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With this isk, as I pronisecd scvoral importart changecs have baenn
nede in V,W¢ I've got a mimeo of my own now ard this should cna 12 me
to bo on o definite 6 = 7 weok schodule starting with this ish,

Of coursc thorc night bo other things that could hold up
publication, bub these arc neogligible, Itis tho mirco thiat counts e
as any faned knows,

Anyway, check on the timo between this ard 1last ish, and scoc for
yoursclf,

I'm also tryirpg to bring you the best material thot ean be
pottene  To prove this, I'm run~irg in this ish onc of the most
urusual itens cvor to be fourd in a fnz, o play. I don't think I've
over scon a play pubbed ir a fmz, and 1t's a darm shamo too,
Sometirics a play 1s the orly nediuws that can convey to nn audicnco
{readers or othecrwisc) the atmosphoerc that trec nuthor trics to ~ive
to it. I honcstly beliove that tho play, WITCH, is onc of thosc
tinmcse

But you don't have teo takc ny word for it, Road it for
yoursclf cnd sco how rcally worderful it is,

Youfvo probably noticed that tho cover for this ish is ditto'd
irstcad of minco'd, This is bocause I had tre usc of tho office
ditto .for awhilc and decidecd it was too rmueh troublc to nimco tho
covor, Didn't cost nc anythirg aryway,

Cantaria 1llocd his own articlcs in #3, This is for thosc
of you whe didn't rocagnizo the stylo.

Catania's in thish too., This tirc with a somi-scrious articlo
about BEMs. Thoc boy can writc if he trics,

Thc proposcd chartor will bo found on the last fow pagos as
I promisod,s FPlcasc votc on it by not writing unless you don't
like all or part of it and would 1TIkc to nake a chanrc, IETIIL save
a 'lot of work, Rgsults will be pubbed in #7 or 8.

My thanx to Bob Berth, 35 Glorhill Road, Mattapan 26, Mass.,
for helping out with tho chartor,

Docs anybody know thc wheroabouts of Roy Ce Scllor? I know
ho moved but I car't find his prescrt address,

After this ish 1s printed, nomin~tions for candidacy will be
accoptod urtil April fifth as deseribod in tho Charter, Article V,
scction two,
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Variantia (cont.)

How cbout scnding ir sore matoerial? T know you gut tirod of
scolng the samc old rcquost but do you think I fecl when I look in
riy file for material ard find I have none?

As a natter of fact, until about two woeks aftor #3-4 was
printcd, it was so bad that all t@is ish would'vc contairoed would be,
the cover, the contorts page, the cditorial, the ghartor and thie
becover. However, thanx to such swell puople ns Yred Chappell,

A.C, Cstania, Hark Moskowitz, and abovo all, Dzve Merron, tlhis ish
is turning out protty swell.

So, how aohout sondinrg in sore pood natorial? Itd like articles
cspoeially (prefcrably huuorous or scrii=serious) but I dornt't rcfusc
to look at anything just as long as it's goods, I've 7ot no prcjudices
against anything thot nakes good reading.

Yo edde now lhas sorcthirg that should make o collcetor glvo
both his eyc tceoth for., I'd likc to scc anybody c¢lsc with o copy of
Galaxy, Voll, #1 - siancd by John W, Carpbelll - (and H.L. Gold too,)

Want to road sorcthing really unusual? Mocbius S-F Novel
#1, "“hc Livos and Tinos of a Schrugian Guk" has sono of the nost
cntortaining and furriost, as well as urususl readi-g you've over
S00N,

Don't riss wi.ecrh the lero is trapped over = lakoe of molton
melybdsnua or his undcerground adventurcs in th. cavorns of a strangc
planct ir the Airdronmecda Galaxy. Don't miss his battlc for surviwval
arongst thc robots of the planct Tirklcpopccr: ard, most irmportant
of all, don't niss his nadecap roscucs,

This outstandirg rovel is only ore of a brilliart forthecoming
scrics tooe.

