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At a recent meeting, one of our members made tthe hilarious statement that "I'm
disappointed in Einstein." The disappointmer lay in the fact that our great-
est theoretical physicist refuses to support or even comment upon that inter-
esting- sociological phenomenon known as the flying aaucers,

Actually, of course, thera is no reason beyond his peraonal fame that Einatein
should be consulted re the flying saucers, they being well out of his fleld,
The mistaken impression probably resulted from the ignorant classification of
all engineers, research chemists, biclogists, mathematicians, paychologists,
and even a few religious quacks, as 'scientists,! and the careless ruddling of
thair narrow fields of study into one broad pcol of information--'acienca,'

But that disappointment sheuld be expressed when any self-respacting astronoe
nex, engineer, or aarcdynamicist refuses to theorize upon thesne phantoms which
have grown in nuchers as fast as their story grows in popularity, is baldly
ridiculous. These men are well paid and highly respected for being right; not
for being adventurous or screwball or highly imaginative, and only occasionald
ly for being quick with the idea. Your engineer or scientist of solid reality
18 unrelated to the T ; hero who, faced with en earth-shaking ca-
lamity, strides confide into the back roon and, in a fow hundred worda!'
time, fashions himself a daus g; gg;h;p$ frem his crazy pal's notes and a few
pounds of germanium, crying, "Fellow me! It just might werk!"

No, he gits over a lab desk, or paces up and down tefere a wind tunnel, and
runs the same experiment over and over and over again, thinking, In ten tries
the probability of error from the averago is thus-and-seo, but if I run it fif-
ty tinea 4% drops te so-and-so, Hae carofully records his data, chacks thenm,
rechecka, 88 infinitum, and then, if his work is not classified, perhaps he
publishea & report, Then, in months or years, perhaps he gets a letter: "I
duplicated your results to 0.5 parcent." Then he can sit back and grin, and
be glad his six months weren't wasted, And science will narch on, not by the
leaps and bounds of fictional science, nar the jagped curve of prosperity, but
by an almoat infinite number of infinitesimal steps, each backed by the milw
lion cthers that preceded it, and each one a step forward. It may not be the
quick way or the glamorcus way, but it's foolproof--and a method that avoids
. 0la is a grand one indeed, —JHW
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by forrest ) Ackerman

SINCE the recent earthshakes,
I'm referring to Calitornia as the
Juaker State! You should see the
cracks in the concrete ot The Gar-
age: 30 b-leg you could stash away
those 1944 Amazing Jduarterly re=-
binds in 'em, You remember, the
ones as blg as the Encyclopedla
Fanatlca, with the blg bosomed
babes on the covers? Now | can
Indulge In my secret passion: to
—-.. fun barefoot thru bare tat.
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ENUF of that, and down to angelenic auctarlal reports. T h e
big news hereabouts 1s that S)Byrne--the same Stuart James Byrne
who 1lrst appeared ‘'way back in the Aug 35 AmS with "The Muslc of
the Spheres™--has turned out & scope opera of 78,000 words so com=-
plen In Its Interplanetary ramitications that previewers of the
script are halling It as "the rich man's van Vogt!" Incidentally,
$5-2 got the vote of the quarter hundred protesslonals present
down Fan Dlego way at the 5th Westercon land there were plenty
t1tths In evidence) for Executive Vice=Preslidency of the now-torm=
ing SCIENCE FANTASY WkITEXS OF AMERICA, ¢

rank Suattrocchl sells

again, wlth a check from IF for "Sword'. At the same¢ time pubil=-
sher Wulnn announces he's going iIn heavler for guality iIn future
Issues, wants nothing but the slickest writing trom the top names.

I#'s g FIRST SALE for Alex Apostolides, pal of Krls Neville -
who, In collaboration with Mark (Bright S5tar] Clitton, has crashed

] 1l
Galaxy with “The Duty, The Destiny'. Seotenbenss FE sl GUETEFt
Evans In print again for the you-count=lt-eth time with Was Not
Spok | the Briltl i -F t -
pokent Ia the British doignge-Faotasys ooy 2pADBURY has sold his

"Beast trom SO Fathams" as the basis of a new scientlidlim, "T h e
Beast from Beneath the Sea", to be animated by that Mighty Joe

Young fan, kay Harryhausen. Van Voat! "Enchanted Village" lale
ready publlished 5 times) 13 now Belng tranglated Into ltallan.eaaRl=
chard Terzian has tilled a presceiption tor "Doc" Lowndes. of Fulure
with "The Last Robot",....Fred Brown's "Letter from a Phoentx' and
Kuttner!s "Oon't Look Now" have been requested 4or the firgt saot.
anthology to be produced In lsrael..oeabe Maj, Leyaaldls "Faod for
Oeath™ lcoks llke a sale o Avon.....Weaver wrictr a2 so0'd 'Sablina
of the White Cylinder" to Other Worldsesssss s S.irals? "The Grida
lrony Touch™, a football fantasy, 1s In Faii ' 2 &li-mAmar ‘can Foot-
ball....Sherry Sarlnaer has Just completed “S'ave Mew War'!la'sessand
Chas Beaumont s uvscdecided whether to have the sza!t coverings Ia
hls Jaguar made of editors! or producers! skin. ("At any rate,”
he declares, "they won't be bound In human skinl") Richard Mathe-
san has goltten married and completed a novel. FIA has {withoutten-
efit of obliterine and In an obscene hurry) finlshed another columnl
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Galaxy magazine has now heen published for twenty-three months, has climbed to
second place in fantasy magazine eirculation, and has supplanted or shared in
the affection which many readers held for Astounding Scilence-Fiction. That
this is significant there need be no doubt, for it is generally acknowledged
that ASF, under John !/, Campbell, reigned for many years in solitary supremacy
atop the fantasy field, developing fantasy's mnost brilliant aeuthors, ond
introducing to its recaders many of the new approaches to what had threatened
to become a hackneyed, cver-pssudo-scientific field,

While John W, Campbell has maintained comperative silence on the relative
merits of the two magazines, breaking silence only through the medium of P,
Schuyler liller, ASF book reviewer, Horace Gold has pursued a less sphinxlike
role, to say the least. Two years having now passed since Galaxy's inception,
it seems time to nmeke a comparative evaluation of the record of the twe pub-
licationa during this period.

Our first task was to classify every story in both magszines as either an
'A-plus', 'A', 'B', or 'C', Here 13 what the ratings mean:

To qualify for an 'A' rating, a story had to provide one or hoth of the
following features, Cither it had to be well written, or it had to contain a
sclentifictional concept which was sufficiently thought pr ovoking as to make
it enjeyable reading. 'A' stories did neot have to be world beaters. But threy

did have to geen to be of such caliber as to assure their favorable reception
by a presumed pajority of readers,

'B' story was the designation applied to potentially gocd stories that ,fell
down either because of the pedestrianism of the authors' ideas,or because--and
this happened far more often--the quality of the writing was poor, 'B' stoxies
we charitably regarded as filler material, used beceuse the editors had little
other recourse. (A curicus research observation-'B'*toriaa ware often aa ghtort
as to be ephamerae or had a penchent for prolixity, Very little good, eolid,
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in-between-type 'B's',)

1IC' stories should never have been printed. There were very few of them in
either of the magazines, although it 1s possible that, had we applied wnore
atringent atandards to our rating systen, there would have been appreciably
more of thom, )4

'A-plus' stories ware based on the o0ld Astounding 'NOVA' classification.
Started .soon after Campbell Ltecame Astounding's editor, —4it vas awarded to
stories vhich had such excellent treatment of subject matter that they con-
atituted a departure from the previously accopted standard., In addition, it
.Mas always implicit that the !OVA desipnation was awarded for originality ef
concept as well. It is, indeed, a rather ircnic coincidence that the first
NOVA desipgnation waa for H, L. Gold's story "A liatter of Forn" for Gold is now
'the opposition.®

Both Calaxy and Astounding had approximately the same number of atories, (No
attempt has been mede to distinguish serials, ncvelettes, or short atories,)
Galaxy had 118, while Astounding had 117. Both had the same number of differ-
ent authors: 72,

Now cones f.he! comparisont Galaxy (total 118) Astou.nding- (117) |
| 1A' gtories 48 [ = 47 .
'B! storiea 57 60
'C' stories 1.3 10

Are you surprised at the aimilarity of the two ratinga? The results wvere
squally surprising to us, as we had kept ne¢ rmning total,and were prejudiced
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generally, 1n Astounding's favor, {3y the way, If you think we wvers too
generous to ASF, keep our blas in mind.) The significant thing abtout the re-
sults was that there siaa much a high percentage of 'A' sturies 1in both maga-
zines, and so few 'Cs.!

