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FROM SCRATCH
An Editorial

If ever a fanzine started from scratch it was Sun Spots, Some
may say we are still st scratch, but they would be the ones who
never saw the "old" Sun Spots.

The first issue of Sun Spots was published in February, 1940,
It was one page, typewritten, end designated as the officizl organ
of the Solsrcid Club, Under the combined editorship of Roddy Gaetz,
Roy Plotkin, and Gerry de la Ree the second issue also appeared in
a typewritten formst, with carbon copies making its circulation
about 10 or 12, Reel collector's items, no doubt,

With the third issu. we procured the use of & school hecto-
grzph, which proved the medium whereby the next few issues saw the
light of day. This actuslly marked the beginning of the fanzine
Sun Spots, for previously it had just been a club newspaper. Came
June =nd school closed, leaving us devoid of any method of repro-
duction., We thought of printing, but found the costs too high,

As &n alternztive we turned to mimeographing, but found the pro-
fessional jobs too expensive. Instezd, we pooled our resources
and purchesed a Sears-Roecbuck mimeo, which set us back $14,

The rest is history. We kept increasing in size, and slowly--
very slowly~-decreasing in mistzkes. Finally Plotkin left us, and
soon after we sold the mimeograsph to Charles Beling. The late
Summer of 1941 found Geetz znd de la Ree with the urge to publish
again, so this time we did turn to printing., Five bi-monthly is-
sues saw print before Gaetz moved from Westwood, Sun Spots re-
mained in a state of suspended animation from May, 1242 until
August of 1944, when de la Ree egain brough the mageszine back
from its grave,

So here we ere, celebr:ting five yeers, They have been five
years we have enjoyed, 8un Spots hes received more then its
shere of criticism--not that we didn't deserve it, however, If
its errorc you went Sun Spots has 'em -- but we heve improved
some,

The megzzine is still being published on that same Seers-
Roebuck mechine, purchas.d from Beling zfter hls induction into
the zir corps. This mechine hes published all the mimeoed issues
of Sun Spots, Fen-Atic, Beowulf, snd two issues of Hazmel's Stel-
lzr, Anc during thet five yezr veriod never once has the ink
ped been chenged, nor have eny repairs been necessary., No other
mimeogreph michine cen meke this stztement,

Guess we heve been luck, for the 'zime is still reedeble, We
hope our luck lests snother yeert
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THE TRASH BASKET
By &and About
MLe Few Bosy

F1LASHES:

It has been reported to us that L. Sprague de Cemp and L. Ron
Hubbard--possibly other well known stf authors now in sgervice --
are 2oing secrei resesrch work for the government somewhere in
Pennsylivania..,The subje~t of their research is believed to be
get o recket pHoDUSsalsing - -

Corp, Charles Beling, former associate editor of" this maga..
zine and editor of "Fen~Atic", recently received his aerial gun-
ner wings in Texas and is now sieted for overseas duiy...J. Irving
Crump, author of the famous "Og% cavemsn stories and editor of a
well known boys magszine lives in Oradeil, M,J,, which is two miles
from Westwood, s

Roger Vreeland, whose stordies appear in "Weird Tales" from
time to time, works for the same Bergen County newspaper as Gerry
de #a Ree,.,T/3 Jerry Keeley, U,S, fan serving in Australia, re-
cently married an Australian girl,,,Jerry reports that there is
nothing new in science fiction on the newsstends down there ex-~
cept occesional 6D paper novels, -

Pvi, Roderick Gaetz, former co-editor of "Sun Spots", is now
taking a government sponsored engineering course at Stanford Uni-
versity, Celifornia,.,Our other co-editor, Roy Plotkin, is now
in Medical School in Buffalo, N, Y,,,Hannes Bok has been so be-
cic5ed by visitors that he threastens to see would-be sight-seers
by cppointment only,.

The new Vanguard Amatuer Press Association (Futurian con-
trolle2 version of F,A,P,A.,) is picking up members by invitation
oniy...rziiare to push through their ammendments in FAPA evident-
&y rrompted the Puturier  to stert this organization...A complete
1ligt o3 VAPA s membersh: 1 sinuld prove interesting in more ways
then ore...The cover on fvon' s edition of "Merritt's "Face in the
Abyss® is more sirking than most pocketbook illustrations,

"The Trzsh Besket" is the only depertment to have =sppeared-
in every issue of “Sun Spots.!" Threugh this columm havé been re-
leesed ¢ numnber of mews "scoops" In the pzst five years,..It may
be of interest tn scme fans to know thst the following issites of
"Sun Svotst ave evaeilasble av 15 2 copy: December, 1941 (Vol. 6,
No. 1): Februery, 1942 (Vol 6, MNo. 2j; end Lpril-May, 1942 (Vol,
6, Mo, 3), 411 three iesueg were nrinted auumbsrs, Nene of the
mimecZrsphed BSun Spots" are aveiladls, s0 plezse refrzin from
reGuesting copisSe.s.

finis
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WHAT BEING A MATURL FAN MEANS, ..
By Licnel Innman

The state of being a msture fan has numerous "advanteges"; not
the least of which is the superiority complex he has cultivated and
developed over the years, He holds himself in extremely high es~
teem, in contresst to his younger associates. But first let us look
into the nature of this newly matured citizen of fankind,

