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FA$S T?Q    THE 3YDN Y FUT'-RN

GREETINGS FROM OVER THE OCEAN.’

To some of you attending the Toronto Science Fiction 
Convention, it may veil be news that there is such a thing 
as an organised fandom in Australia. To others, it will be 
like renewing an old acquaintance. You may have known of 
fan activities "down under" before .the Pacific incident 
that began with Pearl Harbour and ended with Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, but perhaps you did nor kndW that activities have 
now boon revived.

Because we feel that we are a part of a world-wide ip- 
teroot in imaginative literature, a global fandom that re­
cognises no boundaries, we have produced this special TOR- 
CC ’ number of TEE 3YD’ZY FFTifelAS. Vo hope that - .it will 
•serve as Australian ronresentation at the Convention, ard 
that you will derive some pleasure from reading: it.

"hen our Society was formed in November, 1959, ad­
opt . ‘ho name SOCIETY OF SYDNEY, at the suggest­
ion oi' 'illiam D. Venoy. Though its career has boon at 
times hectic (a characteristic of all stf groups) the club 
has existed for eight and a half years, andhas' held 86 
meetings. For the greater rart of its life it has been a 
urely local body, although several years ago it sponsored 
"utu.ri .n Federation of Australia. Then, at a special 

. tin ; in /'ovomber, 19'47, it was decided to delete the 
-.^,4- "of Sydney" from its name, and to admit no associate 
ikmboro fans living anywhere in the world. The Futurian 
Society now has 27 members; it has expanded from Sydney 
southward to Victoria and Tasmania; northward to Queens­
land; and across the oceans to Japan, England, Canada and 
the U.^.A.

"o believe that in the instability of this postwar 
era tho time is ripe for a widening of the scope of fan­
dom. ' ithout desiring to destroy the- independence of loc­
al fan clubs, we fool that so<at n&—jartisJ?! ergan^atien 
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could be sst up, to which fan elube and individual fans in 
unorganised areas could affiliate. A basis for such a glob­
al organisation has been created by tho formation of nation­
al associations — the h.F.F.F. in America, tho British Ban- 
tasy Library, the nor; Canadian bcionco Fiction Association, 
th® Futurian Society in Australia — which in practice over- 
1 .p; wo Bono for some truly international body in times to 
cone, for there are aany ways in which fans in different 
countries can assist one another in tho collection and ap­
preciation of stf, weird and fantasy fiction.

Tho Futurian Society (rZ "of Sydney") was born, we said, 
in November, 1959- But science fiction fans.had existed in 
Australia long before that data, as evidenced by tho rapid 
salo of American prozincs. At least twice, clubs had b.on 
forood; The Sydney Chapter, Science Fiction League, and lat- 
gr the Junior Australian ocience Fiction Correspondence Club 
— to which several nombers of tho early FSS h„d previously 

- belonged. Thore are ru lours of a club in Adelaide, S.Afbut 
these cannot be verified.

while wo enjoyed the steady ar-ival of U.S. nay^zines, 
and the conditions of the 1919—^9 truce 'ore not seriously 
disturbed, tho Futurian Society grew until it had thirteen 
icibers. Thon the intensification of tho war, tho Ban, and 
internal disagreements cut this number back to a handful. In 
Liny 1940, a genoral ban was imposed on the- importation of 
Anorican magazines. This can has never been lifted, and so 
Australian fans have had to roly on tho generosity of over­
seas fans to obtain any stf. From time to time, Australian 
books of interest to f ns have appeared, md we have boon 
•able to return tho gesture; but it is a paradox that today, 

—with science fiction magazines rarer than unargumontativo 
fans, the Futurian Society is stronger than ever before.

At tho moment thetSocioty.has ton members living in and 
abound Sydney, and seventeen associates scattered vuj tho 
root of tho planet. Possibly in the future it jay bo found 
advisable to resume the original atatpc of a local club,per-
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haps as a unit of that world-spanning association;but in tho 
post-war revival of fandom wo consider that • the greatest 
service is rendered by acting as a blanket organisation.