°f course, we had heard about the reapective claims of the two magazines that
they had screwha® unique nethods of solesting writers, Galaxy has roiterated
its point nany iimaa that iney print practicaily the crean of the authors in
*he s-f field. .iv’ounding, on the othser ha.d, has made quite a ;oint of the
rumber of new writers which sppear in its pages, Is this so0? Let's see,

¥a toor a count of the number of authors who appeared in botli nagazines.
Jesult: thirty-sevean and one-half parcent of tha authors in both mapazines
plao wrote rfor the competition, HKew this &n and of itself would not Iindieate
too great e cuplication of authorship, unless ons goes further. Pifty-two per-
cent of the aturies in Galaxy were written by auvthors who had appeared in ASF
during tho scze pariod. Forty-four parcent of the ASF stories were written by
that same writing crew, Thus it can be seen that roughly half of Yhe stories
tn both magazines are written by the old relisbles, and that neither editor
has much of a monopoly on writing sources,

0f course, tha claim can be made by partisana of either publication that the
thest! strrios of those authors are offcred te either Camnbell ar Gold, Again,
refe;>i=g %o our rating systen, we {ind <“he fcllowins: fifty-five percent of
the '4' s*ories in Cslaxy, atd fifty-tireo porcsat of tha 'As' 4in Astounding
arg '3 itton by that care crov, Apurt fron the coviousa corclusion that the pre-
1iftc writera also tend to vr!ie beiter storlea, it seexs apparent that the
lacx ef talent monopoly also uxlunds +to a lack of monopoly over the 'better!
stcriesn,

's have bean apaaking at rreat langth over this '[reup' of writers who con-
tribute so much to bolk ceprpsires, There 43 a 3t?1l ncre exclusive group: a
group of editorial favour'ites who, thourk few in nuxter, contribute a pheno-
cenally large proportion of the stories that appoar in the two magazinas.

Eaech editor har his favourites, Let's look at Galaxy, Five authors, Fritz
Leiber, Damon Yalght, Iseaz Asimov, Richard linthesen, and Frank 1}, Robinsen,
contributed one quarter of all the sterier that anpeared in thal msgazine,

Campbelll's Astounding hasn't heen rmuch diffsrent, for H, B, Fyfe,Walter M,
Miller Jr.,, Iris Frank Rvssel), Jack Willlaxzuon, Feymond F. Jonea, end Gordon
Dickson, aix of thex in all, huve contributed one quarter of all Astounding
atories during the san: timo,

Wity such a concentration—for suraly it is such, Let's loock at the quality of
the work these con have turned ocut, 3alaxy's Stupendous Five have turned out
13 'A,' 14 'B,' and 1 'C!' story. Astording's Tarrific Six hsve produced 14
'As,' 15 'Bas,' axi 1 'C' stery., One can readily note the rorarkable simil-
arity of distribution of the 'A,' 'B,' and 'C* atories produced by these zen,
and the distribution of all avthors as a whole, They are ccupatent nea, who
can ta rallad upon to produce a top story about half the tino, =n? who rarely,
if e7or, feil to thae level of a 'C.'

Srace duas not percit the printing of tho ratings assigned cach story, but an
'natian of the werk proliceld by the nore prolific of:theme men will,,I
%, thow in detail juat wlLy =ney ara so {roquently printod, arnd also enable

PAGE SIX



SHANGRI-LA

the reader to judge for himgelf the relative validity of the ratings whieh ve
have so blandly assuned to be correct,

First, Galaxy. Fritz Leiber heads the liat of repeatera with eight stories,
They are; "Later Than You Think®~10/50 - 'A!', "Ceaing Attraction®-11/50 - fA-
plus,' "Nice Girl with Pive Husbands® -4/51 - 'B', %Appointrent in Tomorrow"=-
7-51 = fA', "A Pail of Adr® -12/51 - "A¥, "Dr, Konmetovsky's Day" -2/52 - 'B!,
“The Hoon is Grean®-//52 - 1B', and "Yosterday House"-8/52 - 'BI,

Damon Xnight has done falrly well for himseeolf, mcatly 4in the lighter voin, it
mst be admitted, yet his sturies havq sufficient substance to nerit prailase.
He has written "To Serve Man"-11/50 = 1K1, "Aak lie Anything®-5/51 -'A', "Don't
Live in the Past'- 6/51 - 'B!', "Calin soy" -9/51 - 1A', "World Witheut Child-

:;;; =12/51 - 'R', "Catch That }Martian® -3/52 = C', and "Ticket to Anywhere"-
- 'B1,

Isaac Asimov, who's done five stories for Galaxy, published YDarwinian Pool
Roam® -10/50 - 'B', "Misbegotien Missionary® -11/50 - 'A', "Tyrann'-1/51 - et,
seq. - 'A', VHostesa¥-5/51 -~ 'B!', and YThe C-Chute®-10/51 - 1A',

Turning now to the Astounding side of the ledger, let's see what their three
most prolifie authora have done, For soms unexplainable reason, H. B, Fyfe haa
written eight stories for them for the last twenty-three issues., He can write
well, of that there is 1little question, but he has turned out a proportionally
greater number of 'B' stories than moat of the other members of the prolifis
alite, His stories are: "In Value Deceived"=11/50 ~ 'A!', "Compromise'-12,,0 -
B!, ¥Protected Species®-3/51 - 'A', "Koy Declsion®-5/51 - 'A!, "Star Linked"-
2/52 - 'B!, "Bluff-steined Transaction"-3/52 = 'BY, "Thinking Machine"-10/51 -
B!, and "Implode aad Peddle®-11/51 - 'BY,

Eric Frank Russell, with five stories, has produced an impressive array:
"Followar®-11/50 - 'A', "And Then There Were None"=6/51 - 'A', "Ultima Thule®-
10/51 - 1B!, "Past Falls the Eventide®-5/52 = 'A', and the sentimental, illog-
ical, non-science-fictiocnal, yet wholly wonderful ¥I Am Nothing® «7/52 = 'A
-plua! which probably doesn't deserve the rating it is given but gets it, for
my monﬂy-

Walter M, Miller Jr., a relative nevcomer to Astounding, alsoc wrote five stor-
les for trem in this period, They were: "Izsard and the liembrane®-5/51 - 'A',
"Dumb Waiter®-4/52 - 'A', "The Scoul-Bapty Ones"-8/51 - 'B', "Bloed Bank"-6/52
- 'A', and "Cold Awakening"-8/52 - 'B',

This listing of thirty-eight atoriea may have been tirescma, but it does de-
monstrate what tha magazines have been printing. Read carefully these stories,
and you will find the subtle difference in approach of the two editors. Of
this more will be said later, Now for the last remaining atatistic,

In an attempt to determine wvhather or not our rating syatem was at all fair or
not, we checked it with the cnly available rating system extant, the Analytli-
cal Lab which appears regularly in Astounding Science Fiction, While it, of
naceasity, covers only twenty of the twenty=three issues we studied, and
though it reflects the opinlons of pacple who can be presmmed to be faverable
to the type of fiction which is printed in Astounding, namely ita readars, it
did offer us acme measure of chjectivity.

Whensvar we graded a stary, ve automatically ranked it by virtue of that
grade, An 1A' story obvioualy would be ranked above a 'C!, and so forth, lwe
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SOUIWESTRRCON

BY ANTHONY MORE

The Souwestercon, like rost s-f conferonces and conventions, will be remember-
od best for what it was in apirit, and for thu wonderful interplay of peraon-
alities that it made possible, rather than for the specific program it offor-
ed. Westercon V , unlike previcus west coast conferences, lasted two deys and
thue involved an overnight period—souwething which always increases many fold
the interchange of ideas and the feeling of kinship,

Naturally, certain events of the weekend stand out particulerly, Certainly the
utterly unique 'session' of the entire ccenference, however, was one which was
not 1listed on the progrem end which came a8 a complete surprise to moat fans.

Thoza fans who arrived in San Diego Friday, in response to an invitatlon from
the Scuwestercon Carmittee indicating thaore wonld be sone pre-~Conference act-
ivities, were informed in the waning hours of the afterncon by Lozer Nelsen,
Conference Chairman, that all were invited to & resl live cockteil party to be
given that evening at her home on Coronado Iasland by a Mra. Alice Green,

Everybody wondered who Alice Green nmipght be, and consequently everybody went
to tha cocktail party. It soon became apparent that ifrs. Green and her coteria
were writers, too--in the true-confessions and silver-screon field, ard that
they were exceedingly curiocus as to what sort of critters these sclernce-fic=-
tion fana were. Forry Ackerman remarked later that they probably expected
something on the slightly lunatic side, but that it was Iinstead the fans wiho
were troatcd to a spectacle, For one of the few timea en record, aclence-fic-

ion fans found themselvea synbolas of conventionality. As the evening and the
liguor flowed on, more and more fans found themselves cornered by incremsingly
drunken hysterical female and quesationable male personalities, the cbjacta of
endleas questicna regarding what the devil it was all about, ete. One gentle-
nan, claimirg th be & doctor, cornered LASFSer Ed Clinton several different
ilmes, asked the sama questions each time, and suw=ied up hls feellnga each
time with the remark that “somedsy 1I'll have to go to one of the e conven-
tions."

