


BANSH ¢ e
o

Phis is the Jznuary 197/t issuye o7 BAFSHIT, 2 fanzine nublished
irrecsulzrly by ichael Torra of 199 Creat neck Rozd, eaterford, cT
06385. RALSHTI can be obteined for trades, contribution of written

matter or artwork, ¢ substential loc, whim, or 35¢ An '.' in this
space means thot this is your last issue unless vou teke some form
of zction. 4nv uncredited writing is the editors. 1 XX

CONTEETS -
C‘es-t oi!..lil.l....l.llll.'!.‘.l..ll..'l.l..'I.lllll!.llll.ll.!ll“
The View 'rom "round Teef hv Richard ANOIM. s e nssoesnnearssansoassl

“ome Thoushts on Anderson's "The Troblem of Pzint by Patriecl i Te-

Guj_re.u-.-o-c-.-‘ao....cno.--a-o-.-.--.---.--.---a-c..--a-n--n---o.,

r.D\A,O Poems b\r j\nglls TE“’]OI’ 5 6§ 9 % 8 & 0 00 @ T 8 P E DB e 8 a % &8 % 8 3 8 @ b 0 B 8 6 0 ¢ 4 8 5 4 0 0 l16
rom "The emoirs of Sir Toin" bhv .Temes A. 2T e R o AR e -
Proeress Renrot on the " ho's “ho of Fandom” bv en. . Ozenne....19

You'--..-.-c-o.-.-..o-.o.o--.-.-oo-o.----.----..---..-.-o.-.------214’

The I!E‘St J.“etid ?I:ee‘.tllllli.l!.l.il'!.l..l.!.llll.l.l.l..lllllllo.'l31

AT ORI
Sheryl Rirkhead o, 23
Gt Yeah B eld i 1 nb, 123,32k
Doueclas Hsan 25
Charles Tee Jeckson II 3,4,12,
199 28550
Tric fayer 11, 15, 1&, 20
Jim c¢Teod frontcover, 13,15,1%
Jason Tescoe hecover
"are Shirmeister 21

Shirmeister g Jackson illos from

jke Glwver . Pagscoe from .James A,
ugll., Canfields from (Crant, bhut
already electrostenciled by  ur-
rav oore. Rirthead on 23 from
2n envelone which fell out of
Hér cony of W.RHONON 27, which
1'd worrowed,




CEST MO

Sunday, ovember 11, 1973, Ouarter to nine, P,II, I've been publ-
ishine a zine for eirht months now, but haven't let verv much of mvself
come into it. So vou don't know me verv well. I'll attemnt to alleviate
this hear, with & disry that' I'11 keep for a weel,

I just got home from # friend's house where we watched the new Perry
acon show. Afterwsrds I said that I'd like to see & lawver show where
he had somebody who wes reslly guilty, but got him off the hook and nut
somebodv else in vrison instead. Then, as soon as T walked in the door,
my younger brother (John, age 14) said that a fan from .'ew Haven had
crlled, #nd that he would call hack at ten. Ve shall see.

Today was spent writine letters and reading gsnatches.of S™C in he-
tween neriods where I cdrowsed. 1t was boring. I tried to interest mv-
self in the footbzll gzmes, but thev were boring too- v.iami or the
Steelers weren't on, and the Cisnts aren't anyv good this yeer so...

le're still unbe:sten =fter eight games, with only & géme on Thunks-
giving left to nlay., The day after [ will be bound for Bermuda to svend
a honefully gl orious weeliend. pow I'1l put this aside and write a
nortion of a storv: then, it's either get to whark on Pat . cCulre's art-
icle, or read some of THZ . aRTIAi CHROI ICTES, which is ROUINCGII

1onday, tovember 12, 1973: I got the ¢all 1lzst night 2t five afger

ten., It seems thet there's @ new fan group in ‘ew aven, & club, and
tev - wanted to know if I wsznted to come to some of their wmeetings.
Sometime soon nerhens I shall, I still haven't met & fan in the

flesh. Thev're going to nublish ¢ zine soon, offset, and they are
soings to be vervy stingv with freebies. Um, I think it would be hard
to do, esneciallv for the first ish of & cluhzine. “e @lso says thev
ave some good zrtists in the sroun, which is another incentive to set
down there., Tots of Yalies in it. T may he one someds v,

Yo didn't hzve school today, so this morning I went ~downtown and
boucht ten resms of naner and a hies stanler., Then 7 gold THT AT.TFN
CRITIC to 2 colleze hookstore. T think. Thev seemec interested, and I
left them mv spare conhy, but a middle ased lady is in charce, so mavhe
che won't like it when she reads it, even though it is clesned un now.
fad a srinder with lots of oil and hot pepper hefore comine home, in my
1953 Internationzl nickun, which has aquired quite a renutation about
“iaterford, nerhaps to the extent of beinz the best kno « vehicle in the
student parkine lot.

I ate & few nesrs and talked with some friends, then got the mail.
FOUR. decent sized zines, uncluding the new mammoth ~ 0O7=IU% TUIT, and @
letter/loc from Brett Cox, which also contained @ story of mine that 1
sent him to read. He nointed out a few minor flaws in stvle, and said that
it had too archaic @ flavor for him, but that overall it was equal in
aquality, if not better, to much of the stuff the nrozines were publishing
now. Cerrold bounced it, but I'1ll correct itReal SOoON Tow and send
it +tA ermclody else,

Pat's article is coming @lons nicely. Tour pb on steneil. I also
wrote a loc 1 Nim O P ) B
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I just got done visitine with my next door neishbor, female, who goes

to the Snooty Private Catholic High School that we destroved on Saturday.
I said thet T Adidn't thikk their field was verv good, &s fields go.
"You always have sownethin< nzsty to sav about our schosl," she eXclg imed.
She's right, I msuzllv do. I actively dislike the place. It messes up
kids heads, gives them a suverioritv comnlex.(the onlv nossible attrac-
tion the place can have is snob anneal) But it's true about the field.

I seem to he writing at lenesth here, so I think T will end this diap
rv after tommorrow, to keen it in manageahle length,

Tuesday, iiovember 13, 1973 quarter to nine ™, ', School todav, but
I didn't really go. Came home after the first neriod zs T wasn't feeling
well, |v temperature when the school nurse checked it wes 97, and 1
didn't fake it at 211. 3But 1 feel fine now.

Snent the morning watchine a half hour of kid's shows (Yogi Bear is
not as cood as I remembered him to he) then workins onf at's article,.
which is all on stencil now, with only a small illo to he inserted re-
mainine. Also finally finished THT . ARTIA,

CHRONICI®S, and read TITT.T, 1™WATHIOQUA, and

parts of 1:0EBIUS TRIT. .or lunch I 222y

had & can of chunky beef soun,
which was excellent. Somehow,
while chatting over lunch with
my mother, I said thet I

have difficulty relating to
people because I think I'm

too sarcastic at times, and
also, perhzsns, too honest.

it is not generzlly well th
thought of to tell & girl that vou think she's

bitchv- more than once in a sinegle night. Also I delight in cutting
down neople, She said that I shouldn't be so honest, and should try to
tmper my sarcasm, which in manv cases anprgches scorn in manv cases,
barelv concealing if at all, dislike. Usually it's directed 2t girls of
mv own age, since thev generallv seem to iesnore me(Thouch T et alone
fine with girls a vear or so younger than I, I don't know manv older
ones very well) Terhans I should nlay “he Game more, ™ut T don't really
think so. .y mother did sey,thoush, that she can understand my hostil-
ity towards certain ones. inother trait of mine that orobably bues peo -
ple is that of using 'bisg' words and also of thinking gf very logical
explanations for things, Usuzlly this is not intentional, unless I know
it will bug peonle, and then sometimes it's planned., 7~ut @again, it's u-
sually only people my own zge, and not evervone in that zge group, ei-
ther . '

I only got one niece of mail today- T“ohn Berry and Ted “hite's zine
FGOBON, which T read immediatly with a great deal of enjovment, and
which I 2l1so locced. ‘Then I drasged out HROT.F IRALI'S SAGA and read the
first part before dinner, which was roast pork with stuffine, gravy, and
cranberry sauce, Pelicious, v favorite meal at home (In a restaurant
it's generallyv duck) I knocked off another sixty pages of Anderson's
book before watching mv only TV for the nieht, DOCTOR T THT HOUST, and
MAUDT, which letter I don't usually watch., DOCTOR is @n intact British
import (as opnosed to such s AIT IN THT TA ' ITY) and is really the best
sitcom on. Anderson's hook is also excellent, and h#s reallyv captured
me. I then tried to eat & nomegranate, but thev weren't as pood as I
had remembered, so I didn't finish.

T really enjoyed writine this, and am tempted to keep it up for an
entire week, but it would sireteh on forever. Someday 1'l11 have to do
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it properly and put out & nersonslzine composed entirely of diarv. Per-
hans T will make this a resular feature here or in my @nazines. low I
shaltl descend the stairs and see if I can con the nifhtcan of creme de
cacao or nenpermint schnanss that I was half nromised., 7 love cordials
and liquers.

I don't think this neriod is all that tvpical of mv life, since it
annears that more of it was spent on fanac than is usual, and I didn't
#o0 to school or nractice durine these three davs., I've cot twelve
np of this zine on stencil now, thoueh none has been corrected., I'm co-
ine to have it ready to run off (those 12pp) Saturdav, and then I can
work g+ py leisure on the rest of the zine, even if new contrihs which
I want to get on stencil rieht awav come in , which I hope thev do. I

may even huild up a bdclloq....

I didn't build up @ b“CklOg As of todav, De cembher 3, 1 haven't
gotten anv more contribs. .or have I cotten the artwork I'd honed to.

I think this is hecause the renro was so bad last time that nobodv's
willing to take & chance. ''hat I've done so far came out nicelv, I
think, so I'll send thish to all the artists on my list, even if the
"last issue" box was checked last time, to see if thev'll resnond to the
better renro. Sure hon so. I'd love %o et mv hands on some more good
art.

