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Yeds thinlk that after putting out two issues of a fanzine, it's
high time that we introduced ourselves,

Sherna Comerford: I'm a research assistant in psychobiology
(comparative psychology) at the Institute of Animal Behavior, Rutgers.,
I live in a rooming house with half-a-dozen nice voriting ladies, who
aren't quite sure what sf is, but who think I'm a sweet girl anyway. Heh
heh. (When I moved in, the place was co-ed, sobb.} My fanily (pcrents,
brother, and cat ~ breathes there z fan with soul so dead that he hath no
cat?) lives in Brooklyn, I'm 25, 5'G6", with long brovm hair, usually
coruing out of its braids I'm presently writing my RS thesis. The less
said about that the better., I'm interested in the biological and social
sciences, and I dabble in such things as writing, horsebaci riding (lest-
ern saddle) , fantasy and sf (Devra introduced me to Tolkien when we net
in high school, and I've never been the same), and trying to figure out
What The Heck's Going On, No luck yet on the last., On August 10th, I'll
be married to Brian Burley (of @SFS). Ve nlan to live in New Jersey,
and raise a crewr of neofen.

Devra lMichele Langsam: I am 24, 5'9", with dark messy curly hair.
Also glassesa I'm a children's librarian for the Brooklyn Public Lib-
rary, and hold an II8 in library science. I enjoy sculpture and drawing,
baking, fantasy - especially Norbton and Tolkien - and singing (generally
off-key). I'm 2lso interested in anthronology, archeology, biology, his-
tory (and historical fiction), puns, Shakespeareandthatsortofstuff, com-
parative folklore and mythology, and various other unrelated subjects.
I have two catls, nemed Bouffic and Ioneypot, a jollysreengiant named
Perogrine Pickle, and no sense of humor (or so I'm told). I have boxes
of mimeo paper under iy deslz, and (I'nm positive) an incipient hysterical



ulcer. (Don't you laugh at me, you ulcer you&) I also admire paper clips.

Wle became active in fandom obout a year ago (though we've both read sf
all our lives). SPOCILANALIA is our reclly and truly very first fnnzine,
and we've torn our hair over it more than once, but we've also been lucky
- very lucky - in the people we've met who have hekped us,

e share the work of SPOCKANALIA equally., Subscriptions should go 1o
Devra (gg_advance subs, please), because she has the room to store the 'zines
in her house, Other mail can go to either of us, or to both of us at either
address, (Devra secems to get most of it, because her return address is on
the 'zine, Sob sobb - Sherna.)

ABOUT TiAT R@VEIAL: In a letter dated Tebruary 2, 1968, Script Consultant
and vwriter Dorothy Fontana told us, "e were off the NBC schedule - dronped
- cancelled. The letvers, marches ond oll the rest of it were irmeasurable
help in getting us put bacl: on the schedule,

#The renewal was due to many factors - over a million letters and net-
jtions, the student protesis, Gene Roddenberry's literate, reasonable cnd
persuasive assoult in personal trips to New Yorl: to speak to the decision-
nalkers there, We lad definitely been off the scliedule - and then the mail
began to pour in. It cost NDC a great decl in hiring extra staff to onsuer
it...because much of it was from people of some standing in indusiry, pro-
fcosions and so on., These could nov be ansvered by a roubine form letter.
S, e cost NBC some money - ond all of you kept us on the air.?

Thile welre busy taking nride in ouxr nudging the Powers That Be, let's
remember that networks have very short memories, Thaere 17ill, no doubt, be
A new compaign this foll - and it will be less despernte if we continue to
trite during the summer, Right, Bjo?