The headquarters .f the Futurian Society are in Sydney, 
•where meetings hro hold at least ones a m-nth. Pans able to 
att nd wetings may bocc.au full ndmbors, for which the sub- 

• scripti-^n is one guinea per year. Associate members, living 
outride tho etropolitan area in Australia er olcowhoro in 
the British Empire, pay half this amount, it. 3. and Canadian 
supporters -ay -pay their annual subscription by sending one 
dollar's worth of current stf to tho club library. Either 

' f^rmCcif momborship entitles the fan to receive all club pub­
lications free. for these living in the Australasian post­
al Sroa the club conducts a ra^idly-gra.ing library of boek^ 
oa. ?.zinco excerpts and fanzines.

Australia has had. its crop of fan publicati ns, although 
since tho war THE SYDNEY FUWRIAN is its sole vci^iTho first 

•oographod fanzine was st one-shot, AUSTRALIAN FAN Ni. Sjpub- 
lishod in May 19J9- Then camo ULTF ., SO&, FUTURIAN OBSERVERJ 
CC3rCS, f^U5, a-□'iRA—FANTASY, _.ELBO’’RNE BULLETIN, PROrSS FUT— 
*RE, SCIENCE & FANTASY FAN REPCqFER and -N^RIaN SPOTLIGHT. 
Tho mud-sheets pure and simple published tno reatest nu~bor 
'f issues. OBSERVER lasted 57 issues and • REPORTER $4 issues. 
REPORTER .a? 0,0 a weol'ly, and never missod a neck or a^oHLaod 
late, if tho others, Eric E. (not Frank) Russell's ULTRA ran 

■for 14 issues, from Octcb rr 19J9 to early 194-2.

' Who aru the Sydney Futuriana? Glancing at the .0 -.berohip 
list we dissever a. <niversrity Tutrfy, half a. dozen University 
students ir several ox-students, a radio’ writer, a ngaaine 
■editor, a phamacist, an artist, •f.tlay analyst, an able sea- 
mari, a st. ro an, a musician, a tailor and a plumber. In com­
mon they b?.vo an interest in scientific and fantastic liter­
ature — and with eno voice they send a hearty nossa® of 
cungratulatione t'q their North African cousins lueley enough 
to bo attending tho sixth World Science Fiction Convention.

bocc.au
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MEI3ERS OF THE FJTURIAN SOCIETY
1. Stirling accboy;
2. Mra. LH Holeonorth; 160 Beach St, Congee, Sydney*^ NS
5« Trie F. Ruesoil; 274 Edgocliff Rd, ' oollahrn, Sydney, 1"3V.T
4. Grahn.~i Stone; 160 Beach St, Coogce, Sydney, FSl
5- Vol Molesworth; 160 Beach St, Coogco, Sydney, '.3..
6. (A) '.'.'arwick Hockley; 13J Dornin Rd, South Ynrra S.E.l. 'ol- 

bourno, Vic.
1- (A) C *lin Roden; 27 Zan St, Newcastle, ?S3 .
8. CO Ralph a. S lith; Flat 2, "Rh .dosia” ncloay St, potto 

Point, Sydney, NSW
9- (A) S 10021, a/B Haddon, A.7'; No- 5 floss, H.n.^.S. " arra- 

liunga" C/~ G.P.O. Sydney, NSW
10. (a) Stephen Cooper; 9 Malabar Rd, South Coogoo, Sydney, MS’A
11. (A) Donald W. Tuck; 27 Audley St, North H^ort, Tas.
12.(A) Capt. K-F.Slater; "Riverside" South Brink, ’isbech, 

Cambs, England
1J. ’Sillian D. Vcncy; 204 Beach St, Coogoe, Sydney, LIS
14. Stan Baillie; 10 Harry Ave, Lidcorabe, Sydney, US'?
15. (a) Charles S. Hu st ch in; Twoed St, Coolangatta, Qld.
16. S.L.L&mach; No. 4 Flat, 29 hoynotte St, Randwick,

Sydney, N3’7
1/. Jock McKenna;