We finished the football season unbeanten and untied, and ranked
sixth in the gtate. The dav after Thankseiving, I took & trp to Rermudz
with mv narents. The scenerv there is absolutelv fabulous, but the ho-
tel wes gnersely nonulated, for me at least, with most of the guests be-
ing newlgwides or old folks. J eot a2 lot of reading done. The sand
on Permuda is unbhelievahle. T nicked un a handful of wet sand, squeezed
most of the moisture out, molded it into & ball, and was able to have a
pass with my brother with it. Just a little more cohesive then sand here,

Damndest thins was in HERBAPA 2, There was & cartoon entitled th
Masgnificent Seven" shwoineg seven faneds riding out: TAC, T.0CUS, GRAI_
TATT.O0N, QUTWORIDS, ATGOT., IS. and TO 'ORROY AND,.. Thev're nursulng
2 bunch of smaller zines PR’"“ ISITE (Mow that's on that belongs in

the first erouni) TITT™, SOITGNZ™, &nd °TAD§VID ERIPE The cartoon's
by somebody named Praziman, emned if I know who Qr‘z1man is, He isn't
even listed in the list of Churep members in the 00, 1Is he & hoax?

Anybody want to tell me who he 18, so I can send him a copv? Clyer?
It was a hit of & croppler to cee my o]d hame staring out =zt me like
that.
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“rom Decembher 13 thru 17 I was in the hosnital for excision of a pilo
nidal cvst, which is 2 little lumn st the hase of mv snine which bleeds
and oozes nus. Probablv some of wvou have had them. Terverselw, I rather
enjoved myv stav,

Thursdav, the dav I entered, was uneventful. 1 had a2 hlood test, X-
ravs, the usual thinegs, then wandered about the floor. 4t night, mv na-
rents came to visit, with the dav's mail, the highlisht of which was a
letter from Grant Tanfield, which included the illo vou're coine to see
when you turn the page.

The next day was memorahle for the fact thet I received at least ten
injectionss 3 gntibiotic shots, one sedative, 2 unidentified ones, three
little @nesthetic shots, and then the major shot for spinal anesthetic,
which meant I was conscious during the operation, which lasted about an
hour. I talked to the doctors and generszlly enjoyed mvself durine it.
Then I was wheeled into the postop ward for a few hours, until I couvld
"wiggle my toes" I thouesht that while I wouldn't have any feeline in my
lers, I would he able to move them. Ilone. [ ‘orover two hours , they
were totally immobile., ppere I amused myself bylistenine to to the babb-
linegs of those waking un from ether and bv talkine to the stutent nurses.
When I finallv went back to mv room, I had to stav in hed until half nast
five that nisht. .y mother was waiting there and we had @« nice chat.
Durine it theyv broucsht me some icecream and coke, and also a liverwurst
sandwhich which I disnosed after one putrid hite.

v wrestling coach agme to see me that night, 1 feel sorry for him-
the team has been wreacked by inijuries bhoth this wvear znd last- inijuries and
sickneesses totallv unconncected to wrestline. I will nrobahliwv bhe able to
wrestle, nrhvsicaslly, towards the end of Januarv, but I don't know whether
it'1l he worth it. fy1s0, I want to make Roskone for the entire con rather
than for ijust one dawv,

The food there was fpirly good, and vou have just about zs much of it
as vou want.. 1 was also inundated with gifts of food. v narnets hrough
me some hananas, which I esave to the nurses when I left, some cookies, and
some apnles. v girlfriend !ris bhrought me a tin of cookies (Ves, things
have chansed since I stencil] ed the earlv narts of this editorial. Rut
she is a year vounger than I. She also seems intrisued hv fandom) Ny
grandparents sunnlied & two nound box of candy, I also got = box from mv
father when 1 came home (from out of the vast store of oifts he distributes
to his customers each yesr. ow, whv couldn't he have given me ahottle of
Canadian Club like many of them get?) byt my mother spirited it awav,
"Save it for company." In addition, I got a book on Salvador Dali that
I've been craving, and .ris gave me one of those little statuettes vou
see 1n card and party shons.

There was this crazy ladv on the floor who had heen there for quite a
while with a nosebleed, I wzs walking about my first night there, when

she suddenly said, "Fey : ister, come here." T walked into her room, and
thisgrevhaired monster seid, "J ister, do vou have a mother<"

"Ves 1]

"i'gll, I'm & mother too, et me OUT OF HTRE:!!" She would scream that

all day, to the constant annovance of the entire floor. "VYou wouldn't
treat you own mother this wav," she would sayv. 0Once she threw & cup of
tez at a nurses aid. Put the idijy foregot to remove the cover from the
cun hefore ghedid it. I think thev were foine to ship her to the mental
honsital 2 little distance awav,

I stayed in bed most of the next two days ° watching @&n enormous amount
of tv and doine almost no readine., 0ddlyv, and hannilv, I had no nain from
the operation, '

onday morning, the doctor rame in to cee me fairlv earlv, even hefore
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hreakfast. He removed all the bzndazes, except the one that was sewn
in with mv sutures (it's blood clotted and feels like & rock) and said,
""ine, you can ¢o home tomorrow,"

"Why not todav," I asked. I had not a whit of nain, and could
noint in stavine,

"You want to go hom today? Okav, I'll tell the nurses." And four
hours later I was tvpine un stencils, 1lvine stomach down on the floor, he-
cause I can't sit down vet, Rut it's not too bad, 2nd it looks lik
thish will get out on schedule after all.

#2434

I am now publishing & personalzine called THF ORAVNGUTA: GAZDTT,
which one can recieve for a statement signed by seven witnesses sp cluding
& public notery, signed in your own blood as well, drawn un on parchment,
and further sanctified by the sacrifice of seven 25 year old vireins,
saying that you promise to write me a loc on it. Or if you want to be
totally unfannish about it and take the copout way, you can send me a buck.
Wait a minute, what's this coming into the mailbox? 10, dammit, Juanita,
I meant LIOFEY!

Here are my recommendations for Hugo nominating hzllots. Yes, dammit,
I know it's early but it's on mv mind O¥., In descending order:

BIST FJAWZINWZ: PRTNZISILE, SP COILTNTARY, OUTWORIDS

BZST FAANVRIWZIR: °d Cegle, Susan CGlicksohn, Arnie iatz

BIST FANARTIST: Jim : cleod Grant Canfield, Bill Rotsler (tho I will pro-
bably vote for RBill until he finallv does win ONEee.sss)

o comments on the pro awards because I haven't thought about them
e T - mueh wieits

S€e no

R

vany of vou, of course, queried
me as to exactlv whzt hanpend last
time with the renro. 4fctuallv, I )
don't reallv know. A1l 1 c&n sav 1S
that the electrostencil machine hroke
down, nerhaps from hevineg to do vage
unon page of tynme. (I've been sub-
sequentlv informed thst electrosten-
ciled tvpe never looks good, and I+m
not doing it &nv more) T hvnothesized
that the stvlius had worn down, but

ike Clicksohn wrote that it looks

more like it fell of alltogether. I'll
be content to zccent his exnlanation
and the fact tha ‘the machine is now
working nroperly.

The covers thish were printed hv
Don Santos in the cterford High
School Trint Shop, @nd cost me a
grend total of five bucks for bgth
front #nd hack coverg. 1 knew it _
would he chenzer than in a commerc1a1
prin+tghon, but that fiegure astonished
even me.

i'othing else to sav, so read on,
and YRITT!




Dear Trekkies,

Wadhol;rfs.[ n§misxii fz(i)cggrd ququz Ei‘ QE ‘{g ﬁﬂ&@ﬂl
your friend. I heard e-

bout what you did to @ﬁ?\ @ﬁ@ ;[%QE QEJ:F

George Takail at “ester-
con, and how you made the

rest of us look like the THE ULTIMATE SOLUTIONN TO THE
asshole of the universe, TREKKIF PROBLEM by

hbut then, there's nothing

unusual about that, is RICHARD WADHOLIA
*there. I mean, if 1 were

goine to be mad at vou — E
‘%t? smothering Gedrge Tekail and making the rest of us look llkg thevagsholeo
he universe ‘in San Francisco, then I'd be mad at you for stealing equicon
from the real peonle and makine us look like the assholes of the universe

in the Torres too, or for walkineg around all the halls at TACon right in -
nublic, with your tight black vants and skinny blue shirts and pointed ears
and butch haircuts and making us look like the queerest azssholes in the u-
niverse in my own home town, too, wouldn't I? But I'm not. I want to be
vour friend.

That's why I've come up with a packace deal for 2ll Trekies who want
to get away from it all for awhile--you know, take a little vacation from
the normal people, get together and go erok yourselves, naste Star Trek
stickers on each other and just do what it is that Trekkies are famous for
doing.

The event is the first Treblinkalon, to be held in sunny, hosvitable,
Treblinka, Poland. VYes, Treblinka Toalnd...(*sieh ) vacation varadise for
six million durine the war vesrs, and still a favorite svot for the the nos-
taleic, Treblinka sits in an ideal.jocation, just fifteen miles from the
suntanned heaches of the “ieprz River, just minutes sway from the world
famous Dubowsky Fertiliser pPlant. Yes, vou'll have something to tell your
esrandchildren #f when you come back! You will visit the world's largest fer-
tilizer nlant, Amaze vour friends and neigshbors., Puv niturallv scented
Polish postacards and send them to 211 vour relatives.

And speaking of cran, here's what vou get with the deal:

A prosram

A free, personally autogranhed picture of Tassie

A nude fold out of bLave iee

A daily newsletter, PRTHINSIT?

A Spock is "oxy bumver sticker

Afree, personally zutogrphaed nicture of Tassie

Spock's left ear

Teonard wimoy's left ear

A eandid picture of 'Boneless' i.cCov, playing doctor with .=ajel Barret

A bottle of Wienrz River Yater, good forStrivping off wax and killing
weedws

A free, personally sutogrvhaed picture of ILassie

A map of Treblinka, with all the sites of interest (the fertilizer
plant, the sporting house, the Roger W, Yzbrysky Hemmeroid ;emorial )left
out, and a free, @utozrnhed niceure of Tassie.

For your fan guest of honor, we've invited Charles 'anson,who also hap-
nens to be the camps activites dieremtor. Yes, Charles lizanson, star of
stage,screen, and electric chair, world renowned for his charisma and
outlandish sense of humor, will divulege his witty anecdotes on, amone
obllier things, life in nrison, Sharon Tate, and hie corial 13ifs with the
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richand famous. Afterwards, he has promised to demonstrate some of the
ways he has used to fset dull cocktzil parties scr recning.

