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Shangri-I'Af7faires is the bulletin oi. the Ios An~eles Science Tantasy
Society. It is -ublished each merith, whether we have the material or
rot, 8t the eclubrcem, 637% S. Bixel St., Ics Arceles 14, California,
ard that is the adlress to which ym ean serd all beefs and »reise and
your fanzines if yeu =ubliskh a fanzine. The editor is reshonsibla for
only the remar!ms signed by him, and i7 wressed too hard, v 1l disclaim
&ll responsibility Por those, tos.

e are striliirg off a medal for Franl: Reobinson who publishes that
zom nf fanewscards, which, strangely encugh, is titled Fanewuscard. o
feel that suitable awards should be mde to fans whe have sentributed
something tc the 2rt and science of fandom, or whe heve verfermed some
doughty deed. Pwaniiie has done a very couragzeous thing, ard to be
more explieit, an unheard-of +thing. It seems that some weelks ago wo
asked him for an erticle for this very issue. Fe premised one. He
Iy mve been coerced, but he promised. IEventually he rushed back to
the comparative safety of Chicago 29, being orly a visitor here in the
Pirast place. After a few notes telling of no progress, he finally zd-
ritted that he was wunable to write anything longer than ¢ Fanewscard.
aid 47 he wrote 2 hundred words, 75 of them weuld be padding.

We were towled over, of coursa. He's the first fan we've aver
neard of who's actuelly come right out and flatly stzted an inability
to do anythirg. So---for him we 2re strilidng off 2 medal. The design
has not yet been decided wden, but it will be something bizarre ond
sheeliing. Due to scareity of roble metals, the thing will have to ba
m.de frem scmethirg like yttrium. It will not be forthcoming in the
near future, but it is being thought cbcut sericugly. Zven if e
don't strile it off this month, or this year, Fven:ie can alwaya turn
tovard I.A. with the warm, comfortatle Tesling that he's got a2 med2l
coming from here anmetime.

A recent elaction at the ILTASTS made Porrest J. Ackerman our new
director. He retaired Morojo as traezsu:er, Burbes as secretary. Sam
Russell and ¥alt Taugherty were ele~i2d wembers nf the Executive Com-
mittee. The new Director had a Few s8u ~nstions to maka. From now or,
the news mags, Paneus d, Phen, and 272 will have regular I.A. cdr-
respondents. This meg will have R regular publishing data.

If the rews-sheet Phan is news to you, Bill Yatsorn of diablerie
has just smvmed it. A dime to 1899 Californie St., San Francisco 9
will get you a short-term sub to this new 'Test Const nevs-sheet.

o progneatications for next ish. We had the sad experierce of
watehing the projocted items for this ish fade away, one by one, with
one netable cxception, Pran Laney's hyder articla.

And speaking of this article, it shculd e3l1l ferth a torrentizl
rain of letters. Two weeks froem rext Tuesday, a pestcard or two will
dribble in.)

Thonks t¢ our centributors in this issuo. 8Swciel thanizs to Mrar
Leney for the top article of '44, and special thanl:s to Lora Crozesti,
who did the rcover and & coupla other items, and a lot of eranl-turring
besgidas.

--~Charios Bwrteon



tio OF FAIIDO - s 7

‘antasy and science-fiction fandom, comwrising as it does one of
ny chiaf hobby interests, has naturally been the subject ¢f & great
deal of more ar less ceonstructive thought on my =rt. In the course
of my association vwith the field, I havae formulated a fairly com—lete
system o? mores dealins with it; and, while I heve rno inteniion of
offeringy them as an iron-clad series of lavs by which all othew fans

g?ou]d be zoverned, I dn <feel that they are worthy of some considera-
tion.

L definition of fandom is necessary before we cen discuss ideals
in connection with it. Perhans I a unnecessarily conservative, but
to me science-fiction and fantasy fandem is -recisely what its nome
im~rlies: & grecud of versens interested in a certein Torm of writtien
expression. This interest is always indicated throush readinz {(and
usually ccllectinz) fantastie fiction; it mey also be legimimately ex-
Prossed through the —-ublication of zmeteur mesazines dealing with vor-
ilous aspects of <fantagy, and through the writing, -rofessiorally or
othervrise, of fantastiec Tiction, verse, and essays, or by the drawving,
professionally or ontherwise, of fentastic nietuves. That covers fen-
dom, my friends; any other interests or Punctions tacked onto fandom
are wholly extranecus, and fwrthermore. are cempletelw half-balked, in-
sofar 2s they mey be ronsidered "fan" activity.

