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NEWS OF ENGLAND 
by G, Ken* Chapman

Since War began# a little over a year ago# 
England has been more or less completely cut orf 
from the UIS ©A® science—Xlotion world# and it 
may# therefore# be of interest to our American 
cousins to hear a little of the way in which the 
fantasy-field here has conducted its business# 
during this eventful period*

Thinly, I suppose, one should deal wxtn use 
more concrete matter of professional publication 
and a fair measure of encouragement is to o@ 
gained by the continued publishing of
Wonder”, Britain’s first pro^magazxne of Jantasy

Wally Gillings is to oe sincerely congr«tula- 
ted that the extremely hard and long hours or 
work he has put in ar© not to be in vain. He 
slaved to get this magazine onto the stands at 
all# aa I know well# and it would indeed have
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been a catastrophe to see all hla industry fall 
for nought*"Tales of Wonder" is a lusty child, however, 
and has bravely decided to carry on. In spite of 
obstacles, and although each Issue is a nebulous 
■ reposition, which, 1 think, even Wally doesn’t 
relieve in until he sees it in print*

Four issues have bit the stands since that 
fated September 3rd, a year ago...Mos. 9, 10, Jl 
md 12. 'los. 9 and 10 were smaller thanprevi
ous issues by 32 pages and contained mostly re- 
■printed stories - they were not outstanding in 
any way, but No. 11 proved to be something in 
the way'of a triumph for British fandom, feauw- 

as it dids a cover-painting by Harry Turner, 
Chairman of the Manchester SFA Branch a year or 
so ago and always an ardent fan®. It was a cover 
■which, was uniformly well received by Lonoon’S 
fandom, whose opinion was seemingly confirmed W 
the "Headers’ Reactions” of issue Ho. 12.

Also in No. 11 were stories by BaaI Temple twu 
George Cs and an article by I.Q. Evans -
all SJM members.

Issue No. 12 reverted to the Roberts cover, 
tout Turner is still present with his interiors,,^ 
which improv® with every fresh, atte^u, and mus*, 
nut friend Barry in quite a high, place xn une 
table of sft. artists. Eric Russell makes a . 
really triumphant return to fantasy with a yarn 
called ”1, SpyP, which even had a prudent .aa:-" 
tor * Gillings" enthusing..  all over the place.

So "Tales of Wonder” continues its triumphant, 
if slightly precarious career and,.although , 
there is no further reason for hoping that puo~ 

-1 cation wil] be continued, there also seems no tluse to believe that it will go out of P^nt. 
Tow sWU remains as nebulous as ever .... and 
still comes up with ’the next issue’, 

"Fantasy”, our second fantasy magazine, has 
not seen an issue since war began, and I believe 
the main reason for this is that its editor.



To Stanhope Sprigg 1ms been called upB The mag- 
azine wag bls pet Wte , and George Hownea r-rsmm- 
ably figures he san best recapture his public on 
t£Ls resum, rather tlMii risk losing their 
readers altogether, through inferior editing,

ISA magazines haw not reacted these shores at 
very iv^tuax* intervals, but to partially taxe 
their places w« n&w had eight O'SA publications 
reprinted b^re ? to tototojs* re^tr! ^p«»g fashion Of 
wies ux^Atyw^v utoIs**, three £&nttmy mag
azines - wAstomding Science-Fiction’*, "ThTknown”, 
and “Science Fiction” ~ so I suppose we must be

- ■>' - . ... ... :i ■ 11y,.: our , ■ -. .
stupst we that proportion, It might easily 
have been far swolle** «. Xn fact. had war come 
even two years earlier, I doubt .if any science- 
fl ..s i ma^asinixi have been included in 
Aueb a quota□ 3ft, has made strides on both 
sides of the Atlantic In those two years, make 
no mistake about that I
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Reprint Editions Id 11 give you some idea of their 
pretentions.