Around 12 or 20 is usually the age at which this new metamorp-
his commences, He begins to become aware of his mental superiority
over the 14-year-olds in edistely, end wonders why he has never
noticed it before, More then likely he publishes a fanzine of sev-
eral year's stending of "unequalled excellence," Hils fenzine is-
lecking in severel respects, among them duplication, but to - him it
is as perfect as a fan of only moderate means can publish, In his
mind its degree of periection leaves zll others far in the rear,

Quite often he receives letters from new converts to the sac-
red "cezuse of fandom" (I sometimes wonder whet csuse) who are sub-
scribing to g fenzine for the first time, More often thamn not they
are around 13 and write in a mesningless scrawl thzt even & code
expert couldn't decipher, A fair sample of the letters wculd run
somethning like this:

Dere Sir:

I read in the last issue of "Starling Storys" where
you run s megzine that you call "Cosmic. Corner Commentetort,
Enclosed plesse find thirteen cents (13¢) in coin and stamps
for which pleze send me z copy of your mag, I have never
bought ¢ fanzine before, so am axious to see what one looke
like, T hope it has 300 pages like "Stezr Studded Storys"
hesy and hope you use Bok and Finlay for art and Edgar Rice
Burroughs for storys, I like his Terzan storys, though
sometimes I find them to fantastic. Let me hesr from you
reel soon,

G. McTarvish MeGurk
PS:-T like to collect maggzines, o could you send me a list
of the storys t-at have appeared in all the magzines
since they begau?

The mature fans who are the recipients of such letters can be
divided into three classes., 1, The fan who answers the letter in
a petrcnizirg tone, explaining kindly thet the number of stories
published ruwus into the thousands, and refers him to an index pub-
lished for that purpose, He znswers this mainly to enlarge the
nuber of fens who are likely to vote for him in a future poll or
election, 2. Then there is the extreme egotist who snswers with .
a withering blast, esking who the hell does he think he is, asking
for something like that, This type offers carcastically to under-
take the job, for say, ten dollars. In his anger he fails to
mertion the indexes. 3, Finally, there is the fan, who through
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either rush of business, forgetfuilness, or indifference, feils to
answer gt g11, AR | I

To szy which of these enswers hzve the best influence on fans
Just entering the field js easy, but to decide which is the worst
is 2 herder tesk., Around the mucieug of the petronizing fany ‘the.
fledgling fens become =coucinted with fenzines end fellow fens.' .
The fusillede of the Type Two fen reects in different ways on var-
ious individuels. In come it instills ¢ hztired of fendom and es-
peeiglly for fenzine editors, whom tney now consider to be = newly
é’ soovered type of grouch, 3Some refuse to heve enything to do -°
wiin fendom, The herdier one Hlithly ignore their first unpleasant
exverience ¢nd wrile to others, whareupcen they discover that fen
perscaclities run on sbout the szme plene es their non-fan feg-
uzintences,

The leck of responce from the Type Three fan mey zlso effect
the new fens in differer’ weys, It mey czuse ¢ suspicion thet
their prcrents or reletives ere intercepting their correspondence
ehd cecuse femily disovcder, The other possible effects I have not
yet cctealogued.

In closing let me entrest 211 newly mebured fens to consider
your pest cereer in foendomy end conduct your relestions s you would
heve wished %o been trezted yourself, "Do unto fens as you would
heve h:zd them to unto you,"” Sort of £ Golden Rule policy.

the end

Another Cesulty.....By J. Edwerd Devis

Futility, Wer is futile. Thect is whet they sey in pecce-
time -- thet no ore wins & war, meny suffer znd few gein,
Bloodshed, desth, herribrezck and sorrow 211 welk hend in hend
with Mers, ihe infzmous God of Wer, But I zm bewildered, for
when the wrr is Tinelly come -- when the cecnnons roar &nd the
“i00d is sp1lt -~ then they scy thet war is not futile, that

mist win,

If you should zsk -- win what? -~ then you zre ¢ traitor,
They szy vour tzsk is to follow, Time enough to sey th;t war
is Mitile when peecce c8ein is with wus..

Futility. Indeed, then, is life itself not futile?
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The following story wes written in March, 1941, and was
originelly scheduled to sppear in Lew Martin's fan-
megazine, Alchemist, which ceased publication before
this item saw print.

1.4 TOMBE
Py
J. Edward Davis

"Halt! Who goes there?" challenged the lone sentry, A dark
figure, nearly invigible in the misty Perisian night, stopped short.
He held out an arm clad in a light brown trench coat, clutching in
his hend & slip of paper. The Wazi guerd lowered his gun, and tak-
ing the peper stepped out of the enveloping darkness into the dull
glow of & mezrby street lemp., He silently read the ccntents of the
slip and returnred to where the vezgue figure of the stranger could
be seen,

"You mezy enter," he zckrowledged., "This pess is in order. Ex-
cuse the delay." The sentry opened the gate, which wes ternished
with zged grendure, stepped aside, zlowing the other to enter. The
brusk strenger brushed past the guerd without opening his mouth.

