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The Sphere, vol. L8 #1, {s published for the PTth Mailing of the Secuthern Fandom Press
Alliance by Don Markstein, 2533 Gen. Pershing St., New Orleans, La. T0115. Demented
Turkish Dwarf Press publication #338. U4/13/77. Printed in Occupied CSA.

It's interesting, if not particularly flattering, to see myself compared to a used
prophylactic twice in the same mailing. And "scumbag" is such an unusual insult, too,
to eppear in the same context in-two "independent" zines whose editors {nsisf that
their hatreds of me are quite individual affairs, unaffected by any other opinion, and,
in fact, each of them was hating me before the other. This merely stands as a rather
blatant demonstration of something I've been saying for years--that the group they both
belong to, once vibrant and outward-looking, is now extremely inbred and getting worse
all the time...and doesn't even give much evidence of having found any new topics of
conversation since I left it. Which is no skin off of my nose, of course, since I
moved on to greener pastures as soon as I realized this.

But I wonder if the same might be said of SFPA. As Dave Hulan points out, there hasn't
been & whole lot of membership turnover since he Jjoined, going on four years ago. We
have people joining and dropping out all the time, but that's on the periphery. The
core of SFPA, which comprises about 80% of the roster, Just hangs on and on and on.

It's kind of hard for me to talk about this, being Part Of The Problem myself, but as
one or two of you might have noticed if you've stopped shouting long enough, I've been
doing some heavy thinking lately about me and SFPA and fandoem and life in generel, and
tho conclusions thus far elude me, I do find myself moving in certaln directions. One
of them is taking me away from SFPA, apparently, se look for less from me henceforth.

Two zines in the last mailing hit me right in the gut--those of Stven Carlberg and
George Inzer. Maybe Stveh, George and I tend to teinforce one another's head trips
since we're always talking with one another on the phone, but it does seem like we're
going through fairly anaiogous traumas right now. In faet...well, here's a parable.

Once there was a man who...

Neh, that's ridiculous. I'll tell it straight. I've made up my mind about a couple of
things. First off, I'm tired of having to go to somieone else whenever I need a cartooh
drawn, so I'm going to learn to draw., I may not be the most talented artist in the
world, but I am a huan being withall of the latent capabilities accruing theteto. I
am not limited by whdt I've ddne before; in fact, my potentialities are endless, just
like everyotie else's, and there's no reason I cah't learn something just because I've
spent 30 years not knowing it.

But more importent, I'm going to learn to sing. Maybe I'll never sing with the Metro-
politen (or any other insurance company, for that matter), but there's no reason I
can't at least learn to carry a tune.

Stven came by Easter weekend. He carried with him the 76th Mailing, uncollated: (I
wound up mailing it myself, nearly two weeks after the deadline), and a whole shitload
of insecurities, uncertainties, mindfucks of all shape and description. We didn't get
very deep into each other's psyches, but we talked around a lot of stuff. I mentioned
the two decisions above, kind of proud of myself for having come to them. At the
second, he laughed. I shut up. 'L'
-~
A few days later, just before he left, I asked him why he'd leughed. He said it was
because he's known me all these years, and I've never been able to cerry a tune. I
Love to sing, and apologizing beforehand for grating on everybody\s edrs has become &
regular schtick with me. Everyone expects it. It's one of my tradgmﬁrks

N
Well, I'm tired of living up to an image. It's about %¥ime I star{ed Iiving up to my
own hopes and expectetions. Learning to carry a tune may seem like a little thing to
everyone else--especially those who never had to learn-~but to me, it's a kind of
declaration of independence from the accumulated shit of three decades.



A couple of deys after Stven left, George phoned. We started talking about pretty much
the same thing, and I told him about the incident, including particularly the bit about

being tired of living for ean image and wanting to live for myself.

.. Then, Just after hanging up, I read George's zine.

Jesus Christ, he was saying the same thing I was! )
Living up to an image! You know, I very nearly skipped this meiling. More than likely
I will skip one sometime in the future, if I keep feeling the way I do now about SFPA.
You see, I've entertained thoughts of dropping out--just like Stven and George--because
I'm just 44ick fo death Qf fighting the same fights over and over and over.: I want to

Ac&eeeeeeeam 1t' 1 ngver mind if I get started on this I'11 never say anything else.

Lolidw
But it's the part about living up to an image that “bothers me, and I'm not talking
about the image of thé Eternal Vendettas and Turning On Friends because that's just the
image I have with e small bunch of PeOPle yho haven't actually sat down and talked with
me in years, if ever. No, it's the imege of the Dedicated Apan, the Staunch and Depen-~
dable Faned that I'm talking about, that I may want to chuck.

I think about dropping out of SFPA, right? You know what keeps me in? Oh,. sure, I
think about Lon and Ned and Gery and Alan and all of the good people and good times and
how I wouldn't want to give all that up just for a few rotten apples, but that's not
all I think about.

I think about forty-seven consecutive mailings. U8, now. I mean, gee, The Sphere
hasn't missed a SFPA mailing since it started, in November, 1968. I have the 9th-
longest current string of apa mailings hit in the entire world--the enfire wonld, I
mean, like, you can go to Nome and Oshkosh and Odessa and Moose Jaw and anywhere in
the world you like, and you'll only find eight people who have been hitting every
single mailing of an ape without fail longer than I've been hitting SFPA mailings. I
can't let a string 1iké that fall by the wayside, can I?

Like hell I can't! I am & free_man; I can do anything I like.

I keep telling myself.

Someday soon, I think I'm going to have to prove to myself that, that's not what's
keeping me in SFPA. Maybe I1'll Just go to #50; that's a nice round number. After that,
I don't know. It may be that this thing is just too heavy for me to carry around with
me. I've got a lot of stuff like that, and I think someday I may chuck it. all.

= 31 2b ¢Fiv fnoe By
Someday. - ) PJT it ?,,, [r 2t

Meanwhile, Howdy do, SFPA. I'm a different men from vhat I was two months ago, but

that's nothing new or unique with me. It's just that I'm teking the trouble to say

80 right now, not that I was the samé two months ago as four, or that any of you are

the same. It's just--well, maybe I'm Just now reaching out to grab a plateau.

