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In‘responee 1o the averwhelming number of requestse(the exact 4
:;3 1, § bepiadg which wis reslly ove;whelming)qio juép up the ciigiia-
1zgze?f VHS, I have deciied to turn this shest into 1 subscription mag-

This chnge brings many othera in its whke, Firstly, it wi -
forthlba nineographedi, Seconily, it will keep 2 reguii; bi-wezil;egggedu
ule, And thirdly, the editoriil pdlicy will not remain what it wig. ¢
The 1lssues that hnve alreadiy appeared were integrated with no thoucght of
redler interest and less of public opinion, but in the future, as the '
lifg~blood of moneyx now courses ithru the once-free veins, every care
will be taken. I will dispense with slm~-bang criticiem & la Duncsn,and
turn %o 3 much milier form of grubbving after the hidden truth, with an
occasionsl mugget of fiction and poetry if the mood happens %o etrike,

VHS will, howaever, rew3in primarily an organ of oriticien, and will
not hesitate to carry in pliin type uy opinione ani outlook on the stf
world in general, ani the fan field in particular,

Needless to say, I will welcome any nnd all letters that you mag coare
to send me about material that appesrs on this pape. iy personal corres-
pendence is small enough so that I can accomodate almost Any number nmore
corredponientss.s And in line with this, I will alsc welcome exchange sub-
scriptien propositions; in fact, I will give any fan editor 2 issues of
VHS for 5¢ in payment of a long temm gubscription to their amateur effort,

_ And 1mstly, let me ciution any rexler not to expect news in ViHS. Def =
initely, and let me emphisize thig, definjitely I d¢ not intend to atteprt
to énter intg competition with the le3iding sif news sheet, FANT ASY=NEWS ¢
No ¥scoope® will appear in this sheet unless I happen {0 be very, very
lucky, or mike the news myseli, ' .

_ _Thst much wind-uniexr the bridge-work, I wiil goniingds _ . o o '~ -
VAN HOUTEN SAYS~--=~=-=-~Chic®go, ah, Chicagotl Once a land of flowering
fans and sprightly SFL chapters; now a wadteland with the chalky bonas
of oblivien and the IFF eticking out of -ite smoking sands, Reineberg's
Rough Riders vs, the Hounds of Hamling, ani the country round is pitted
ray blsets 3nd H.E.ehell holes. And the beaten alink sbout the ruins
-serating oocoties ani thinking 3about thely faded glories.

VMot that Hamliing 4idn!t nsve it coming. On good authority I have
it thit he 1s not % nice persaon to know, being afflicted with a monater
of a2 superiority complex, whioch drivss him to oppese any and all plans
that sre not the b rggnchild of the Hon. Hamlinge

™yt that isn't important. What renlly counts is that it puts PAGHE- for
the 1940 convention on & spaculative basis once more. If the IFF is to
nave dissention within itself, how will it be able to oope with the
tremendpus tesk of planning a world comvention? Is this meraly a pra-
1imdnary strewmlining prepstory o throwing iteelf into action without
nampering voices in ite ear, or is it a blow, dealth tellingly right a%
the start of its rise to faie?

T nor snyone else I trow, woulin't like to hazard a gueses right now,

but i‘m afraid thst this puis the IFF, =and the cenvention cemaittea in

a ccaprimising position, indeed,



VA ROUTIN SAYS - - ~ Thru eniky nd clwniestine chinnels, which did not
; en%1}Y any sort of purch1se. gn my pirt, I had the opporfunity to reid in:
the November UNKWOWN this week, and I must say it'e pretty frowsy. Miut®
~-98id4 Bditor Ownpbell when I said I d4i1in*t like welrd fiction, "do yau
~ krnow why you den't like it? 3lecaupe you haven't read any really good &
si- 4different weird fiction. And thatts whnt I intend to print in-UNKNOWN.
You'll like it, never fear,®
At the time, X riskel being drawn and quartered by shaking my head in
s dubious manner. Since then I have passed thru the succeseive etagee of
wrinkling my noee, sneering quietly, eneering very loudly, and throwing
the msgazine acroes the room. This last is what I did with the eald Nov-

omber 123US47 T suppose it had its merits, but I didn't like it It stank
Super horces ani plots made out of thin alr, impossibdle wishwfulgil.manﬁc
and grotesque quirke of eituation. Written purely and openly ®s "Jocrpe
litarstuve, something for the frustrated ego to turn to for molaca, Well
1 Fueas I hwen't a frustrated ego.

Coéggy, heio is how 1t stacked up for me.

OVER=~ good. The best thing about the whole mag. INSIDE IIJIUSTRAT -
bad, either ocartoons or juste--«bad, .. J Nl

1. THE JONQCLE by ' H W Guernsaey. This story takes place, not on §he
strengih of its hoary plot or the supermsn, Axdenth? but'tor’ite :ourage«
enling, While not strickly refreshing, it was certainly better thsn hav-
1ng tggﬁtggéprfggiples united in the end,-

. ARONZE DOOGR by Riymond -Chandler. 014 plo¥, garlish and unbalan
c:;::Cter' Pat eniing., Not my formula for a clsssié, but 1t was welli~ o
7‘ n BE.' coh o '

S. THE QUESTION IS ANSWERED by Steward Todd or Toland, or whatever
happegd to be the gentlemsn's name. Maybe,- just meybe, it is & pathow
legicalﬁg:aéibil{tx!fbut I doubt it. Nothing weird, nothing unknown-
wmwnmOtNinge - 7 7 : :

4+ -S0NS "OF THB "JEAR 'GUD by Norvell W Page. Of all thie super super-
herces, Prestor John fp the most nmseatingly perfegtly boring. His
endless cutting off of h#l¥s ani arms and halving of bodiee ie nmudling
tripe for my taste, and shows an intrinsical juvenility of the author,
Much to0 obviously meant as 4 wish fulfillment. -

. DAY OFF by H L Gold. One_of the-just_plain _bsd things,

VAN HOUTEN SAYS = = = I wonder wh: happendd %o Michelism (pronounced
Klcheelism)$. Its 1dedliis%ie perpetrator, John Blyithe Owen Michsel, and
hie sbartive brain-child seems to have dropped out of the puvlic favoer
vewry quickly. His frightened attempte %o lard things over by cryiag uhat
e xcnvelist was one who thought science-fiotion could be a fo:rje icy
worid gnod {which 4rove many celabrities %o sponsor the view that 1%.
00u1dn?tl 44dn't £ull the podr fens as much as he hoped. Michawliam ie.
¢

{deslist ormuniem, or Technocricy, or Socislism, 38 ths cave m3y be
ani Aoes not mean ma}ely, hat a peé%%n,%elievee %%ht the sﬁi:iz aifsﬁf

1 n good force snd will accomplich. somethings This definition includes
nearly every fan, ami ‘sbise of thom resent: being sseociated with &' group
who are. 3dnitted Cermunibts. ORAS '

Hence, I saee now, the repistance I encountered when I stated thnt
sciance-fiction was for something more than reading material. They
thought I was ¥ Miohaelist; a Communist. No, friends, Dr. Clark in
partioular, you are lsboring under a delusion. You were hooked, to a
small extenf, ani I got the iirty gné of the Stickl