Tor pro gcuest of honor, we've sealrched the world, Ye've invited leo-
nard lNimov, Cene Zoon, Herlan Tllison, David (vum wvum) Gerrold, Tonto,
Tthyl llertz, the Avon Tedv, 7ad Rishon, Cabrielle Drike, Cav ellis, 7d Stra-
ker, and Sam “rvin. Yes, those are just a few of tke peonle who won't bhe
coming. “hat we've come up with is Cornoral Adolf 3chicklegrubber,an old
WY I veteran most famous Ffor his work, TROD 07 TH™ SWASTIIA. He too has
promised to take a hand in the camn's activites. -

So come see the sishts, let your hair down for a weekend, £0 vcwn to
the Treblinka Hoffsbreu and get gassed, eoe the guard towees, let vour
children visit the Children's Zoo and pet the German Shenherds, Relax
with other Trekkie ‘reirds snd talk about Trekkie things. Telieve me,

77 when you get out, vour friends won't know vou! Trust me, I want to
be your firgend.

22X/ 677 Son Voyage

Richard “adholm
(The a2dult that likes trekkies best!)
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(Some of the ideas in this essay were sugzested, in the course of casual
correspondance, byt Sandre i iesel, Give her about 25 of the credit, and
me all of the blame.

Poul Anderson hes recently invented & new @lien race for the Polesotech-
nic League/Terran fmnire/Commonality future history: the Ythrians. These
winged sophonts seem to have taken & powerful hold on Anderson's imagina-
tion, for he has already used them in two short stories and one novel. The
novel, THE PEOPLT OF THI WIKD (Signet, 1973) seems on the whole successful,
but both the short stories asre failures. And both largely for the same
reason, I think. The climex of each comes in the discovery of some trait
of the Ythrians, @nd idess are the place to begin stories, not to finish
them. The stories, in fact, read rather as if Anderson were tryine to get
a little more milesze out of backeround invented for the novel.

The first of them, "Yine's of Victory(Analog, April 1972) is fairly
straiechtforward. Anderson has figured out a way for a flying creature arge
enouch to maintain on intelligent brain to exist on a fairly Barthlike
nlanet.(Actuslly, Apderson states that the hasic jgenceme from John Camp-
bell) The problem is the enerey outlav necessary to maintain a2 being that
larce in flieht. The common opinion has been that this is impossible in an
Tarthlike environment, the limiting factor apparently bein~ the suvplv of
sufficient oxysen to hhe wineg muscles. Anderson's tale displavs a way a-
round this difficulty, & £ill-like ‘'supercharger' aerating the H1e0.d imme-
diately bhefore it reaches the flight muscles.

The @nnouncement of the viece of infenuity is the entire storyv:s In wha
I think are early Technic times, a ship of the first Terran Grand Survey
lands on Ythri. A scouting exnedition leader is a steriotype ineteenth
centure German (i.e. both overly theoretical and prone to violence, hbut
no Nazi) As he knows there can be no winged sonhopnts on Ythri, he has no
compunctions = about shooting at the large birdlike crreatures that attack
the party as they go prying gbout deserted dwellings. Fortunately, our
nerOwho has what I think is an Armenian name) figures out the truth in the
nick of time, the scouting partv makes its escape, and hero gets the =zirl,
She, by the way, is Japanese Russian, and has spent the storv being Orient-
ally feminine and demure, while contradictoradly being the weapons officer

rhere are 'human interest' elements kicking around the edges here--our
Germon Theoretiker gives the hero such a hard time because he is unsure

SOME THeoueHTS 0N
ANDBDERSON'S
THE PDROBILEM o©F PN’

by PATRICK L. McGUIRE
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of himself and does not know how to make an impression on the girl, for
instance-~but these do not c¢ongeal in the parallel plot so frequent in An-
derson's technical-nroblem stories. The style is somewhat weak too, with
allusions to Simon Templer and sundry bits of archaic odern “nglish

mixed into no obvious effect.

The next story, the one I am really concerned with here, is "The Pro-
blem of Pain" which appears in the February 1973 F~S* (and which has been
subsequently anthologized in THI BZST OF Pa&SF, 24FH SERIZS) Apain, the cli-
max of the story hinges on 2n interesting idea concerning the Ythrians.
But this time he has 2zlso made what looks like an honest attempt to tell a
moving human story.

Anderson has zlwayvs been moderately fond of stories with narrative
frames, and he has used @ lot of these devices lately. Consider the very

comnlicated one in THZERT WILI BE TLi®E, "Wings of Victory" has a faceless
narrator does little excent to clutter up the story, but "The Problem of
Pain" has a substential nearretive framework. "ipst we are introduced to the

mareinally habitable planet Lucifer( a symbolic name ) where the anonymous
first narrator and second narrator, Peter Berg, are part of an expedition
conducting a# feasibility study. Rers and the first narrator are isloated
from the rest of their group for mcnths ata time, so they get to know each
other quite well. The nerrator is an agnostic sympatheti to relieion, and
Bers seems to be some sort of Cetholic. Perhaps not @& Roman Catholic-- in
addition to existing divisions, Anderson has introduced #Jerusalem" Catho-
lics in THZ POEZPLT 0. THE WIND-- but no unequivocal differences with Roman
Catholic belief zre exnressed within the story. One night Bereg and the
first narrator have rather much to drink durineg and after dinner, and they
set to discussing matters philosphical and religsious. Rereg lets it slip
that something has made him very unsure that God is love, and once he has
said that much, he determines to tell the whole story:

Just after they have gotten out of the university, Berg and his new
wife ship out as technical experts as part of an Ythrian survey expedition
to an Farth-like (and hence also Ythri-like) planet-- they call it Gray, but
it will be renamed Avelon in THE PZOPIE OF THT WIND. Berg has developed
#n interest in one of the two religions whih & widespread following in the
nredominant Ythrisn culture, the "Wew Paith" (the "0ld Faith" is described
in "The Problem of Tzin" only as being nagan and involving "bloodv rites.”
In THT PIOPTT 0OF THT “IIMD o reference is made to "sacred revels" emploving
drues.) BRerg Believes that Chrlstlﬂnltj is valid only for humans. In fact,
Anderson seems to feel thet this is is alreadv general Catholic teaching,
since Rerg Seyvs, "”"v back before space travel, the Church decided Jesus hac
come only to Tarth, to men. I presume'space travel' started in 1961 or at
least 1969. A charascter kEn an earlier storv ("The Word To Space" by
'"iinston P. Sanders' 7&S? December 1960, says "The Vatican decided more thar

a hundred years ago, back when snace travel was still 2 mere theory, that
the mission of Our TLord w*s to Earth only, to the human race, ") T have had
occasion to do & modera amount of reserach on the subject, #nd have not

come across anything so conclus1ve as this would suggest, though this line
of thinking does indeed seem to prevail emong Catholic (and also among, at
the least Anglican) theologians. It is hard, after 211, to see what point
God's becoming a man could have for nunhuman's, unless humxnkind is taken
s pepresentative of 211 material intellisent beirgs, which is rather a
leap, and which still does nothing @bott the fact that certain other races
would be forever separated from ours by snace and time.

Anyhow, Berg Suspects that the liew Faith may be a revelation te the
Ythrians equivalent %o Christianity for humans, and he hopes that the study
of the llew Peith mey enrich humzns' knowledge of God. Degrees of religious
de wotion are 2bout as various among the Ythrians as among humans, but one



of the expedition, Tnherrian, is
devout, and Berg hopes for some inter-
esting exchances, )

Shortly after 8Yrivil, Repg
and his wife Olga (0Qlga is the name
of the spaceshivn in "Wings of Vic~

tory &s well-- &nyone for Siec-
nificance-Hunting?) @#long with En-
herrian, his wife, and their two
grown childre, set out by boat to in-
vestigate & patch of 'atlantis weed'
an immense mat of vegetation forming a
a floating island,., (Which immediately
brines to mind C.S. Lewis' PERFT.ANDRA
and its various relgious connotations)
A hurrican blows up and sends thwhoat
onto rocks. T‘nherrian's daucshter dies
saving Berg--and the survival equipment
strapped to him. The others make it
safely to land. Rerg at this point
leanns that the lew fa2ith holds that
there is no afterlife., DNonetheless, En-
herrian is satisfied that his daugh#er
made & & 3 end, which is to say that
she"had " deathpride" and "gave God Honor" Berg puzgles over what these cor
cepts may signify. DNex}, Tnherrizn has & wing sliced off by what is later
named a surgeon tree, one of Gray's many highly develoned nlants. For an
Ythrian, loss of 2 wing m&ans 2 slow death; plysiologicelly and psychologi-
cally the beings @re meant to fly. Berg fears that Tnherriasn may attempt
suicide, but when he confides this to the Ythrian's wife, she rejects the
suggestion indisna nity-- "He would never roh God of Honor"'

As their nortsble redio went down with the daushter, the partydecides to
hack a laree symbol in the vegetation to atfr=ctthe attention of rescue air-
craft, The symbol they choose, interestingly enough, is ¢ cross. 'hile
they labor at this substantial task, 0lga tends Tnherrisn. rext she falls
sick; with a wrackingly p=inful @2ilment which is sure to kill her. Tater
the difficulty is traced to @nother of Crav's plants, the “hell shrub”
which gives off & vapor noisonous to man though harmless to Ythrians. Rerg
escer eslits full effects by goine off to work on the signal whiz 0lez stayec
behind in camp. She is in & frenzy of pain, so Berg gives her a sh-tto al-
low her to sleep, to sleep until death comes. Then he goes off alone to
confront God: "'hy did You do this to her, why did You do it?'" (It would
probably be better Cahtolic teheology to ask "Why did You let this happen
to her?" ©Not perhaps, & very erormous distinection, especizlly considering
Berg's emotional state =zt the time, but perhaps monetheless & significant
one.) After awhile, Berg reconciles himself to his impending loss and re-
turns to camp. Somehow, cespnite the medicine, 0lga has regained conscious-
ness and is in fierce nain. After an additional period of agony she dies.
But Berg is still puzzled about why 0Olgs regained consciousness. He decides
Enherrian must have given her a stimulent, brought her back to suffer
more. Enherriesn, when zccused, admits this so freely that Berg's first
thought is that the Ythrian is trying to goad Berg into putting him out of
his misery. 2ut of cousse it is 21l & cultural misunderstandine, and one
which serves as the occasion for the expounding of the central tenets of
the New *aith,

Berg is pnarticularly struck by their anwer to the 'probhlem of pain'

A loving God who wishes to endow his creatures with free will may have to




nermit it if they choose to do evil , but why should the world of nature
2lso be filled with causes of suffering, whether in the reather spectacular
forms they have taken on Grey or in more ordinary guise such a&s disesse and
senility? The New Faith avoids this quandry simply by zsserting that God 1is
not all-1oVing. But neither is he some celestial tortuerer. Rather, he

is the MNunter, ond the universe is @ great hunting ground. "He re joices in
our happiness the wey we might rejoice to see a game amimel gamboling. Yet
2t 1ast He comes after us. Our noblest moment womes when we, knowing he 1is
irrestiable, give Him & good chase, give him a good fight... Ye're dead,
struck dowmn, lingerine ¢t most &a few yesrs in the memories of those who es-
caved this time. 4And thet's whgt Wwe're here for. Thaet'sw hv God created
the universe."