In spite of this not dinconsiderable diversion, the Conference did get under
way officially at 8:00 am tho following morning, with but one hitch: guest of
horor Ray Pradbury was late and thua eould not make his introductory spaach,
This was the bepinning of recurrent schedule troubles for the convention pane-
agement; it soon became apparent that they had scheduled too tightly and too
ortiristically. The firat official event that did come off, to some extc:t as

per “hedule, was an impromptu dobate, Is mggﬂnn ﬂg;gngg-gig&gﬁg trrowine
tho iapg? P;rticipants Included Forr} and cldtime fan Aubrey li rmfgz.

The stellar attraction of the morning, however, was the apeech by "Doctor X"

on gg;¥%§1§§g;gy. Everybody who saw this listed on the program was,understand-
ably, with curioaity and suspicion. As a result of this the hall was

pretty nearly packed.
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WESTERCON VI
"Doctor X" proved to bea a very old pentleman with a very cld line, The pro-
gram timed the speach aa of helf-linur length; by the time he had spoken for
forty mirutes he still had not mentioned cosmic energy excert in passing, and
in fact was alill involved in what he had prefaced as a brief autobicgraphy.
His opening remarks had gotten a few lausns, and after awhiln everybody began
to suspect gsome sort of moratrous shagpy dog atcry, until cne of the Dootor's
assislanty’ passed out suspicicua cards with spacee for names, addresass, and
other pertinent data, The arcra cf cld fich began to f£ill the hall, and con-
vention managerz soor confisccted the cards and prodded the still orating oc-
togenarian cff the pletform, Twlce, now, in tho space of twenty-four hours,

fars had found therselva:s atandards of norrality.
OB RED.

iz

P2

When the Conference reconvensd for tbe efternoon sesaion, conventioneers werae
treated to a fantasy play, Izterin, by Jeanre Clark. While the play 1tself and
the performances were rather gocd, ite effectiveness was hampered by the fact
that the actors' voices were virtuelly insuditle in many portions of the hall,
Whether the acoustics of tha Vereiian Noom were the cause of this, or whether

it waa poor delivery on the rart of the players, i1s difficult to say. The pro-
duction itself, howvevar, was excellent,

The ubiquitous flying saucer then wheeled into view, nnd a scattering of fans
listened to a 'Dr.' Adamakl, who competes from the feoot of the hill witk Palo-
mar Observatory, tell about that unusual form of iron known as corbon, Then
A, I, van Vogt talked for a fow rminutes, in very general terma, in the cecurse
of which he announced that he was actuslly in the process cf an active retunrn
to s-f writing, Sidelight on van Vogt's nresence, incidentally, was the o n-
versation, Sunday afternoon, botwoen the auwthor and hia biographer, LASTS +=f
expert Arthur Jean Cox, with Van's wife Mayne Hull looking on admiringly as
bar hustand cozplinmented Cox on his perspicscity,

After van Vogt sat down, the Souwastorcon took itself to task as the Sour-Wore
stercon. Cleverly, if a bit too lemgthily, the Jonferonce and all similsr fan
gatherings wera satirized in a routine writte:, produced, and starring con-
ference co-chairman B1ll Nolan,

N T
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After this came one of the genuire highlights of the entire Confererce, a
speech by Anthony Boucher on Yagt Ceast Bﬁﬁﬁgﬁﬂdﬁi‘liﬂﬂb in which he attaciced
the situation that permits a tiny aree on ! attan Island totally to domirais
publishing in the United Statea, He then male a case for a west coast rcac-
tien to thla, aa typefied by the guccess of his own magazine, that of ag-:t
Forry Ackerman, and by the exceedingly larpge grouping of professional authecs,

frem all flelda, of the coast, The real si~uificance of hia remarks, howa -,
became apparent late that night, after the Conference had officlally ger- 1a-
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SHAJF "I-LA :
ta recess, when the professionnl writers present convened to form a writera!
guild, the Science Fantasy llriters of Anerica,

The afterncon'a affairs concluded with the reading by Forry of a preparasd
speech by lorrls Scott Dollens on the developrent of art in science- fan-
tasy, The conference then cdjoutned for the banqust, which comenced at 6330,
ard was enjoyed by 231 pepsons, thae larzost such affair 4n fan hiatory, In
eddition to the axcellent food, the ovening was notable for tha reading of a
new stoary by guest of honor Fay Bradbury, a talk by Jack Searann on Hollywood
and science-fictiou, and the presantativn of awards to such individuals as Bob
Clampett of Zime {or Qegyy ard Poy Squires of Scienge-Ticticn Advortdser.

Srs'e

And—oh, yes, liissa Science-Fiction. Jurt befcre dessert, the charmingly un-
clad—well, almost--young lady wae introduced with crest fanfare and marched
dowvn between the long rows of banguet tableos to receive her own award, What
was nost startling of all was the news, leakiny out later on, that sha was a
second choice, The inlended {iss S-F had not becn able to appear, The nalee
alghed,

The meccnd nmajor event of tha conference which was not anncunced on the pro=
gran occurred in the wee small hours of Sunday morning, wher the right cone
ditiona and the ripght amount of stimlant provailed upon Kris Neville to de-
livir one of his rars and ruch-soupht-after sermons, Unfortunataly, the
hours detective cut this one sho=t, when he drcpped in on the party to renind
all and sundry that soita people in the hotel might want tn sleep,

Sunday was in many respects  almost anticlimactio, although several new facas

showed up for Dr, R, S. iichardson's intarosting lecture on the formatlon of
lunar craters end iliaztian canali, Dr, DNlichardaon had brought with hin a pro-
fusion of lantern slidoa to illustrate his talk. This, plus a debatoe featur-
ing Anthony Bouchar on ¥ill a-f replace ihe mystery story?, comprised the nain
Sunday morning fare,

The one btusiness sesaion of the Conference was held early in the afternocon, at
which time Loa Anzeles, in an uncontested bid, becams - the host for the 1953
Confarence, After a orief recess, the traditional auction was launched and
continmued throuphout the remainder of the afterncon, with Ropger Nelson as auc-
tionoer, A great nunber of original manuscripts wero offered, amonz them a
pair of John Taine novels{in longhand!)and the- carbon for Lawrence O'Donnecll's
Dury. These priees, however, were'withheld when the minimum bids were not to
be had, The unqueationgd prize among the artwerk was a magnificent and per-
fectly preserved Paul original cover from the desr dead davs, a work which had
top bidder Ackerman's eyetracks all over it frea the nmoment he firat spied it
in the art axhibit,
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1USTECONT V
The evening session, a sort of {areuvell ret-to;ether, was on an entirely in-
formal basis, wvith a theme of "Bradbury-on-the-spot," Affaira cormenced with
a brief talk by Nay, a kind of work of advice to would=be uritears in the aud-
ience. "You rmust," he said, “bring into the {ield sonothing that is uniquely
you." Casually dalivered and coninr at the very emd of tha confarence, it vas
one of the hich points of the veekend, A fev questions from the floor fol-
loved, and succeeded in bringin: Sradbury further onto tho spot,

The Confereace left four distince necories:

First of all the feelin; of cancraderie, the tronderful rapport established
betueen the fans and the profossionnls. Since 1t was the larseat fan rroup
ever asserbled, and included the lar:east profeasionzl collectica ever troucht
together at one time at a fan affair, this vag a: alnost unavoidable but none-
theless rerarkably thoroush reoult,

Secondly, the art salon, which vas wiuestionably the rest inmpressive single
offort of the Conferonce ranajers. Arranged and presonted wiih dignity and
taste, it coverod the field wouderfully from the taleated fan artist throush
the roat famoua of the professionals. A soparzte roas, counected to the rain
hall, housed the disnlay,

! -~ -

\ ‘{% \ 2
Thirdly, among; the professionalas in attendance, IF(SF oditor Anthony Bouchar
vas & real presence., :'is rorarl:a in casual conversations at betuoon-sessions
got-tozethera, his antirely profossional enthmgiasn blended with a gonuino

sensa of vhat cldticers would eall "fanship," his officiel opoech, and hls

80lid corpetence whaeucover he said anything, plus his eaginzeering of the SFUA,
left a nost lasting impression.
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Fourthly, the roal star of the shev uas fabuleus “ozer ‘olsoan, who, for all
his youth, put on a conference tha 1lil:a of which has rarely been approached,
much lesa surpassed, carly arrivers such as this writer vere imediately faa-
cinated by this youny nan wvith suci a wealth of taleat and such ceaseless en-
ercy. It vas a plensure to seo & younp far :ive the lie to the oft-rapecsted
complaint that UYthat's been tried.," This was a youn fan's convenilen iIn
spirit, and that 1s vhy it vas the fantastic succees it vas, .ore specifical-
ly, and notwithstandin; all the help he obvionsly had fron Pill 'olan ad othm=
ers, it vas alaso Noger llelson's coavention,
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A NOUE ON

TELEK

By Arthur T (ox

*Telak,™ a shiort novel Uy Jack Vaice, appoared in the Janary 1952 lssue of
m;fu ALE,Q_Q Sloddoil. Tho stor's tha'e 13 the rrouth of tyrany, Seve
eral dacades heforo opeius, tolelinetic nowor—-the abllity to ~ovo objects
~“and onesell at will axd U the will—=las smiu: forth in a s7all mrer of

npeople, llow, thera aro Yowr thovsand. teloks. Febulously vrealilry, taer live
in fleatiy; cryotal palaces in the aly,