Or meybe part of the problem is-thqtfgvggything {4 the same. Maybe that {4 the problem.
More and more, I find myself ‘gled Stven went end increased the membership. We could use
some new blood, new topics, new directions. We could also stand to get rid of some old.

While he was here, Stven expressed the opinion that what SFPA needs right now more than
anything else in the world is a massive shakeup. If about five or six Core members
dropped out, he opines, the shock would snap us out of the rut we're in and get us
going somewhere else. I'm not sure I agree, but it's an interesting thought.

Who wants to be first?

I suppose you think we're not in a rut. Well, chew on this for avhile. Do you realize



Charles Korbas has been gone for a whole year?: When was the last time anyone said
anything new about him? When was the last time anyone said anything about him that ‘was
of even the slightest interest, even to himself? We've got durselves.a-nice new supply
of in-jokes about him, and maybe someday they'll: get to be funny But right now, many:
we are really in a rut.

¢ =ia 4T
To:

Got a proposal for you. This is just scmething we can think sBbout, maybe chew around
and modify, and I hope something comes. of it‘ i i o

- T -
In CAPA-alpha a few years &go, & proposal wes mede that members be allowed to take
sabbaticals, just to rest up and not have to preduce anything for the apa for a little
while. I don't remember all the details, but the idea did suddenly pop into my head,
possibly pnt there by a few conversations at Stven&Don'sCon and triggered by Stven's
visit drd the few snippets of the malling T read whlle he was here, that a variation on
that might not do SFPA any harm, . 4

5

\

George put his finger on it when\he said (yes, I know he was quoting me and Beth, but ..
he's still the one who printed it) that he'd like to drop out for a little while, but
the waitlist, unfortunately, makes it impossible to drop for a ££t¢£e vhile. And I
doubt he's the only one- who could stand to get away from the tensions and irritations
that have been building in SFPA,; especially among the Core members, for all the years
ve've been continuously sharing one another's company. R ¥

Maybe it wouldn't hurt any of us to drop out for six months or a year, and then ‘come -
back fresh,-a little better able to deal with things.

Unfortunately, there 45 that waitlist. e o

So 1 propose--let soméohe" else draw it up in legal language, if that's necessary (the
new OE could probably think of a way to do it by fiat within the Constitution as it now
stands-—-and if he can't, I could suggest a half dozen ways)--that we allow long-standing
members, say those who have held continuing membership for at least, ch, four years, to
declare themselves on a leave of absence. They would have no activity Yequirements, no
spot on the roster, and no mailings. The only difference between that and dropping out
completely would be that when they declare the leave of absence over, they go to the

top of the waitlist and get the next 1nv1tation in. e f

‘ol r(p . -
- ik +

I suppose I can,be‘accused=of elitism. In fact I was--Kevin Smith,and JoAnn Montalbano
were over when I mentioned the idea to Stven and "elitism" is exactly the word Kevin
used. But the aseniority is necessary because we don't want' someone getting to the top
of the waitlist, joining, then dropping right back out -beéause he knows he 'can get in
ag&in any time he likes. This is Just for people who have been arouiid for awhile, are
"dedicated,'" if you don*t mind. too heavy a word, to SFPA, but want to get away from it
for awhile. We a2ll have to get away from people, .but that doesn't mean we don't love
them. D et ' g

We discussed the matter. One variation Stven propésed'is'to allow anyone who has held
continuous membership that long to come in at the top-of the wl if he wants to rejoin,
whether or not he toock the leave of absence per gse. Another--this one will get 5
shouted down, but it's at least worth kicking around--is that SFPA might take a leave
of absence, That is, pass a self-destructing Constitutional amendment that there will
be no mailinge during the next year. After someth1ng like thet, we may all find. that
the stuff we've been carrying on sbout for so long Just isn't worth telking about. And
maybe we'd find that the group means something di fferent to us-than we thought.

Whatever. o q

S O going to.be kind of low key for awhile. No more Coffin Scores, no more one-sheeters

to grotch those whé'tomment on every zine in every mailing (I.meen, why bother?), and to
detach myself somewhat from the personalities, my mailing comments will be free-form,
without headings. Good luck figuring out when I'm talking to you.



Andruschek appeals to "common sense' to counteract the five (count 'em) liberteriens in
his apa. All this says to me is that he's found himself up against a brick wall- ra-
tionally, and is therefore using & set of meaningless magic words to invoke a nonexis—-
tent god.: Most of what is called "common sense" is in reelity the programming done on
the human brain in its earliest formative stages, usually by statists who.don't know
any better. If you examing the "common sense’ that tells you governments are necessary
very closely, with an open mind (extremely rare, especially in this.comtext), you'll
usually follow.a path of reasoning that takes you right back where you started. For-
example, 'common sense" tells us that if there were no government, gangs would arise to
teke away ouriproperty, commit violent acts endangering our lives, and force us to do
things ageinst our own interests and-desires. In short, we'd be in danger of having a
government imposed on us. When beset-by & dragon, your best det is to slay it--not call
in a bigger dragon to drive it awey. Free your own mind, Andy, and then maybe you'll
find that the libertarians you despise as having no common sense bave in reality dis< :
carded it vcolunterily in fayor of clear thinking. (Not that I'm trying to coerce you -
into coming around to my way of thinking, of course-—Just asking you to examine your
postulates, don’t Just label them "common sense.

4 Basically, in my opinion, the idea of
having =a meal function at something like HalfaCon is a little silly. The. New Orelans
one was an exception, biit- only because faanish imagination was used in it. . The require-
ments of :economics were.such that there hed to be a banquet of some sort, and it was -
reelly am effort to come up with one that fit HelfaCon. But a banquet Just for the
sake of having a banquet seems like too big & deal for a small} party con. - I guess they
all get bigger as time goes on, and add more of the trappings of a con...all except -
Stven&Don'sCon, of course, which will be an anarchy no matter how many times we put it
on (and which, since it won't attract the kind of nurds who come just to gaze at the
panelistsy will probably never get too big to be & well run one).

reuid | yifs;The LASFS minutes were

fun for-awhile. Now they're boring. I suppose they'll comtinue to clutter up SFPA
meilings' for a long time, but I guess I can't complain £00 loudly or someone might
bring up & schtick or two of my own that I carried on long after it was fun (like
Coffin Scores). It could be worse--in fact, it is; Ignite still pops up occasion&lly,
even tho most people stopped laughing four or Pive years ago.