13. (a) Bruce ' . Sawyer; 79 -.*.lico St, ^yburn, NS..
19. (A) Bob Geappon; 2 Stoke St, No*; Town, Hobart, Tas.
20. (a) Roy ’"illia-10; 69 King St, Rockdale, Sydney, NSW
21. (A) Forrest J. Ackemn; Box 6151 Metro. Station, Les 

Angelas 55, Cal, U.S.A.
22. („) David A- Maclnnes; Apt- "E”, 1619 Eastern Avo, 

Balti ’.ore 21, ' aryland, U.S....
25. (A) M’oc Dinor; 445 Kt. Pleasant Ave, hostm-unt, 

. ontreal 6, Quebec, Canada
24. (7-3 San A. cGoy; 951 Harrison avo, 1, nd^n, Ont-, Canada
25. (a) Russell J. Hodgkins; 774 Caliburn Drive, Los

Angelos 2, Cal. U.S.A-
26. (.<) Maurice Pc^/oll; 528 Sixty-firstSt, Oakland 9, ’

Cal, U.S —
27- ?• Glick (Bluey); C/- H. Brunen, Box 56, The Union, 

University of Sydney, NSW
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THE FUTURIAN SOCIETY LIBRARY

• Thd Futurian Society Library now contains 71 magazines, 
28 books, 8 excerpts and over 200 copies of 66 fan public­
ations. Use of the library is open to all •■embers living in 
till nustralasian postal aroa, charge being Jd. per item per 
fortnight.

I'Any thanks to Les Angelenos L. Holt and J. yatt for
donations of magazines made through Maurice Powell, and tc 
rthvr Haddon, who sent us a number of Armed Forces Editions 

from Japan. Thanks also to the various .icmtcrs who have put 
ity ;s in on loan. Completely unexpected and vary welcome, 
too, wore the four magazines just received from James Einco 
cf moxas.

Latest bocks, added to the Library include Professor J. 
0. Bailey's historical analysis of science fiction,"Pilgrims 
Through S>aeu and Tino,11 for which Jd. per week will be 
charged; "Miracles Ahead" by Carlisle and Lathan; "Lost Ho­
rizon" by James Hilton; "Tales of Mystery and Imagination" 
by E. A. Poe; "This is Our World" by Paul B. Scars;"Rockets 
and Juts" by H. S. Zim; and "The Edge of Running Water" by 
“illiam Sloane.

New prozines include Amazing Stories Jan, Jul. 19j4 and 
Fob. 19J8 and Mar. 1948; Wonder Stories Feb, Jul, Aug.'j4 
and Feb. 1956; T.W.S. Jan. 1940; A-S.F. Oct, Nov, Dec.1947 
and Jun. 1948; Super Science Stories May 1940; Harvel S. S. 
Fob. 19J9; "'eird Tales May 1945, Mar 1948 (25th Anniversary 
Issue!); Startling Stories Lar 1946; F’.F.M. Jun-1947; Fan­
Tasy Book No. 2; Blue Book Dec. 1947.

Among the new fanzines are copies cf LE ZOMBIE;SYNAPSE;
SPACEWAYS; TYMPANI; the 19J9 YEARBOOK OF SCIENCE; WEIRD and 
FANTASY FICTION; SHANJRI D'AFFAIRES; WILD HAIR; GORGON; OP- 
ERiTION FaNTAST.

Overseas fans please note — you support the Futurian 
Society, obtain the Sydney Futurian regularly, and do a ser—
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vice to ^strallaii fans gerMrally, by sending • pi-ezines to 
the club library. '}! w-rth pays an annual suoscripticn as 
an associate icn'-or; r pne currant rresino will pay for 6 
consecutive issues ef 1'5 SYDNEY FWU InN.

Material for cho Library should bo sent to Mrs. L.Moles— 
worth; 160 Beach St, Ooogoo. Sydney, Nafc.

(Mc.ibers — a now Libr ry c _t’ loguu will shortly bo is­
sued, probably witH the n. xt "YDNEY i LT'P.IAN ?)