Berg finds himself impressed by this belief, if not won over. He is
still, five vesrs later, wondering if it does not perhans present a more a-
ccurate view of things than does his Catholicism. rHere Berg's account ends.
The first narrator sugzest that he might find somethine useful in Job, but
that he just doesn't know. And there the story itsslf ends.

T think the only level on which it wholly succeeds 1s in the creation of
a religion aporopriate to the Yhtrians., The exclusionof a belief in an af-
terlife may simvly indicate that the liew Faith is a relicion which develonped
in ¢ fairly advanced culture, 0On Zarth, belief in continued existence after
death seems very widesn»nread, though usually the afterlife is not verv plea-
sent. Only in TIether late variants of, say, Christianity, Judaism, or Pud-
dnism (and in modern secularism) do you set the idea thet this existence is
211 there is to it. But the idea seems especizlly suited to the Ythrians,
who, thanks to their generallv high rate of metabolism, augmented still fur-
ther when they ere flying with their 'superchargers' mnust feel the aliveness
of each moment much more then human beings can. The concent of existence
awey from this world- or ®wen of resurrection in the future- might not come
easily to these sophonts. 'Thile Ythrians are @ hunting neonle more than a
werrior peonle, it seems not inappropriate that the New ‘'zith should empha-
size hhe same sort of coursge in the face of an ultimetly hostile universe
as Aid the barbsrien-stese Germenic peoples. TFinally, this is & convincing
releion for the Ythrisns es cernivores., They &re one of the largest flying
creatures on Ythri, and thev co-operate socially. Consequently they must
olmost’ never know defest in the hunt. And pursuit of szme is much more in-
oeroined into the Ythrisn neture than it is in the human, despite mankind's
tens of thousands of vears in hunting cultures. This ig illustrated in the
retention of hunting notifs amone the Ythrians even in Tr® TPIOPLE OF THE
WIND, after centuries of Terth given technoloev and centuries of Iron- Age
ranching before that. And yvet, the Ythrians &re o sonhont, sociagl species.
ILike humans, they heve some concention of the unity of 1ife, and probably
have nassed through & period of @nimism. In short, they are quite likely
to identify(nerhaps subconsciously) with their prey, and to feel guilty a-
bout klling it. Similer feelings on Tarth have led sometimes to religious
vegetarianism, sometines to rituals of apology to zn animal totem, in whjichp
e Lianber exnlains that he must kill for food, offers some sort of com-
nensation, ete. For the Ythrizn, the problem is more
acute. As he has subverior n:stural endowments plus
tool-making ability, he czn almost never come to
harm in & hunt- certeinly not often enough to ra-
tionalize it as o Ffoir fight, es 2 human might
with, say, @ bear. And the Ythrisn phvsiologi- £
cally cannot shift eny significant paft of his R #fﬁ\
diet to plants. ior, it seems, is he psycholog- X > L)
iecally capable of uweening the faet of slaushter
under the rug as we do in our present day so- ‘//\Q(N\
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ciety. (For that matter, butchers have low
social status in many cultures.) The
Ythrian, shortly, may well be burdened
with guilt not only for actions which

seem imevitable in the agrregate,

but which are individually pre-

ventable (as is the case with hu-

mans) but for what he must do simply

to live. (The case of humans who feel
guilty over simnly bein g alive after

o disaster which has killed most of their
friends and family is rather similar.,) It
is a false ~cuillt of course, but that makes
it no less pressine.

In THRR® WITI RBR® TII"F, @ woman from a
hunting and raidine culture exnoudds her ohil-
osonhy of 1life. "'Sides,' Teonce said candidly,

'the weak so down'less thev're luckv 2n' gct somho-

dv strone to suard them ., An' in the end, come the 0l'Man, we're all weak, "
She thought for a moment. 'Could he,' she mused, was I undying, I'd never
kill mdére™n spud~an® it only for food, But I'will die,  I'm in the game
too.'" It is this philosophy which the new 7aith e laborates. For their
mental stability, it is helnful. that the Ythrians see themselves as "in the
gzme." But their preyv certainly does not hunt the Yhtyrians, nor do other
Ythrians do so with sufficient frequency to make this a fundament of ohil-
osophy. So qualities of a hunter must be impressed upon God so that he will
w1l ance the scales. If everyv one of life's mishans can be ascribed to a di-
vine Hunter who will strike each Ythrisn down more surely than the Ythrian
seizes his pwa prey, then Ythrians too are in the game, znd not exercising
an unfair advantage.

' This we can regard as Anderson's "bright idez," and it is a good one.
However, as in "Winss of Victorv" the idea comes at the end of the story
and does not recieve much develonment. Other elements are much weaker.
Anderson seemS to have set the story up as a "theological problem storv "
analagous to his technical problem stories, Rlish's A CASE OF CONSCIFNCE,
Clarke's "The Star"and liiller's "Conditionallv Human "would he genuine ex-
amples of this type. That Anderson has such an intention is suggested bv
the storv's title, and bv the fact that both Reres and the first narrator
discuss it in these terms. ©But on this level it won't work. Consider how
much the storv denends on Berg's substantial sniritual immaturity.

A man nearly thlrty, exnerienced and well read, who must share a one-
room hut with a nonbeliever for months, and who still savs mornine and e-
vening pravers aloud? It is hardlv, after all, as if Rerg were a iloslem
and had a prtentiallv annovine custom imnosed upon him by reliesious law,
Ferhaps, of course, we see here the result of simnly a different culture.
The first narrator does make a point of Berg's bhackwoods upbringine. TPut
there are other instances. ‘/hen Berg says a nrayer for the soul of Tnherr-
izn's daughter, he asks himself if she 'would truly want rest,' as if a
state of spiritual neesce were incompatible with vigorous activity. “or the
question even to arise in the mind of someone (at this time) well into his
twenties calls into deep question the quality of his relgious education...
Or the orthodoxy of his sect (as we have seen, it might be schismatic) in
which latter case it certainly is not renresentative of Christianity as
o whole, as it wayld have to be for a good pxablem story.

Berg's anxiousness to avoid the sight of SUlfexine, to hide from him-
self acnects of the nature of the universe, blinds him w. certain elements
of overlap whiech Ao ezis\ betweern Catiiolicism a d the New ~f&.iw.  He is well
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enough indoctrinated to worry abhout the possibility of Tnerrisan's suicide,
but he seems never to have zsked himself whether anv conclusions about the
Christian resnonse to suffering could be drawn from the fact that this act
is forhidden. At the risk of stretching this noint too far, one could even
ask whether it is a subconscious judeement on what he would do in a like
case which causes 3Berg to suspect that Tnherrian, forhidden by his religion
to kill himself, is trvine to goad Bere into doing the hob for him.

During the shiowreck, Berg is mindful enough ofthe example of Christ's
death to repeat a snatch of what according to Tuke were His dving words:
"*Into Your hands /I commit mv spiri§7'" (Christ in turn is quoting Psalm
31) 3But later he neglects Christ's previous example of refusing the p2in-
killing wine mixed with myrrh offered to him just before the Crucifixtion.
(i'ark 15:23) Rere desires to spare his wife pain at all costs: he would rat-
her that she passed unknowing and unnrepared into death than that she
whould suffer an hour's 2conv, This antisentic near-euthanesia would seem
more characteristic of & modern technocracv (a2and has been vortraved as such
within science fiction by, sav, Bradburv or | iller) than °f any ofthodox
form of Christianity.

A degree of sniritual immaturity, thousgh in this case of & nearlv un-
iversal sort, can also be seen in Rers's particularistic approach to suf-
fering. Despite a commitment both before and after his exneriences on
Crav to the brotherhood of men--to the brotherhood of s nhonts, for that
matter -- Berg has not been driven to the voint of "not foreivine God" by
the continued sufferings of peonle We does not know--although, once havine
been disturbed, he does include them in his aregument. ather, what drives
him to the point of crisis is the pain of his wifeandperhaps more particu-
larly, his own pain at her loss, This does not, of course, destroy the
forces of his rational argument. Berg mav be saving, in effect, that he
did not know what real suffering was until it happened to him and to his
friends and his wife, @and that he finds & God who would allow it to be un-
acceptable, Still, as & seneral arsument, this is rather we:zk.