I'll be interested to see
the responses to mike weber's thing on the "death" of rock music. I'm not, uh, hep
enough (pardon me, dude, the word is "hip") to comment myself, but since I've got the
stuff in my own home now, I'm listening with an open mind. Time will tell if this -
actuelly leads me anywhere, of course, but meanwhile, I'm interested.

I outgrew AM Top
40O music a good while before The Beatles came along, and somehow never progressed to
more sophisticated forms of the stuff, as most of my contemporaries have done. I dén't
know if that cen be corrected or not, or whether I want to, but what the hell, like I
say, it's right here in the house with me, so I might as well come to an understhnding
with it.

The Eternal Spectre of the treasury George Inzer is supposed to have helped me
steal (vice versa in some versions) appears to have manifest itself again, this time in
a zine done by the same Public Spirited Citizen who originally made up the story. Since
he's back in SFPA now, I guess it's worth noting that the charges were originally made
the same month as the 1974 DeepSouthCon, and that said Public Spirited Citizen handled
the money for that con, and that a fairly large number of people seem to think there
may have been some financial irregulerities connected with that con. Just a thought...
one that I plan to express every time that subject happens to come up from now on. One
of the many things around here that I'm sick and tired of is living in infamy for a $30
theft that I didn't even commit, because Celko needed a red herring ecross the trail of
his three grand.

The State of Utah didn't "murder" Gary Gilmore, Ned. It eassisted in
his suicide.
For the benefit of future indexers, in the unlikely event that there should
ever be any, I present & list of credits to all zines issuing from Stven&Don'sCon (and

we got them aff in the mailing, I'm almost positive), compiled by Mitch Thornhill with
scme gaps filled in by me. The rest of you will just have to suffer through it.




1. Program Booklet. Cover by AlanrHutchiﬁéon'and Freff. .Seven interior pages by
Don; five by Stven. 2. -DQ vol. 1 #1,7all by Stven.;, 3, D vol. 1l #1;:logo by Alan,
text by Don.' DQ vol. 1 #2, logo by Freff,:text by Stven. gg_vol 1 #25110go by
Delmonte, text by Don. DQ 1lst in unnumbered 'series, logo by P. L Craig, text by Tom
Longo. Earspllttenloudenboomer by Delmonte, JoAnn Monxalbano Kevin Smith, Mitch
Thornhill, Lillian. Q vol..l #54,639, by'Rick Nerwood. DQ vol 1'#2:5, by Delmonte
& Don. 10 Yet Another DQn”by Delmonte,’ Thornhill; VS ) vOIJi 17#3, logo 5
Kenneth Smith, text Stven, letters from Teri Mike Walls, Don, Harry Werner") (Mitch
Thornhill) Lester Boutillier, "King Kong"- (Stven)% Qg:vol 1 #3, Delmonte, Don. . DI
second in an unnumbered series, Craig & Tongo. The last Q, Delmonte JoAnn. The 6
Q, Delmonte Boutillier, Walls, Larry Epke. '16; The Annish Quack, Delmonte, JoAnn,
Thornhill Gueldner, Shiela Strickland. XT7. 'Quack vol. ) no. nothing, Nerwood. 8. O
The Lemb of God, Craig, Longo, Norwood ?. The Illustrated Quack, Delmonte, Markstein,'
Epke, Thornhill, Craig, Hutchinson, Caruthers, Longo, Walls, and undoubtedly others -
whose signatures I can't decipher on this copy. guack.gero, Norwood (printed by .
smearing ink on a whiskey bottle so as to get around the rule that all Quacks, printed
on my machine (Tom Longo made the same rule for his) had to go through SFPA--less then
a half dozen copies were printed; the ones in SFPA are counterfeit). 21. The Non-
exigtent %gack Norwood, Delmonte (this is that-blank page you found in the—mailing)
The 666 Quack, Norwood. Burnt Quackerings, -Longo. The Exotic Quack; Craig, .
Norwood. 2L, The Annotated Quack, Delmonte, Norwood (%), Smith. Up, Your Quack,
Delmonte. The Quick Quack, Delmonte, Janet Thornhill. The Very Lagt True Blue Daily
ck, Delmonte, Thornhill. * - Also Shiela Strickland, “"Mike Glicksohn (Thornhill);
"Don Markstein" (Stven), "Kong", Dean Sweatman, Freff, "Richard Nixon" (Mike Walls),
Stven. Tho I numbered them sporadically (and sometimes incorrectly), that's s total
of 28, which isn't bad for a 6lL-member conventioh. I wonder what we're going to do .
for an encore.

‘" 'Incidentally, there's a cute story in there, that you really ought to
, read, if yo& cdn work up the energy to wade through the stuff around it.

"~ . The news about
Caz gafiating and selling off his collection comes from John Guidry, who, alas, is
less than 100%:reliesble but Bounds like he knows what he's talking about this time.
I'd check with Caz himself if I were interested in anything ifi particular. -And in
responee to'a query (Spenier's, I think) I know of only one Caz, and that's Camille
Cazedessus Jr. He wound up in Louisiana by the simple expedient of going home. He's
originally from Baton Rouge, which I'm told his family owns half of.

What science
fiction story used Dutch Schultz's last words as part of the plott  Illuminatus, of
course. Everyone“knows that. In fact, everyone,deep in his heart knows euenytthq
in Illuminatus. : : L
' Tt kind of croggles me that anyone would went to use’ the title ana e
numbering of my Testing All Systema vhen there are 40 many fanzine titles in the
world that people haven't thought of yet. But if anyone does want to, he's welcome,_
I guess.