The otory opeis with 1411 Chorn  atterptia- to nersmusde Jaskaip 1sto jolainz
a ca:suiracy to deatroy the Teleka:

n_..considor the trod, At the ovisel thoy uvera ordinery
cliizona, iMoo lived ‘rr ordiner; coiveriions; thoy vero
docaat pecnle, Afiar the firsi conrecs they :'ade thoir
fortiviea by pariariy denjeous ox -unloasant taslis, I-
doalix:, malio sorvice ves e kertiote, Thay identifioed
theselvos vith all of mradiiy, aoxd ver nralsovortiy,
too, lov, alxyy yearas later. lousider tho Yolels of to-
dar. 1o thero ac¢r mroio“sica of mhliec sarvice? fono.
They dresa diliaraiudy, opeal: diffareontl;, livo dilfferent-
1. Whoy 2o loyver load shins or eleer juiles or tadld
roada; tuey tal:a ai oasiay wvay, viich nales lacs doadn on
thedr tine., NMaudly vonefite: they wring ve  plaetine,
pallacdin:, vraiiit:, rhodfw:, pll he proclous ::otals, ti:lch
they acll for hall the old price, axl they nour tho Lisaey
back $Into elreoulaticin,.../od :oanfiilo tiwe ocld ores are dy-
in; and tho netr Tolal:a nava ‘1o roots, no conxiectlon uwith
tho corr o 1A, They drau aver Duiher avvay, dovalopliy a
way of liviis eniiroly diflerent fro: ouxrs.®

Toslhaimn ozid, half-trcculdoatly, ™hat do you axpect? It's
anumral, iastt 143
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LTS
Shorn pve o a pavloat foco. "Thet's exactly tho

polit I'n tryin; to r.alic. Consider ithe trend, tho

crrve, Wamo doecs Liwls 'hatvrel' boheviar load?

Alueys oucyr Jron comiion e, tho old troditi-

ors,clusys tovard an olite-herd situatio:,?(n,50)

Ceglkasn is ¢ bis, —vufl ad honrest men, I nin ve fid  the first stalenent
of tha storr's comrter-theo: iho detvut that vielotce is v cthdenl uey Lo ro-
solvo a soclal coiflilet, ¢ .avsor hou despercgic it ey ceot. lie lzous that
the Tolel:s havae sob the:solves gpart ire: ard above nar:indg, ot they poy dof-
erence o its laus ol Yroscet vheir businosses 1 lesal uays., Ceshkann 1s a
contractor; e :6 buildine a jizcatdc stadim: for tho Yelelks, in waich <hey
intend to 0ld telelinetic atillotic aid esihelic rcanes, It is Shorn's idoa te
plant a povorivl aplosive, firox, veneectnr the stadiu and destroy the Tolelks
at e strate;ic monent., leshar s opnallod at the bleoodeihirstiross of tho i-
dea. Ilouover, a irazic asxd violont hanponins placea hiny, half-wnrdllingly, ia
Shern's cap, Yo 1s selzed, questioned, axd murdoved Ly the velels.

Tho eltuation srous grimer for tho s:all rroup of congniraters. 3Sut thea, a
rare opporiwiaity orese:is itself, Shorr reocidles closaly onoush a paid ine
forizer for the Telel:s, llucho ifurslll, to tale liis place, 'le arrenged a reet-
ing uith ez ill's aaployes, the Telel;, /dlari Derdnion. (lany of the cherae-
ters i tha story atiounce the aativro of the roles ti:or vwill nlay by thelr
nanes: lordly Daordndon; stroap-=ndided end curt 1411 Sior:; the rowad, _pudpgy
san of lswouledro, Circwbricit.)

The Teleka arc cblo to 'sraat! telelidnetic nower to others., Sher:y denands
tais in axchange for some Infom:wpiion vilel to the Telolis, Circunbrizhi fecels
that if thoy can atwdy tololi:etic pouer at first hand thoy 1y gein sone ad-
vaitaze. Circimurlcht and Chornt heove diseussod the nature of telclinetie pow=
ar in g oardenie, half-serious ianier, Cirewiripght coicluded: =

v,..I f2eclite %o the Croamale Theory. That 1s, the
coneont that all the rinds end all tio natter cf
tiio univorse are intercoimected, :mwch lile brain
colls and :mscular tissuo of tho tody. '‘Mon cer-
tein of theso bLrodin colls achiove a sufficiontly
close viacvlw:, they aro able to eoairol cortain
tiritchin-s oi' tho corporoel frane ¢ tho wilverso,
Hou? M7 I doa'l lziou, After 211, it's only an
idoe, a sadly anthropororphic idea.™ (pp.5-9)

Sut  the 2otion dan't far from rirght, Telclirotlie nover 1s W upoi
Shori., llo is sat dova in the onox facly o block: of stoine roposii; on a ta-
ble. il is told to nove it Uy iz uill fron tho right to the loft, then baclk
asnin,

W . dnd nou, tho cube is a pert of your orsanisn,
nart of yovr flech, lile your hends and feot.®

Thero uvas a mrwurinz ond rustle vehind Shormy o-
bediont to Dedler ho fastored his eyes on the
cuve, {(p.79)

Jehind hin a srovn of Tolelis hava sathered. Jis o soes tirovsh the effortlass

actiorn of 'tryinz' to rove the cubo ol stone Iron oie positien to another,

they do it with hin; ad— CONTINUED OH P, 29
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SFWA:

Stef Scribblers'
Society Seeks
Sapient Solidarty

Jack Bloodsronc

alies S;ﬁ Byme
Those cf you who have not heard recent Forrest . may (or may not) be

interested in the news that a new guild krown as the BICT FANTASY WRITERS
OF AMCRICA ia begin:ing to evolvae, : .

It a'l came about as the result of a secret cloak-and-dasger neeting of 26
sclence-fiction anthors, one editor (Teny Boucher), and one cgert (guess wha)
after & banquet on the 28th of June laat, in San Diego,.,.witnacsed by three or
four rocketlcads of diehard, stay-up~-late fans who werern't partying (yet.) It
was an unscheduled event of the fifth annuai Westercor, but already it has eli-
cited morurings cut of the fcrests of the nation,

Of course you can belong to tha AGA, 1WA, ACCAP, AA, and the SPCA, not to zen-
tion Nepubs, Demos, and the TLCaughtora of thc Arerican Revolution; but in spite
of all these the SiWA care into axistence for reascns all its own, Seience fio-
tion writing end :rarketing both present special prebloms today, and ‘the geomot-
rical progression of goneral public intorest in this field gives a distinct
promise of more and special problems tomorrow.

Tomorrow begins particularly when TV ard the motion pilcture induatry officially
recognize SF as a really dependabla source of brand new ideas -- brand new,
that is, to.the uninitiated publiec. Ve, of cnurse, hold the truth to be ssif-
evident that sclence-fictian cannot be written by any studio's staff writer un-
less he has been whacked on the Lead at just the right anple at a very tender
age.

In this respect, it rust be recognized that there is a subtle difference be-
*Wween writers who transplant their cowboys fironm a buoking bronco to a buckling,
cardboard spaceship hopping through flelds of ncptarn and trailing s atreem of
ciparetta smoke bohirnd it — and that far more noble achouol which is intereated
in the)iupact of future onvironments on huuan beinps. (The former make more
money.

PAGE FIFTEIN



SFWA
One of the principal aims of the CSFWA is to rakoe sclence-fictien better Inown
to John Q, Publie, and to inercase 4its prestige by nation-wide organizationm,
general publicity, and formal awards to euthcrs, editors,and producers in the
field, Ancthor aim is to botter the coxnditlons undor which selencoe-fiction 1s
merketed; however no dictation of pollicy to buyers will be practiced, In other
words, this is a guild, not a union. The only pressure which could be brought
against an unfair practitloner in the publishing field would be indirect —- in
the form of impersonal listings of chronic malpractices i 8T™A bulletins, or,
as is anticipated, in an SFWA magazine. By malpractices wn mean uncenscionably
long silencesa on the part of editofs who L0old manuscripts for consideration,
further silencea after a story has apreared in print, and especially the unan-
nounced policy of buying up all subsidiary rights to a story. (This one we'll
fight for like a Mason-Dixon line,

Far from erecting a Great Wall between auther and editor, the SFHA hopes to
¢create bilateral benefits. As a matter of fact, if the constitution is to cen-
tain an Authors' Bill of Rights, there should cortainly be an Editors' Bill of
Rights too. (This is really an unofficial idea of my own, but I believe such a
principle will be practiced by the SFUA.)