Rerg's acceptance of the superiority of the iew 'aith response to the
"“problem of pain" then, would seem to stem mostly from an inability to un-
derstand, much less accept, what it is that his own tradition savs on the
subject. Perg admits, "'"That I couldn't do wes foreive CGod.'" If he ha'd
proesressed from this point to'onen warfare® if he .1lowed his resentment to
come out in the open, nerhans it misht have burnt itself out, and in any
case it would have been there to examine. But Rerg finds this course
unacceptable, nerhans too much at variance with what avpears to be signs of
God's soodness. Consequentlv, he turns to an uneasv compromise., Instead
of Cod the Torturer, he accents the Ythrian concent of God the Hunter, and
annarent Signs of goodness in the world can he explained as the result of
Cod's gamekeening,

A final reason why this will not work as a 'problem stary'is that An-
Aderson isnores whole arezs of argumentation. Desnite alleged years of
reading and discussion, Bere seems isnorant of numer~us lines of snecula-
tion. 7Fven an omnipotent CGod cannot make 2 round triangle, for (as C.5 Tew-
is says) a meangingless statement does not take on meaning just bhecause
someone puts "God can" in front of it. It is at least conceivzble that 2
universe with sonhonts but without suffering entails & similar logiczl im-
possibility. (After all, squaring the circle looked possible to generations
of mathematicians before it wes nroved a contradiction in terms.) There
are arguments based on the "autonomv of nature.," Gtor example, 1t can be
nroposed that natural czlamities will arise in any universe according to
consistent natural laws, znd that if God intervened to stop each one of
them, it would be in essence takine away sophont's freedom of action: You
can't act eff ctively if the rules keev changing on you. There are ana-



lyses tracing almost all of the 'problem of
peéin to the 'nroblem of evil' which Rerg
finds satisfactorily exnlained by Christ-
ianity (end not by the New Paith, which
seems to be one reason why he does re-
main within the Church) If it were not
for the ectivites of generations of
sometimes-evil humans, Ythrians, and so-
phonts, Rerg might never have found him-
self in a sm2ll boat in the middle of a
hurricene on 2n unfemilisr planet. Iluch
of the disease in »nrimitive cultures would
disappear if their ponulations had anv regard
for the minor virtue of cleanliness. Very
few calamiteis do not have a humen element in
them somwhere.
"inally (so longz a@#s he does remain @ Christian)
Berg should have the examnle of CGod himself in the person of Christ that
howewer suffering mayv have gotten into the world, once it is there, it can
be put to redemptive use.

This 1s not to s#y thet zny of these lines of argument are intellectu-~
ally convincing or emotionally- satisfving. That must remain & matter for
individual decision. It is, however, to assert that 1) on & 'nlot level’
it is implausible that Berg has been searching for yvesrs without encoun-
tering such arguments, znd 2) that on a themetic level, snderson has not
created & theological wroblem on the order of (to repeat previous examvples)
Blish's A CASE 0O CONSCITNCE, or even Clarke's "The Star." (it takes about
ten seconds to 'solve' the problem nosed by the latter: The star was going
to 20 nova anvhow--that had heen settled since its condensation hillions of
years before--and whet better way to go than in signalins the redemntion of
fellow sonhonts?...But the first impact is universal and vrofound, which
is not the case in ,nderson's storv,)

What Anderson does neave is the makings of &n excellent character study-
compare Freda in TE. 330K SYORD, whose Christianity is @#lso sincere bud
confused, and who, like Rere, must contend with #n alien helief svstem-
that of the elves and the nszen humens. RBut, thanks to the emphasis An-
derson gives to »nrohlemic elements, in "The Prohlem of Pain" this
character study does not reallw emerge.

The llorals of this essey are, first, that briesht
1dees,“d”fl°hlﬁrlj those $hut 1ok - like sninoffs
from one's latest novel, should bhe developed :
throughout a2 story, not drowvped into the end: e e
and second, that if the problem in one's e lop
'nrob 1@ story' is probhlemic only to the
hero, then what you really have is a tale of
cheracter, and you would do well to write it
2s such,

Anderson has the integrityv to teke on,
within a fremework which can be apprecizted
at some level hy #lmost every reader, the
really important questions of existence which
~ton ~mny other sf writers sre content to ig-
nore, It 1s this which make his successes
so extremely valueble, and his feilures so
disappointing,




TWo BOEMS

by ANGUS TAYLOR

COTTAGE
everyone's ninnles ere srect today
like the neriocic teble from which
I wade hin deep into the cold jade se&
s savaze with 2 recoilless memory

0ld mythologies come to mind
cuerrilles leave the jungles
of underground necessities

in the core city

ancient center of corruntion

sg random buresvcresev dictates

the children chant advertisements from the nlayerounds

we are naked so nale cold
we are like minnows ceught in & crvstal vase

stay with me says the ladv
she is waitins for the warriors
and crylng

the first sixteen lines of this noem &are nlagiarized
from various noeas in writ number two
the last three zre not

THT PHARMOH'S DRIAN

three vesrs bevond the dos star
lost in ¢ tensled sky

our sails' remembhrance

of thet sunmmer sun

still flune vus headlong

into winter =nd the nizht
four cold Yings

fallins

cown the convex side of time
cocooned in gold

snd we itine faor rculrtin




FREOM ‘THE MCAICIRS
¥ SIR LeiRn’

by JATTS A. HAIT,

Yes, we kniehts are & hardy lot, but we do have our own peculizr brand
of problems that ordinary folk don't even suspect. Thev see a knisht &nd
they sav, "He's got it made." Permit me & sarcastic leugh here. Still, I
think that these problems of ours bring us closer to the commoners in a
strance way; this, I sunpose, is latures wav of equalizine =11 men.

for instance, we, being heroes and knights and 2ll, have no privacv to
speak of; and can you possibly imasgine being on one of those three-day
marches in that hot, all-encompassing armour? (I was mortzl glad when thev
brought out the new models that could be removed within“a few hours. That
was the real problem of armour--it couldn't be removed readily; we rujined
more horses that way. But really, the big nroblem was our love life,

It is, in this time, customary to find and marr one's ladv-love hbv res-
cuing her from an ev il (black, usually) knight, denraved knight (any color,
most of we knights are) troll, ogre, drascon, demented wart-hog, lice or any
of sundrv other poorly intentioned creatures. This obvious difficulty cost
many knicshts their love 1ife plus their 1life. Such is our lot: we live as
we must.

I, of course, was not &s unfortunate as some of the other pnoor chans.
It is a well documented fact that my lady Cert is one of the fairest( if not
the fairest) damsel in all of Camelot. Oh! how well do I remember our fir
first meetine...

It was on a bleak November dav, The sun shone hitter in the skv,
castine faint shadows and aspirations unon the dead leaves that littered the
forest floor. I remember the nuncent sicklv aroma of mv horse. I was alone
coing home after slayineg a rather enormous giant sunflower that had been
terrorizing the local populace with shade. Proudlv, I carried its head as
& trophy on the end of my lesnce. Svuddenly, from mv rieht side, I thouesht I
had detected a loud scream for help. Swiftly, I swerved to the left, but
I had misjudeged the echo from my armour-- I found mvself in dire straits,

g creek.

“ell, being in the creek wasn't the bad part hecause we needed a bath
snyways. 0On the other side of the creek was the real trouble., There was
lovely Gert tied to a stake, which had a seeminely uncomfortable proximity
to a bonfire. And, armed with huee spiked cluhs, were three of the most
feared denizens of ’‘ngland--Toadmen! I shivered involuntarily. Thev had
seen me, and were waiting. "Swwork, Svwork," they croaked obscenelv. I
had to fight them. I had my pride and renutation to live un to, besides
it's almost impossible to run in armour, and my stupid horse( thm t's the
last time I bought a thorouszhbred) had gotten stuck in the mud. I drew
my sword, and advanced,

And advanced. Mifteen minutes later I ensaged them. With a tree at
my back Lo prevent atlack from lhe vear, and spurred on hy words of en-
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couragment from the ladv (. kKill the little bastards! ") I fourht well. ad
the Toadmen been any higger, I misht not have won; as it was, their eleven
inch stature zave me one hell of a time. Still, I won: picked up my

nrize; unloosed the damn horse, and set out for home.

The ride back wasn't much fun, damn armour. Once home, though, we were
wedded in accordance with the law, and lived haprnily ever after until the
following year when I finally got out of the armonr that had rusted on me.
Well, all I can s2y is how the hell did I know that she wanted a nlatonic
relationshin?

; Don't see much of Gert these davs, we're separated. I have enlisted

in the crusdades and exnect to be ordered into action soon to rape and loot.
Am hopning this new 'snap-off' armour works. If it doesn't, well that's

the hreaks.
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I no longer know exactly when it was that I read the '3 magazine
that started me off- it was most nrobablv ahout mid-June 1973. Anywayv,
someone hapnened to mention that there hadn't been & fannish "vho's "ho"
for a looong time.

Being a relative newcome to fandom then (as 1 still am) the notion of
a'Who's Who' struck me as being a great idea. It still does.

I was on a train when 1 read the i"3f zine, and bhefore the end of the
journey, I had convinced myself that nobody could be hetter suited to re-
medyg the deficit then I. After all, I was then writineg as many letters
as anyone in fandom (I still em) Since the whole thing would manifestlv
have to be handled hv letters, no other qualification seemer neccessary.

A dav or two after that train journeyv, I was telling "ric Tindsav a-
bout mv creat idea. Fe was verv skentical, but agreed to run off the
questionairre for me, nrovided I would include what became question 12,

T think he hzd some vague ideas of seeing that my lebhours would he used
in the future even if the immensity of the nroject overcame mv enthusiasm.

Anywav, Tric asked me what T intended to use in the wav of questions.
That was a little further than I had thought, but I hezged 2 piece of
naper and jotted down the questionaire that follows. "ith onlv minor al-
terations in worcdine, that was the questionaire T used:

1, T'ame
. Adress (may be withheld if desired)
. AMoe (mav be withheld if desired)
. Year you storted reading S
. Year vou entered fandom
. ‘'annish @ctivities.
. fannish claims to fame (if any)
3. lame as many *N7s as you can (minumum ten)
. ilhich nrozines do vou read?
10. How many fanzines do yvou get? :
11, Are yvou willine to renly to casual carre Spo ndance”? V“yyg/

2
3
I
5
6
7
’.;
9

ITAYRBE

12. Are you wliline to fill out a more detailed questionaire?
Y7S /M0

13, Add anythine else wvou wish known.

Results of this questionaire will bhe used to comnile and interim
"ho's “ho in ‘"andom' Tt is honed to include 2ll actifen- but if vou
don't renly vou don't set included, Taneds are asked to reneat this
questionaire in their zines, hut nlease, nobhodv resnond more than once.
MAnd no hoaxes, folkees. Tezdline is 31-12-1973, hut nlease renly sooner
for vossiblv earlier publication.