NEIT BEXRAYAL COMES: Having cnnounced that STAR TREX would be broadeast on
Ibndoys at 7:30, the XXiAfdA# network now renegs. The show is scheduled for
Fridays at 10:00, This is a death night, tle can only infer twhat NBC wants
to kill the nrogram, Perhaps they're afrcid of a show vhose viewers can
exert eiffective pressure,

Let's start exerting. 1rite to »rotest the IFridcy tireslot, or STAR
TREL won't survive,

OTIIER STAR TRIX 'ZINES: are coming thick and fast., Some ore mentioned
elsevhere in SPOCKAILLILA. e want to coli speciel atvention to Juanita
Coulson's ST-PHILE. It is a beautiful thingz, done with loving care.
Juanita's articles arc...fascinating (and you lnowr vhat Eggﬁ_meanst)

The first issue, and future ones when “ublished, are.cvieiladle fron
Juanita Coulson, Route #3, Hariford City, Indicna, 473548,
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GEFE RCDDENBERRY Mar 6, 15638
DESILU STUDICS

SPOCKANALIA;

THANKS FOR ALL YCUR EFFCRTS AND ENCCURAGEMENT AND PLEASE
EXTEND GUR SINCERE THANKS TC ALL THE OTHERS WHG HELPED STAR
TREK DEFINITELY ON SCHEDULE FCR A THIRD SEASON BEGINNING
SEPTEMBER MORE LATER.

WARMEST FERSCNAL REGARDS
GENE RODDENBERRY STAR TREK

((Why, thank you, Fresident Roddenberry, Sir!))

\

\

FAN Flomeek

PCWER Power

DCRCTHY FONTANA
DESILU STUDIOS
9-26=-67

As story editor and a writer of STAR TREK, I came into
possession of your SPFCCKANALIA, whichi Gene Roddenberry brought
back from the NYCON. (I couldn't go...I had to work on a
script.) Since I've been instrumental in developing the char-
acteristics and background of Spock too, some of which are
mentioned in your wagazine, I thought I'd drop a line...
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Spock hLimself is about thirty-six years of age. Both his
father and mother have been married only once...to each 9ther.
Spock 18 an only child...there are absolutely no other sib-
lings,

"Spock” is in actuality what humans call a given name.
The family name is unpronounceable and can only be rendered
in Earth alphabet as a long series of cousonants. With a few
decades of practice, it is possible for a human to approximate
it, but only a Vulcan can correctly pronounce it. (A1l male
names on Vulcan begin with "§", All female names on Vulcan
begin with "T'".,.however, Spock's wother has retained her
Earth name.)

. 10-20-67

I have projected Spock's last name as follows:
XTMPRSQZNIWLFB. Of course, the formal Vulcan languaze is not
written with English letters. As in Hebrew, Arabic, Chinese
and so on, the phonetic rendering according to pronunciation
has nothing to do with the written language.

11-i6~07

At no time did we say a pon farr overcomes a Vulecan at
any specific age or at any specific interval. Using some
Spockian logic, we believe that, due to his half-human heri-
tage, Spock will probably not live as long as most Vulcans.
We have oftefi said he lacks some of the physical traits or
does not have them in the full strength a full Vulcan has.
Therefore, it may also be logical to assume that his half-
human heritage may also pull down the age at which his pon
farr would occur. Also he may be a precocious kid, Be that
as it may...Sarek's first pon farr could easily have been at
age sixty-four. But don't ask me to verify it.

12-8-67

About the Vulcan heart...I have consistently placed it
on the right hand side of the body, in the area of the lower
rib cage. That way, it would still be protected by bone as
it is in the human, but might perhaps have a little more room
since we have always tried to say .the Vulcan heart is a larger
organ and stronger than the normal human's. /In "Journey to

]

Babel'/ McCoy should rightfully have been opexating from the

oo



right-hand side on Sarek...but the director chose to shoot
from that direction so McCoy had to be on the other side.

12-29-67

If you need some help oo an article on McCoy, I would

be happy to contribute. I can also get together with De and
put some inforwation together with him. He's already written
you, so he would remember who you are and I'm sure he would
be happy to nelp. Most of the things I put into scripts
about McCoy are the result of conversations I've had with him
about the character, anyway. We both rather like the Doctor,
so you may count on help from this quarter if you'd like it.