A moment later he stepped into the besutiful white marble ine
terior of the building. A dull, erie glow seemed to pervade over
the pclacizl artistry which zdorned the wslls. Yo direct light
could be geen-~it wes juct there, He wes stending on a circular
belzony, hands resting on a merble railing, looking down ~- down
o34 crypt some twenty feet deep and twice as wide,

There, on z pavement of mosiac in the form of a huge star
could be seen nemes -- names such as Rivoli, Austerlitz, Merengo,
Wagresm, Rising like the peek of some mgjestic terrestrial moun-
taia w=s £ grand sarcophzgus of porphyry, a single block of stone,
megvificent in ite vastross, The figure above seemed moved, This
was no crdinsry tuildong -- this wes 2 tomb, This was the tomb of
Nepcleon Bongpario)

Tite #ilence that reigned over the vsst domed building was om-
inous-. cspreciclly in the weird blue 1light, which seemed to form a
celes izl hzlo about the crypt itself, The whole picture was un-
earthly end supern:turel.

Suddenly the silence wes broken by the fzint, muffled tones
of a human voice. Or was it humen? It seemed to fit the picture
perfectly-~-it was supernzturzl.

The figure zbove seemed stesrtled, and nervously lcoked sbout
the tortb, which certeinly sppeered bzrren of life, with the excep-
tion of himself,
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ngomeone in the street.” hs ithought, turning back to the bezu-
tiful sight below, "You f:ziled .u your attempt,” muttered the
strenger, weving his erm in an ¢ll-enveloping gesture, '"Your re-
werd was banishment, exile, deatir. ™

"Yeg!" boomed g voice, echoing from ncwhere. The strenger's
bloodshot eyes opened wide znd his lower lip sagged in sstonishment,
for thet voice hed not come from ocutside, There wes comeoney some-
thing here aside from himeelf,

ffho -- who sre you?" stemmered the frembling figure on the
bz lcony. For what seemed endless mimutes he 'stood there -~ weiting,
weiting -~ no enswer, "My imaginetion is playing tricks on me," he
decided in z security which even he knew was falss. Wiping the per-
spiretion from his forehead with the sleeve of his neet trenchcosat,
the men turned to leave,

MWizgit," came the veoice egein ~- this time with more vigor, 'I
wish to telk with you," The strenger's knees began to buckle, but
he gethered enough courege to whisper:

"Who -- whet zre you?"

"Who am I? You just seid I feiled," continued the mirthless
voice, "Yes, you seid I failed, end as I did so will you, It is
impossible for you to win., Ir the end there will be no victory,
only more deezd, more hetred, znd more wesrs, How can conguest suc-
ceed when people yesrn for freedom, not slzvery? Infemous shell be
¥our name on the peges of history if you persist in your costly

olly,

"I too was & fool, thinking I could conquer the vorld., How
empty it zl1 seems now, I hed excluded one word from my vocsbulary,
One word -- defeat), Do you hear that word, Monsieur? Hear it now
for you'll teste it soon!®

"Weveri" stormed the one tbove, heving regecined £11 his lost
courage. Mever will Nezi Germeny be defersted, WNo voice ¢en fright-
en e, Here this, paentom, cefeat is only for the weak, victory
for “he stiromg, Weozl Germeny shbzll triumphi!

"T seid words to thet effect once," reminded the revibreting
tones of the voice, "I tell you now as I shall tell 211 the fools
who try whet I did -- victory is for those in the right, defert the
reweré for those in the * -ong, The might of & country or the power
of its self-¢ppointed lecder do not meke it right. Go now, for I
feer T =zm specking on deef ezrs,™

You ere the fooll' scresmed the msn on the bglicony, "Your
defest does in no wegy mesn my defest, 1 em strong where you were
weak, I heve profited by your frults, Might ig right! And Mzzi
Germany is mighti"

(Concluded on pege 10)
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Joe Iennedy

When fans start discussing ¢ld,., half-forgotten classics, oI
well~-known modern pieces of fecrntasy, the tendency is that novels
end other tales of exceptional length invariably walk away with
all the prizes.

I'd like to know why, To be sure, a novel affords the author
g chance to develop the centrzl theme to as great an extent as he
may desire:; but it is also true many of our better short stories
and noveletls have created, within two or three thousand words, an
atmosphere of plausibility and genuine fantastic quality that eas-
ily equals or exceeds that of the typical scienmtifantasy novel,

The length of the short story is more often an advantaZe than
a handicsp. 1In a shorter tale, the writer is able to maintain,
without grest d:fficulty, the effect for which he strives, and
frequently succeeds 1n creegting a lesting impression on the reader,
On the other heand, the : thor of a novel is confronted with the
difficulty of carrying tue mood of the story through fiftiy or sev-
enty-five thousan? words, Obviously the proper handling of a novel
is vastly more complicated than that of a short story. Still,
these less lengtily tales possess advantezges in enabling the theme
to be cevelnped in a length exactly suited to the accurate unfold-
ing of ‘the .dea alone, Briefly, the shoert story serves as en ideal
foundation Zor the develcpment of the motivating idea, unhampered
by the necessity for 2 stresm of action or events found in a more
wordy yern,