They have been criticised, '.oaned st and gen
erally slanged by a British, fandom used to the

•ms magazines nave faultss admittQdlys but.
1 t OJ''

v h rwiE* ? f'

notI Moreover » paneis is scarce and money

Thens here is a representative issue or twos- 
rtn'~<T?■■.<',. 3gxj^tc3S—.pxCTIOU • Hoveiaber
GnnTiwt.s? Gr&v (pt, Power Plant
Piaf it, Spacewreok ai^l Habit t Two interior il- 
lustrar-lons and original cover„

liinQIOVJI, Liarah. 1940a Contents:™ On the Knees 
of the Gods (Conci 9 Hie Black Farm, PMltered 
Power, The If ring Cho st. Gateway, and Derm. Fool# >7^.,- ■» •» ...^ grd Qjn tonai cover®
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Of course, not all the stories are illustrated, 
as you can see, nor are there any readers’ let* ters tout the cost is only 6da (aj proxo10^), 
which I do not call bad In any way. Anyhow, 
with these magazines, fans here can have read 
Gray Lensman, Discord in Scarlet, Neutral Ves
sel, The Smallest God, Cold, The Emancipated 
Repetition, etce, as well as the Unknown novels 
and numerous other novelettes and shorts, many 
perhaps better than the listed yarnso

Sure, we’ve missed ’’The Sea Thing’’, “Requiem”, 
"Vanderdecken", “Sculptors of Life", “If This 
Goes On —and a long list of others, but half 
a loaf is considerably better than no bread9OOO

Before passing up pro-fantasy magazines I 
must mention "Weird Story Magazine", which is an 
entirely new effort and no relation to "Weird 
Tales"® The first issue of this - a terrific 
disappointment - is dated August 1940 o It con- 
tains six stories, all of which are awful* The 
illustrations can only be described as rough and 
the magazine unworthy of one’s lso-(20^) - a 
waste of good papex'e

To revert to fan magazines, I can only say that 
the war has had an ill effect on all® Ted Car- 
nell went from his dignified "New Worls" to the 
snappy postcard "Postal Review" and he, perhaps9 
more than anyone has tried to keep the flay fly
ing® Others still publish, though in most cases 
in a somewhat moderated formatg and all British.

British fan-mag editors who have seen publi
cations at all since war began are to be con
gratulated, considering the difficulties they 
are up against0

As to fan activity, this too is severely cur
tailed o The loss of the famous ’Flat’ was a 
bitter blow to Londoners who have, as far as I 
know, been the only group meeting regularlyo 
When Bill Temple and Art Clarke moved out a year 
ago, the London group settled down in the less 
comfortable surroundings of "The Red Bull", a
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neighbouring ’booser*. Their meetings have been 
held up until a month ago, when London’s severe 
air-raiding mad® travelling such an ordeal, that 
a postponement was found to be necessary „ Those 
meets we have had - about once every fortnight - 
have been g^and and we have had as many as twenty- 
six fans present.

Lately, however, we have been losing number’s 
until we reached the ’low* of about ten, and at 
thia juncture we lost Bill Temple to the Army, 
Now Ted Carnell has gotten his §call-up’ too, so 
London will be rather strangely inactive for the 
duration now, I am afraid.

Eric Williams, ^rt Clarke, Maurice Hanson and 
others are away from tow on Government or Army 
duty, whilst John Beynon is only home occasional
ly and Frank Arnold’s ’Home Guard’ duty keeps Mm 
fairly much out of ths picture.

All in all, London is pretty dead now, with 
only Gillings, Craig and myself regularly active 
at alla The rest of Britain is much th© same, I 
guess, although Bert Lewis, Mike Rosenblum and 
Osmond Robb, at least, keep some form of interest 
going. Many others, through correspondence and 

I what magazines they can get hold of, manage to 
hold firmly onto their fantasy-interest and, al-

I -chough I am afraid I must paint a pretty cheer
less picture of the present, I give my word that I it will not be my fault, nor the fault of nearly 
all of us, if British fandom does not rise again 
when this catastrophe is just a bad memory to 
take its rightful place near the top of ths fan
tasy trees

Carry on, America.«.we’ll be with you again, 
noon.
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YE PASTASIS EVOKES 
by Y© Old© Book© Collector