Those readers who have heen around fandom for '‘lons enourch to remem-
her the 1961 questionzire for the last '*ho's Who" and nrobahlv just a-
hout evervone else, will see that there are some slarine omissions from
the questions I asked, Telieve it or not, I wasn't quite stupid enough

/\
PROGRESS REPORT ON THE
"WHO'S WHO IN FANDOLI"

by KEN W, 0ZANNA
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to think I had a definitive questionaire. Nor did I think it likely
that many fans would be willing to take the time and trouble to fill out
s long questionaire with so little guarantee of seeins #nything come of
it as I could provide. .v idez was, and is, to pet out some kind of an
interim "Yho's Yho" in o reasonablv short time, srmed with that, I in-
tend to take a considerably longer neriod to pnroduce & much more subh-
stantial volume. 1In between, all goinge well, I should be able to nut out
one or more sunpnlementarv booklets,

That is for the future, however, Tet's get hack to "Jgyne, v

On the dev after I had conceived the questionaire, I had silk-
screened it onto & bunch of zerograms. The silk-scerening was neccesary
hecause it turned out that Tric's mimeo would not handle Australian are-
ograms. Thev are too wide. hose of wvou who have seen one of those aer-
osrams will remember the noor job I made of them., I lezpped to loathe
the task of silk-screenine, particularlv on “ric's make-shipt equipment.

1t seemed obvious to me that I should aim to set my questionaire
vrinted in asma nv fenzines &s possible. Faving had all the aerograms
I possessed silk-screened with the questionaire, it was not difficult to
include it with every letter I sent out.

0f course mv usual circle of acquaintances was not wide enough, so T
wrote a lot of beggine letters, askine faneds to include the thine in
their zines and usuzlly 2sking for a sample gonv of their zine as well,
The surnrising thing is that so many did both. 7There were onlv two who
refused to run the questionaire, both for what I considered excellent
reasons, ‘0 doubt there were others who simply trested me by jenorine
it- thet was only to be expected.

In the course of several weeks, I sradually exnanded my vision of the
number of zines I would shoot for. I think I may have started with a-
bout fifty, which sizht I rzised to 100 and then to 200. Rut I was not
to reach the 1ast target, thougsh I think I reached the first two (I lost
count of the nuiber of begging letters somewhere in the °0s)

] have always tried to respond to everv letter I have recieved. It
just seemed a matter of
common cour tesy. Unfor-
tunately, I continued
that attitude as res-
nonses to the question-
aire hesan to trickle
in, That meant that &
steadily increasing
nroportion of mv cor-
resnondance was with
neonle who had zlresdy ]
responded. (Actually,
unfortunately is & poor
choice of words here.

I have come to corres-
pond with & lot of fine
pcople and I don't re-
epreat that for a mom- '
ent.) Also, 1 bhegen

to ecet delusions of
egrandeur as 1 found

how easy it was to have
material publishad in s
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fanzines. I hesan to write'for
money.' The fact that I have
vet to obtain any for my writ-
ing hasn't meant that I haven't
spent a lot of time trving.

In short, my available
time began to grow limited
and then non-existent. #
situation that will be
familiar to every fan that
has been active for much
more than five minutes.
“aturallyv, it was new to me.

T think I went the hest pnart
of a month without writing

to anv new fanzines hefore I
realized what was hanpening.

It was ,when I did realize
this that T stopped hoasting
ahout renlvineg to every letter
I cot on the day 1 g0t it. 1ncrea-
sine my time to renlv to resulajy cor-
respondants did buyv me some time to send
out further conies of the questionaire,
hut I was never able to regain the o-
riginal momentum. oreover, I did
not relinquish my boast of loccing
every fanzine I have recievecd on the
day I recieved it, althoush that
has now changed to loccing everyv
fanzine I recieve within 24 hours
of getting it, that boast is sub-
stantially intact. (Thet chanpe
was forced on me when mv mail
deliverv changed from the ear- ™
ly mornins to an hour which
ensured that T did not set it
until my return from work,
which is often &t 10:00 T )

Ryt time continued to
slin away until suddenly
there was little noint in

tryine to have the quest-
ionsire prublished anv- Z
where else. It is now

nrobably too close to the
deadline to expect to get it
in any more fmz. The fol-
lowing figures may therefore
be taken as final:
I sent the questionsire to @bout 7
75-100 faneds in the U3
10-20 in Asustralis
10-20 in the UL
5-10 in Canads
1 in South Africe
1 on the Turonean continent.
There were also & few individuals T sent it to, on the grounds that

4
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that 1 especially wanted to include them., Anyvone having adresses for
Claude Degler, "'=1t :illis, or Charles RBurhee is corgi allvipy vited to
give me same, or, hetter, to send them a conv of the questionaire wvour-
self.

I recieved considerahle criticism of the cuestionsire:indeed, them »
was at least one nerson who took excention to everv cuestion excent 1,
2, °3, isuch of it wes justified and wvou mav exnect that the next gquest-
ionaire will Jook substentiallyv different. (Assuming I don't gafiate in
the menatime)

Tasilv the least nonulsr auestion was 7, larselv, 1 think, bhecause
manv fen thousht their list would he nublished next to their nsme. Ac-
tuallyv, I intend to make 2 combined list, in order of number of votes.
BNFs are 211 those that fandom generally regards as such and no others,

This nart of the questionaire could he handled indenendently of the
rest and I have tried to keep up with the hig list @s renlies gghe in.
So far, there have heen ©lmnst 300 veovnle listed 2s T1'7s at least once.
(lot counting i ickey ‘ouse, Rutch Cassidy, Bgrrv 'umphries and & variety
of others that I too% not to he intended in full seriousness.)

Surnrrisingly, there seems to have heen no effort to introduce & hoax
into the listine (Thenk vou for thet, evervone) 0On the other hand, T
have nut & foir pit of effort into askineg severesl verfectlv resnectable
fen to nrove their bons fides. 5snd none of them heve turned nastwv ahout
the inquisition., (fgzin, tp,nk vou!)

It is difficutl to Torm & firm estimate of the number of fen who will
be inthe booklet when it comes out. I don't even nhave & cood estimate of
the number of replies thet sre in., I'd suess about 150 in, and nron-
ably 100 to come-thev zre comine in at zhout 20 per week now. The no-
sition is comnliceted further bhecause I will he &able to use some, hut
not all of the renlies thet reach me after the deadline. Tn any case,
I worlt be startine to compile until eround the 10th of January. Then,

I will be ahle to use new entries if their surneme hesins with @&n as yet
uncomnlied letter, hut not otherwise. (Thoush I guess an addendum is a
possihility.

I have hones of finishine the thine un by the end of Tznuarv or ear-
ly feburarv, thoueh thet must denend on He nressure of other work.

There zre a lot of thines still yndecided about the 'who's who"

""hen I oreinally conceived the notion, I did & rough costine for hoth
mimeo and offset znd discovered that J would he @ble to z#fford to pr.oduce
it nrovidine there were no more than 1500 renlies. Over 1000 renlies

and offset hecomes cheanper, As matters stand, I can he reasonably con-
fident that there ain't gonna he 1000 replies. ™ut there is a lot less
work in going offset. 1'll see how heavily I'm commjtted 's COME jypuary.

The next thine is how mecuh ¢#m I going to ask for it? 1Indeed, am I
soing to ask monev for it &t #11? It hoils down to this: if I give it
away (surface mail) or cherge the cost of postage (mavhe 50¢) for air-
mail, then I can afford to do it. But that would mean thet the first
print run would have to he it and the thing would go out of »rint with-
in a short time. On the other hend, if I cherged say & dollar (or
whatever would cover costs) for surfzce mail and 50¢ more for airmail,
then I could afford to keen it in nrint. The apnarent intermediate case
of giving it to contributors but not others tends to degenerate into the
first alternative, since mv aim must be to include evervhodv (or nearly
evervbody) in some future ecdition. Anyone cere to offer advice?

To anyvone comtemplateing anv such consiersbhle work, let me offer
some @advice., The satisfaction in 2 thing like this comes very largelv
from havine done-there are almost Lound to Le times alone the wayv when



vou feel that vou must have heen mad to eet into it in the first vlace,and
if vou had any sense a2t all, wvou would gquit it right now, (Although there
co tend to he nice bhits, like worcds of encouragement and (especiallv)

help) Although I may he new to fandom, 1 have had
jence at completing rojects, several of them much
Viresinia, you won't find me heavily represented &t
Two of the nrojects I refer to were theses, others
of notes for subjects 1 tezch, only one was & boolk
wes a mathematics text, and it's not even out vet)
the work, tht glow of satisfzction a2t the end is &

o good deznl of exper
bigger than this (no,
vour local hookstore.
have been large sets
28 such. Fven that
If vou cen comnlete
feelines ohtainabhle in

no other way. O0f cowrse, if you are a comvuslive writer, the feeling
only lasts a coupnle of weeks before you find vourself immersed in vour

next project.
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Roger Zelazny 5784 ¥, Universitv Tkwy, Paltimore, : D 21210
Thanks for STARSHIP TRIT: 5, wherein vou mention the appargnt’ incon-

sistency in the Amber femily tree., Your observation touches upon the
matter of Corwin's claim to the throne, despite the fect that fric was
his elder, You want to know which of the two statements is correct. The
answer is: Possibly both. In #I'™ PRIVCTS In AI'RTR, Corwin said that
they had not shared common parents; in TH? GUNS OF AVAT.O, he said "mot-
her to fAric and myself." ™ut then there is the matter of nzternitv. This
is the situation: "aiella was the mother of both Tric znd Corwin. "hat
Corwin does not mention, because,Renedict cuts him off, is thet Taielles
bore “ric while Oberon wes still married to Cymnea (Penedict's mother) a
and it was onlv after Cvmnea's death that NOheron arnarentlv made an hon-
est woman out of Faiells (after whom, bv the way, 'ajellz-hionin, the
stairwav to 7ebma wos named-- NINT PRITCTS n, 75) So Tvic was technicallv
a bastard at hirth, though the subsequen marriase should have legitamized
him had Obheron acknowledesed him as his own issue., corwin, who was born

of Taiella hv Obheron after the marriace, hases his claim to the throne

on the fact that there is no formal record of Oberon's acknowledeement.
But while Oberon never issued @ nroclamation or statement to that ef-
fect, he did raise Tric as his own, which manvy took to renresent a de
facto acknowledegement. So, while Tric had the familv look about him,

2d obviously walked the Baattern and was treated as 2 son hv the 'ine,
Corwin's case ageinst him involved casting a legal shadow over his nat-
ernity--even though this also involved imnugnine his own mother's vir-
tue. Some of this will rohablv come out later in the series. It is the
reason for the wisecracks zbout tecnical bhastards, thoueh, also.