Another contemplated activity of the group 1s to bring stef writers togethor
and offer them the opportunity to improve by neans of discussions and compar-
isons, A subsidiary growth may be an associate membership for fans desiring to
_write science=fiction, which will involve authcr contact and constructive help
and criticism if requested,

The first local moeting' of the CFWA will teke place aoon, at which a constitu-
tion will be framed, This is to be circularized and voted upon by members all
over the USA, and it is hoped that from this point onward the organization will
have acquired escape veloecity to carry it beyond the cloying field of lethergy
which has sc often contributed to the high mortality rete of some of the best
laid plans of mice and men,

We think we're going to reach our star,

Incidentally, Ray Bradbury is the President of SFUA, Officers elected at San
Diego on a pro tem basis are: Cleve Cartmill, VP; Forrest J Ackerman,Secretary;
Dorethy de Courcy, Treasurer,

Oh yes, and the Exec VP, pro tem, is S,J.Byrne, author of that red-hot, reveal-
ing yarn, 'The Naked Goddess,' Don't fail to get your copy of Other Worlds,
Hurry! lurry! Hurry!

[ I B

Seriously, if you should want to know more about the Science Fantasy Writers
of America, or wish to become a membar of the puild, you are edvised to

write-——briefly--to the pro tem secretary, An officlal eircular of the Siv4
will be sent you, including a short questionnaire,

You should address your inquiry toi
FORREST J ACKIRMAN
SECRETARY, SFWA
915 5, SHEFBCURNE DR,
LOS ANGELES 35, CALIF.

PAGE STXTLEN



Books of the Quarter

compiled by
Fuss Hodrkina

De Camp & lay
Negley & Patrick
Fletcher Pratt
John Taine

Kurt Vonnegut
Stanley Weinbaum

lands Beyond
Quest for Utopia
Double Jeocperdy
Tha Crystal lorde
Playor Piano

The Ted Peri

As an addéd service to fana and colw
lectors of science=fiction ard fan-
tas, Shanpri-lLA takes pleasure in
announeing an annual "Booksa of * the
Year" liat, It will bte printed as
an integral part of the ' magazine,
and will contain the title, author,
and rublisher of every hard cover &
pocket book which appeared in the
preceding year, togethsr with a con-
clae sumary of ita contents, The
anrual department will bhe ccaplled
by Russ Hodgkins, the bock surmaries
being written by the staff,

At the present time we are nnt, cer-
tain as to the manner in which the
zaterial will be arranged. Three
possibilitiea present theaselves:
1) alphabetical 1isting by avthor ,
2) alphabetical 1listing by title,
3) alphabetical 1linting by titlae,
grouped by publisher.

Please let ua know which you prefer,

o

Book Reviews

Playar Plano by Kurt Vonnegut Jr, 1is
tilled as another 'Brave Hew World'
ard 11934', It dsn't, but dis, ne-
vertheless, a sather intriguing work
which explorea the posaibilities of
the development of elactronies to
such & high degree that productian
1o virtunlly automatie, with the re=-
sultant effect of 1dling and spiri-
tually dmucening the great malority
of the populace, The effact ¢’ this
socioty upon a sensitive, thoughtful
monber of the managerial clasia, amd
hia atterpts to change the system
Provide the action of the book. The
writing is swift-paced, and Vonnegut
has himself a fine time throwing
sharp barba at the faibles of that
future world., Of course, there are
rathar aimilar trends which may be
obscrved in our own scciety, ".which
soreday DAY.... Eph Konigsberg

Ihe by John Taine 18
a mild rehash of one of the better
adventura yarns of tha old«time aci-
enca=fiction, 1In spite of several
rather antiguated cliches here and
there, and some of the cornieat phi=
loaophy I have yat had to suffer
through, the story atill re=ains a
minor oasterpiece of viclent physe
ical phenciena on a grand scale,
Fantaoy Press, $3, --Earle Princelon
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P Eed by Stanley G. Weinbaum,
antasy ss! psecond Weinbaim an=

thology, is, like its sister volume,
'A lmartian Oddysey,' 2 oollection
of tales almost all written with ir,
Weinbaum's emsentially biological
viewpoint, In half tie stories in
this book the central !gimmick! is
Soma odd and ingenious life-form,
eand in several of the other yarns
the story backgrounds include crea-
tures which amply demonatrate Wein-
baun'a flair for inventing novel and
logical 1living thinga, The roader
new to sclence-fictlion will diseover

by L. Sprague de Camp

\/illy ley is interesting reading
for two other reasons than the ex=-
callent material it contains, Both
of these reasons appear between the
linea—the genmuine enjoyment of Ley
at ferreting ocut these lagends, and
the fiendish glea of de Camp at
detunking then, The first =myth to
go down wvas Atlantic--which 1s sunk
now  if it never was before, They
also explain and eliminate mytholo-
gical monsters and the Ten Lost
Tribes of Iorael, ths wsemarkable
thing bding, according to deCamp and

in thia book a group of stories re-
marikable for their inventiveness,
and their all-arocund . raadability,
while the older fan will re—sexplore
a world of wonder such as fev au-
thora in the field have had the
skill to depict, --Dave Fax

Lsy, that the other two——Judah and
Benjamin——have ratained their status
as a separate cultural unit,

This is not recommanded reading
for those who hold dear the anclent
nisconceptions—=but for the rest of
us, it should provide an antertain-
ing way of passing a few avenings --
recomended highly, -—Leigh Randall
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MOVIE REVIEW — E;?;

But the Preaident, stirr to?ﬁg heels
conas up with a couple of "thou shalts®
and ordains that the nessage must be 7 &~
released, vhich it is, Thanks to radic i
and TV, the world unanimously wvotes in g 4
religion again-—even Ruasia, whare for-
bidden Voice of America ‘troadcasts ‘| 200
cause the proletariet to literally dig 74
out 1its ancient robes and crucifixes .
and Joyously resume worship, ecconpa~

nied austerely by the chatter of mn- 14
chine gun fire, #i

The plot takes aome fantastic loops and swirls that put an end to patience,
The German inventor escapos from an avalanche and shows up in Celifornia nine
days later, and astounds radioman Cronyn with the news that he had sent the
'Heasages frez. Mara' all along, and had lifted the world "high up to the sky so
I could crash it down to hell,® eince he is evidently the Antichrist, He says
he will exposs the whole thing, but Cronyn's wife, with her usual hysterics,
pleadzs for the newly acquired peace of the world, She decidea to and the non=
sense by lighting a cigarette in a roorm craftily filled with hydrogen gas, dow
ing in the monater and saving the warld at the expense of her children's par-
ents, Just then a new messase comes through on the screen from Mars--"Well
done, thou good & faithful,,,"—=thus apiking the German's argument with no fur=
ther foldercl, But the Antichrist née. brilliant scientist shoots in defeat at
God's TV pattern and sets off the hydrogen anyway,

Never did see Mars, 8o I have told you all this to apare you the picture,
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Red Flanet liars Neviewed by Con Pederson

The first half of this picture ia quite competent seience-fiction, considering
most aclentifilnsg, A young scientist named Cronyn estaulishes radio contact
with lfars, which five yeara hence is at perihelion .and is found to have intel-
ligent 1ife (nerely because Lowell's canall suddonly reflact light and ‘the ice
oap dwindles significantly.) Dut Cronyn lets his young son beat hin to figur-
ing out a basiszs for interplanetary communication, It is simple enocughs pi, or
3.1416, without which civilizations are helpless., So thay irmmediately send
"31415" shrewdly off to llars; if they raceive additional decimal places cor-
rectly, they are understood. Clever! Iliartians being good egpgs, thay turn out
to use the same textbocks we do and astart telling us how wonderful life is on
llars ripht then and there, ' It seecs to be a Ned plahet, At any rate, thoy get
food for 1000 pespls frem 4 cero—I'll leava the raolative aizos of lartians and
their acres up to your imnzination—and use cosnic enerpy (sic), having discov-
ered how to "split hundreds of elements," which in o mean accomplisknont,

t. .
But on earth, everircne s afraid thils will caune total teclnological unemplay-
nont, so they all atep Working, witidraw their morey, and lct Weatern civilize
aticn collapso, By Lhiz tine, i, Cronyn in very uapopular, .

Meanwhile, tho well-accented Gernan inventor of the 'hydregen switch! that en-
abled ‘all this is hiding ot frcm the Nussiand in e kipgh but in the Andes. They
find him and ask him gubtly ko his progresfs in ceoniaating ilars is proceeding,
ard by the wav, has he ncticed the Americnans have alroedy done 1t?? He leora
pluckily, toasts the alairter eniscary back Lo loscaow, and gets back to :is in-
terplane.exy eevesdropping, thereafter shori'/.ving reporta to the Kremi' ..