Several years ago the name of SJL Andre© oc
cupied th© attention of ths world press for »r>— 
other brief instant. The last time it had so oc
cupied the- press was in 1897 when his audacious 
expedition to reach the North Pole by balloon got 
under way® heaving from Spitsbergen in July of 
that year, he and two companions sailed off to
wards the north in a well equipped balloon0 An- 
dree had had experience previously in ballooning 
over Arctic regions and felt confident enough to 
hops for success® Andres was never heard from 
again® That is until a few years ago when quit® 
by accident polar explorers came across the re
mains of his balloon, three skeletons, papers and 
his equipment lying on the ice miles from any- 
where® A diary was found telling of his last 
days ’which I believe was published in book form®
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The readon for going into this history is that I 
recently dug out of th® dim recesses of a ‘book 
store a volume entitled S5 ANDREE AT TSE NORTE 
POLE”® Date of publication is 1899, two_ years 
after he had left; publisher is G.W. Dillingham 
of New York.

The author of the work is Deon Lewis who ap
parently made some study of the ideas of Andree 
and the*question of the North Pole® The author 
claims that Andre® believed in the existence of 
a North Polar continents warn and temperate in 
climate and inhabited. Much of the reasons that 
Andree gives fox* these beliefs (via the words of 
Mr. Lewis) are similar to reasoning given in Mar
shall Gardner’s works on the hollow Earth. An
dree does not believe in the hollow earth and 
polar hole theory but he does believe in the val
idity of the Gardner reasoning on the origin of 
the Eskimos and the various observations on flora 
and fauna around the Arctic regions. (Though 
please note Gardner’s work was written after this 
volume) • • those interested in consulting it will 
be interested in knowing that Ralph Mine Farley 
does not own the sole existent copy of it but 
that at least two editions can be consulted in 
the New York Public Library). Th® fictional ac
count and Andree’s discoveries ran serially in 
ths New York World In 1898®

From th® very start of his flight Andree runs 
into proofs of his theory. Proof in the person 
of a Vernesqu© flying machine looking like a boat 
with great screw-like propellers rising from its 
deck® The pilot turns out to be the villian of 
the piece, a prince of the land at the North 
Pole", called Polaria® Much of th© conversation 
in the book is educational dealing with the or
igin and nature of the polar lend. Running 
through it is a little romance with princes
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and princesses, etc*
The book is illustrated with photo plates 

of Andree and his companions, and also with 
drawings illustrating the story.

PAM
OSE MAGAZINE THAT DOES NOT HAVE A WFULL 

AND COMPLETE REP CRT OF THE CHICAGO CONVENTION” 
IN ITO

MAKE SURE YOH GET

THE DAMN T H YN G?.

Editor Yorke, in a flood of ego, says: 
the only magazine that has a grudge AGAINS1 
EVERYBODY, Uiu 1agv agaxxxw g ugx<>
once fiction fandusb has always secund idAc

x _

to me, so I3® putting out the satire of all fan
magazineso Join the suckers and send 10/ to 
Box 6475, Metro Sta«, Los Angeleso Read it to 
make sure that YOU ARE NOT VIOLENTLY ATTACKED”„

If you play the slot machines, SAVE A DIME 
FROM THE MARBLE GAME AND GET the damn thing.. 
IT9S THE BIGGEST GAMBLE YOU EVER TOO IQ
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I KNEW STAN WEINBAU1I 
By Ralph Mln® Farley

In the December 1939 issue of The Science 
Fiction Fan, Autolycus writes an appraisal of 
Stanley G» Vfeinbaum, in which he concludes that 
"The New Adam” is an expression of Weinbaum’s 
personal philosophy, and that he was ”obsessed 
with negation and futility, with a belief that 
the sum total of all knowledge is zero”® This 
dictum should be salted with Autolycus1 admis
sion: ”1 nevez* knew Weinbaum and have never 
talked with anyone who knew him”.

I did know Stan - and intimately® Together 
we belonged to the ”Fictioneers of Milwaukee”® 
We collaborated on "Smothered Seas”, and one of 
my Jim Grant gangster series, and had "Revolu
tion in 1950” in process at the date of his 
untimely death.

