly uwaited its monthly arrival, pleas© find 
some good writers with good stories.. Sisyphus

4 after every failure returned undaunted to hi a 
tas> of rolling the stone uphill. Cannot you 
do the same?

* >r -a- .c Sr £ tr -ir ic C- C- •;? -ft

August Derleth is working on the second and 
third volumes of the Lovecraft 1emorial, one to 
be ready in 1941 and one in 1942 - provided he 
gets fun support and provided his own serious
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writing permits giving the project the attention 
it requires. he owe a world of thanks to Berleth 
for the "The Outsider” arid, should support the re
mainder of the venture.

With all my ballyhoo and enthusiasm for 
Lovecraft, you may think he is to ne what Kin^ 
Charles* head was to hick, (go read ’’^avid Copper- 
field” if you don’t know what I mean). Well, 
I do consider him the greatest writer of fantasy 
th t ever lived---- and 1 haven t forgotten Poe, 
- achen or Blackwood,

In medieval days water for the black Cea 
port of Theodosia on the Crimea was obtained in 
a curious manner. On nearby heights were erected 
great piles of broken stones upon which the moist 
breezes from the sea would condense some of their 
water. Thirteen of these piles, connected with the 
city by a system of sandstone pipes, supplied 
16,000,000 gallons of fresh water daily and per
mitted Theodosia to become the most L portant point 
on the north coast of the Black Sea.

Barbaric conquerors permitted the stone piles 
to become overgrown with vegetation, which de
stroyed their effectiveness. In the nineteenth 
century modern engineers attempted to restore them 
to usefulness, but the effort was not successful. 
The theory of operation is simple and if it could 
again be worked out in practice it would bring 
to productive life many arid seacoasts.