Thrn, after we've gotten rid of Wectern civilization and Muasia is proparing to

dine sumptucusly ‘on the remsins after forty years of lurking, the socond half
of the picture comes just in time,

Here everything fliecs opart, Amid the turmoil on earth the question "Since you
have comie enerpy, why do you not have wara?® is sent to liars, The answer is
"Ceven lifotimes ago  you were told to livo in poacu  and unite against - evil,
which you have not done,* Sinco lartians live 300 years, this takea us back to
tha time when a very spectactiar philosophor was being misused in Jerusalem,
The plot sickens, The cormuniqué is rushed to the discreetly anonyrous Presid-
ent, Can' they rolease it to the public? Cronyn screaa gg in the name cf aci-
ence, in uhose name He's just finiched damanding that all nessajes be released,
&—— CONTOUED THAT-A-WAY Oi 7,18 : :
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For the last ten years or so I have been watching, with rmich interest and more
exasperation, the changes teking place in scionce-fiction due to its increase
in general popularity, The total effect of theae chanpges, either by deaign or
chance, has been to produce a type of 'acienco-fiction' attractive to the non~
or anti-scientific mind, in fact, a literature in which s&sciencea playa ebout
the same part that sex does 4in some of the chsaper pocket bocks—=it i5 {lem-
boyantly advertised on the cover, in word and picture, but when the eager
reader dips into the boock, ha finds little or nothing to justify hia rapturous
expactations, The flabby hand of censorship, or aditorial pelicy, has done
its werk.

Two writing clichaes in particular have aided the movement to rake seience-fic-
tion decently pure of any embarrassing references to physical phenomena. The
firet was the trick of setting a astory in some future time, and writing it aa
if 1t wver®“to,be read by pecple .of that era. .Done carefully gnd cleterly,
this resulted in many fine tales, Unfortunately it was also welcomed as an
open sesane to s-f by a mmber of pentry whose only intention was to pick up a
fast buck, Spell your characters'. names a little oddly, announce that the
story was laid in A.D. 25,000,000,.acpphlonsly avold any detailed description
or logical explanation, and prestol ypu were writing science-fiction! . Of
course, there was still the difficulty of thinking up alien critters for your
heroes to annihilate, this being the backward custom of the time, but any
srmart bird with a high-school biology course background could throw together
sonething acary encugh to be convincing., Not as good as Weinbaum, maybe, but
it'd sell}

However, the recent development of the second cliche has done things to a-f
which must make the pioneer pasudo-sclence-fiction hacks blush for shame at
their own naivete, This i1s the discovery that the galaxy, nay, the entire
reachable cosmos, 1s inhabited solely by human beings, or at least by :humran-
oida! 80 closely resembling good old homo sap that no author need feel embar-
rassed at letting his simon-pure characters asscciate with them in friendship
or conflict. This astounding, and convenient discovery is explained variously
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SHANGRI-LA
with the "galactic Empire" toncept leading the field. Pither Terran explor-
ers, Bacilpg Toril: Jrau our gysiem in the near futura, find that man has long
ago conquered tha reat of the galaxy, with Earth a forgotten backwater where
the daacendanta & loat colony have but lately emerged from barbarism and
solved the secret of apace-flight, or the tale is met in the far future, vhen
man has colonized the universe, aither killing off all alien opposition long
ago, or never having found any alien intellipcat life in his interatellar ven-
deringa, Not quite 8o porular i1s the iden that, since after all, the human
fora ia the ldesl one that ary truly mteuigant baing would Ua.nt wvhy of
course, that 1s the only fora that any intelligert 1ifa in the univerne takeas,
That this last is not so popular may be due to tha fact that in depicting a
Ban- character, the author 1s occasionally forced to deviate from the
ard hunan which is the only type which most contanmporary ‘'science-fic-
tion' writers are fitted, by education and interests, to describe.

Two skilled rractitioneers of these technigues ars i, I, van Vogt and James H.
Schmitz, Van Vogt, in his 'Players of lull-A,' rot only took good care to see
that every charecter in his tale was as human (and wcoden) es possible, but
for all the novement in the story frum planet to planot, not once did the
reader find himaself on a world which in any important particular varied from
dear old Terra, Schmitz also gives uas o universe in whioch the reader is per-
mitted to meot nothing but 'folks' of varicus sizes, azea, and sexes, Trus,

Schmitz uaesa the alien menace thena, but these creatures are all carefully
killed bafore the reader ever gets closa to them,

Another effeoct of the humanization of the universe has been a general ahandone
cent of the solar system an a story background, Science has pretty well prov-
en that the other worlds of our system aroc unsuitabla for life as we know it,
and the up-to-date 'science~fiction' author, disinterosted in or incapeble of
imagining life-forms to fit theso worlds, blithely seta hia tale on the four-
teenth catellite of Aldebaren which, for all anyone knows, is just as he pic-
tures lt——another litile Earth,

Nor should the preasent trend ©be confused with the crudities of the old--style
'apace opera' where every planet sported at loast one very humanly der'rable
princess, This was ean immature literary form, but little separated fium ita
near cousing the cowboy yarn and tha soutl-soas adventure tale, and svffering
from many of the literary sins of these genres., Today we are faced with a
planned, deliborate movement to auletlt remove all the acience fron acience-
fiction while atill retaining the profitable name and the popular cliches,

this may well be the final and greatest step on the road to producing a gemu=
ino denatured 'science-fiction! puitable for consumption by John Q. Mystery-
fan, his Journal-Post-Companion reading wife, and their dull-ncrmal son, uho
"allus had read westerns, but I thot I might try one of them Mars storiea.”
Before this, the science-fiction author was sometimes faced with the need to
put a little science in his story, but no mere! The Funmanoida have landed!
In fact, the universa is infosted with ther! No longer need a 'aclence-fio-
tion! author wasto the slightest time or energy on scme nasty non~human thing,
no more will the sophisticated fan wrinkle his delicate nostrils at the lcath-
some BEM, never again need a writor resert to the gross impropriety of putting
any science at all in a ‘'sclence-fiction' story., 1It's all over now, the Hu-
mancida have taken over, and 1t locka like they're here to stay!
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W The nimutes of the previous meeting launched
an abortive arpument on whether Frank Guatirocehi's putty was mutty, silly or
otherwise queationable, After general agrecment had been reachad thidt it was
ailly, Ackerman declared it apparent to hir that it was mutty,about which time
nost of those present began to feel that the vhole thing was putty nutty....Cph

Konigsbarg pained the floor to present . /ife Juna kicked him sharply in
the shins and Audrey Clinton declared u rousing hand should be given to

June, ,,..Jim the boy director Wilson was electeli....

Wﬁmz Director Wilaon mada the first error of his ajd-
miniatrations. he asked there were any old business. Jares Xepner galned the
floor and resolved that the club should umresolve its position favering an east-
orn site for the 1953 convention,,...A vote was taken, which decided nothing,....

ssacsEverett Evans announced that los Angeles would host the 1953 Weslercon.....
Hl L- GOlﬂ "“ duhbﬁd '“Odicut GOld'.....

W Dear Diary: Tonight we played our favorite
gama: putiing o2tf ever ng until next week,,,.,Halter J, Dauzhort:r pot up and
spcke on gev'ing the Westarcon Committee going,.,...0ur poor sec tay uweclared
that he didna® . !now whethar or not he should write to the Little ._2 that LASFS

vas for the» ia 1953, Sanebody dragged ocut froo under the tabls, ur whorever 1t
Fed bean criuging, last week's neutrality proposal, and it wus pazsel.....

WW: Chill thrill of the everias wvos >rovided by
easurer bort Hernhuter, who announced that "after spexifcy "' there was
©42,82 in the treasury, Albert finally cleared things up wirr. *» suud that he
conaidered banking a form of epending,....Agreement was ffiwl:y oeached an
painting Freehafer Hall, and {7 paint cost was authorized,.,..5.uv .¥—ne declared
that he could provide the projector for tha Sodence Fantasy Acalcur Zine Soclaty
premiere showing. This was the cue for Bill to Moslcigh into the discuzsion
with a comment thet he had seen some of the cowpany's shota and at least "eome
were in focus®,,,,.Ray Bradbury went on doodling....,

Wz Ah, yes, there was bad rsws tonight,....There

vas some signifl when there was no response to t!a rall for old busi-

nesa, In an organization that had always hed o0ld businesa, tne lack of old bum=
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Sdeios uub oy Lo a feocvaraiiy; no businosa 1s bed business at Freehafer Hall
ereselt Was not the first time that Walter J. Fauzherty, who, it is said, krd
been there when the cluroom was built, has had to stand up and plea. a cese for
LASFS, It will prebebly not be the last, Ho had, said Daugherty, received a
notica f{rom the managcment of the hotel, It wasn, he oaid, an eviction notice
sessEven the authors stopped talking.....But, pload Daugherty, I will save this
clubroam, I ask only that I be given absolutc authority.....That motion passed
s eeoDaugherty then unvelled a fantastic display of trgpical fish,,...

t g

W_}QE: Scuwestercon filnms. Gee, maybe something exe
eiting Fporn next week,.... i

Wﬂ,_ﬂ ~ The Loa Anjeles Scionce Fentasy Scciety pre=
sented an opera fa in one aci,....Coloratura tenor Eph Konigs

berg delivered the gz-en.t aria,™ l'dithinf Thesa Sacred ilellsa:!
Whén first uo rected thia place,
We sat in the wery front space,
Now they've moved s belilnd,
To protest wo've declinode=-
So I'm here to rave us scme face,
essssThat vo should po in tims,
7 S To the managament sublime,
J “And get acme guorantee,
! On remaining where we be,
And the cenfused treasurer, lasso Albert llermuter, crying out:
Wa've bean arguing hot and fast,
Over somuthing nevor passed,
He're trying our bost to get rid,
Of momothing we naver did,
And the preat basso aria, delivered by S, J, Brrne, '0 Mon of Suiunca:
I'va found you out, I've traced your ways,
I've loarned true gen:lua naver pays,
es¢s.0h mon of ncidnce, keepers of bocks and lists,
Extractors,-editers, writers of worda, brain pickers, amd
generally horrid materialists)
And nezzo=sopranc Ray Bradbury, speaking out of tho machine;
Sg the only thing that bothers me,
Is where tha devil vill I be,
Vhen in a fit of sheer delight,
I 86l to God my final right?