To geot this epic mag, which is somcthing no far shonld pass
by, sond 10¢ to: MNocbius, c/o yc cd (addross on cortorts page)
and you'll get your copy by rcturn maile

Scc you in Phillyeeececeass

Shel
PS I Found” 'f T4 S5e . X - o ez
O r nd ) w i t."./ JC-’-&;/‘J ol £ 55 :‘_.___t 2
—lrhl(-’ i‘)((d {'&Gf‘ “"’:‘. . l{. =
-
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WITCH - A play

(For Wilkic Conner, who likes bittor-bit ondirgs)

by
Davec Merron

Sccno: a cross-country storc, It is a small shack in the
backwoods of North Carolina. Cattle Feed, "shorts", fortilizcr,
and grass sccd arc stacked in burlap sacks against tho walls of tho
shack. Rocd peppers and tough grass and cotton ropes linc thoe walls.
Thero 1s a small counter with stronked rmcat and fatback 1aid on top
of it, all covered in grceasy brown papcer from torn-up papcr bogs so
that the flices can't got to it. A dorr with a dirtecovcred windows
is in the back of tho hut, just to the left of the courter. A
lantern hanging down from the ceiling is ir the oxact conter of tho
roorl,

Throo mcn arc scated on three nail kegs, just urnder the lanterne
They arc playing cards on a tablc having another nail keg for tho
basc, with the 1lid from a great barrel for the top of the toblce

Loang: A youngster of about scventoen ycars of agc is soeated
facing tre door on his lcft, with his back slightly toward tho
audicncc. Hc 1s rather tall, but a littlo stoop-shouldorcd with fair
hair and a clean=-shaven facc. He talks ruch and oxeitodly,

5 4 / X

"Unclc": An eldish man b L8 Vel X%
of abou€ sIxfy-five with a bald # .f/?\ﬁRQQA\L?\"
head and a red nosc, Hc is R AN .
woaring a rod sweat shirt, cut 1 Nn B vt
off shortly and raggodly in the 5 \N E%/“//A '*‘\/\) !L;L
slcoves, and dirty, dark-blue $ SE‘VC/’yEﬂ‘\?- P
"coveralls", unbuttonéd down '«f'ifyjf\b\\\ ; />TT\_ Bl
the sides with galluscs twisted (€ . J-C;—f/
awry » v ik N\ ¥ l,

- ) } / \ - -

Ed: sits facing the ,)»\\ !<\//’\QC k.
audicneo, with Bils back ; ‘\x\‘ Y1 5 N ;5
dirocctly.te thc door, Ho talks ‘\ng.* - j AR T
rmaches He Is sclfecenfidont and ¥ /5k\ - ‘(. F\
roungh and ho is winning at tho \ 3 Gl
cards, He takes, norc ofton than o

thc others, blg drinks from the kerosone jug full of wilskey on tho
toble, Hc is wearing short "joans" and a loud, but Bory soiled shirt,

Outslide, thc weather is storny, The rain beats ficrccly and
thc wird howls around the tightly-closcd door, --- Ed holds his cards
under thc slightly swaylng lantcrn, as if pcering at thon to bring
them in focus. Thon he takos two cards from his hand and lays thon
in thec middle of the tablo, ===

% 5% cont, noxt pge




WITCH {cont.)
La; "Hero, decal me two, -Unclc.”
Lang: I nood throec, herce
w=-w Unclo discards ard pgives hinsslf thrcce ==

Td: Surc is hcll out thorc =-- I'd surc hate to be (eI aLjo* alic,
~e= Ratscs Lobpg twe =-- Surc 1s hcells

Unclc: I don't like it, No How, «- Hs doosn't ralsc, Calls
Ed's hand, == Blcck weathor out thors tonipght. Witchin! weazther.

= g P o

Lang: Yop. I romembor it vas just 1like this about this-time

last mornthe = Throus dovr his cards disgustedly. Ho has orly ag
pair of queccns =-- Thet was when thoy fourd Mory critly ovoer in Haw
Crock. My God, skc vos a sight! The witches hod rid-bhor, suro as
I'nm born, ;

Ed: Aw holl, vitehes. I don't tnke rno stock ir that messe. ==
Pocrs ot . Urcle's cords, then at Lenpises Finds thot he has won,
Urcls had throc kiggs; Ed had threc reos with a tuo-jack burpor. e~
Hcll, that's tho way I like to piay a hand, Girme a svig ot that
1ikker, == Laughing hoarsoly, ho takes the jus to his rorth, letting
tho row liquor pour straight down. A bit drips fron his chin,
Firally, ho scts thc jug down on tho table ar-d sighs, ==