This verhaps extrocordinery stotement should be amwlified. T most
cortainly de¢ not wish +to give the immression that I feel fons should
be interested in nothing exce~t thei: Tantasy; on the contrary, it
shoulld ba Datent te anyone of moderate intellimence that no one Dhase
of lire and letiers should be vorihy ol deveting one's entire 1li‘e to.
The Hoint I wish to malke is that Tondem is teing =rosiituted by cer-
teir of 1ts more introvertsd members, vtho Tind it impossible to cd-
Just to the world in genersl, ut inatead try to Tind in fandom & sub-
stitute microcosmos. Throuzh 1ihe offorts of such persens, subjlects
such as musie, soeciology, the ™uture world, religion, wolities, nudes,
and dozens of other unrelated tepics are dravn into a hebdy whier
should remaln murist. As o mtter of fect, so-cealled "orgarized™ fan-
dom has little or nothing to offer to the gernuine and sincere fan; ex-
cent for ar- nccasiernl book review or & stray article thot mets inby
mistalke, the 1literature of the fon field is arrant belderdesh--some-
tires interestins or amusing, it is true, but still tzlderdash.

As a matter of cold faet, fendem should be nothing meie thon &
oosaing stage for most of ivs followers. Thevre are 2a few Dersons
{Russell, Farsaoci, Baldwin, Rimel, and others of thot stomp) who act-
uelly contract a 1l1life-lonz love for forntasy, mueh in the scme monner
thct other neomnle become golf cddiets or collectore of dnstare stamps.
The usuzl fan, however, beccmes enthusiustic over —-ulp fantasy, Her-
haps sraductes to book fantasy. More often <+thon not, he never hear
of? fandom at 2ll, and as his reading interests moture, he finds him-
aelf covering 211 1lilterature, neiiher seoking out nor evoiding itoms



nf a fartastic ratwe. I he hears of nur 1ittls Pfandcm, he may bte-
come active in it %or a time, but es 8 rule loses interest-in farndem
ebout the time he loses irterest in Jfsniasy. To my mind, this indi-
z2te3 noxmaley. Any growimn sjorson. is bound to -ess in erd out of
sevcral interesis befcre becomins meiu.se, thouh of enurce there &:9 A
lirited few whese maintenance of their interest in actual fantasy can
8carcely ve called arrested develo-ient.

I2, however., this ™usual fan™ ra=dens to be o a nsychologically
unwholesecme ma&keur», he mill not fare so vell in his —assage threurh
fandom. In the first place, his contaets witk fans and his a-earan-
ze8 in fenzines will -robably rive him the first real commanionshin»
ang vhe first rezl chance for self-exsregsion thati his frustirated life
has evar “ermitted him to have. 3Jince com=anionshiv and an o woriuni-
ty fer self-exnression are twe of the “rime needs of any -erson, this
individual ecan scavcely be bdlemed for embracins Tandom with a2 devout
fervor. llor, excent inasmuch as his ceverin~ss cause annoyance &nd
disiress to +the rest of us, can ve do mere t"an ity him —hen hLe
elinzgs frantically to fandom long afier he has losi any real interast
thereine BHis failure to maie &adjustment te the vorld is 8 matter for

psychiatrical treatment rather than acrimornious articles in some fan-
zine.

However, -oeovle liize this, vho clirg to the musXks of 2 hobby that
they have outgrovm, drag this hobby inte disrenute in direct ratio tn
now many of them there may be. TWhile of course in scme cases they
cannot nelp themselves, I feel that they should nlie 2 suwreme erfnrt
to overceme their introversion, and zet out of fandom altogether.

Referring baci: to my second ‘wrazra-h, it will be seen that very
four fars or fanzines would rezlly bve considered such urder my defiri-
tion. This point should be kent in mind as I outlire & fer idesls.
If one is te¢ examine almost a2ny lezding fanzine for its fantasy-veird-
st2 eontent, he will fird very 1little of it. In the szme 2y, & sur-
prizing percentaze of so-called te~ fens make no bones of the faet
that they no longer ccllect or even recd the literzture which thecret-
ically is the basis of their hobhy.