As I understand Spock's vegetarianism (according to Gene
Roddenberry), it is because he does not Iike to kill. The
killing of animals for sport or food goes against this Vulcano
dislike of xilling...which itself came out of the savage
past, now repressed and buried under Vulcan logic and unemo-
tionalism. Spock mignt indulge in an animal hunt, with a
symbolic "kill", but not an actual kill.

12-8-67

What really gets me is that we (we, STAR TREK) are con-
cerned with the characters we present each week, We have a
research department which keeps us pretty consistent with
what we've done before, lest we forget. But we believe in
THE PZOPLE...not what Spock is likely to have for breakfast
tomorrow morning. I think it's more important to know how
Spock treats McCoy, how dedicated he is to Kirk, the tremen-
dous dignity and respect he accords Christine, even knowing
how stie feels about him, This is the flesh and bones of what
we are trying to give you...

Best,

o oy

((That article on McCoy should appear in SPOCKANALIA #3.
See the editorial column for more comments by Miss Fontana.))
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LIEUTENANT -COMMANDER MCNTGOMERY SCOTT
NCC - 1701

16 Feb. 1968

My dear Misses Sherna and Devra,

It is my pleasure to take a little time out from loocking

after my engines to answer your nice letter. You must be
Bonnie Lasses both of you. ;

I wonder if you're interested in how I became a Space En-
gineer? 1 very seldom tell this story because it has its em-
barrassiong moment but here goes -

Off the coast of Scotland are many small islands inhabited
by few or none at ail: but on one are a lot of old space ship
parts - it serves as a dump.

I wanted a quiet place to write my thesis., I decided to
"camp out" on this island.

I hadn't completed my first walk around the dump when I
was overcome with the idea of putting myself into space. 1
started building and six months later with the beautiful junk-.
heap I had made I put myself into orbit.

No sooner was I up than I was visited by the Space Patrols
hovering around me like hummingbirds. They wanted to know
what I was doing out here and how I got there - I told them
proudly. My pride was deflated shortly afterwards when I
realized I had made no proper preparation for re-entry.

So for two days I orbited and finally asked for help.
They had to lower me on a phaser beam. You can imagine my
embarrassment when I was taken to our leader, who, however,

was extremely kiod. He suggested I go to the Space Academy
and learn "How'!

Captain Kirk and the other officers have been very kind
and keep their jibes to a minimum, but every now and then when
things go wrong on the Enterprise, I see a wondering little

look creep into their eyes -~ does Scott really know what he's
doing? Ha!

You know, there is nothing I like better than to connect
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up tie inspection intercom and listen to the 'hum” of my
matter-antimatter engines.

The mutter in the wmatter
And the hum of antinatter
Is the happiness and lot
Gf Lt. Commander Scott.

I did not get your letter until yesterday - why, I don't
know, but there it is.

Thank you for your interest. 1 tiope it is not too late.

Sincerely,

L%

((Perhaps it 1s tlie matter and the anti-matter modules,
That iuspire tue Scottish master oi the engineering
deck,
But the letter from tiie crewman wi:c's portrayed by
Jimmy Doohan,
Is a jewel to the faus of Scotty's interstellar trek.
-Shexrna
Thank you very much, Sir}))

. . FASCINATING
>

WALTER KOCENIG
DESILU STUDICS

Feb. 21, 68
Dear Devra and Sherna,

.+.By now you know tuat the character of Chekov has not
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evolved appreciably irom your precise and accurate appraisal
way back in Novewmber. The reasons tor this ecircumstance are
varied and complex' but directly related to the problems of
production, If that sounds like double talk I'm sorry, but
without sacrificing reams to the discussion I could not do
justice to an explanation.

Mr. Roddenberry will agaio personally produce the show
if the series is picked up for a third season and he has as-
sured me thiat Mr. Chekov will be developed in depth (to clarify
the previous statement; when I said again produce the show
personally 1 was referring to nis involvement and participa-
tion during the first year as opposed to this year).