Bv the way, vou zre the only person to have snotted this. Thanks
again for the chance to explain it,

7., usthy 2852 14th /fve, ‘est Seattle WA 93119

Thanks to Warren Johnson for his appreciation of CAGT # Al. Tewren
catches the main point very well, and I hone he won'tmine if, in self de-
fense, I clarify a few factuzl garbles that crent into his review,

Hishtoo is not "king of the lohsters" or even "the nlanet's yuler"
but merelv the director of @ Demu reserache station on an otherwise
uninhatibted nlanet.

Teshts is *ishtoo's eegs child, not "daushter"; the Demu are hisexX-
ual (hermanhroditic) =#s well as exoskeletal.

Desnite the Pook Zluh's blurbsheet, Rarton is notpursued when he es-
canes(once he has commandeered the ship, that is) I @m it that the non-
nursuit is not 2s helievable @s it should be, because a paragranh in-
sert in which Perton disables the other Demu ships (&t the station) got
lost, and I didn't notice until too late. There's a lot of it Fgoing
around, ..

Parton's lady-love who gets all the surserv is not the youne Demu
but 2 humsnoid women:Limile the Tilaren, who had heen mutilated by the
pemn, and is somewhat restored, po+ transformed. (See "The Tearning of
Teshla" in the Oct '73 I7, if itl‘sz available.)
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However, thsee are minor quibbles; no sweat. JTt's the thought that
counts.

THE PROUD #N7 Y, which is the second and longer nortion of the Rar-
ton/Demu story, is sittine in & couple of editorail ofifices that are giv-
ine me a fine srade of non-resnonse, to date, Stav tuned. (I/AL/Signet
is the non-responsive hook nublisher. Put they do have scheduling pro-
blems, &, ¢ are waiting to see how CAG™ does, salewise.

T read Cy and Sheryl's Torcon reports and as always 1 found that they
and I had attened Cons in @lternate universes, I'm 2lac¢ they had fun,
anyway. For my part, “orldcons are getting too dammned big-~but I have
no answers to that broblem, except gyay home, which is not exactly a
satisfactory solution.

((I must admit thet, upon rereading ‘“'arren't review, I had to aeree
with many Toccers who said that the review made the book sound imnosibly
bad, from the nlot svnonsis given. Put you cleared¢ up that feeline very
nicely, 2uz, and now it sounds like a good book. 1 haven't seen it on
the stands vet, but when I do I'1ll nick it un. I can't undestond how
“arren could mzke such mistakes though.... Damned inattentive of him.

A1 of vou who have I™ DIIT7ISIONS TITI, or who are planning on cet-
tine it, are ureed to do so, to read Buz' excellent story there. Along
with menv other fine works by Tintree, Tafferty, "ffinger, Tklund, and
several others.))
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Cv Chauvin 17729 Teters Roseville ichigan 847066

One of the things about & con report tha#t make it never finished is
that wvou can alwevys adé more thinegs to it, thinegs fou forget to nut down
while writing it. Such as the inconeruity of me walking in the All Our
Yesterdays room at Torcon znd buying a conv of Rob Tucker's "i‘eofan Guide"
(From T.inda Pushvager, no less, who I did not recoenize at the time) Or
John ~ensontelline me zbout this weird character walking around with &
boa ~constrictor late at night in the hzalls (and of course we all know
who that was, don't we?) Or Tsaac Asimov crossing off David Cerrold's
avtogranh in John “enson's program hook (in fun) I see that I also made
one Big error in nv worldcon report- Don leller doesn't know Ceroge R.T.
rartin, but rather Garcner pgagois Big Difference, as I'm sure NDon will
tell you.

Roger Sween's article looked very boring when T first slanced at it,
hut then J began reading his categories and started chuckline madly., le
makes his noint, &nd verv humorously too.

I can see now that mvy pronoszl was unrealistic. 7 onlv wish some way
could he found so thzt the Furo voters ywoylg become familar with 211 the
nominees in a categorv hefore thev vote. Tf evervone is familar with all
the nominees on the hallot, thoush, then it doesn't matter to me if TOCUS
wins 100 Hugos,

Jodie Offut Sunny lerm Haldeman, v 40329

I love to rezcd con renorts. And a his one like lorcon... Lv's and
Shervl's are different and I could read @ dozep more #nd thew'd he dif-
ferent still. It emazes pe to think about 211 those neonle being in the
same building for three or four davs and I didn't run jptg so manyof thenm,
(I would have liked to h&ave met Jerrv Tanidus ond : ike Glver &nd Cy him-
self) On the other other hand, I ran into some peonle several times- on
the elevators, in the lobbv, One day 1 went in the Fuckster room and sat
with Rusty Hevelin behind his table &nd we just wztched neonle. fons are
marvelous.

John Rohinson was interestine. het I remember most about early WV
is endless wrestline and the 15 minute P. Como and D. Shore shows.

How could anybody call totsler and Canfield cartoons imhecilic. They're
brillisnt.

You should czll vour faznzine anythineg vou dzmn well nlease, To tell
wvrou the truth, T'm & little tired af @ll the fancv-ags names that are ei-
ther unpror ouncahble or at laest awkwerd to nronounce. I have found my-
self at cons suddenly tongue-tied and stutteryv beczuse 7 realize J've only
said the ns=me of & fanzine in my head and on naner, and I don't know for
sure how to sav i1t out loud. It's 2 shame.

BANSH™ 1 can handle.

((I can't understand anvbody calline Rotsler or Zanfield cartoons
imbecilic either. I used to think that there wasn't much to one of
Bill's, but lately, @s i've hecome more =zquainted with them; I'm startine
to learn their subleties and it's wonderful. And Crant does the best
BEM‘ around... o )

Toren acCregor Box 636 Sezttle i 97111
An yes. I remember my Tirst tournev. It was also my last, for va-
rious reasons, most notably my ideas of self—nreservatlon and my lack of
self transnortation. 1 had attended in mv homemade costune, as an un-
identlfled dwarf, At one noint, a gentlman in the bhleachers hegan to
comment loudly that he had nlaced second in the most recent horse show



I modean idle comment thst he didn't

iook quite fast enough to nlace, hut
that he certainly had the face to
show,

“Are vou insultinz my horse®"
sirrah?" quothee

W ReIE R DA O ST pe' - St Tagoy &
had thought hut to insult his owner."

And so I found mvself divested of
slasses, in nossesion of 2 pen and
naner, and thence whisled awav to do
hattle. From somwhere nezrhv, & hel-
met materialized. I ssv materialized
hecause without mv gleasses, I'm
nearlv blind., Tt mav hsve come from
Arthur's castle, For @1l I know.

Ah, and what hennened then?--vou
micht ask. I got killed, of course.
Thrice. Vengeful basterd, that's
what he wag

After thet, 1 stuck to hread and
cheese, and commenced issuineg odd
bits of dogseral, It's szfer to be
& bard than a warrior.

it's nage 4, I know it is, he-
cause the next nage is five, That I
can read clearly. I heven't the
slightest ides of whet nase 4 says,
it kind of makes me nostalgic- --
it looks 1like & counle of issues of
my fanzine.

But somehow the wnetchy electro added consigershlv to i cieod's drawine.
It really looked nice. I wish I could do thezt on nurnose, somehow.

I missed Cv CZhsuvin, &#nd have no idea what he looks like. He says
he exists, hut i'm not sure I helieve him. Ye didn't come to; ichicon,
and T was there. T went to Toronto &nd didn't see him., ¢etego, he deesn't
exist., It's a2s simnle =#s theat.

A, now I feel much more exnansive ahout "erren Tohnson. Fe's rieht,
that is Suz's first book, it is good, and I recommend it, too. It's
new wave, old wave-- and “uz just misht turn jpto the “einlein successor
that neonle have been lookine fors-their stvles are somewhat similer,

And I bhet T'll be sorrv I szid that...

1'm %ind of glzg 1iike C. brousht un the suhject of smell circulation/
his circulation trouhles. You see, back,in 1959 (I helieve) CRY was said
to be the last of the smell circ zines to win @& Hugo. o one else would
ever he #ble to do it. (Cone, forever, the carefree dovs,

Put it didn't work What wav, And 1 don't think it will ever reallwv
work that wawv, If enoush fens reslly likeg gsmall  2zine, or enouech of
them have heard of it-- 2 telline noint, too-- 2z smell zine will win,
again, Tike--cough, T#II1CG STOC. . lominate me: I deserve it! I'm
Ereat, 1'm mumiyse

This Toren :acCregor cheracter sure is a pugehead. £n intolerant
fugeghead, that's whet he is.

((I don't know much ehout old zine circulation, but I think WARHON
and A’RO were probhably zlso small circulation zines- &s onvnosed to
1.0CUs, etc.,

Somehow I don't think this Toren !'acCrersor character is & fueshead.
Mo, he's really @ veryv interestine, ensagineg, and gmusineg writer.))

(NF’)
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Harry Warner L4223 Summit Avenue lagerstown  arvland 21740

Pless Cy Chauvin for s:yving somethine nice about my article in the Tor-
con program book. I'd feared that nobody had read *if. since there is 2
theory that a worldcon program book never cets reac by znvone, excent for
a brief skimmine to look &t the nrosram listine and the ertwork, Rut in
the interest of historical sccurzcy, I must denv the rumor that I waited
twenty vears before zttendine & con, 1t was either twenty two or twenty
four vears, denending on whether wvou start countine when I became & nro-
zine letterhack or when I sterted publishing fenzines.

Tvery conrenort I read about Torcon makes me agrier with myself for
failure to attend. Shervl's brief description nronahly comes close to
summarizine what my reactions would have been, since I'm s uncomforahle a-
round such huce masses of peonle as Shervl. O0Of course, all these worries
ahbout the srowins attendance at worldcons mav turn out to he unneccessary,
if the enerey crisis worsens. There will undouvbtably by a counle of hundre
thousand neople at the 1974 “orldcon, hecause of Wzshineton's central lo-
cation in the 7ast Coast nopulation helt.Byt I wouldn't be surnprised if a-
ttendance began sagging &t some of the regional cons hv next vear, and a
continuing shortage of gesoline nlus higher transnortation costs could
cause budreting nroblems for worldon bidders starting in 1976: how can 2
groun bidding in 1975 for the 1977 con estimate nrobable income and hotel
occunancy two vears in advance dyring @ fluctuatimg transportation sit-
uation.