It is my Dersonal belie? that scientifiction is less 1liltely ther
fartasy or weird ficiion to remcin of interest to the individual as Le
metures. Scientifietion, basically snealing, is entaved larzely in
depieting the future world in its scientifio, socioloziczl, and tech-
r.clnzical aspacts. The maturer individual is likely to lese his taste
for & fictioral irsatment of these to-ics, and turn to sericus bools.
In fact, I am not so sure but what 2 failure to moke this 2dvarnce irn
reading standards mizht be termed 2rrested develo ment. Fantasy ord
veird fiction, on the other hcnd, are for more likely to hove an art-
istic treatment, are far less 1lilely to lead one into 3 serious con-
sideration of any to-iec, Such literature is meant -mrimerily ito be on-
joyed by those sersitive enou=h to enjoy it; its collection and reczd-
int i cuite liely to devalon into & life-time menia. (I might in-
terwolate that the scientifiction vhich does remoin of interest, ctherw
than to hile avey a very ocecasionzl idle hour, is of such nature that
1t might zlmost te termed Zantesy; cf. Starreker.)

The idezl fzr, then, *il) collect intensively, *ill read eritic-
ally, and ill ~robabhly try his !en® at some foxm of fentastic self-



expression---letter--rritirg, writing, drawirg, oy Serkans -ublisking.
Dut this defirition must te cualified; the ideal fan will alsc have
rany other culiural interestis, and irn addition will be vrell enough ad-
Justed to the ™orld and to —eo—le thai he is able te live a eom~letely
normal, heterosexual life. Tandom to him *rill be an er.jeyadle habhy,
“rotably one of several erjoyable hobbies. And to him, fandom will
have ag & wimary te&sis nothing mere nor less thar stf-fantasy--reird.

Thexe im orly onse non-7Tantasy-veird-stf intereat zrowving out of
fandom which I consider micht be 1lezitimately taken as =rt of the
field. Amateur -ublishinz, a rell-knovm hobby in its owm right, is a
fagscinatirg share-time aetivity, and generally gneating is vwholly
lacking ir fantastic content. Tanzires are an ertremely lete and in-
significant arrivel in & field which dates back for considerebly over
& century.) The fan or former fan 7ho is bitten vith tke -mblishirg
buz is quite 1likely t¢ 1remain more o:r less in the fan field, aven
though his magazine may hsve abscluvely no relationship to real Jan-
dem, and will -wrobably be limited toc ecireuletion in RAPA, By strict
definition of fandom, PAPA is not & fan organization at sll (which is
Drobably the main reason it hos been the only successful rnatiornal or-
ganization grcewing out of fandom) but is instead one of the best o
the emateur journslism organizations. (Rival groups include NATIORAL
AVLTIUR PRESS AS30CIATION, UNITED AMATEUR PRESS ASSOCIATION, and AMIR-
ICAI! AMATLEUR PRESS ASSOQOIATION.)

Inasmuch as PAPA is not a fan organization in the strict sense c¢f
the word, any tyne of subject maticr is legitimate therein. In non-
AAPL fanzines, the subject matter sheculd be limited +to stf-fantasy-
1eird. Organizatioral gessin, fan ~ersonalitiss, and humor are also
legitimete Por a gereral fanzine; btut they should not be allowed to
talle up more than & small sart of the wmages. PFang irnterested in see-
ing what I aonsider to be &n ideal fznzine micht rlance at 2 file of
THD PANTASY PLXN. Tt contains & large amount of really good Tiction
anié 2oetry, considerable choice humor, & good deel of gossiz, infoim-
ation for collecters, book reviewrs and megezine revier's. The only de-
fects are 1ts lack of 1llustratiors, end the wecccunation vith »ul?
fantasy. Pulp fantasy is as 2 rule the poorest available, ard in con-
secuer.ce should be given much less s~ace than more literate material.
dne of the cnief functiors of ¢ fanzine should be tc feature Tictier
and verss of & non-commercial cast. In the first =-lace, beginning
vriters need a medium in which to ~ublish their better rorl; secorndly,
much of the very test fantasy available today is not written simnly
because it cannct be mublished in <the pulns, yeti has no other outlet.
L fanzine shculd 2lso cecontain as much sollecting infermation as noss-
ible, and as many critical revies z2= can be gotten. A litercte 20-
croach is the only ‘rorthwhile ore.