However "Star Trek'" has oot been picked up officially at
this writing and it would be premature tc conjecture on tlie
direction Mr, Chekov's character will go. Also I'u a little
superstitious and I'm queezy about jumping the gun.

What it boils down to is I can't coantribute too much
towards character analysis at this time beyond saying that
tile key to his persomality is nis very real youth. He is
trigat and liighly capable but the discipiine of military life
is not as firmly entrenched a character quality as it would
be ten years from now. It is from this springboard that his
flawboyance and ''deligutZul rudeness' originates.

Again, very belatedly, but most heartily I extend my
congratulations for your ifirst issue of "Spockanalia'. 1t
was a truly admirable achievement!

Best of luck to you both (and keep your fingers crossed
for us).

Gitp ooy

((Koenig...Walter Koenig...Wuat ship is he attached to?))
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DR. LEONARD McCOY
NCC - 1701

Octobexr 30, 1967

Dear Siierma and Devra,

Ti.ank you very much for your most interesting fanziue.
The coutributions were brigiit, witty and informative,

I am pleased that Spock's ifriends alse care for McCoy.
I appreciate your kind comneots and I nope you get your hope,
because triey are my nopes too.

Regarding your questicns of how I feel about space wmedi-
cine and :.aviliy a non-numan aboard the Enterprisa - space
wedicine I can take, even tuough cowmputers uave removed a
great deal of mental challenge and true personal discovery.
My ttecill still comes when we touch a planet similar to Earth
in the 1960's where a physician's mind and skill are still
tie prominent factors, not a couputer or Space wmedical gadget
aboard the Ebnterprise. 4s for Spock - what the blazes do 1
koow about Vulcans? I reach for his heart and come up with
his liver - his btlood is greenm as well as an indelible staio.
1 recently brought aboard a young Dr. M'Benga (who interned
in a Vulcan hospital) to get Spock off wy back. I can't be
bothered witin rubbing my nerves raw about a physical jigsaw.
1 have enough problews witnoat taxing on all of Spock's pecu-
liarities, mental or puysical. He is capable of undoing every
single thing I have learned in all of my years of medical
training - and I dou't inteud to let him do it. I have
warned Captain Kirk that cne more Vulcan aboard our ship -
just one more - and I will resign from the service.

I hope this letter will clarify my position and feelings
regarding space medicinme and Spock's place in space with me.

Most sincerely,
/ /W
Dr. McCoy

((When we got this delightful letter, your bright, witty,
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~informative', and immodest editors, in the sincere unope of
stirring up troutvle, sent a Xerox copy to Mr. Spock. He was
kind enough to reply.))

COMMANDER SFOCK
NCC - 1701

December 28, 1567
Dear Devra and Sherna:

I have read with interest Dr. McCoy's commonts on Space
Medicine and particularly his complaints about haviog to
treat a Vulcan.

If you can imagine wnat it would be like to have a tooth-
ache treated by a screaming witch-doctor, shaking ancient in-
struuments and yelling unintelligible incantaticns, you have
soine idea of what a Vulcan experiences when treated by the
ship's surgeon.

Live long and prosper,

;jibb,\xnungll l&&ﬁ:~4~1
Mr. Spock

((Fascinating! Oane wonders
...how is medicine practiced
on Vulcan? Any grintable
comments, Doctor?))

Tnere once was a peoblem disputable,

Whose solution was quite incouagatable.

Its variable factcxrs

Were videc¢ actcis,

Aund their Hielsens were higily refutable.
-Sherona

P
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A Oevisil

by Shcrho Comer{ord

Since SPOCKANALIA #1 was written, we've been given a
great deal more Llniormation about tune Federation, and partic-
slarly aboat Vulcan. 1Iu the light of this iuformation, Some
of thie discussion in #1 must be extended or revised.

"Fhysiclogica Vulcanensis®

Dxr. McCoy tells 4s that io addition to being lacge, hot,
and arid, Vulcam has a very thin atmospheze.(l.) Since lacge
planets, penerally, have heavy atmospheres, and since Dc.
McCuy is a doctor, not a metecorologist, this statement may Le
inaccurate. The sauwe difficulty in breathing would be exXper-
ienced in a thick atwmosprere with a low Q2 ccntent.