It appears I won't be going to the WorldCon after gll, even if it is the flrst
one in the South in 26 years, end even if it is convenient from the DSC; and even if
I would like togo to Gary Brown's party. I meen, some things Just: look like. too mnch
of a hassle to mess with. I'm trying to talk Jim Mule intp abandoning his 1979 bid in
favor of a 1977 one. At this point, a good PR campaign could probadbly convince
everyone that the site had been changed again, this time to New Orleéans. And even if
it failed, there's a chance it might at least upset Don Lundry to the point where
he'll answer his mail.

Jack Kirby is an excellent storyteller and a pretty damn good
continuity artist, but his faults are rather rife, and he seems to insist on display-
ing them. If I were to do a complete overview of his current work, it would have to
include my utter fatigue with Nazis in Captain America and my extreme weariness with
his habit of piling device upon device and character upon character without any
apparent intention of ever doing anything at-all iwth them, as exemplified by The
Eternals. But the subject of 2001: A Space - Odyssey has been broached, so I shall
mention only his absolute innumeracy (the stientific equivelent, for anyone but the
oldtimers who comprise about 80% of the readers of this zine, of illiteracy) and his



abysmal 1gnorence~of science fiction. This seems to faze him not at alY, as he con-

_tinues to second-guess--of alf people--Arthur C. Clarke, in a field in which he isn't

worthy to change Clarke's typewriter ribbon. I'm getting sort of a kick out of his

2001—the latest issue, where he introduces & superhe¥o) thus getting it into e groove

“'thet he's qualified to run {n, is actually pretty good--but I wish Mervel had given
f'the 2001 ussignment to someone else, who unders%ands s, and that Kirdby had ealled his

"amplification” of it, or whatever he says he's'doing, by a‘different title. (I do
reluct&ntly adm;t however, that 1t 8 the best of Mervel's movie "uaaptetioﬁs --which
says & 2ot abeut the rest.) ' : i

ERER LR The idea of someone ‘doing something’ as off the vall as

apa devoted to indexes rather croggles me. I'd like to see =a m&iling or ‘two of 1t,

““Just to see what one looked like. Could I get one if f reprinted the index fo

Hoapaur for it? _ e
- I'm very sorry to hear’ thet nd mere physical demonstration can do
justice to Chuck Spenier's sin. I wanted to 4¢2 him face south and drawl the name of
Jefferson Davis a hundred times over, paing his back blue, read Gone with the Wind one
time fast, stuff his mouth full of peanuts, volunteer to change George Wallace s
underwear, and dunk his head in the Swanee Riber. Ad

EESCR By ‘the’ Wway, ‘in"¢agde enyonée is

‘curious, I'm not commenting on the mailing in order,’ or even in anything resembling

a coherent style {(you noticed!). To remove the immediacy of seeing a thing that
demands response, and to give me a chance to think over whether or not a comment is
&£a££y necessary, I'm not commenting on the mailing as I go through it, really. On
the first reading—I'm also not going through it a2 second time, looking for comment
hooks—I'm keeping a notepad handy. On it I'm Jotting down words, phrases, sentences
or paragraphs that 'T think mlght bte interesting to write about, usually suggested by
things T read. I'm toseing the pages into an envelope (loose) and then pulling them
out one by one. " If a note makes me feel like writing something onto the stencil, I
write it. If not, I thorw it<away I guess that makes about as much sense s doing
it any other way.

The Greater Fool Theory, which hes been gome into before, has existed
gsince about three or four minutes after the beginning of time, but not under that name
and seldom in so precise a formulation. It's called "Merkstein's Greater Fool Theory"
by the person who so nemed and formulated it, but I have never claimed to be that
person, nor do I claim to have had it named after me. Read your mailings & little
more carefully, Meade. P R e Y

_ I noticed flipping through the 5&DC Program Booklet that I used
the word "origamic." Gotta hand it to myself, that's a pretty good word. A Latin
ending'edded to e_Japanese root to make an English word. 0nly in America! *

In're;ponse
to a query, yes, I do ‘know of a place in New Orleans that has & Rex-Rotary D-270 (mine

is = 280) thet hasn't been used in a number of years and is just sitting undet its

dust cover, appdrently ‘in excellent condition. Several years ago, they said it wes
for sale, for something in the neighborhood of $35, and tho that conversation is
probably forgotten, I'm sure negotiations of that sort could be reopened. Personally,

I wouldn't take & Rex if anything else were available. The company no longer exists

28 & dist1nct entity, and I suspect it's about to phase itself out of existence en-
tirely. Since a Réx requires rather specific supplies {a certain type of- sténcil, &

" centain packege for the ink...) I wouldn't bet on their beirg usable at ell five or

80 years from now. My Rex has deteriorated to the point vhere even & hand-cranked

' Gestetner (the Rex is electrie) is less troudle, so I Jjust let it run out of ink and

‘switched The Gestetner is cheaper po operate anyway. 35

AT

I notice Meade Frieérscn says
"Hope that' this is the emd of the title games", while elsewhere in the muiling, the

“Quacks Just” queck along. Pretty good Juxtaposition y f

I recall exactly ohe story where
the words Mary Jane used to grow were given. They were identicdal to the ones she
used to shrink; which everybody and his brother correctly gave last mailing or the
one before, except that the last line, ‘instead of "Make me just as small as Sniffles,”
were '"Make ‘me fifty times as big as Sniffles.” ' It doesn't scan, of course, but what
do you want in a funnybook, Walt Kelly? ~~ -+ .0 JJes - 5
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I see anpther star hap been added to~the £1rmament of the neverending teud r Dawe Locke
wants nothing but peace and harmony ‘and good fellowship. .. Just as 400n as he explafns
one more fime what e shit I am. G¢ #&Mead, Locke, You cen have the Last Word. . Yeu CAn
have the Last Word as many times ae you’likeeV'Then you can- go to hell. .
= e Yl tand edd w30 det | gsvewes  +:ARd speaking of