Insofar 2a fan organizations ei1e concerned, it is my nevsonal be-
lief that the only verihwhile ones are leceal in neture. It is dif7i-
cult to see the object of rational orgenizations of the NPM?®-Cosmic
Circle wvariety; there is ne possible function that they can weriorr
oric whit hetter--if as well--as unorganized fans or local clubs. .
natioral fan organization comes under the headirnz of "wholly e:trs-
riecus interests and furnctions teecked onto fandom™; it merely serves &8
2 mediun for wasting the +time anrd bonsting the egos of its wmartiei-
manits. A local group, on the other hand, has conside—ably more to
resommend it. Its wrimary funetion, I belisve, should be social; the



reetings between ‘ersons o lie  tasies, an? ithe friendshins <thus
brousht sbout are in themselves erou~h <c jvrstify The club's existi-
erice. ‘When in addition the club is able %tc Vrins sbout aucmented »ub-
liskhin~, intensily <he interests c¢f the wemrbers, and lead them into
ccvher Tields of related endeavoir; the local zrou» is of real value.
TZ, on the cther hard, the club derenerates into a vendetia betwcen a
vunch of screechinz iniroveits and nit-wits, it is time tc¢ call & halt
tc the whole stu—id mess.

An ideal local fan club would have a minimum of orzanization, and
e razimum of casual friendshins. It should sonsor ard mairntair 8 lo-
cal clubroom, centrally 2located for +the convenience of its members,
and should Lave an occasional Iormal meetin~ &t which some truly
worichwhile "‘rozram vas resented. Othorwise, its ectivitz should con-
8ist of the unorzanized esctivity of the individual members. The club-
room Sshould be used fcr any activities »f the members; there should be
.o resirictions on any of their actions exce~t insofar as they mich%
be illezal or otherwise 1liikely tc trinz the elud into disremuie. In
other words, there should be drinking, dancing, smoline, dirty jole
Bessions, rosebud-romotion, or anythinz else; resardless of its lacik
of fantastie content —rovided it ia (1) lzet under controel and (2) not
allowed to usurn the wunderlying ~Hurnose of the organization. To my¥
mind, the only sin in the activitiies mentioned in the -receding sent-
ence would be a lacl: of moderation, arnd it seems to me that this same
laclz ¢f moderation would be almost ecually harmful i1if it were applied
uo actual, legitimate fentasy tonies.

The ethical questions arisins  in dealings between one fan and
another could easily be exnanded into a largse book, since these would
be the same ethics that would a)7'1y between any two jeorle. A fow of
the more common ethical ©breaches in fandom mizhv be worth Jetting
dovm: Accesdtance of mcney without either refund or value rondered, 2
favovrite stuni of even tor-rankinz fan -wblishers. Iznorins letters
fron othor fans, a trick that I must confess myself at times zuilty of
vernetrating. Iack of tolerance o7 other fans' viewseints (thoush ob-
viously hypertolerance can be as unethical ag hyvotolerance). Putiing
svatements into the mouths of the o-position, a vpractice,which, re-
Zreitably, is not limited to fan Tfeuds or d4iscussiona. Plazierism.
Breach of hositelity. ---- There are of course many other 1tems that
mizht be named, butv these occur to me at¢ ‘the moment.

s o e o

Zven after a great deal of re-writing and revision, I still have
& horrible feelinz that I have merely been rambling alons, nlayin- tag
viith my tonic of discussion. I ©believe, hawever, that even with its
mnifesat inentness, this article does «ive a rather comnlete —ictuve
of my own ideals. It is quiie mossible that I have sg-ent too much
vime 331itiing heirs over cuestions of definition, but it seens to me
hizhly important that we ep-rozch our hobbies with the »rooer atti-
tude; and the =nrevalent tendency +tc tecl everything and anythinrs onte
fardom sim~ly because of & »reoccunation with a mierocosmes to the ex-
clusion of the macrocosmos is the most gisnificant symptom of fardom's
failure to come of age.