His personality was sunny> cheerful and op- 
timistic, even when pain-racked by cancer and 
unable to speak above a whisper during his de
clining hours o I can assure you that he had no 
lack of faith in the future of the human race®

That such a genial hopeful soul was able 
to write fiction plunged in gloom is merely a 
mark of his groat genius.



, OF STARS, W AI© ATOMS 
notebook of Science Progress in Field

Laboratory and study 9
By Thomas Ro Henry

me -^an race on earth mxxo.en-.vms before the dam of history may be reconstructed from dreamsc 7 9 *
Such was the belief of Sigmund Fraud 

founder of the medical discipline of psycho-
Fen h? P®nned his last testament 

tjUS’ "°nuon exile just before his death last 
^Ch of the sr®at Austrian doc- ' 

tor systemfbr the treatment of nental d4«- 
eases was based on the interpretation of 

which regarded as manifestations 
?L conflicts based on earl-
ier incidents in the lives of the patients- 

analysis of dreams/ he con- 
yj.ua«*a ub cne end, often ’’brings to Jiaht

J^ch could not originate either 
-rom cne creamer’s adult life or from his forgotten cnildhood. Wo are obliged to So 
FS “ archai° which

into the world as a ro-ul. oi_the experiences of his ancestors 
We iind elements corresponding tn -h-k « 
e «

be despised’. pr9illat0J?y "Meh Is not to
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STFIANA #5
By Ralph Mine Farley 

WTHE DEVIL TREE OF EL DORADO”

Just »s this issue goes to press, I hiw 
found beneath the attic eaves of the 250-year 
old family homestead on Chappaquiddick Island, 
off the coast of Massachusetts (the same farm 
where the message from the skies from my class- 
ma te, the Radio Man, arrived^ Remember?}, a 

lapidated copy of wThe Devil Tree of El bo~ 
rado”, a novel, by Frank Aubrey, published by 
Hew Amsterdam Book Company, Hew York, in 1897 o

Evidently the plateau of ”The Lost horld” 
is not the only isolated unexplored region of
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South America# Mount Roraima (pronounced Ro« 
reema by the natives) , lying on the boundary- 
line between Venezuela and British Guiana, and 
in dispute between those two countries# is an
other such#

Tills much is fact# Now as to the fiction#
It is author Aubrey’s thesis that the myth

ical olden city of El Dorado is located in a 
hidden valley on Mount Roraima#

Two Britishers, Leonard and Templemore, set- 
out to explore Roraima, guided by a native 
named Morrella#

They reach El Dorado, of which Morrella 
turns out to be the rightful king# The priest
hood worship a man-eating tree, much like those 
of Madagascar#

The three friends overthrow the priest-
stored to his throne, Leonard marries a prin
cess, and Templemore escapes (with nothing to 
prove the truth of his adventures) just before 
an earthquake seals off the hidden valley from 
the world forever«



Autolycus

In this war tom, tragic world th® petty field 
of Science Fiction and its fans seems remote and 
insignificant® Ws argue and discuss, we bicker 
end quarrel over matters of no cosmic or even 
worldly importance, we write letters, road maga
zines, publish amateur outpourings. Yet do W- 
^top a moment to realize that the earth is aflame 
peoples enslaved, nations of free men and women 
sampled underfoot, civilization in the gravest 
peril since the days of Genghis Khan? Those are 
not only my words, they are, in effect, the words 
of that great leader and beacon of democracy. 
President Roosevelt® Wait a moment - I am not 
siting a political article, I am saying to
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Democrats and Republicans, to Socialists and 
Communists, to labor* and capital, to every man, 
woman and child in this land of ours that we 
must wake up and realise that today we, yes, we 
the United States of America, are faced with a 
danger never before knowno Democracy, freedom, 
the rights of the common people are at death5s 
door o