782nd Mootidgs s e s JAuFuat L4, 19521 - Walter J, Daugherty talked for a while.,...

782xd Jegtive. .., Augzaat 20, 19521 .....there were only fifteon people here at

this neeting,eesee
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Took a little trip out to Beverly Hills the other e~ve-ning, as Forreat J Ack-
erman would say, and talked to a very important sclentifiction personelity.
Thia fellow, Ackerman might say, is a very well-kmown fandividual, scientifilm
expert, minor author, bread-and-butter to same seventy=five writers in the fan-
tasy field, reviewer of scientifilms and books for countless publications, high
executive in the Los Angeles Science Fantasy Seciety and the Science Fantasy
Writers of America, and a general Jolly Cholly.

On the other hand, Ackerman might be honest and deprecating about this fellow,
for the fan we interviewed was Forry himself., Approaching the modeat Ackerman
hacienda on Sherbcurne Drive, we wers impressed first by the full-aize poster
of Marlene Dietrich.. vhich decorated the docratep., Then, when Forry opened the
door, we were immedintely staggered by the spectacle of the living-room wall—
about fifteen by twenty-five——one big bockahelf of stef, highlighted by fluor-
ancents at the top. A plano in one corner, phonograph and record shelf in an-
other, and miscellanecus bookcasas fitted out the rest of the room, with price-
less Bonestell and Frank Peul originals scattered about in profusion,

Presently we recovered sufficiently to see Forry's office, which contains hisa
mag collection, his typer, card file of mamuscripts, and telephone; pest the
dining room==which displayed a real gem, a Bradtury original - W@ Were
led,through a hall papered with Bok and cther fantasy art, and into the jungle!
Mamacripta, letters from editors, circulars of the SFWA, and odd 1llustrationa
and fanzines crowded the famous Vogue typer practically off the desk, Ranged
around the roam were shelves of old Amazings, Weirds, Astoundings, British reé-
prints--svery type of astef mag imaginable, with a few we hadn't even imagined.
Paul double spreads, Neil Austin portraita, and other originals were over the
door and betwasn shelves; the zinc blocks for the Finlay illos to 'Ship of Ish-
tar'! stood in front of mags,
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The office was further graced by pictures of various mude women, some of them
with a fantasy slant, "Everybody wonders about the naked ladies," Forry said,
Yhow my wife lets me keep 'em, where they come from, why I display scee around
the house this way, and so on. Why shouldn't I? I like 'em!™ He also subscribes
to Sunshine & Health, the mudist megazine.—where he frequently cbserves Ted
Sturgeon and wife enjoying the sunshine-~and in addition keape up with Sexology

and a raft of publications with names like géé?gg, pr and 80 on," Just
like to keep ehreast of the latest fetishes," I'erry remarked,

To distraet our sttention, he dragged down a stack of old VOMs, the Volce of
the Imagination, "People never used to underatand this mag,® he told us, "We
printed all the lettars that came in, Look there's a misapelling, and here's a
typo—these were in the criginal letters, I used to be & civil service senior
typist; I could retype these letters vertatim, character for character,

"The purpose of VOM was aimple enough,"he explained, "a mirror for fandom, You
could look at that mirror on the wall, and find out who wvas the wisest fan of
all." Sone of the latters are inane, saa hrilliant, Dut they all add to the
chronicle of fan thinking of that peried,

Forrest J (no period) Ackerman bacame a fan on llovembar 2, 1916, hers in 1A,
at the age of 0, His first splash in the stef world was in 1929 in San Francls-
co; he won a newspaper-sponscred kids' story contest with, of course, a first.
rocket=to-Mars story, We looked at his picture in the old paper: innocent e~
nough looking 1ittle character, hair meticulously parted, old Amazing tightly
clutched, studious ad mstrs expression. Doesn't look a bit 1ike Truman Capota.

He vas alsc associate editor of 'jﬂ k%, the firat fanzine, Liasted over
his name in the firat issue are those of Iort Weisinger and Julius Schwartz,
who went on to the prozine businesa 1n New York,

Forry stayed in the land of milk, honey, and movie stars, though; he vas a film
fan too, He has a collaction of 600 stills from variocus pictures, and of course
he wrote in for signed picturea of all the sturs,

His present handwriting is the result of this avecation; it's borrowed from Kay
Francis, who was 80 impressed by the young Forry's adulation that she wrote him
guite a message in her beautiful hand across the glossy 8x10 photo. "I bad a
norral fourteen-year-old handwriting until I saw that," confesses the Compleat
Fan, "J set out to copy her script—ahe'd given me almost a complete alphabet,®
It grev so completely flashy that even the author couldn't read it—ehis signa-
ture is the only example still in use-—s0 he modified it and printed the let-
ters. Soon this too asacrificed coherence for rococo beauty, and he was forced
to print block capitals to be readable. “And even those block caps,” worries
Forry, "are getting fancier and fancier."

His movie interest won Porry a job, back in the days when he worked for a liv-
ing. At a Motion Picture Academy special showing of Lang's 'Metropolis,' he
organized a party from LASFS to see the show, which over the years he's viaved
some 16 times, The emcee at the theater was amazed at Forry's interest and im=
preaaris talent; later, they got to talking, Presantly Forry was the emcee of
these epecial Academy showingy,sBd in dddition he helped brinrg cut the Playera!
Directory, a catalogue of bit-talent published by the MPA.

When the LASFS saw 'When Horldas Collide' 1last fall, someone remarked that the
disaster mcenes were remarkable work., Drawing on his Academy background, Forry
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pronounced moat of the scenes borrowed from other films: "That oil well Bcene
was from 'Tulsa,! the rushing vater from 'Hurricane,' and the other one {rom
esa® His fabulous memory came in handy whan the MPA made exhibitiorna of stills
from various movies; he'd ponder over a picture which'd lost its labal, and
preaently announce it was from thus-and-so, which he'd seen in, let's aee, '37,

Like most people of the appropriate age, Ackerman was in the service, Ending up
a ataff sergeant at Ft, MacArthur, he worked vp +to editorship of the 'Alert,'
tha base newspeper, Fanzine experience enabled him to grind out countless art-
icles, news stories, and comment colunns; he managed a plug for science fiction
every issue. In one of the papers, we saw a letter from the future (conceal-
ing a Buy War Bonds plug,) A rosy future awaited him (thia was pr i
Future Forry wrote Sgt. Forry; the latter's war bonds had matured, and vas
rich?

After he returned from the army, Forry had visions of being a atef acribe; he
wrote same stories and ment 'em argund, When they had come full circle (back to
Forry) he examined his writing technigue critically, "I guess I'm just not the
pro writer type," he admits; "I won't slave over & story., I get the idea and
write it, and there it is,,,usually not very long, My i1deas are usually simple
puns—1ike Damon Knight's 'To Serve Man,' which 1 could have Llown up to all of
400 words,*

Wea suspect it was originally in an effort to sell his own work by hook or crook
that he became an agent, He had a beautiful set-up for it, of course: many
writers and editors in the field were old fans, long=time correspondence of
Forry's., Van Vogt gave him a couple of stories not written for the Astounding
market, and he contacted a few old-time writers and some new ones, and the Ack~-
erman Fantasy Agency was born,

T was very idealistic at first,® Forry confesses, "I'd heard about New Yark
agents who lived off reading feea, reading the stuff submitted to them and
spinning fancy tales about how Collier's almost bought this, Cosmo said nice
things about thatw=while never actually doing anything more than collecting
five ar ten bucks for reading the atory. Tha Ackerman Fantasy Agency, 1 de=
clared, would have none of this~eno reading fee. And on top of this, I rashly
resolved to pay ny authors' postage. Within a year or ao, I was practically
troke. I had an agency, true, and I was sellins, but I wasrn't making a cent,
So I had to harden ny heart and charges a naminal fos for reading (refundable if
I sell the story) end charpe for postage,®

The agency has grown fram its 1947 inception to graap, as we mentioned, some
75 euthors, and to sell, mo far as we know, to every magazine except %
Sglance There was a project at ane time, inciddntally, that agen
Ack cooked up, of an antnology to be called 'Forry Stories,! conaisting of ed~
itor Ack's choice of ths beat (probably all) of author Ack's rejected work,
"That fell through presently,® mourned Forry, "when the stories began to sell
in the mag market.,®

We cbserved a note to this effect in a circular on Don Ford's and gBke
ed Ack far his Garret Ford autograph at San Diego, Hemming and hawing, he re-
vealed that hes wvasn't Ford, but that he invented the nams, and had had for a

vhile a part interest in it. So he signed carefully on our program 'FJA, ex-1/3
Garret Ford,!