W creamge VRN O SLERP ¢ ..

So much has been n and igggigted about the gardens of that
strange figure in the wor of horticulture, S. Wadlington Slerp, that
we determined that at least part of it should be btrought out in the
open so thal people would know of the ungeen agtivities that go on in
the world about them,

How we obtained the following information rmust be kept a secret,
for the safety of the person disclosing these facts, for if the gource

of our information was known, gteps might be taken.

From the terrace of Professor Slerp's palatial home 1leads a naze
of paths of crushed contusions that gleam with faint glints of mother
of pearl in the sunlight, The paths are bYordered with pale lavender
dropsies nodding their heads in the gentle breeze, The garden walls
are a mass of red rambling rheumatism, mixed with the pale yellow
blossoms ¢of the eczema vine,

To the left is a bed of old fashioned small pox ard creeping in
the foreground is a mixture of purple plythoris and pale white ulsers.
Dovm by the fish pond, the budding chilblains give promise of bursting
into bloom, and the nearby bed of epilepsy catches your attention with
its riotous colors,

The sunken gardens are a mass of rich, red zymotics, and surround-
ing them, a border of double pneumonias. The slim spikes of tubercu-
losis blossoms mingle their fragrance with those of the bright orange
ganglions.

In his carefully guarded greenhouse, there are rows of pots of
imported south sea malaria whose rich yellow blossoms are more than
four inches across, and flats of budding hypogastriums. The most
striking item and the most carefully tended is thc pale gre¢en hydro-
phobia, that was brought with great expense amd secrecy from the
Jungles of darkest Africa.

There is one room that bears only the plant of the stafflicoccus,
with a pale blue blossom., Tk air in this room is in a constant state
of purification, because the hyper-acidity of the air must bec regulat-
€d at all times,

In a walled garden, bchind the greenhouse, are some of his
cearlier attempts at cross-breeding, There are the pink and white
striped diarrhoes, a moving sight, guaranteed to leave you weak in the
knces, The grass is a solid carpet of creeping, moss-like dyspepsia,
with its tiny white star-shaped blossoms.,

It was at this point thst our informant was discovercd, and fled,
struggling over the high wall, and he Lold us that he ncarly lost his
grip and fell, because the slime from the decep red aphrodisiacs he had
crushed in his flight made his shoe soles slippery, The thorns of a
gengrene vine grasped at his clothing and he still found several af the
fluted, bell-shaped blossoms adhcring to his coat after he had made his
€scepe,



DECLAKATION OF PRINCIPLES
Los Angeles Sclence Fantasy Soclety

Foreword: The LASFS {also known as "Shangr1-LA") was establlshed
as a discusslion club for readers of sclence {lction.
With the acquisition of publishling equipment, it added
a creative activity {for members with somethling to
write or draw that they would like to see circulated
In the amateur press of tandom. But thru the years we
have remained primarily a hobby-discussion club, our
functioning ftocused on sclence tiction, fantasy and
the weird tales, illustrations, films, creators there-

ol and tans thereuntoc as thz common denominator of our
() Interests.

This seems the obviously palpablz purpose of an organization
bzaring our name. 11 this document seems a bit on the defensive
side, it Is only to make qulte <clear what same persons in the
past have not under stood when jolnlng.

This 1s not the ordinary soclal! organlzatlon, distingulished
only by the ftact that its mambers have a4 mutual interest. Rug-
cutting, gambling in thz ¢club room, lliquer parties and activities
of this naturec are not regarded as leglitimate privileges of mem=
Bzrshipa. We are not equlpped to be both llbrary-workshep and
dancehall-bar, and the once-attempted combinatlon proved a mls-
take whose repetition this document |Is designed to aveoid. This
s not primarily a partying club. We may have a respectably con=-
ducted party on the occaslon of Halloween, around Thanksgiving,
during the Hollday season, to celebrate a mazmber's birthday, to
wezlcome to town a visiting tan; we have occaslonal beach partles
durlng the summer or plenics in the hills; but such activities
are secondary to our "fanning". 1t you expect to put such pleas-
urzs flrst, here, you are jolining under talse¢ pretenses.