Another possibiiity is that Dr. McCoy spoie only of the
atimosphere at tie place where he was standing. If Spock's
family lands are on a high plateau, the air there might be
quite thin, even if Vulcan does Lave a comparatively ueavy
atmosphiere.

We have alsc learned(2.) that the wmcst comfcrtable tem-
perature range for a Vulcau is in the vicinity of 125 degrees
Fareniielt. Since the planet is so arid, tlere should be a
tremendous flactuation bLetween day and night temperatures.

We saw a human party on Vulcan during the day, and they could
aot have borne considerably filgher temperatures.

Therefore, it may be inferred that Vulcans (as humans)
are most comfortable during the day, and are less tolerant of
their cooler wnight temperatures. The alternative is that Vul-
can does not nave the expected tempecatuce fluctuation. This
woild imply a COp-rich atwgsphere, producing the greenhouse
effect, Vulcan may alsc tave a high internal heat, io which
case, volcanic acticii would probably lcad the atmosphere with
CCo, as described. A ulgh CO2 content would alsc affect thlie
tuman breathingz weci-anlen, and prodace the shortness of breath
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they experienced.

In another area, mentioned io #1, the Vulcan heart has
been definitely localized. It is on the right side of the
body, under the lower rib cage(3.) but below the diaphragm.(4.)
The heart probably.crosses the midline (as does ours) because
during a heart valve operation on the Ambassador Sarek(5.). Dr.
ileCoy worked on the left side. Its anatomy remains unknown.

It has now been established that Vulcan blood 1s based
on copper, and that the molecule is the same as the basic
molecule found in haemoglobin, chlcrophyll and the bloods of
Terran invertebrates, This molecule is highly inefficient
when its metal is copper. The Vulcan blood, therefore, must
contain some.other oxygen carrier as well, unless the copper
it uses is in the form of an unfamiliar, and highly efficient
radical,

Human and Vulcan biochemistry are more similar than was
first apparent. Dr. McCoy treats Mr. Spock with the same drugs
he uses for the human crew members(6.) with no more ill effects
than nausea.

Most interesting of the new information available is that
concerning the Vulcan wmale rut, or pon farr. Many basic ques-
tions remain unanswered, but the following has been establish-
ed as factual: at some time, probably many years aftec puberty,
the Vulcan male experiences a slowly increasing imbalance of
body chemistry, wherein great amounts of adrenalin analogs are
poured into the bloodstream. These produce a personality
change, involving unsurpressable nervousness and irribility.
At first, the subject is probably made more fit for combat and
violent activity, but if it is allowed to continue beyond
some optimal point, the constant strain weakens him, and even-
tually claims firxst his sanity aod then his life,

Accompanying this condition, possibly from its onset, the
subject feels a deep need tc return to the home planet, and
thie ancestral ceremonial grounds. This drive is so powerful
that at times it may overwhelm the subject's consciousness, and
produce atypical benaviour, which caonot later be recalled.

It is the custom among Vulcans that some (and possibly
all) Vulcans are paired in cuildhood. At the pairing ceremony,
through telepathy, each mind is imprinted upon.the other,

Once this has been done, both are drawn down to the ceremonial
ground of the male at the time of his pon farr.
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The cure for the chemical imbalance is the experience of
sex, If this occurs, there are apparently no ill effects be-
yond a temporary imsanity, much graver in its cultural effects
than in its biological ones.

If the sex drive is interfered with, by the challenging
male, or by the ceremonial equivalent, a new, intensified con-
dition results. This is known as the plak-tow, or blood fev-
er. It is possible that an analagous condition accompanies
the height of the uninterrupted marriage ceremony, but no
proof is available.