CORhT.aFGN^SGTLCK .

;ith everyone t_Ikin' about the TOICuN — in case .you 
were chalkin' that pun up for yourselves — wo quote, ap- 
pr-praitoly enough, the loiters of too roll-known Canadian 
funs; Mro Dinor and C« J- Bcuia-.cod. President and Secret­
ary respectively of the Honur^al S. F• Society.

"Science fiction certainly scons to to having a post­
war boon;" Bowie-Reed writes, ''Before tho nit there sac a 
toon—a.-o club in Toronto plus tho fanzines LIGHT, CENSORED, 
and CANADIAN FANDOM. The club and CENSORED folded, LIGHT 
went irregular, and CANADIAN FANDOM was the s la survivor. 
In i-^aabiir 1946 Moo Diner and Basil Rattray in M'ntro.l, 
and nyself at Dawsen College (JO miles out of town) formed 
the M.3.F.S. During the summer Toronto organise^, and in 
oct-Nov. Hamilton organised- Flans have soon undertaken to 
revive the Canadian A~.io.teui Fantasy Press. T 'rente has pro­
duced KACYE?:E; Ll^ET has seen o. new xssuo, and we in Mont­
real aro preparing to put ou+. CE."301Er again.

"By tho niddlo of ilov . 1947 we in Montreal hs.d a ncri- 
bership of five, end vie decided te start a publicity can— 
peign — in four newspapers and over station CJaD. Mo-.bor- 
ship is now 27, with five to ten prospective members. 7e 
feel that nenborship should go higher than this, since the 
English-speaking population of ontreal is about 250,000 
(little less th«.'n 20% of the total population). As it is,
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OCRFE jpOFJDEi’CE — c ntinucl.
tn? -f rur present -joiabors aro of French Canadian origin, 
although speaking In lish new1, and 1st Vico President Cecil 
de Brotigny is cf French rigin. — about JOO years ago.

"One f our newer r*nbcrs, David Jenkins, is fro-? Ausipj 
rnlia. / ’hat, another one 1 8eens to, me at times that usrc 
people leav£ n.us oral ia_ than stay hur^.— G.S./ He still has

-t we call quite an accent; though that is purely a mat­
ter of opinion."

From associate Member 2$, Loe Diner, comes tho Y/elcomo 
nevs of the formation of a national fan body in Canada — 
tho Canadian Science Fiction Association. "Tho set-up is 
that tho Assoc? .tion is run by one of tho throe organised 
club_>. (Toronto, Hamilton, iontr«al) To start with, neither 
Toronto nor we in Montreal could take the job,so — Hamilton 
smallest and least experienced cf the three, is doing it.

"Trobably to start with, this year at least, th-ro will 
be little of consequence done., but we hope to do a few worth­
while things next year." /In which you have our support and 

’ c ongratulations./

' u in Montreal are virtually prostrated by the fact 
that it is exam, time frna nu. till ay at the University 

' (affecting most of our members and almost all of our cxecut- 
* ives) and also by the fact that we are trying to get out tho 

f-rst issue ^f_CE*.30RED. ’e aro not exactly hyperactive, 
right nxf.B /"_ can sympathise with you there, : ?c — a num­
ber of our members aro University students, whose stfnal act­
ivities arc periodically so interrupted./

Arthur Hadden writes fr m Tokyo: "...^s I predicted, 
and anticipated, comments rorc mostly c ntrn, in regards my 
article. I hope the fact wasn't overlooked tbit I said my 
views as expressed did net detract from y enthusiasm* Then 
avain, the ^article wns originally written some weeks before 
fcamo to Japan.
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COR EJPC1U3SNOE- — continued '••