Deves,, I .s¢e Dave Hulen is telling us the same stuff about Dean Grennell as Loeke. but
at greater length and more damagingly.' Ic:guess I could give quotes from the younger
FAPAns on the subject of the outburst that origimelly sget off.this, discussion .here,
but hell, I quit Stobeler to get dday~from:-this shit, a:fact which seems not to’ have
penetrated either of their skulls. If they're just going to follow me with, ii until
the end of my. days, what~ the “hell;” I'11" just’dredge.up all those inky stencils (I only
throw the things away onte every thréee or fbour years) and run alL of.my Stobzines
through SFPA, so everyone will' have more of-the: story than: just. uhat Ihey want to . .
reprint. Then we can feud and feud ahd feud mbout: the same atuff forever and, ever and
ever, and we'll be 40 happy. TEE anumME oAd f Rmen i

T must )’ however thank him for his brilliant analysis of
the entire affair in 25 words or less, and hig ‘emcoureging ‘note that at the rate I'm
going, nohody on the West Coast will be-on-spemking terms with me. By ithis, of
course, he means his friends, since T doubt very much he's -even heard the names of
most of today 8 active West Coast fans, 'with ‘whom T get along just fine, thank you.
Frankly, Da.vea I can't figure out why I'd want to.get along.with most.ot your friends.
From-sll. I can see, they don't call 'em petards fon nothing.

-2 *5uia oy rBefore geﬁting off of
this subJect once and for all (and'I"mean” for: aﬂi—-if they .want to continue.the dis~
cussion, they ! re simply going to have to 46’ so without-me), let me request that
Messrs. Locke, Hulan, Boutillier and anyohe else of their’ commorn ilk who wishes to
fantasize that 1 picked a fight with Grennell go back and reread Alan Hutchinson's f
first gine Igr Stobcler, paying particular attention to the parsgraph of mine Alan
printed Then read Grennell's first comment to me: »-If this causes you. to change .
your. way of thinking about the subject, don't tell me:about it., because I'm already
bored, to tears by this entire line of discussion et S : .

=

<

Somebody asked for clarification of the dual member rule using Beth's status on the
waitlist as e peg. of course, she doesn't have to languish there if she doesn't want
to--she could have gotten in as &n instant member on the hgsis of either her present
or her _former address, but she’ g"of the opinion-that thet would .constitute being
..someone's shadow. I have to admit, I don't have much evidence to the contrary to
offer, especially. in the face of ofte prominent member already having referred to her
ag.guch. .She isn't ahybody's Beth but her own, and sround 1982.of whenever she gets
in, she!ll. have her own spot ofi*the roster to show to anyone who Bays otherwise. I
hope my association with her and hérs with me continues to that point and beyond,
but- whether it does or not, anybody who makes the mistake of considering her an _;
extension of me or anybody else is in for ‘some very frequent  shocks.
5 e “pge o0+ With Larry Epke's
help, I'm learning the names of the ‘various members of Monty Bython. He pointed them
out when we saw And Wouw for Scmething Completely Different.last week. Let's see--John
Cleese was Sir Lguncelot in Momty Python and the Holy Grail, Eric Idle was Sir Robin,
Graham Chapman “found his fork dirty, Michael Palin wanted to be a lumberjack, Terry
Jenes hit mice with a mallet,. .and in response to Alan’s question about Terry Gilliam's
fourth role. in. MP&tHG wasn't he the old man asking riddles at the bridge?

. With the
present turmpil in the OEship, perhaps discussion on‘the- propesed Best of SFPA isn't
exactly. timelg——the natural thing is to let the OE be at least a moderator in the
discussion, if not set the rules down himself. “But 'what the hell, that just means

-ittll de, awhile 1onger before we' actually do anything about it. : The separate. volume
-idea seema,go be catching ‘on."" 1 favor' 15-meiling volupes, as I' ve said, but. won't kick
if {t's done some other way--mainly, thoy I’ 1ike the idea of doing mailings 16-36
myself. If Bob Jennings' ides of 10-mailing yolumee -i8 adopted, I'd like mine to be

#s 21-30, which contains most of the materiel I'd want to use anyway. Whatever, ir
fanac is sublimated sex, I1'll be Just about ready for a massive project right about
when the new OE is settling in, which will work out fine.



As you aan ser {'m vidue'd ane apraln te using this batt: r«d old ral ¢ of an IEM
Txrcutive for my st-ncil cuttine activiti-s, Nothing wrong with the S«lectric this time-

--in fact, B~th a»’nar-ntly finds it nuﬂ:e satxsfactory and r~fuse$ to relinouish it ey 2,
without a strucgl:-., And simc: she haanens to be the ob;ect of all my love and devotion,
I didn't strugcle, k P,

Let me dis 3ell rumors, conf:rm va;zue sussicions and do a little
Tooftos shoutiny on th- side. " Yes, Beth and Iare livmp together, If this catehés you
~ by surorise, think how I feel. I'm also a'bit suro‘nsed that 1 could get this far-imto i/
the zine without carrying on 1nterm\nably about thé one subjéct uopermost in thy mind)
The mo e took nlace in time to g t a'COA zine iito’ the 13st malhng {the previcus’ GOA;
to the same block of St. Charles Avenue I uséd to five in/ was already outdated), but-
som-how we never got around to it.
S so heve I am, doing something I'haven't done ia-
seven years and thouyht I'd never doa gain, wxllmgty Iwmg in"the Same house with
another human being, and amazmgly enough I'm ecstahcally hamﬁy w1th the arrange-
ment, . 10 Sios e -
tertl 15 Pl ik i !

Futit AEAETT L frfee
No, to whoever made the remat;k ’I‘he F‘lash ‘has neVer had much bf a nersonality,
but I don't see how that mdxcates lack of charactenzahon 7That is his characteriza-
tion. No flamboyant 5ersonahtg nmrks, no overwﬁelmmg Problemis, no little idiosyn-
cracies... Barry Allen is married, has a little hous-° in fhe subﬁrbs, nlays bridge in
the evenings, had a crewcut in the 5 's but gets his hai’s styled now.. just a typical
nice guy, the kind you can find mtl_hons of scattered all over the North American
continent, He really has only one unusuéi activity, and wouldn't'even do that if it
weren't for that silly accident that could have hannened to anybody, giving him super
speed. =% :
Hmm, carrying this thought a little further, I subposé super powers like his
would tend to make a blah kind of guy like him want to use them to carry out Walter.'
Mitty type daydreams. So here's this guy making news evety day, an interstellar
traveler, member of the legendary Justice League of Amertica, going home to his cute
little wife, having pot roast for supper, his" neighbors never suspecting a thing as they
watch him take out the garbage. He probably goes through life thh a constant srmrk
on his face, chuckling to himself, "Hehehe... little do they know...