I hope John Robinson is right in his hint that radio networks may be
trying for a comebacl. ‘There's another potential change that the energy
crisis could crey te. orcine all tv stations to leave the air at 10:30
or 11:00 local tine would meke 2z noticeable decline in late hour power
consumption. Redio networks could begin nrogramming zt thet hour: much
radio listenineg is done nowzcsvs on hattery onerated transistor recievers,
and those which use AC current draw onlv @z fraction of the nower required
by televsiion sets.

You know, I think 1'¢d anvnrove of Rocer Sween's radical nronosal, if it
ever came un for @ serious vote smong fans., I don't think this multipli-
city of Fugos for fan zctivity is anv more ahsurd then the present svstem
of trvine to rewzrd zccomnlishments in fandom at the rate of three Hugos
per vear. Besides, T like to see people win awards. = watch zlmost all
the televised award shows, even those in fields that 1 have littke acquain-
tance with, like the Tonvs, just because I get this warm feelins from see-
ing people made hapny when their names are called out &nd hecau™ I love
to hear ‘ine wilg melanee of nrepared and unprepared remarks that they make
durines acceptapce,

I hope BAISHTT as ¢ fanzine néme
brings you the luck thet it seemed to 7
create for the firct Ten who used it
threc dccades ago. re went on to bhe-
come a BNF, then ¢ »rominent figure
in book and magezine editing: Terry
Shaw., Chances zre thet he's forsotten
by now that he ever nublished & half-
dozne issues or so of a fanzine with
that title.

((I only listen to the razdio while
drivine, but if they nut things like
THT GO0 SHOY, which I know only By
renutation, on, I'd listen to it some
more, aybe thinegs like lhetl are
comine un, Tone So))




Dave T.ocke 915 t., 0live Drive 9 Duarte Californiz 21010

Yes, of course, [fike Clicksohn's reasoning is sunerb. However, his
arcuments arainst turnins the "est Tan "riter Hueco into an award for the
hest single niece of writine doesn't actuallv contain £nv voints which
weren't brought to light 2t the time I origmally introduce? the subject.
You see, it isn't a matter of there heing drawhacks to the idea. Of
course there zre drawbakes, @nd thev are rather obvious ones. I ike is
beating a horse which I killed, myself. “hat this subject is & matter
of, rezlly, is weisghing the disadventages against the advantaces. “ven
sex hes disadvengaces...(if only my idea had that menyv edvanteases)

iiike hasn't even gone fzr enouch, He doesn't list 211 of the dis-
advantases. Jor one thing, he neglected to mention that this kind of a
change in the award would likely result in all of the hetter articles go-
ing to the fanzines with the largest circulations. #nd, as we are al'-
ready on the verge of being in the age of the mass-market fanzine, this
might push us right into the middle of it. Mot much doubt about it; the
small-circulation fanzines would have a much tougher job in locatine
good material to be nublished.

liow let's Took @t the advantaces . The main virtue of the idea is
that everyone hes & shot 2t the Fugo bhased on the quality of his work.
The fan of low output would have @ good shot at it, due to the shift
from quentitv znd general qualitv to a judeing based on snecific quality.
Yie are already tvine down nrofessional zuthors to @ snecific submission
(Pest Short Storv, Pest i'ovella etec.) and it would be consistent to do
much the same with the Best 7an Yriter catesory. The 'hest' of the vear
is much easier to ninvoint if the categorv is changed to acknowledge that
this is really what the award is for. The fan writers who are most fam-
iliar to the voters are not necessarilv those who hzve contributed the
hest writing within the wvear in ocuvestion or, for that matter, within anv
vear,

Also, hv tyineg the award to a particular manuscrint, as onposed %o
the total of &« fan's writing outnut, I have the feeline that the qualitwv
of fan writine woulcd oversll be raised., More fans would turn to cdisci-
nline and form when exXecuting &#n erticle or review, knowins thewv could
not win the award based on an eeeregate qualityv level, 1If the ecenerel
quality of fan writing were to improve as the result of such @ change,
wouldn't that bhe as excitine a&s all hell,

Mow let's analyze just how bad the disadvantages really are (1'll
lenve it to someone else to analvze just how =2ood the adventiges are)
It's altogether true that some of the 'best' articies mav he huried in
low-circulation fanzines, and conseqguentlv wouldn't get enoush votes
to win anyv award, So mayvbe the best article wouldn't win the award.

But whet does the award mezn now? Is it really siven to the mhest writer?
Or isit eiven to the best of those writers who are the most familar to
the majoritv of the voters? ‘ranklv, J don't really feel that this is

a disadvantarse: at least not 2 new disadventage- it's onlv an old one
that would he carried over,

And how ahout the zwarcd for bhest fenzine? TNTRGU 7 didn'*t have the
circulation of T.00US, but it was bv no means a small-circulation zine.
i'ost zines are in the 100-200 circulation class; TNTRGIT ©.° was quite &
bit beyond that.

So we're really saving that femiliarity with the field is a nroblem
with both the best "anzine &nd the Rest Tan "riter categories, and that
the problem would still exist were Rest ‘an Writer to he changed to hest
#an Article (or “est anwriting, or whatever) So, in this resnect, the
idea is no better or worse than what we already have,

But at least the soal is there: we would be rettine to the point




where the best has the best chance of cettineg the award, ¥e wou d he loo-
ting for a specific example of the bhest writine, instead of lookine to he-
stow the award upon an ill-defined appgregate quality level. Took at what
we have now: I like both Charlie Rrown and . ilt Stevens. but Charlie got
on the ballot hecause his writine is familiar to a egreat number of peonlex
who see very little fan writing. .11t Stevens did not eset on the ballot,
desvite three or four trulv excellent articles and one brillisznt conven-
tion renort, hecause few if anv of thefringe fanvoters sot to see his mat-
erial., I 2lso like & lot of the other neonle who get nominated, but how
manv fgot nominatecd for sumerior wr tine, how manv hectuge their material
wag familiar to & lot of peonle, a&nd how manv for achievements which took
place nrior to the vear of elirsibilitv? I have nothing zgainst nonularity
contests, and I don't sav that the most norular isn't alwavs the hest.
Rut 'ost Torular ‘en would bhe a more ant title for the award which we have
now, If we really wish to honor the hest writine (0Or even the best writer)
we reallv have to tie the award to specific examnles of writine., Jjust like
the awards for proffesional writine

((Obviously vou've thoushttnis out 1in ereat detail, and it's a2 nice
joh. To me, the advantaces do seem to outweich the disedvantases, when
T.ooked 2t from this licht., Tsreciallv if the qualitv of fan writine wonld
be raised in the nrocess. hen i first ceme into fandom, T Adidn't know
what everybody was tsoilkine 2bout when thev said that fanwriting was in
a sorry state now. Tut, now that [ 've had a chence to read a few of the
0ld Timers, tho in, szdly, verv small guantities, T see what they  were
talking &bhout

Az -to vour cueries in the last narasranh, i think thst Geis, Click-

sohn, Ullyot, and mavbe iegey (from a sercon frezk in =2v I've changed
into a discinle of .‘2abulous ‘znnish Fandom) were nomingtedbecause of su-
perior writing (in rezsonable quantitv, that is) Ceis, Carr, and "rown
because their writine was familiar to lots of folx, and Carr hecause of,
by and laree, past achievements. Put I do think that Terrv desrves a fan
writer award- what he writes is brilliant, and I wish there was more of it,
Ferhans a crmnarison could be made hetween he and ‘otsler, tho mill's
outnyt has not, as far as I know, dJecreased throueh the vears, At anv
rate, I'm eagerly awaitine the arriv-1l of THT INCOI PLEAT TEp3y T4RR))

(( There were manv more sood letters, hut
snace and time (it's December 17, T returned from
the hosnital 4 hours agn, and I want to get '
thish out! )forhbids me nrintine the rest of them,
Anwavs, T also hesrd from “ruce ‘i, Arthurs, with
stories about submerine zandwhiches, or sesrinders,
as we call them here, Chris Sherman, Tom Foherts
Don Avres, Dave 3ell, Tarrv T'jelson, ‘en Mam-
mage, “arren Johnson, ric 2ver, mil Stecher,

ike Glicksohn, who explained how to slinsheet
and who offered renro hints, en Ozanne, Tric
Tindsav, Tonv Zvetko, Steve Torter, John Berry
with one of the most enjoyvahle locs T've ever
gotten, Brett CZox, .John Carl, Ren Indick,
Sheryl Birkhead, Jeff Smith, Jerrv laufman,

iike Clyer, George Fergus, and Brad Farks))




The 1LAST TECTID BREJTH

Tirst, I think thish went a long wav
towards fulfilline my goal of publish-
ine a fancy eenzine. I think all the
written matter is good, there's lots of
good art-even some that is excellent.
The repro seems quite nassable thus far,
tho not as good as I could hope for.
Interesting letters: I wish I had the
time to print more-over thirty of vou
locced. I even think T wrote a good ed-
itorial.

And the part that I had nothing at
all to do with, the frontcover, I'm
proudest of, It ceme out so well, it
stunned me when I cot it from the prin-
ter yesterday.

Nkav, so I'm nroud of thish., So whv
do I sound unhanpy as well?

Pecause it's not reallv the tyve of
material I'd like to nublish., I tol”?
Tat ‘eGuire in @& letter that 1 wanted
to publish lots of good sercon, and he
sent me his arti_je. 3But my coals have
changed since then. ZI've had the chance
to read a bit of reallv cood fannish
stuff, and I love it, WARIOO! 27 was &-
hout the hest, the most enjovable issue
of any zine I've ever seen, So, tho I
doubt I'l1 ever ignore sercon here, I'd
like to make RANSHTT f fancy, fannish,
genzine.

I need your help of course. So.g
of you 1've already asked for contr: bs
of fannish material. Others I will wher
thish goes out. 2ut even if I don't
ask vou in a letter or a note, please
keen me in mind, &nd, if you're feeling
fannish, and went to write somethineg,
don't forget BAISHET,

Of course, as usual, I used up all
my artwork, and need nore for#’?,
which will nrobably annear in early

arch, nrobahly the weekend after “os-
kone. BRBut there's 2lso & chance of
it coming out the weekend hefore the
con, in late Bebruary.

HAPPY HOTIDAYS
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