With little trouble, I can recall egny number of excellent
ghort stories and novelets thet impress me ss beirng on a level of
queality with virtuslly eny of the ton-notch fznzsty novels you may
name,

Clerk Aehton Smith's "The Light From Beyond', for instamnce.
This %zlz concerns ¢ myvsterious chein of circumstences noted by a
writer who nsrpsng to be spending some time in ¢ secluded spot
untcuched by civilization, Evidence points to the conclusion that
some alien crestures inhegbit the vicinity., He investigetes, sees
0L nge beings at work, end is cccidentelly transported to the na-
tive plenet of the sliens, & weird world of outre surroundings be-
negtn & distent sun. The descriptionzl writing in this story is
nothirg less then superb, and the reader's interest is held until
the very lest peregreph,

"The Ship from Nowhe ~¢", by Sidney Petzer, 13 one of my es~
pecigl favorites., It is necessary to scturslly read this tale in
order to gresp the awesome vestness expounded in its few pages,
"A story dezling in millions of yeesrs end billions end billions
of milea", says Gernsbeck. Actuelly, this is en underestimation,
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WAlags A1l Thinking", by Harry Bates appeared in Astounding
guite a waile back., A "twilight" story reminiscent in portions
of "The Time Machine'", its plol is neat, clesn-cut, frequently
amuging, and pointedly acute., If you haven't read it, it is ob-
tainable in Phil Stong's anthology, '""The Other Worlds", Bates!
opus is one of the few hright spots in this book,

Stanley G, Weinbrum's "Martien Odyssey" underwent a revivel
of well-deserved interest azfter being reprinted in Dongld Woll-
heimm's "Pocketbook of 3cierce Fiction", You've probebly read it,
so 'nuff sszid,

"The Derelict" by Williem Hope Hodgson; '"Doorwey Intc Time"
by C. L, Moore; "The Outsider® by H, P, Lovecrafi; "Three Iines
¢of 018 Prench" by Abe Merritt,...I could go on 1i§e thigs for page
efter pege, but such wordsge is herdly necessary.

The point remezins thet meny of the shorter fontesies right-
fully deserve g plzce cmong the grestest of imeginetive classdics

finis
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LA TOMBE
(Concluded from page 8)

Outside in the misty night sir, two young Frenchmen were con-
ve.ging in hushed tones g5 they huddled in £ dark doorway., A fig-
ure r:pidly emerged from the towering getes across the street,

"Mifho is it thet leeves the tomb of Nepoleon st this late .
hour?'" quiried one, As the figure brushed past the lone sentry
the fog-piercing glow ~* a penrby streetlamp fell upon his face,

"Ts thet not the cdevil himself?" spat the other,
"Wesi" exclaimed the first, "It is he--Adolf Hitler!
The End

AAAAARAAAARADMAAARNARNAANAANAANAAARAARANRANANRNANAAARAAMAANAAARAAARAARAANAARAAAANRA

Our thanks for letters of comment on the September, 1944
iseue of 3un Spots g£o ecut tos Clgude Held, Lerry Shaw,
Revrond Weshirngton, Jr., Wallt Dunkelrerger, Celvin Jeack:
Witt, Peul Miles, Ron VMeddox, Henry Elsrer; George Ebey,
Cherles Burbee, Fred Warth, John Schomburg,; Austin Hemel,
Lionel TInnman, Bob Tucker, Derrel Burkherdt, Bill James,
Al Weinstein, Joe Kennedy, Jerry Keeley; George Fox and
severzl other feithfuls who dropped us postel cards,

l* How about sore comments on this issue?
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FiNTASY'S THIRD FORM
By
Gerry de la Ree

Fentesy is not limited to the written word or- the srtist's
illustrstion, There is another form of fartesy which cen be es
gtimuleting as either of these two types, This third medium of
fantzgy is musie. The number of compositions written by men
with the weird or fentestic in mind ere nctureslly limited,

Therefore, the fen who is in secrrch of fentesy music must - ..
go beyond the intended fentestic pieces snd find other mugicel
compositions which, while not necesserily intended to be actually
fentestic, cem essily be corstituted zs such by the listener,
Everyone forms & different picture in their minds when hearing -
micic~--thet fact is well known, Thus, it is only neturel thet a
person can derive from music something entirely different then the
suthor hed originslly intended,

It is with this in mind thest T ettempt this brief erticle,
There gre mcny others more cep:ble of doing en erticle of this
type, but I feel that some mey find czmong my fevorites some pieces
of music thet they eclso would enjoy., I cleim to know little of
music, other then which types I like end which types I dislike,

From my record collection I heve selected ¢ number of itews
which T sh:ll now list, commenting on some znd noton others, I
am not overlooking works by Shostzkovich, Sibelius; or any other
composer on purpose, but rether because I em not familier with
¢ll their works,

* * %

DEBUSSY, CL/UDE--La Mer (The Seg): 4 trio of symphonic sketches
bzsed on the suthor's interpretztion see under verious con-
ditions, Good, imeginstive music,

DUKAS, PAUL--The Sorcerer's Apprentice: A bit of fantesy which
cppecred in Welt Disngy's ®*Fenteogia®,

DVORAK, ANTONIN~.-Symphony No, & (From the Wew World): Momentous
work, stirring in some gspots, becutiful in others. If eny-
thing, ¢ trifle over-long,