I've noticed that
the only neonle who brag about their INs are those below 137 or above 170--the latter
because they're the best and know it, and the formr because they're not smart enough
to know any better, . e

I'm ;zettmp very tired of hearing how one SF®An bounced a checkron
the DeepSouthCon committee a counle of years-ago. 'In the first place, bouncing a irsri
check, while nat an activity to be encouraged, is really not so big a thing.that kre: + ~
deserves to have.the story of it haunt him for the rest of his life. a%d in théseccnd,
th,e,-”victim” is pretty close to the same groun that has been spréading lies about the- -
_SFPA treasury, .and frankly, even if it mattered a whit td me, 'I'd'heed a:lot more than
their unsuoported word be,for,e I'd even believe it. T ¥ e 3ge o ST e e%

' I suonose it'y’ possible/that Tklds as !
rule don't dlstmgutsh between Barks duck stories and off-brand onés, butil don't think-
that's likely--I certam],y knew whxch ones 1 liked, and I doa'¢'thick I was atyp1cale(th¢
I'll admit that nerhans COntmumq ‘to’ Tike' fHetn into adulthosd i less ‘than a universal
trait)., And somebody- -nerhang Mark T4 vadler--told me seveéraldyedrs ago that Ba.rks ‘
renvints do sell better than the. ot'hers I suspect the reason they're renrinting non-
Ba-ks stuff now is b- causn (he quy c'hooung thie 'stories doesn't Know'! ‘any better, ' He's:
nrobakly comnletely at 2 loss to vaﬂalh why cix‘&ulahon én'sonhe 'fssues soars ‘while on

a3 0 J ¥ ¥ e o] .
othe>s it Qlummets, i ) ! I"neL0b dsdi ", s cafng S
oo & Jon 2" ad .h.x,fh. 3¢k i sl SO if] T ©otrig o
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i e Vimws @7 ot i
! don't car~ what anybody saysd, 1 eajoyed the Sunerman /Smder* Man cros..over They
didn't t~y to do anything snectaculaz with thprstqry, but then, what do yQu waant. flashmg
lights” It was a standard story, :butwell done, filling its 2 oag;’s (prooabl,y the, longest
non -continued story in Ame rican comics history) without seeming either padded or. S
c-amme<d, tombining th~best of the Marvel and DC styles. That's all that was really
»eruired-~the subjec¢t matter supplied gnough myrotechaics, - And there were lozds of
little touches that I thousht were veally. nice, like J. Jonah: Jamesoa running into Morgan )
¥dpe.in a bar and both of them comnlaining about their, employegs just as 1f,the,y ve known
rach.other for'years, which, annarently, they have,,~The whole thing:seems to ,ha.ve_
rone over saleg-wiser-at least, it disanneared fast in this area, ;- )
: _ But spmebodj—-Gary
Brown, Iithink-<brought unithe subject.gf future teamups. notmg that Superman and
S»ide- -Man aren't/realty a hatural:nai»,. ;That may be, but it wasa't their personal-
ities that-dictated if--it.was the fact that they're the.ton sellexrs in their respective 4
lines. 2esonally, I thought the sound-of-mind-sound-of-body Superman was palyed
off the brash, snot-nosed kid “pider-Man ruite well, but that's obviously just my :
opinion, If Marvel and PC ever manage to get together again, perhaps they can have
the Avengers meet the JLA, but getting.a writer and an artist willing.to handle a mob
like that would be ruite a trick. Sgéi;Fury.apd. Sgt. Pock( have been s.uggeated but the
sales aoneal of that one would probably not be worth the hassle. of. fmurmg out who got
ton billing, and there are good.reasons.. . br that. - Frankly. I think the idea is so dull
that I nrobably wouldn't buy.it myself,-.; ;. .
- “ n 1:]; think. \t was also,aary who suggested a black
and w hte Batman book, where the characterr-a fairly deep one--cquld be explored in
an adult manneir without the Comies Code Authority.sticking,its nose in.. But, as he .
says, the freedom would probably be misused, and we'd see Batman getting l2id every
othe - nage: It would be interestingz, tho, to see whether,or not he wore his mask in
bed, and actually; I think that would be the most fascinating thing about the boo;:--ex- !
ploring the depths of his rhind;,  which is. rather kinky... I mean, here we have a guy who .,
watchbd his parents shot to death.about when he was 10 or 12,. who swore a vendetta i
acainst'all criminals from that moment on...but he canlt.carry.out his oath w1thou,t. ' S
wearine a'mask.z-There fis something very strange.abouyt that personalxty, and it’ would
be interesting to see it'¢xnloredi: This way someday.turn into an article,. xf I ever get
the enexpy, oiiarn
1 Twas stﬁuck by the camment in.the last mailing that '""The ability to tell
someone to fuck off and then never think.about it:again is one that I do.not possess, . _.
thank goodness.'" I note that the person who said that is a good deal younger than I. ‘
don't possess thatrability sither; but I consider it a fault to correct, nat sometmng to )
thank coodnass fov, ,Whén I-was liis age, about the time¢ I became OF,0or a coupie gf_ T
yea-s earlier,"I'was a nretty:tense, uptight character that ['ve been mellowirip”qya'y TS
from euér since, and the abilityito tell peaple to fuck off and never think about them ' =~
acain, nresently-develoning in me,!is gne 0f the goals .that I see now ['ve. been workl,n,q
toward. Let's fdce it, the*e.are wovthless people inithe world, .ongs whg are just ,sucb -
a damn nenance to put un with that the only reasonable thing is to dismiss, them entlrely. e
In na~ticular, you may notice:that:there are SFPAns who don't get mentioned i "“HF
SPH¥P®T anymore, and there are a:couple who are getting their last notice frewp me in
this issue. IfI ever pet to the point where¢ I-don't even think of them,:1!11 have pchieved
somethiny worthwhile, but meanwhile, they don't:need me to .help,’_the.m.destroy;‘;heir'
own credibility, and I don't need them for anythiag., . -': - LA <~
: v To dlspell confucsion about Mike Main,
let me poiny out that the SFPA: Constitution does,not define, clanfy or even menticn the
word '"Yankee. '« What it defines isy''Southerner," andi if we-speak loosely and call non-l
Southerne rs "Yankees, ' that doesn't mean somebody who doesn't {1: either category is
in some sort of limbo, While in Scotland, he's not a Southerner. If he's back in Ala-
bama when he gets into S¥P2, he is. It's pretty clear if you read the thing.