We have, In the past, had consliderablz friction with jolnces
failing to wunderstand or wunwililng to abide by our orlnciples,
and it would be wise for you to consider szriously i1 the soclzty
we have formed is one vou are Intzrzsted In joining and enjoyling
w=not "re-forming".

WE WANT YOU [N QUR CLUR! We want vyou i{ you are sincerely
interested in science tiction, tantasy and/or weird fiction. You
do not have to publish anythlng. You may be a gquiet reading meme
ber, chiefly Interzsted in our library. You may enjoy discuse
sions with persons of an imaglinative type of mind. You need not
contine yourszlf to talking about the tictlon In the magazinzs
alone, nor yz2t the dantastliec materlal of radlo, In books, or on
tha screzn: but are encouraged te conslder the broader aspects--
sclentl4ic resecarch, world progress, cultural subjects, semantics
and artificial languages, rockets, muslc or wherever your "sense
of $antasy™ asserts liseld,

Finallyaaathe judgment of the sclt-perpztuating aroup known
« as the RBoard of Governors supersedes In authority and power the
declisions ot either the Director or the Exzcutlive Committec, and
may be exzrciscd at the discretton of the Board.



The Fritz LANGuage

OR, ON THE SET WITH THE MAN ¥HO MADE “THE GIRL IM THE NCCN® Ql)ﬂ 4{}’

"Can we do it? [Lgi's do it!" Fritz larg wes directing; the dynamiec man whose
reme, as ililly Iey relates in nis new took, "Rockets", was magic in a Germany That
fias, and has long meart ninemagie te me, and no doubt does to you if you romember
"METROFOLIS" or "Siegfried" or even the nonfantastic but emoticnal masterpiece,
“Fur'y“. or “H“.

Anywayl This great day recently, iorojo & I were invited to the
set of "The Woman 3in the Window" (alrost wrote "Woon"--wish it was being remade and
I could have!) Tnis picture was practicmlly completed under the shooting title of
"Onoe Off Guard", when it was decided the endirg was too gruesome and a new conclu-
sion would have to be filmed. Stery starts off with £dw. G. Robinsor (whom we
watched act several soenes) regarding a pairting in a window, when Jocn Bennett,
who posed for it, steps: up, speaks to him end eventually icvelves him in a seories
of murders,

¥r Inang recognized me almost the moment I walked onto Sound Stage 4
and caro over to greet re and neet Morojo. "Just make yourselves at home," ha in-
vited. "I am terribly busy, but maybe you see somesing that interests you."

L]
goon saw 'SOEOSINR' that interested us: Joen Benrett, unforgettable from the in-
sanityarn, "Private Vorldsa", She did a very simple scene--or so it seemed--invel-
ving no more then cautiously opening & door and peering out and withdrawing, but it
was rehearsed 3 or 4 times, several times Mr lang stenping into the doorway ond de-
monstrating row he wanted it done, and shot at least 4 before the director ealled
"Print!" ihereat it was shot all over frem the floor!

"one«shot Lang," rerarked
ono of the technicians; ard, under his breath, "one shot at a time]™ It takes ap-
proximately 30 persens behind the eamera to suprnort the ome in front. Cne of these
"sot-tees", telking to Morojo, informed her "Mr ling is u very expensive direector,
tut he's worth it beoause ho gives you an artistic, finished product,”

I thot I reecognited the assistant diroctor. "Weront U on the sot of 'Curse of
thu Cat People'§™ I askt hin.
"Yes," he answored.

"Wall, U took mp to Simone's
dressingroom to be introdused to her," said I; adding, "for which I &m forever
grateful}"

"I trot you looked feémiliar," he smiled, shaking hands., "“Aro you a
guest of Mr Leng's todeyy™ And then it was ho who outlined the plot of the picture
to ro.

lator in the afternoor Fritz hud a frec moment to chat with Worojo & me.
The firsthing I askt him wes wnot luck on locating the print of "Rocket to the
lloon" that ko wus going to oheek up on whun he wont to New York (as rulated in

Yunug #1).
"The Gestupo got it," ho informed us., "Willy Ley tells about it in his
latost beok,™
"1Rookats!¢" I interjcectcd. "Yes, I've scen it," (The next day, I
bought it,)
Ky next questien (handing a foto of the Metrop robotrix to him):
"ihatever became of this, do U have any ideay 3ho —ade ity How much did it cost?"