GREIG, EDV..,RD~--In The Hall of The Mountain King from Peer Gynt
Suite o, Ome. | il -

GRIFYITHS, CHIRLES T.--Plecsure Dome of Kublg Khen. Bezsed on the
poem by Fitzgercld, this piece of music 1s heunting beautiful,
with cn ori:ntsl bsckground, - :

HANSON, HOw/ I --Lement for Beowulf: Lergely a chorel work, with
the ezception of the prelude., Very weird snd moody music,
describing the cremeting of the mythicel hero, Beowulf, -
Merry Mount Suite: An excellent offtrzil item, If you went
something different with plenty of noise, this is it, -
Synchony No, One (Nordic): Cslled the modern Sibelius, Henson
in thie symphony feiis to gttein the peck he resched in lrter
werks., Still, however, it is & fine composition,
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HANSON, HOWARD (Continued)--Symphony Number Two (Romentic): This
is my favorite piece of music. Itcombines the typlcal H:znson
redundznce with some of the most memorable mucic I've ever
come across, Heartily reconmended,

IPPOLITCW-IWANGW -<March of ithe Caucesizn Chief from ''Caucasian
Sketches", The only one of the ""Sketches" worth purch881ng.

MOUSSCRESKY - - A Wigit on Bare (Bzld) Mountain, This is gnother
piece which appeared ‘n "Fartasia", and is one of the better
known fantasy compositions,

OFFENBACHy- Orpheus In iiudes: Interesting piece, which also ap- -
pears es part o tne crillisnt "Gaite Parisienne,

RACHMANTINCFF, SERGEI-- Prelude in C Sherp Minor: Perhaps the most
femous of his works, srd the one he mogt disliked playing.
Dirge or funeral music,

Prelude in G Minor: Played at a fester tempo than the C. Sharp
Prelude, but also an interesting piece.

SAINT-SAENS~-Danse Mzcabre: Probasbly the best known of all weird
music,

Baechanagle from Ssmson ard Delilash: Hauntingly captivating musioc
with an oriental or Bgyptiesn beckground,

SIBELIUS, JAN--Tapiola.

TAYLOR, DEEMS-— Through the Looking Glass: Dissappointing.

TSCHIAKOWSKI, PETER--Marche Slav,

WAGNER , RIBHARD-—Maglc Fire Music and Ride of the Valkyries from
Die Walkure, Both pieces are weird and stirring.

And then there are other items which I omitted from the above
llst, such as: BORODIN--D:znces of the Polovetezki Maidens from
Pringe Igor; BIZET--Gypsy Dence from thelarmen Suite; DE FALLA--
R1ial Dence of Fire; RINSKY-KORSAKOFF- -Le Cog D'Or Suite and
Scheherszzade; Tschickowski--Nutcracker Suite,

Theere ere countless other compositions which may elso be ligt-
ed as fantestic music, I would be interested in hearing from any
fens interested in 2ddin~ to the sbove 1list, or perheps taking up

where I left off and conciinuing this article as z regular feature
in future issues of Sun Spots.

the end

AARAAAAAAMAARAAR

A Quatirain From Nostradanus

When Saturn and Mars are (conjoined) in Leo, Spein will be
cepturad,

The Africen Leader will be trapped in the confiict,

Near Malta there will be &n engagement. Herod will be tegken
glive,

The scepter of Rome will be struck down by the Cock,
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1945 E
PRO-AUTHORS Points
Abe Merritt (7)eemem——- 057
Robert Heinlein (6)----196
H,P, Lovecraft (6)----- 185
A,E, Van Vogt (4)---wu-- 149
Stanley Weinbaum (4)---139
E.E, Smith (3)------~-- 135
Campbell-Stuart (2)---- 93
Kuttner-Padgett-w-nomwe- 86
H,G, Wells (3)-weowen-- 82
Olaf Stapleton (2)-w--- 81
CoA., Smith (2)=evcer-=m- 74
L. Ron Hubbard (1)----- 53
L.S, de Camp —---mewce- 43
David Keller ---mmeca-w 40
Edgar Rice Burroughs -- 39
Jack Williemson (2)---- 37
Edmond Hamilton (1)---- 37
John Taine (l)ew—ceme-n 37
C.L. Moore —-wewacwe_- 24
R~ss Rocklynne —------- 30
Erndo Binder ---e-weco. o8
il Brackett —---e-ea 28
Seetury Quinn (1)------ o5
Thorae Bmith —wwrcenn - 26
Trnecdore 3tnrgeon-—--.-- 23
Ioaac ASiMOV —--memeaea o0
5, Fowler Wright (1)--~ 21
Viiiiam Hodgsen (1)--w= 21
Avsust Derleth —veo-vm= 2}
EZzZzr Allen Poe—we—wnoo 20
John Ceollier (l)------- 20
ARTISTS Points
Virgil Finlay (22)-----i76
Hannes Bok (10)-wwawae- 107
Lawrance (3)--memmmmmne- il
PRz Pawme (&) taock oo, 54
Renald Clyne (l)eecmwn- ]
EG Cartier (1)—=-cmenm- 30
Hubert Rogers (2)-e---- 28
Beris Dolgov (l)-me-——-- o9
A. Lydenfrost (1)---=-- 15
Hio iieSes) - ==l b 14
Morris Dold (l)--w-me-- 14