Farry has for some time been runored to be Garret Ford, editor of#
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Lagt year the Ackermans tcok in a trip to Ruropa, of which Forry'as favorite ax-
perierce was a flight to Eire to visit Walt 1/111lis, The;'d beon steying with
Arthur Gibson (an Esperantist end correspondent of Forry's) in Edinborough, and
Forry had dined too well the night beforo, Prosently it was discovered that in
fifty minutes the plane left for Ireland, frou Glaszow, Rushing around nadly,
ke managed to get to Glasgow a few minutes before flight time, and mnanaged to
got aboard, L[oubta began to swim up in the Ackerman mind as last night'a din-
ner, in his vitals, and the airplone, 11 the 1ought Scoteh atmosphere, did the
8eae, "First, to cheer ma up, Lhe pilot taxied three times past an old grave-
yard. Then he winged forth, My first flight! Ooh! Then Willis and his friends
net pe at the field with s—well, nol quite a heerse, but cne of those sclemn
long black limousines used in funeral prucessiona," There was a transit strike
on and this wvas all he could get, Willls erplalied in a rapid gaslic dialect
that made Forry's speech a Western dravl ty co:pariaon, "It was s wonderful
tire," Ack recemlers, "btut a shame that of all my fourteen-week trip I was ill
on the one day I saw the yreat Wally Willis,"

Forry hasn't always been a Revarly Fills highhrew, Ve believe it was Wendy who
galvanized the move from New Hampshire £t, "You must have more room for the
books," she declared, when the original Caraje beran to bulge, And, with typ=-
ical Wendy purpcsefulness, they noved,

We susapect Wendy's detern'mation and singlenens of purpose derivea from her
Alsace~lorreine beckground, We observed the driving force et work one evening,
when, feeling the need for rerast, Mendayne ralded our (persoral) icebox with
all the muxdearcus dispatch of a Comrando,

After the mansion was found, Forry and Wondy nade several tripa with the car
full of books. "After a few loads, our wms were fallin; off, and atill there
was ro dent in the Garage's vast collection.," LASFS pitched in, providing nore
help than a herd of wild elephants, ond a truck took the rest of tha five thou-
sand books and tan thousand mags (plus or minus soveral hundred) that fill the
Carage to capacity even now, '

Awhile ago, Forry announced at LASFS that "for the benefit of any truye fana
arourd the club,..let's see, are thére any in the room? len Moffatt, mysall,.."
After Pick Sneary had turned purnle, Forry finislied tho announcement—‘o the
affecl that tomorrow was Jolsor't Lirthdey. He ie a tremendous Al Jolson fan,
Along with some Bing Croaby, Frankie Laine, and a few others, his record col-
lection consisgta of all the Jolaon he can gol ahold of, When the great nan died
a few years ago, Forry got together all the “irya fans" he know, and had an S=
hour Jolson record session, tlaying sama 76 sides,

In fact, what with movies, Jolson, and making a living, we find it incredible
that the guy can keep his hand in fandom, But, of course, the other two are on=-
ly avocations--Forry's businosa is fandom and stief, Ve guess ha likes his job,

: — T
NEXT ISSUE:

There will be another D & Q, probably riotlhrer ANALYSIS I WONDERIAMND,
arnd of course reviews, liinutes, and Forry s GARAGE; perhaps an &ril-
cle on sports in spaco, or an artielu cu Siillane, Also ‘thera . might
be a scholarly, witty, significant critijua of something or other by
¥CU. Leat's see the brainchild—-we havan't any prejudices or require-
rments (except for a manageatle length); it just lLias to be good, Our
address is on page onsa,
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tabbsd the mmber of times we had disapreed with the Anslytical Lab,. We check-
ed, Posult:; we had agreed eiphty-useven percent of the time,

Of course, this doesn't necessarily mean anything, We have some further check-
ing to do, and wo mean to do 1t in a subsequent article. For there are scnme
other, rather definitive ways in which the comparative quality of the two rag-
azines can be checked, One obvicus aource of informatiun is the anthologies.
It can be presumed that when a stbry is selacted for repvbiication it iz a
superlor piece of work, and the comparative stnnding of the two publicetiona
might be gauged by the nurber of storiss which each cne aof tham has hed re-
printed in an independent anthology.

Another question which has been laeft 'nanswvored in this article is: what type
of stories have tended to appear in each of the twa maogazines. While the ans-
wer to this question must be held In abejanze till the next article, one in-
dication of this may be found in the smo-callod 'A-plun! storles which have ap-
peared in these magazinaes, There are very few of then,

There have cnly besn seven of these super-storios in the two publications,
five of them in Galaxy, and of the seven thera wore only three which, in our
opinion, truly deserved the rating. (Wo couldn't te too persnickoty—-after
all, things might be rought all over.)

The three Calaxy stcriec we found to be of unquestioned 'A-plus' caliber were
"Coming Altraction" Uy Fritz Leibar, 11/50, "Heyond Budlan" by Wynan Guin,
8/51, and "The Deucliched ilan" by Alfred Bester, 1/52 et. seq. In sddition, we
felt thot there ware two other Galaxy stories that were far superior to sven
the bertc: 'Atg?, and thua deserved inclusion in the 'A-plus' category. They
were "Cuemiltlornally Human" by Walter k. lfdller Jr., 2/52, .aad "Surface Ten-
sicn" by Temaz Blish, 8/52,

Agtciniing did not fare so well in the Nova-type classification, for both of
the vre=ins vhich, in owr opinion, were ahove the level of the enod 'A's' were
somev:at helow what we corceived the 'A-plus' type storicy to ha, They were
"The i:izsary® by Jim Rrown, and "I Anm dothing", by Frie Frank ™iarall, both
in the 7/52 issue. (That was quite an issue, by the way. Two A-pluc, two A,
and ore C.)

Thus, for the preasent, it seems snough to state that Galaxy and Astounding,
upon the application of mild analysis, seem to possess abbut tha samn lavel of
quality, have most of their stories written by the same pecple, tend, each of
then, to develop their own coteris of writers, and, in general, offer the
reader surprisingly good value far the money,

What more do you want, blood?
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voo aeducet Lato boco:lsr racbors or toole of Lloge var’ [rouns asel:ci uideh
thayy :ou"nt far 2 revolviicuary ic, Uy Lis vory naturo, never- ad clasg-con-
sclcua, In t‘ua co.moceion, it ni Ot be noted {Uhat Shern socms to o iore
concarned wita Douar tihon the usual Vaance protagoniat,

We haven't been entirely unforewarned absut this change 4n his etiitude
though, Zarlier 1n the story, Shorn has Lhad some thoughta which, vhile not
opposed to his previous attitudes, did not grow out of them, Vance writas:

He frowned, Perhaps it - waa - important.: Perhaps

some quiet circuit of his mind vas at work, align-
ing him inte new opinions...{".73)
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Incidentally, rechanical nmetaphors (sueh as 'circuit') are uncomnon in Vance.
He usually chocsas analogies of a dramatistic or organic nature, rather than
of a physical or mechanold order, I have a suspicion, perhaps unjuatified,
that this stoery was slightly 'vritten to market;! that is, that it was given
vwhat might be termed an Agtounding bias,

From this point the story gains dramatic impetus, but its movemezt carries us
back to the satting of the first scenec: "the giant stadium, constructed by
Geskanp, for the athletic events of the Teleks, It is the day of the event
itself. Thousands of Teleks arrive, and two hundred and eixty seeming Teleks,
Shorn brings the initation Teleks in, fifty at a time, dropping them lightly
fron the slgy aleng with himself, Dy ruse and direct action, he takes over the
master of ceremonica' control booth and initiates a mass activiiy at the close
of the festivities., He spells ocut naces and messzanes in the air {such as
"Thank you and good luck, Adlari Daminion") with a little white ball; the ern-
tire congrepation of Teleka followa ita movenenta with a large bunp-ball. In
thls group action, the non-Teleks participate. Shorn'a friands ‘'attempt! to
move the ball throuch the air, as do the Teleks, And, having shared in a te-
lekinetic activity, they gre Teleks,

As T see 1it, there ia a social thesails implicit in the story, And that ia,
that soccial diastincticns are comprised of differences in 'roles' and that
group belonging consists of participation in activities comcon to the group.
By its emphasis on acts, thia view distinsuishes itself from the authoritarian
attitude which affirms the neceseity of group cohosiveness based upon a con-
non 'substance' or intrinsic identity, Vance bolioves that sccial differences
arise when people, or fgroups of paople, nc longer share the same activities,
When Shorn participated in Telek activitiem, he appraoached nearer tc the Tel-
aka; he becams, in fact, the bridge between them and the non-Teleks, deliver-
Zng the Teleks from posaible destruction and tha cormon man fro- probable tyr-
mnny,

The new-Teleks 1ift themselvea from the stadium, depart into the aftarnoon,
They are going to confer telekinetic ability upon others and, eventually, upon
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