"Yas it motaly" Morojo askt.
"Ve made it," lang revlied, "i'0, I have no idea
whatever beceme of it. Or what it co st."
" nos, it's my ambition," I enthused (%
the more I think atout & look at the pie, the more enthusiastic I get about the
idea), "it's my ambition to have that recreated & standirg in my deni"

("Gap & zan
fall in love with metalv” Ackerman's diary read. The entry dated 22 Nay eaid:



"God pity me, I hamel")
"It wvas not metal," he informed; "it was plastic woecd with
aluminum paint,”

"Yaybe Harryhausen--" Morojo suggested. There was an idea. Our
loeal modal astfan; that is, the fan who makes medels.,.of prehistoriec animals, gro-
tasque faces, puppets, most anything. I would pursue the model--I mean, the idea--
at a later date,

Lang was beaming and walked over to Robinson, "Eddie--lock!" he
exclaimed, holding out the foto., "My mechanical Frankenstein|™ Robinson regarded
it with interest, Lsng's script-girl eeme over., "And more interesting because it's
feminine!" she opired. Lang nodded. Hec pointcd to the shoulder-cleat, the pin-
point eyas. lNeat!

lang had to return to directing, and I suddenly found myself
engaged in & conversation with a Miss Naney Lee, his aforementiomud script-girl.

LEE iiaY

I gave hor an abbreviated vocel version of "At lang last", which is featured in
our LASFSicnp- Lora Crozetti's initial ish of Vepus (she pays me a nicklet per plug
& pretty soon I'm going to have her buffaloaed). 1t dovelopod Nency too had seon
"Mutropolis" but hadn't roelized Lang had diroeted it; nlso shs seomed to think it'd
beon 20 or morc years &go when shu was in grammar sohool., 1 essured her it was not
older then 15 yecrs. "It was that pieture where the peaplo wore undorground, wasn't
it«" sho asked.

"Yes, all tho workers lived in a subtorroncan city."

I hed worked up to the poirt in my story whure I wos about to luy eyvus om xy
favoritu dirvector for tho firstims when Miss lee frintieclly motiomsd for & man who
wes welking by cnd introduicod him os Mr Rex Morphorple, I wound up with the im-
prossior his nome wua Milton Krosnor but on cheeking with Morojo she thot his last
name wis Smith! ‘e egroed only on the kilten, Anywuy, hs wus the gentlemen cover-—
ing publicity on the picturoc cnd before I knmew it 1 wes being interviewed...yes, 3
stripes mennt Sorgennt, and I e6ditud the Ft MacArthur "Bullutin"--whnty 1 put out n
magazine of my ownrl...woll, it wesn't so importent as ell thet, 1 explnd ned, just o
little stunciled affair, o mimeod meg, I put it out as u hobby,..itho reeds ity ‘ho:l
The quostiors were tumbling thiok & fast. Mo, 1 didn't happun te hove o copy of it
with m:, I didn't com: heru expecting to b interviewud myself. "riell, it's liko
this," I oxpl ined, “on the nuwsstunds cro futuristic mngozines, Tneir nemes are
Arrzing & Astounding & fiondor & so on." -- "Yos, I know," scid the colummist., --
"Trey hnve storys nbout rockets & robots & thc futurc & so on, & that's whut I'm in-
trcsted in. Then there zre puoplc who want to nov more cbout tha nuthors of the
storys, whet new theyre rit ng, whero thoy onme from, what clse they do, cbout the
artists who drow, &o0. Like o moviu fanmag." Hu begen to got the ruff nmrlogy. It
went on ip thot vein, and it wus quitu a talk,

Then, turning te Morojo, he aceked:
"And are you his wife?"
Mirta Forsto (Myrtle-Forry) laffed at the poor man's obvi-
ous erbarrassment the moment he renlized we were not married; and he quickly changed
the subject to: "Do you write?"
"o, he doss the writing"--Moro jo indicating mo--
"I Just tag along,"
later, when she had wandered awny: "I dich 't get the lady's
name with you," said kiss Lee,
"Mi~o-r-o-j-o," 1 apelled; "U roe, Likc Gerbo & sao,
Just one rpame."
"what is ity" aehe asked.
"frell, did U wwer huar of Esperanto: An
Artificlalengusgct 1t's in that,”
"And how do you proncurce it againt"
"Vo-ro-
yo.li
"Oh., No wonder 1 oouldn't mnke it out: It's such a soft name."