20,

PRO-MAGAZTNES Points
Astoundi (35)meccman= -209
F. F, M, (8)iheast 169
Welrd Tales (4)~cwmw-vu- 88
Planet Stories (2)----~~ 88

Steartling Storieg---r~~~ 68

T, W, S, —cmmmemececare= 38
Am zing Storiggr-mmm——=- o7
Pantastic Adventures---- 13
FANZTINES - Points
The Acoltye (5)~-~wrmeee-= 89
Le Zomhie (Q)mwm—cmmean M-
Chanticleer (2)emre-~ev~ 79
Shangri L'Affaires (3)-- 57
Digblerie (5)mmrmmeran - 53
V.0 M, (BY--2a-=cv--Faus 53
Fantasy Fic., Field (1l)~- 39
Fanewscard (2)e--w-- T -
Fantasy Commentator({5)-- 33
TRsa | e, SR oo, SENCRE IS 13
FANS Points
Bob Tucker (14)e--eewan ~112
Forrest Ackerman (8)--~- 94
BB, Bvars (4)ecemecem—n 47
Prancis T, Larey --—----- 32
Walt, Dunkelberger (2)e-- 30
Donaid Wollheim (2)«---- 29
Joez Kennedy (2)ewcacwawn- 24
Jack Speer (l)--m—c-ae—- 20
Julius Unger ---ewcerem-w 20
Arthur Widner ~e--ceemeeao 17
L. Lengley Searles (2¥-- 16
Walt Liebscher (1)--=me"= 16
Morman Stanley (2)-----~ 15
Sam MOSkOWJTz GAE. i - 15
R,D. Swisher (1)ecee--n- 14

ILouis R. Chauvenet (1)-- 13
rIarr-y Warner (1)--c--ee- 13
Larry Show =weccocceeaaoo 12
Gerry de la Ree —~=--=- -- 11
Al Ashley wermcocccrcan- 8
Chead Oliver ~—cavecmew-- 8
Willy Watson «—-c-cmmema 8

e gy gy g ——

(Mumbers above in parenthesis denote first place votes received.)
Continued on next page
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1945 BECWULF POLL

AISC RANS

Authors: G,0,Smith 19, Menning 18, ¥,Brown 17, Bloch 16,
Bleekwood 16, Cummings 15, Simgk 15, Leiber 15, Wilcox 14, Knight
13, Bedford-Jomnes 12, Bond 12, Howerd 12, Englesnd 11, Jemeson 11,
iilde (1) 10, Brend (1) 10, Dunsany 10, Bredbury 10, DelRey, Pat-
zerry Wellmen, Hell, Fischer, De Pina, W. Long, Tenner, Pescocek,
Bernes, Bok, Schechner, F,B,Long, ¥, Stevens, Serviss, Flagg, Bre-
ver, Saroyan, Cabell, James, Vachen, Eddison, Farley, MacArthur,
Gilmore, Thayer, Wylie, Woodford, Balmer, Sloan, Price, Shaver,
VWendrei, Browne, Benet, Nzthan, Verne, Clements, Heern, Leinster,
Williams, Geier, Sesbrook, l'cClary, Sterling, snd Verrill,

Fenst Oliver, Ashi. -, Koenig (1), Yerke (1), Sehnert (1),
Seair, Wiedenbeck, lNichel, Lowndes, Burbee, Emden (1), Keprer (1),
leson (1), Blish, Youd, Hunter, Hamel, Nitka, Intman, Splawn,
Gales- Sykora, Bridges, Kessell, Perry, Brown,; Wekefield, Daugh-
erty, Yaeger, Greenleaf, Perdue, Wheeler, Rothman, Wilsey, Dan-
iels, Russell, Saha, and Joquel,

Fenzines: Vulcan (1) 12, S'Inconmu (2) 10, Cenadian Fandom
(1) 8, Sun Spots 9, Centuri (1) 7, Rogebud (1) 7, Toward Tomorrow
(1) 5, Arcana (1) 5, Felix 7, Vampire 6, Ctgni &, Futurian War
Digest, Fantasy Vews, Vertigo, Fantasy Meg, S.F,Digest, Fantasy
Fan, Bizarre, Per:sdox, Phanny, Agenbite of Tmwit, Stellar, Infin-
itum, Fantasite, Brebus, lars, Thoth, Sappo, Cethe, Time Binder,
Knave, end Tconocclast,

Artiste: Orban (1), Jones (1), Lindsay (1), Tilburne, Don-
elly, St, John, Williams, Smith, Magsrien, Weidenbeck (2), Bergey,
Schneeman, Stevens, Rrundage, Clerk,; Knight, lorey, Brown, Mc-
Cezuley, Andercon, R.Isip, Parkhurst, Fox, Watson, Kramer, Timmins,
Giuntay; end Coye,

Pro-legezinegs Unknown (1), Super Sciencey Cenadien Super
Secience, Blue RBook, Wonder Stories,