The plak-tow is characterized by an insanity of a type
not eucountered on Earth. The subject seems to be able to
exert some control over its onset, and its depth is enhanced
by aural and olfactory stimuli encountered in the ceremony.
Even before these stimuli are presented, the plak-tow subject
is usuvally incapable of speech. At its height, he is in a
state of intense stimulation, and unable to recognise any
restraints to his ferocity save those of the rigidly controlled
ceremony. He will attack with singlewlinded killing intent
even a man who, under normal circumstances, he would unhesitat-
ingly die for.

Despite this, a Vulcan in plak-tow is capable of learned
behavior. He uses weapons, and he follows the orders of the
ceremonial leader. 1t may be inferred that these learned pat-
terns are deeply iumprinted in childhood. They act to modify
patterns of utterly uncontrcolled fighting madness,

This madness invokes cultural attitudes of horrible shame
and guilt. The culture regards the existence of pon farr as
a tragedy - a terrible cross to be borne, which implies that
pon farr is a basic biclogical 1nher1tance from the ancestral
pre=-Vulcan.

If the battle ends in victory, it is inferred that the
plak-tow state subsides. The pon farr itself cemains uontil
it is satisfied by sex, or until it proves fatal., In the one
case observed, the pon farr was itself broken at the end of
the battle, by an intense ewoctional shock. Since it is pro-
bably not unheard of for a Vulcan ip plak-tow to kill a close
friend, it is possible that, in the case observed, the pon
farr might have continued if the subject had pot had the weak-
ening 1dfluences of his halt-tumnap avcestry.
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Awong the still unanswered questions about pon farr are
several concerning its periodicity. Last summer, thepresident
of the Eugene Roddenberry Foundation for Vulcan Studies announ-
ced that the drive was septennial. Since then, Professor Dor-
othy Fontana, of the Foundation, has told us that this anncuoce-
ment was premature, and that the period has not actually been
established. The pon farr might even be a once-in-a-lifetime
experlence.

The time of onset of pon farr is also uncertain, Profes-
sor Fontana believes that it occurred some two and a half de-
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cades later in the Awmbassador Sarek than it did in his half-
human son.,

"Wulcan Psychglogy"

The subject is now known to be about 36 years of age. His
father, Sarek, is an astrophysicist and sometimes ambassador,
and is about 102 years old (which is late middle age for a
pure Vulean) . His mother, Awanda, nee Grayson, is in her
late fifties. From the psycholegical viewpoint, certain
changes have taken place in the personality of the subject
during the past months. While retaining his pride in his Vul-
can neritage, he has begun to show behavioral traits which
definitely do not coincide with his earlier interpretation of
the Vulcan culture, Two examples will suffice: on one occa-
sion(7.) while in command under emergency circumstances, Mr.
Spock found his human crew reacting with irritation and lack
of co-operation to higs non-emotional technique of command
and decision-waking, He reasserted his command by using
humor to regain the loyalty of his colleagues.

On another occasion(3.) Mr, Spock found it necessary to
volunteer for a suicidal wission. He found himself in com-
petition with Dr. McCoy for the right to undertake this nis-
sion, Dr. McCoy was most annoyed at losing out, and in later
referring to the incident, Spock admitted aloud that he felt
very deeply hurt at the Doctor's apparent inability to give
him purely ewmotional support,

The subject is aware of this humanizing tendency, and
has twice aseribed it to ""contamination'" resulting from con-
tinued contact with humans, (q)

Since Star Fleet does have ships manned entirely by Vule=
cans(§.) it is even more apparent now than previously that this
contact and "contamination' is actively sought by the subject.
Unable to feel completely comfortable among Vulcans, he secems
o be seeking to develop the human aspects of his nature, des-
pite his protestations (and apparent efforts) to the contrary.

This dichotony of goals 1s seen fairly often in human be-
havior. If buman criteria may be applied to one who is the
Product of a different cultura. and biology, it may be said
that the prognosis has iwproved. The possibility of an inm-
proved life adjustwent has become somewhat greater, and this
author finds it conceivable that at some future date, the sub-
Ject nmight ILearn how to be happy.
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"Vulcans and Emotion"

We have now seen four pure~-blooded Vulcans, and each one
has shown that he possesses emotions. The anger of Stonn(10.)
and the affection of Sarek for Amanda(ll.) cannot be questioned
by any discerning viewer. The illogical, and hence emotional,
behavior of T'Pring(l2.) is discussed elsewhere in this issue.