After ¥r Krasper-Smith and Morojo had left nms alons with Mlss Lam, shs som-
mented on "now ertraordinary my story of admiration for Mr lang was," Then she went
on to tell me of a somewhst parmllel esze of a director and an admirer who had ex-
oharged letters over a period of years and whose patha had erossed cocesiorally tut
who had not met for & long, long tims. Then she began to illuminate about her boss,
"What & remarkahle man Mr lacg ias! He bhas sueh energy and vigor! Consaquently he
iy impatient with peopie.”

Neithsr lcrolo mor I coud see thot ke seerd impatient—
in fact, it aeems to mm I shoud very much like to be directed by him, if acting hap-
peneé to appeal to me—but at the erd of thedey ke apologized to ur for lasing bean
"almpost hysterlcal". FHe was trying to shoot about 2 days work im oms. .ax! I ren
gay is, if hysterical people coud hold their hysteria es calmly as Lang, Lysteria as
we know 1t would beocme past historyl

When he got another brask he oame back to his
table to talk with Moroje & me again. I showed him Voraidena Portfolio #3, {Tha
oover montage includes a atill from "Metropelis®,) He asked abtout Alva Rogers, I
also had ths Vom bacover by the Wac (liacover®) & when he spied it he remarked it re-
minded him of Wellaco Smith's work. I of oourse at moe Putbled over about "Fan-
tazius Mallare®,

"Did Ben Hecht write ityY-_a faptasyf" Iang seemsd surprised. &e
fad the soript-girl note the title and inatrusted her to obtain it for him. later
she asked me if I had any idea where she might get it., I mentioned Ron Clyne as
having bought (for §15) the only copy I'd ever heard of. She took his addrees.
Forty-eight hours later an exoited, puzzled Ronnie was on the fone, informing me
lang'sa Seo'y had called Lim and invited him to the set., later I learned that when
ne went he took 3 noples of the Smithfolio with him, wnich were smapped up, arnd sare
original artwork, un the strength of which Lang volunteered to write a letter intro-
duoing him to Cempbelll

Iater in the afternosn Raymond Massey, whose chalr Morojo had besn oecupying,
came onto the get. We moved sloser, ocast ocovert glances et him, Finally, walking
over to him: "I have seen U about 20 times in 'Things ta Come?," I said. "To me U
will always be The Great John Cadal,"

He laughea.

. That was some film," I contin-
usd.

"It could have heen hetter, And ‘the poor boy, I hear he's quite 111 npw."

I showed him the "Mald by Ack-Ack™ oever, with the oomposite of "Metropolis®
and my Nycon costume. "This was me," I =aid, "in 139, at a futuristic party in Kew
York, wearing a costume patternd after ynur own,"

"And very well done, Darling,
lock at this.” He called to his wife., She cama, oarrying a baok in one hand,
"Ghost House", as I recall, -

"Ia that all ghostorye(" I askt, sensing an anthology.
But. she expleined only the initisl story, & short, was. This was a posthumous col-
leotion of some woman whose name I was sipposed to know, I gmwess, wha had volyntar-
ily ended her 1life by walking down to the river and pulling the water over her head,

dhich bringas this Shangri-Lang article tn a
WATERY EMD,

DIRTY WORK

Membere read the handwriting en the wall, at the last meating of the LASFS,
when they found a stern deocree tacked up, putting them on KP. Ultimatum issueé Wy
"Colonel Simone Simon Legree" (suspected of being none other than the new Dire ctor,
Sgt Aok-Ack ) places Crozettil, Chambers, Daugherty, Daniela, laney, -Burbee, Morojo,
Russell, Brown and Kepner all in "1-A", mnbjeot tc e rotational plan of 7 days res-
ponaibility approximetely once eveary 3 mnnthe for keaping the club rnom neat & clean.
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