Those who voted: Ashley, Warner, Stanley, Unger, ¥ollheim,
Lovndes, Daugherty, Anderson, E,E,Evans, Thompson, W.,Evans,
Croutch, Cheuvenet, Searles, Wiedenbeck, Swisher, Tucker, Acker-
men, Hussell, Douglas(Morojo), Laney, Kepner, Burkherdt, Kerden,:
Pox, Perry, Splewn, Innman, Wegemer, Alnutt, Jelbert, J. Kennedy,
Roekmore, Weinstcin, Gele, Burbee, Roberts, Gerdner, J,E,Kennedy,
Elsazrs Krmeger, Meddox. Dunkelberger, Deavigy Wheeler, Peterson,
Iinskowiitz, Sykora, Maso , Honig, and de 1la Ree,

Thoge who didn't rcturn ccrds: (To whom any complaints mey
be sent; Hemel, dJcifics, wertn, Kessell, Bassett, Wheslly, Wilsey,
Watenn, Bronson, Brown, Deniel, Fern, Jenkins, Koenig, Kusleny
Ligkscher, Michel, Perdue, Rouze, Ryder, Shaw, Weshington, Wil-
imczvk, Wright, Beoker, B, Evens, lesser, Ebey, Sehnert, Oliver,
Schwortz, Pogo, end Widner,

(T wish to thenk those of you who took the time to cegt your
votes cndy with the exception of two people,y the sincere menner
in which you did so, Gerry de lz Ree)



By Gerry de la Ree

The history of polls in science fiction fendom dates back just
ten years, In an article written for his fanzine "Fantesy Times',
and published in the Mey and June, 1944 numbers, Sam Moskowilz cov-
ered quite thoroughly the verious polls conducted in ﬁandom-fbom
1935 to dzte, For the benefit of those who perhaps did not have
the opportunity to see Sam's article, I would like 1o summerize
its more importent points here, with a few additions snd commenis
of my own, g}

The first serious polls were conducted by the Science Fiction
Leegue under the sponsorship of "Wonder Stories" megszine, These
SFL polls took the form of contests ir which fzns were rated by
their accurzcy in sznswering the questions ccked, The results were
made public in the April, 1935 issue of "Wonder Stories", In a
nutshell here are the results:

Most popular S-F author--1, David Keller; 2, A, Merritt; 3.John
W, Campbell, Jr.3 4, Stanton A, Coblentz; 5, E,E, Smith; 6. Edgar
Rice Burroughs; 7, H, G, Wells; 8, John Taine; 9, Jack Williamson;
gnc 19, Eendo Binder..."The Moon Pool" by Merritt was reted as the
top swory, while "Wonder Stories" wes voted the favorite pro-mega-
zine, .Torrest J, Ackerman ranked first in fan c¢ircles..."Fantasy
Magezine' wes £ one-cided selection as the top fanmag,

Tn Cctober, 1935 th: resulis of the second SFL poll viere pub-
lished, A few cheanges were recorded, and some were most interest-
ing. A, lerritt and Starton Coblentz slipped considerebly, while
E.E,Smith geined in prominence, znd & new-comer, Stanley G, Wein-
beum jumped up smong the top ten. Here ggeéin is & summery:

Most popular S-F esuthor--1, David Keller; 2, E,E, Smith; 3.John
W, Cempbell, Jr,; 4, BEdger Rice Burroughs; 5. Tie between Sten .
Weinbzum, Laurence Menning, and Richzrd Vaughan; 8. A, Merritt;
2. Jeck Williamson; 10. John R, Fern; 11, Stznton Coblentz.,."Ex-
iles of the Skies" took top honors zs the favorite stf story., It-.
was a novel written by Richerd Vaughan, who attained a brief pop-
ulerity meinly beceuse of it,,.Ackermen was ag€sin top fan end "Fan-
tasy Magazine' continued to lead the other fan publications, -

oome two years leter Jszck Speer sponsored the Oklahoma Insti-
tute of Private Opinion Polls., They were & series of polls which.
ran over & spen of several years and proved a populer feazture of
Clon F. Wiggins' frrmag, "Science Fiction Fan!, The gquestions asked
vagied greatly, but here are the results which I deem are still of
interest, . I

. The favorite fan magzzine (Dec. '37): "Science Fiction Fan',
ﬂ501ence Fiction Critic", and "Amstuer Correspondent. The top:
fans (Feb, '38): Don Wollheim, Forry Ackerman, John Baltedonis,



Olon Wiggins, Sem Mbskovhtz, Robert Madle, John Fichel, and Jimy
Tsurasi,..Favorite fan megazine (Feb, '38) "Science Fiction Fan',
"Science Fiction Collector®..,Top pro-meg (Mazy '38): "Astounding"
in a lendslide, with "Amazing" second and "Thrilling Wonder" third.
Top pro-meg (Dec, '38): liAstounding", Amazing", and "Startling",
Top fzng (karch '39): Wollheim, NoekOW1tz, and Ackerman in that. .
order,.. Favorite authors: 1, Camphbell-Stuert; 2, L, Sirague de
Camp; 3. Eando Binder; 4, David Keller; 5, Jack‘Willlanson...Fav-
orlte fen megezine (Aprll '89)-"Science Fiction F ah’t, *Spaceways",
end "New Fandom", - b

Robert W, Lowndes then conducted a poll in his smell gheet,
"Le Vombiteur", Lowndes asked the fans to vote for the ‘ten most
populer stf storiesy ernd from the results the following authors
renked: 1, H,G, Wells; 2. Olef Stepleton; 3. Sten Weinbzumy
4, Stenton Coblentz; 5, Devid Keller; 6, John Cempbell; 7, A Mer-
ritt; 8, B,E,Smith; 9 John Taine; 10. H.P, Lovecraft, The fav=-
orlte storles were. Coblentz 8 "In Ceverng Below", Stapleton's
"Last and First Men", and Weinbsum's "Bleck Fls me."