What can science fiction fans do about it? 
Some, of course, want to do nothing,, Some be
lieve in isolation, an isolation that is no 
longer practicable^ Every day the Atlantic and 
the Pacific grow more narrow, every day we are 
coming closer and closer to a doom that we can 
aver only with the utmost effortP We are told, 
that if Hitler and his Nazis cannot cross twenty- 
two miles of English Channel, how can they cross 
three thousand miles of Atlantic Ocean? Does 
Hitler have to cross the Channel? Cannot he de
feat & powerful nation and achieve hegemony of 
Europe by use of submarines, surface raiders and 
aircraft? Cannot Hitler, if victorious in Eur
ope, defeat the United States, first by economic, 
second by political, and last by military means, 
when, we face a world entirely hostile to our way 
of life and thought?

Some of us are pacifists, some are Commun
ists who believe that this is but another im
perialistic war8 I say both are wrongo We have 
a stake in this war because upon its outcome will 
depend the future of our own country0 Do you 
want to work - or slave - for a dictator or do 
you want to exist under a free, democratic re
gime such as we have had since 1776? It is not 
just another imperialistic waro Communists to 
the contrary (please remember that I pm express
ing only personal opinions, not those of the ed
itors, and Michel? eto ale are welcome to a. 
comeback argument;, this is a war for freedom., 
We live or die free men or salves according to 
its outcomec
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Y7hat can we do? We can talk, write and act 
for- democracy and freedom. We can aid the op
pressed by word and deed. W© can place science 
fiction at the service of decent men and women 
throughout the world by supporting the right, 
the just cause, by denying any and all aid to a 
brutal enemy and by supporting justice and right
eousness. We can. give and keep on giving, to the 
side that supports our ideals. I leave it to 
each one of you to decide what that side is, anc. 
to decide what you can do. ”It is later than 
vou think”. In the battle between truth and 
falsehood, between freedom and oppression we must 
decide now. not later but now, today, just where 
we stand, 'it would be inpertinent of me to tell 
each snd every one of you what to doo But I do 
ssy - do all you can in every way to preserve the 
freedom our forefathers fought for, the freedom
we cherish todayScience Fiction fans are slightly cracked. 

But - and this is importantsure I admit that. _we are cracked in the right direction. We have 
been and still are the foiwd looking people. 
We direct our gaze beyond the trials and troubles 
of today, beyond the tribulations of this earth, 
far into the snace that some day our descendents 
will conquer. ' Will we prove worthy of those de
scendents, will we pass on to them a heritage of 
value or a heritage of toil and slavery? What 
nations are today destroying science and all its 
Lopes* What nations are filled with a lust for 
brutal, military power? What nations are fight- 
ing to’create a world of living robots who will 
be forever incapable of reaching the stars, of 
searching time and space, of creating a brave, 
new world. Ponder all these things carefully. 
You and I live and think In terms of science and 
progress® They are synonymous with freedom, they 
will be destroyed by dictatorship, Choose the 
dr'ht side and work and fight for it. Science 
can only survive and flourish in h irua worlds



There seems to be quite a lot to write about 
this month o I haven't any gossip or scandal to 
retail - anyway most of that stuff is for chil- 
Iren and not for more mature and intelligent 
readers such as subscribe to THE SCIENCE* FICTION 
FAN., the outstanding magazine in its field (un
paid advertisement)G Also this is no time for 
petty trivialitieso We are all more engrossed in 
matters of deep concern to the world and can spat© 
no effort for chat-chato

The first item of importance to those of us 
who are inmates of the Science-Fiction bughouse 
Is the appearance of the first issue of STIRRING 
SCIENCE STORIESo Right away I want to say that 
it is a most welcome addition to our kind of lit^ 
erature and has gained in yours truly a constant 
reader« Not only did I spend 15 cents cheerfully 
for the first issue but I sent 90 cents immediate
ly for a year’s subscription□ Greater faith hath 
no mano
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one w ay Ltutes a 
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but I

the more or less amateurs who are rapidly gainin
professional 
as great, as
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oralsau oy his irxends and is a longs
from being a genius - or even a moderately gj 
writer* Hore he has a whis of an idea, .. 
certainly has never been overworxeu ana wmu