Bill Venoy tolls no to forget it. May I ask, ’ ’Forgot 
what, Bill:1 apparently the mistaken idea of his letter id 
to ’ arn me against finding er being another Messiah. I 
have no ideas of forming a Purity Guild /purity in fandom?., 
[■light bo an idea at that — G.S7 so that I can say, 'bo 
read stf, but our minds are perfect,' nor even do I demand 
that .a fan’s private life ho investigated in order to ke£j 
out social undesirables, /Ah, if it wore, that oas^ i— -.S./ 
...All I ask is that his desirability as a. fan bo investigat­
ed. Ignorance of fan matters is no handicap, (if so, -chare 
would now fans come in?) but a disregard " for our ideals 
would be. Surely that is ylaueiblc and understandable. 
/if ne could define what real! y are cur ide als, yes — G • S~77

"As far Grata, his criticism seems to bo based on def­
initions a la Stone. /Guilty — G. S./ .idmittodly, tola de­
gree an escapist reads fiction to transport. him from" his me­
nial obligations, but isn’t he also a man who roads his lit- 
craturc as a pamphlet telling him of the glory to bo had. In 
our case, Utopia would be a world free of class, distinction, 
creed difference, superstition, primitive inhibitions and 
out lodod social laws, a ^orld -where our curiosity "would 
be satisfied...we could enjoy the scientific benefits our 
hearts crave. If that isn't escaping from a w~rld wo wore 
born in too soon, then I don't .know what f

"Evidently Graham is trying tp say in a most pedantic 
manner that to escape from reality by reading stf is to con­
front oneself with a more frightening formula of nature than 
ever. If that were jso, esen ism -would not -bo possible. /Oft­
en the mare frightening formula- confronts in modern stf — 
surely the deluge of.atomic war storioa and other variati na 
on the theme of doom to mankind are--net •encouraging? — G.3./

"Apart from bowing ray head to Eric and mumbling'touche' 
my defence rests. So /indecipherable Japanese word./"

Arthur contrib'*W» a rwiszo for th® member whose vc^p in
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CORRESPONDENCE — continued.
tha poll on favourite stories most nearly coincided pith the 
result, in the form of a Japanese handr-pa inting on silk of 
Lena the Hyaena. Vol qclosw"rth son it, having voted for no 
less than eight of the first ton — the next nearest vote had 
enlv three.

A short note from liombcr 4, Graham Brice Stone:"I’ve had 
a look at the 3HANGRI - D'AFFAIRES and ILD HAIR the Library 
just get .in, and I'd like to say hero and now that they rep­
resent just about the lowest ebb in amateur journalistic eth­
ics I've ever seen — and I've seen plenty in my seven yB$rs 
in fandom. I never thought I'd sec such unprincipled and 
obscene abuse in print; I hope the fans over there will take 
stops to seo there's no more of it. To me, for all its crud­
ities and defects, fandom is a society within a society — a 
culture founded on self-respect, square dealing, and fellow­
ship, within a, culture based on — well, other princi; les.

"In the complete freedom of perfectly voluntary assoc­
iation, wo coon bo ourselves, instead of harnessing cur minds 
to a team. There's nothing on Earth like it, even in the 
wcnd-wldo network of the general bibliophiles. It has al­
ways been essentially docent — open to the point of brutal 
frankness, with opponents on any question fairly, if v«he* 
mo fitly, debating their point in the open, and remaining per­
sonal friends whatever names they called each ether in t rint. 
Our culture has survived the Ne’: Fandca-Futurian split, the 
political disputes, the patriots-versus-pacifists affairs, 
the Cos 1c Circle, the Pro-Scientific 'ovoment, and so on 
without coming down to the level of the gutter or of modern 
society, without forgetting the understanding and hope that 
sot us apart from the non-fan. Do wo have to go to pieces 
st. ccrpletcly over this silly Shaver business? Surely not. 
The individu .Is who have perpetrated this now outrage against 
fan integrity don't belong in our midst — in fact, I would 
say that they are not fit to live in any civilised society."
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AUSTRALIAN FANTASY BOOKS
Sr® tine to tine Looks of interest to a fantast, and 

less often strictly Mionce fiction works, have boon pub­
lished in Australia- To list then all would bo a fomidiblo 
task, although S.L.Larnach has a fairly ccnnlcte list which 
so nay wake available soon. The list given here is ncroly 
eno of itons printed during and since the ”.r.