In the September 30, 1939 iscue of "le Zombie", Boa Tucker
published the results of his three-question poll, He had esked
for the one fen you'd resther correspond with, the one pro-meg
you'd rether purchese, smd the ore fan meg youtd rather purchase.
Ackermsn won the nod for top fzn, with Tucker second end Wollheim
third, "Spezceways" was reted the most populer fenzine, while
"Astounding" swemped its rivels in the pro-meg field.

Severel months leter Art Widner's first poll results begen
to ses vrint., The complete tebulotions of Widner's two polls cen
be found on the Tfollowing pzge elong with the results of lest
year's SGzowulf Poll,

The mein feult with Widner's polls wes the fact thet anyone
wes free to cest 2 vote, emd 28 ¢ result. groups from c1l over the
country flooded the ballot box with votes for the fevorite fan
end feozine in that section, Thus, I believe, the finsl tebule-
tiong were distorted,

Two yecrs cfter the Second Winder poll came thr first Beowulf
Poll. It was conducted on & mich smaller scele, with cerds being
gert to ecpproximetely 50 fens., If nothing else, this system
lergely discourcged the ballothbox flooding which 5p01led the Wid-
ner poils,

There is no need for me to enter into ¢ discussion of trends
from the first SFL poll 1o the second Beowulf Poll, By present-
ini these results I em giving the recders en opportunity to form
i own opinians on the subject.

the end
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WIDRER'S FIRST POLL  Wilhmws o fiBC0ND FOLL
1241 192
Authorst.lu...lllltil.l. 4 & u o g 4 4 ¥

1, Campbell-Stusrt(804)
2. Weinkaum (718)

o, momL Smith (E77)

. De Camp (612

5, V.G, Wells (<43)

N

0. willigmecon (&£D5)
7. Marriti {(400;
8, Lovresrzlr (381)
9, Taire (Z65)
10, Ke ler {257)

Fa:}s.l!'.O'.Il....l."..

1. Ackermzn (715)
2. Tucker (620)

3. Noskowitz (482)
4, Towrdes (428)
5., Wainer {(415)

6, Wollheim (333)
7, Madle (276)

8. Fortier (235)
9, Sykora (298)
10, Widner (212)

Famzines....voovvavnvens

ﬁeinlein
T o), S

siopbell-Stusrt

D2 Cam
barritt
Van Vegt
Huvherd
Williemason
LovecrsLlt
Azimov

Ackerman
Tucker
Warner
Lowndes
Gilibert
Rothman
Bronson
Wollheim
Unger
Thompson

L IR B BN B |

l. Specewsys (465) Spacewsays

2, Le Zomhbie (324} Fantesite

3., Suarduast (2825) V,0. M,

4, Achenist (267) Le Zombie

5. V.C.M, (282 Southern Star

€, Tactzzv Fews (243) Fantasia

| 2l ¥P.ILE,

£. "1ide (g2g) Eclipse

& omet (218) FPan-Atic

10.iaufare (212) Starlight
Art-’-St’S---ooo--oc-oago.a-onicao-

1, Ficlaye (216}

9, ©onl (o0 Yo Poll

3, Vegs=o (1413)

4, Certi2r (L18)

5, 3ok {105)
PT‘(;-TJI&E{EZi'I’]eS.........................-.

1. Astounding

. Wo Poll Unknown Worlds

Ga F.E M,

%u Weird Tales

& .

*..Civilian fan poll only,

Super Science

i & & & & 8
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1AST BREGWVULF POLL
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Merritt (=2097)
Heinlein (166)
Levecraft {(152)
Weinbaum (139)

Van Vogt (123)
E.E, Swith (106)

De Comp. {94)
Cemplbell-Stuart(89)
Ko% tner-Pacgeit (84)
Binder (67}

¢ 4 & 0 &0 2 2% 0 FF AN AN

*¥Tucker (127)
Widner (38)
Unger (36)
Warner (35)
Laney (32)
Shaw (32)
Ashley (28)
Wollheim (18)
Robinson: (11)
de 1z Ree (11)
Speer (11)
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1eZombie {(95)
Acolitye (64)
V.03, (84)
Fentesite: (35)
Daradox (20)
F.E.F, (39,
Fenewscard (28)
Vulcean (20)
Diableris (19)
Nebula (18)
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Finlay (141)

Bok (108)

Paul (8725
awprence (50)
Mergarian (23)

I O B R O TR T T T T T N BT I ]
F.F.M, (248) -
Astounding (139)

Weird Talizs (70)
Flauet (70)
Startling (44)
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