Even T'Pau, most onemotional of the Vulcans, said "I grieve
with thee."(13.) Such an admission could not be ceremonial
in nature. The Vulcan ceremony is calculated to control emo-
tion, and a ceremonial statement would not be worded to reveal
its presence.

"Thoughts on Vulecan Cultura"

A number of profound revelations about the culture of
Vulcan were made last September 15th. Although certain ob-
servers were not happy about what was learned, few came to
the obvious conclusion that Vulcan simply has not attained the
easy, smoothly running, mechanically logical culture that it
holds as an ideal. The people have deeply-felt biological
needs, and, as with all cultures, this one must find a way to
fulfill or sublimate these needs. Until they can be genetical~-
ly eliminated (if ever), they must be controlled, and this is
the job of a culture.

One trusts that Vulcan is not a tra_dition directed cul-
ture. This is the least logical and most cynical of the
known cultural control systems, Certainly Mr. Spock shows
signs of being inner directed, and similar behavior was seen
in Ambassador Sarek.

Nonetheless, there is at least one situation in which
the behavior of the participants is rigidly controlled by
tradition. Significantly, it is the one known situation in
which the inner-directing controls become non-functional.

The pon farr is a situation which logic cannot handle.
If Vulcans were as truly rational as they claim to be, they
would simply agree to dump tradition and put every pon farr
male into a padded cell, with his woman, as soon as the first
symptoms appeared, But as pointed out in our first issue,
every culture has its releases, and the Vulcans aren't about
to give up theirs.

Since they cannot haadle the pon farr logically, they
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must control it. They bind it in ceremony, and gird it with
rules which they dare not break, lest their whole system ex-
plode around their heads. This would iudeed be a contributing
factor to the compulsiveness of the Vulcan (or at least Spock-
ian) character, It brings to mind the Spartans, who also sat
on a cultural bomb.

This would mean that in the pon farr situation, it is
one's right to be un-Vulcan. Gne must obey the rules, even
though logic says break them. One may disregard the value
of sentient life. Ooe symbolizes the removal of one'’s self
from the normal value system by an elaborate body ritual, and
by such things as litters. (The use of sentient muscle power,
winere machines, or even aniimals, or one's own legs, would do
the job as well or better, is not only illogical, it is the
sign of degeneracy in a culture. The desire to subjugate
others and make them do unnecessary, humbling tasks at your
will is one of the less attractive traits of humans, and is
surely most ua-Vulecan.) The Vulcan makes these things bearable
to their conscience by claiming a pride in long tradition.
And they teach their children, from an early age, this pride,
and the ceremonial skills,

Spock's terrible familiarity with the weapons shows that
he must have been trained from early childhood in their use. Al-
though long separation from his people had made him clumsy,
he still had within him the powerful controls taught to him in
childhood.. He still overcame his terrible need to kill, and
ceased to fight, at the all-encompassing order of "Kroykah!"
(Stop!i)

It seems clear that there are many complexities as yet
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undiscovered in the Vulcan culture. The culture which pro-
duced Mr, Spock must be a good deal more varied and problem-
filled than the rather dull stereotype we were led to infer
frop early information. We hope that future information will
bear out our belief that the culture is as alien and as inter-
esting as it now seems to be.

"AmOk Time"

"The Deadly Years'

D. C. Fontana, pers. comm.

"A Private Little War'; Dr. McCoy said Spock's heart
as where his "1liver should be."

'"Journey to Babel"

"The Apple"

"Gamesters of Triskellion'

"Immunity Syndgome"

"Gamesters of Triskellion' amd’Patteyns
"Amok Time'

"Journey to Babel"

"Amok Time"

13. Ibid.
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