A
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fui-don't understand ithemmirysels, vand anybiody who says '"hé ddes<is Eithes a’ fdoi* ér’ dod),

¥

If, as Tich Morrisscy maintains, the so-called Civil War (hereinafter referred to as
riThe:War for Southern:Indenendeace) was fought fﬁ‘im&*rﬂg ‘to’ free! tHe slawés, then it's

the only wariin the ent:iwhmto?y ‘of the human raé’e ‘eddrt fought’ for a.‘ltrmstxc rea;ons.

Fact g, excéot ford few ﬂﬂd-eyedﬂfanahc‘s. Sthé' onl’y ‘Decple wh3 rea.lly gaye F damn

‘sHout’fréeind the slkvPs ﬁan‘ttd t‘l&ém i’rt; to, gorbi”ﬁpjﬂq‘gtj’. and. wnx'[ﬁ. u;,the faqt,omgs--

4 oe e

as if they dida't’ already have “énough Irtshmen. Hardly a cause worth fighting about

tho l.t makeg for o;ooq qloggq;&rig;ag and saunds. ,rpc.e intheihistory-books, 5 [ <1otul
s[=aoe adem Isdd avd 9di ¥4 snlod a2a Souttauso od don Hiundz mid dThKe kAl Td

5§ 450 TREA o WA

: "._J;,eu_s_:_ms_. for. the ;way ane entirely too complex to fit ihtb‘dama’ihdfﬂfcorﬂmEn!"(b"étﬂic*s.

\but I:don't thind tookiapr st it:from a’ nuirhbe’s of dﬂ"fe‘r’ént anigles. :F‘roi'ﬂ one of them, we
ihavethe bit #iiys, ‘the NortHern states, ‘tellibh the 1itt1é ‘Guys that they Joa't iike us,
So we wanted to go away and leave them alone, and they wouldn't let us. From aaother,
e note that the™ sicetﬁn ;tate; had tg be read,m;tté{c{intp the .Unjon aftey .conouest--and
make no mls{ake about 1t, it was sheer, outnght connuest never mind the fact that both
whlch mdmates thazb:thezuces.ﬁon was walid b‘lxt)had b ﬁ‘egated’ﬂy ‘the ‘sathe’ me‘aus
sused to nepate all the treéntiesrwith the Tndiaws, 2 W r ot é"ﬂﬁrd‘ WeRave’a problem that
tends torarisélany tirne y&f‘hﬁe a bunch of 1l‘{ttle fﬁ’xy’s J.ﬁ‘I ef’t’ing tobether fo ﬁght a big

TH

oty ~whdt do” you' db whéd - tHe” fxpht rsx over 'f"i.et iﬁe %xgand M

Too s "i;.w LISV WD Y
1576 nw r.5 23 nam: Mo @A ,3_.l:te,pcve.r a fedgra-
tibn n“fo‘rmé’a (‘nccuse rne '[% N € e U Qj;‘.,,.de‘-.expandj),.amoms was
_whéa we" fought f'or Quy. in gqen{iqnc;e (rpm Britain, theituestion of secession/id:gding to
bp,,,athﬂ' a»%{{,mult ou-c, . If yon; specifically allow it, nyod weaken the unvom, ~1fiy6u
snecifically don't, the-weakerimemberscare pomy boke a little leefy dbout ‘gebfing in,

So you don't say anythmq. ¥ventually, the subject comes up, and you have to fxght
about it,[7 270 : yrosr | aniz o 1183 saaram on Tve L Ty chmEdnind ; 1

owT catte Jron sk ww Fyd sqod fias

WE were a h‘ttIP bit Tdckier! in that e diln't feally Have to ﬁght;-tfxe nuestxon
wasn't snecifically addressed 19 the bgmnmng“};ut the Constitution does haveanz o
o!astic clause” aIlowxnﬂ ‘the. ;o-Falled-Poverg;qnvggat.qs #or do anything. that the Coanssitu-
uon xtseIf doe;n'g a;mqfxcallx forhid. Angl nole thatithe Gonstitution doesmitispecifi-
cally forhid gecessign,  .So eleven-state Jegistatures met;" repealeditheir *¥attficatiod of
the Gonstitution. and.passedsperfectly valid auts;'fof’seeesston. lf Justi‘ée ai‘:dkéob'a‘ness
had. D?evaﬂcd,rnowwar wonld eve?mhave'wn fo'ugﬁt* funcs =
~avs Stmor Yhaszls av'l dud | doofduz o) go velv Ahtf slavery wgs pf{qourse ‘g.,tqthe

anfrale: "t !!'T

......
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surface of some issues, and it's ruite likely that the ‘slaves wouldn't have been freed
for another eeneration--but that's only because: of the jll feeling that would. have; I

RIGH lmmﬁ‘red on. . A new ggnﬂ?ntl,pn, howevqu. mwomld: have noticed: that alaves have to’be:

fpd and housed ‘even after. they“re too old; to.wiok, and that Irishmenwouldmorkfor
‘even le,ss. 1 ;rhen»;lonqmqqld comethe aulomatic farming:machindty,” and thefe Wwonild

virhe.a de-facto end tomalave'ry 5By the tuvaref ’the century; thee: 9"&‘#1:%1’& feefmg hurh‘arttta-