ho do ^ith it? Just toll O _PU0^-ley 7^
with no SEiasn, no caxiqh**To put it plainly we were - soiontl't-ictxon^^ 
speaking - taken for a whale of a 3 eng ride an 
got no placo. I would suggest that ho take mo 
pains with future attempts.
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On the whole STIRRING SCIENCE STORIES appeared 
to this more or less senile and goofy reviewer to 
be a first-class magazine, one that will attract 
more and more readers if it keeps on the same bath. More power to it and ©.11 praise to the Ed
itor who is giving the beginners a chance they do- 
serve. And who, did you ask, is the Editor? Who 
crashes the science fiction field with a bang 
first go? Why, none other than our old. friend, r 
genuine old. timer in science fiction, one of our 
outstanding all-time fans, ths right'honorable) 
Donald A.., Wollheim. Cheers for him9 He isn»t 
feeding us pap®

What next? Well, Th© Strangers Club is goluu 
strong up Boston way, or perhaps I should say up 
Cambridge way - who knows where one city stop ri md 
mother starts in that part of ths country. 
Widner, Swisher and Singleton are among tki Load
ing lights^ Meetings are held almost every month. 
In February the club will hold, its anniversary 
leetlng and hopes to make it sort of a winter 
Eastern convention.

Did any of you read the paper presented boforo 
• recent meeting of the Zirner loan Physical Uoolety 
jy Professor Bethe of Cornell and Dr. Marshak of 
Rochester on the “cosmic mechanism”? It deala In 
| technical way with the workings in the interiors 
ox the most important stars in the untvorae known 
as the main sequence stars, of which our aun la a 
r©la lively minor member® It is a aplondld con
tribution to astrophysics, not easy to read and 
understand, but certainly of outstanding 1 report- 
fence0 A copy can, 1 believe, bo secured from the 
Society. A short resume was printed In The Now 
lork Times of December 27th.

An excellent, technical and highly aolcntiflc 
account of recent advances in o physios Is 
"The World of the Atom” by 0. Moller and Eddie 
Basmussen. Published by George Allen & Unwin, 
|td8, London, England. Price 10» Very much
worthwhile to the serious and rather advanced 
studento
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DON’T FORGET THE DENVENTION

I suppose you have all heard that Lowndes ms 
taken‘over the Editorship of "Future Fiction . 
That is good news. Doe is a fan who knows Science*' 
Fiction and what the reader really wants, end if 
Fiven a ■free hand can produce a cracker jack maga- 
sine. I auit "Future Fiction" after reading a 
couple of‘issues because it was obviously not for 
adults, but am starting in on it again because I 
trust Doc to give us something worthwhile. Will 
report later on my opinions of the exiorGo
‘Some of the fans are getting Mg recognition 

in the art field of Science-Fiction magazines® 
Several pictures in "Stirring Science Stories" 
came from the pen of Roy V® Hunt, a Denver fan, 
who is Art Director of "The Alchemist" and of CFS 
magazinesa He will also have material in DAW’s 
other Stf® sagas fee "Cosmic Stories"® James M® 
Rogers, formerly Art Editor of "THE SCIENCE FIC
TION FAN" has crashed the professional field in a 
Mg way, contributing to the second issues of both 
of DAW’s publi cations .

Sometin©s the Editorial Staff of FAN not ir 
entire agreement over the remarks and comments of 
Autolycus, If you like his article in the present 
issue, that’s fine, but if you don’t like it, re- 
member that this is a free country end, thank 
heaven, we still have freedom of th^ press® While 
FAN is not deliberately going out of its way to 
print controversial articles, most certainly they 
are not barred provided they are vithin the bounds 
of decency..

Before signing off - and abou^ time too - I 
would like to ask any of the readers if they know 
what has happened to Starstruck, pardon me I mean 
Star gazer or something like that, Miske? Remem
ber sometime ago he took a crack at us for pub
lishing a second rate magazine.. I don’t recall 
exactly what he said - not of too much importance 
anyway - but I’m just wondering if ho lias changed
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