"Out of the Silence" by Earl Cox. This is perhaps bot- 
tor known overseas than any other Australian stf book — un­
less you count the books of Australian-born J-M.^alch, Sir 
Julius Vogel, otc. This tile of a surviv r of Ion past 
civilisati"n, living in suspended animation through the n ;cs, 
-ri finally published in the 'twenties, was re- rintod for the 
fifth or sixth tine early in the war;'A now edition has now 
been done, although for sone unexplained reason it has not 
been on goner 1 sale in Sydney yet. Frieds &/6, Robertson and 
iullens, Melbourne•

"The Missing Angel" by Earl Cox. published late last year 
and still to be had at 10/6, this took is similar to the new 
"Out of the Silenc " but on better paper, thugh a sli-uner 
volume. It is a hunorous fantasy, airiest UMKO'.N stale, and 
quite mod. AL*o from R.’^.K.

"Tonnrrov; and T morrow n by M. Barnard Eldership. «. socio­
logical story of the "resent an 1 future. Viewpoint is partly 
early 20th ccnturv, riainly four hundred years hence. At 12/6 
it's a well produced v -k, -oil worth it if you like a cial 
theorising. Fro a ijeorgian Peuse, Melbourne.

"Through Space to the Planets? an:1 sequel "Rangers of the 
’onivorso" by inifred Law. ^wo juvenile books — very juven­
ile indeed. . ouldn't r; contend those except to a 100;b cm— 
pietist s'oci-alising in stf juvenilia. Prices var;/ frm 4/6 
to 5/6 — b‘th I think have been reprinted fron the omic 
plates once nr twice.

These are all the b-und books I kno®( of since 1959? there 
were, hcwov&, s paper-covered itons, listed overleaf.
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THE "GURYEV,ONG" BOOKS
"Ths Living Dead", "Subterranean City" "Other rids", 

"King the Underseas", bv J ."1. Honing . Also "Timo Marches 
Off" by lie-ling '’ndor ths psuodonyn cf Paul de Broder.■

"apo of God", and "Monster at Larger by Vol Mowinorth.
"L rds of lor ent' bind" , Prie nobs, cflSer o'nt^ LaJndJ,and 

" arri*rs of Sorp^jh LandS-by Alan Connell.
—Those are 64-pago pccket-sizod booklets — price varied 

from 6d t' 91- Lu well ut *f print nra.

Similar publications from other publishers included:— 
"Stratosphere patrol", "Spaceward Hol" and "The ihroo Rocket- •& 
ears" by Vol Molasworth; "Formula for Power" by Loon Batt.
"Wclfblood" by Vol Holesworth.

In better format — bound in cardboard covers in the 
fanner f the Penguin Books, with jackets: "The Hocus R."t" 
invisibility st or” by L.B.Foster; and "Voyage to Venus" by 
Don Healey.

Those lo^l efforts ranged from excellent to frightful, 
and fell far short of filling the gap left by the absence of 
jpportod stf. Sone fans here have copies still, so anyone 
.overseas interested should write to enquire ab ut thoh.

Apart from those, some Penguin editions wore printed in 
Australia — practically identical with English ones, but 
stapled instead of stitched. No comprehensive list can bo 
given at present.

Vol.- Molesworth, , who regularly edits THE SYDF3Y FTTTURIAN, 
is in hospital nt present, co arc sorry to say. Ho was ten­
tatively scheduled for an op erat i n in a few weeks’ ti_io,hut 
has boon admitted earlier than planned, and arrangements are 
somewhat awry, wo offer oum best wishes for speedy rec?vory, 
in which we arc sure all fans will share — let’s hepj he is 
back home before you over there road cf his misfortune'.

This Ip sue is published in the unfortunate absence’ uf Vol 
Molesworth, official editor, by Graham Stono. Editorial ad­
dress is 160 Beach St, Coogco, Sydney, NSw, Australia. Price 
to non-members of the Futurian Society, Jd.’^icnpy. To Am­
ericans, exchange arran omonts announced ^IsJfcScre.