I rian and expansive), and would legatize R, ' Like’ aIf expediénciés of gmf_ernmgnts,
which are not! batexcuhtly benevolént; it woufd ’Be cteverly dxsgumqﬂ 38 agregﬁ and .
“mlorious thing to c'!o, But its rédl® ‘effect woq'.l)d h i*ol let the _t'ormgr slaves starye ,}j t;uey
couldn't find wotk," i s

Fven so, I'm not convinced that, the.iatggration of; the blacks:iotothe
mainstream of American--and Confederate--society wouldn't have been shorter and

. less, devastating without the myemory of a devastating warrcrippling the eatire Southern

society (and not being particularly kind to'the:North) andi a” shameful period of looting
r(MReconstruction') afte ~warl givias it tha death blow ') 717

gl — Lagalt D?g_g.,;py._body seriously want $o
argue 'with any of ﬂns”" P ARE o wn G :"n}'f e 5 e
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1 eavels 1 ot yli=gn veenbol an sl ol
I think this isi.going: te-be-the dlast page,. - I;ve got some notgs left ;over, but tney P &
Just have to.be. foregeope. if they won't fit. It'q11;k ﬂqﬂ?ek or more since the last Jpage, .
and somehow, I'm,afraid Qhe :9FpPh has gone out ‘of thig zinp. Plus whie\, ‘George Inzer '4
will Afrive, togorrcv to be 6ur houseggest for awhile and’ lomehbv I Junt don't think iy m -
going to have any more inclination to type stedéiif 1ater than T do now. © 5
Corrolans adi pnr wosin mhrupoz bos cnivstnavalr fooe y
Before I go ‘1 QUess I ought to mention that the mindfucks I said back there that Stven
brought “with him #hould not/be «wonstrued es ‘bHeing -of ythe-type that. make people cry out in ,
anguish ‘about how'unhappy they:ane~-es .e matier of feot, he.wvas looking great then. and he |
sounds great oversthe phone now. -He ;also writes happy-sounding letters. The term. mind-
fuck” might alsp be used: to degeribe s fev things J've gof right now, and 1 think I've
managed to. convey the imgreisipn thgt Af. there s Pne thing I'm nax right ﬂow, it’s unhappy
(thle long train of fh'” ¥t descriﬁlng curretit’ conditiol Traskes through head. “Since it
doesn'’t cénvert very w&11 to fanrine 'natter, oné 'Wornders why 1 even mentioned it.)
= -abagnc werien aft wd 03 snglTaR ol pe Dhevgaces bpe cagunasl e )
Progress répoft 6n things mentiecned back inithe-beginningn-it!s.-been.weeks now, y'know:
I've béen to-two voice teechersi- :The first s2id;I'm hopeless, which I don't need to be
told, but.recommended .someone; who has.been knqvn, to .work with such cases (I‘m told the
term for my condition is “tone-deaf,” but I don't thing.tpat'a ;eal;y it because I can
hear tones and even pick out. simple tunes on a piano, dut can't repro&ﬂte thé things with
my own vo}cq with any uccura:y) The second expressed hope but had to quit after two
1eksohs due to overHelinming eémmitments elsevhere. I'm ¢urrently ‘weeking out a third.
The hard part, I th{nk, is Bvercithat's decl¥ilff to do wometHing ‘Wbbut the situation.
Actudlly’ doing 4% 1§ ﬁurd vork;, but /fairly strafghtforvard. - As for the second thing I
promidéd myself, 'Tohaven't deén ivery successful-in finding an art. iastructor willing to

take on ‘an ‘adult student who {dravs vorse:than most kids, but the sesrch continues. ;

I've-been thipking, if I ever do.manage to ledrn to sing, which I, cqnﬁider the more’
impottant of the two, I may get ggnplt e ngtar and ledrn to play 1t e Anything s possible

On Siven s recommenaaiicn L currgntly ‘teddihg Zon and the Art of Hbtarcycle Mainten-
ance. TE"s got 8 Hel¥ of u'tat to say, efpecially to e 'right now, ‘bilt ‘I recommend it

to e@eryone. Particulerlf, ‘Y think Dave Hulalr swouldifind it interesting, -and I'4 say '
that eveti if I ‘weren't “somevhat peeved with him right-nvw, dbecause.one of -the major .,
themes is something that he broupht up {n/SFPA ebout &.year or two ago.. (I won't say
more about ,that .partiqular aspect.of it because I just don't want to dipcuss it again.

It vas nice to see p.freah point of :view on the subject but I've already heard every-
thing most SFPAns have, to say om.it. ) e ST |
i A ~ Th Y i o B SIS e IS X B : v GlonAp oot
I'm in the middle of 1¥" right 'AEV, and’ thud far, one train of thought has progressed fromi'
a mild query as to vhéther' the scieAtiTic methed thn ‘e applied to ‘itself to see if dt-is.:
indedd Ruch a’userul tool fop discovering trmethoferudely stated--read the bock), to. the
vhole ‘uestion of whether or not' rational:thought-can be exanmined rationally or.if: it
indeed - has any independent existence,. It skirts the_.edge of soliplism but very caggrully
refrains from falling:in.; Diimately, I suppose .the queutioa it asks is whether or nqt
the human mind.can ever understand. itself. No ansvers, of course—-nobody ever does’
ansver questions like that--but it does point out a path here and there in the dark, ‘and "’

occaaionglly_pqlges‘phg reader a flashlight tor :indins his way through 4t. ” IRV M ahle:
Fascinating rea&i g.' Imponderdbles by a clear thinker g« cARDIim T Jo e denie e
WEOR. PR ol e ncalivw nitsirgoah zual
Another book'1 highly recomnend de: L@Ues of a.Cell, »by Lewit Thoma. I: have notes for :a .
--well, I guess ‘revievw" is the best word, but.it's not really that.  I'il run it ip the

next,sttkker if I remember. (Most of you will get that, but not through SFPA anymore.

There were a couple of things I vanted to mention, clarifying scmethirig or dther tha* ' ©
came up earlier in the zine, but I can't remember what they were. Oh well.

Hoping you are the same,..
Oh yesh, cover by John Carl.