Uncle: Here, give mo that, Ide ~- trkes a swallow, Scts it
dovn, e-

Lang:  1t's trme, Ld, I sced her. Thoy found her out in tho
Alfalfy ficld with big streaks in it wher sho. was rid aroung.' And
thoy found pgrass ir hor hair, all tangled up, and dirt under her
finporralls. And they wns 1little tocthiorks, llke os nade by a cat.
all over hers =~ He is shuffling thoe cards rather inexpeortly, and
the repititious thundeor arc lightning nake his hands tro+blc badly.

wd: Don't bend then cards, darin yCs ~- Loughs & Fittle s ==-
Hcll, the way that Bortly gal drunk, thcro aint't no tollint' what
coutda rid hor. Shc probtly got so cork.d up, sho rid horselfs -

Unclc: Don't talk 1li%e thet, Zd. It ain't good to say things
1likec that on a night likc thiss - S 1 =% s

P L

--=4 joggod lishtning strock illumines tho din corrcrs of tho
roori: for a morerts A thunder clap shikos 'the shack for a scconrd,
T£ st~rtlos thom ‘all badly. They are silert for & moncnt, therkd
rCCOVOrS, ===

‘Eds: Girme 'at Jugs, =-- Hc drinks 2 lorng tino ee--
-~ Lang finally .doals thc hand. -« A

& g
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WITCH (cont,)

Ld: I say Mary Bently wasrn't rid by no witch. Holl, I'd say it
if olc Phocbec horgolf was to cone in right now, : .

Unclc: Now, Id, 8on't you go to talkin!' about olc Phocbe; not
on a rnight likce this, Td.

Lang: FEhogbe's a witeh, surc anBpropcr, They say she's

marricd to thc 0lc Mon hissclf, °
Uncle: The Ole Man Hisself sessee

Lang: Ho witched hor good. Put hor with that olc toad, Ho
witched her with it and wherover it gocs, sho's got to go toeos. -She .
has to foller 1t &1l tho time, Whon. it movoes, shc novos, and sho
cain't go nowharcs without it, : §

: Td: - If shc cver comes around herec,. I'1l throw somc pcpper in
hor ugly facc. She won't wait for no olc toad then, by God...Hecro,
cnn anybody beat this? =-- Hc shows hisg hand; throo iocks, a joker,
ard a ninCe===- <

Td: Four Jacks, by Gode ==~=-LourghsSe----
Lang: Threc tens  wa= I'm beat,

=o' . . -2 \ i
Uncle: Pair o' queoens and? a pair o! kings, I'nm beat, too.
--- Takés a blg drink from thc jug, and passcs it on to Lang, who
2lso drinks lound and longee=-==-

Td: Sho_jes! botter not corc. around horo,-or, by God, It11
kidl her, ’ ¢

4 s

A
Unclo: You botter not ‘say that, Id. The Dowil hissclf will
witch them cos hurts ole Phoebe. The dovil hissclf will get yo, Td,

d: I said it, an' by God, I'll do it, -=-= Laughs hoarscly,
--- The 0lc Man'll git us all sooncr or later anyways, e-- Gots Jjug
from Lang. Laughs again, Tilts jug and scots it down with a barg,
=== Holl, this 'uns" empty. =--- Scts it undor tablc. =~ My doal,
Gimmo ther, eards. --- Deals oro card around, --- Hcll, wait a ninute,
I'll get anothor jug. =-- GOcs to corner facing audlencc, ===

Slowly th¢ door opens, and Phocbe cntors, ‘proccded by a toad,
which promptly hops undor a chair, 8Sho closcs the door sllently and
stands rubbing her hands togocthor, grateful for tho warmth and
protcetion that the shack affords. Lang and Uncle stand transfizoed
with horror, Id finds a full gug, pulls out thc corn-cob stoppor
and takos a leng draught., Then, hse stuwiblcs back toward the tablao,
dropping the stoppoer on the floor. Sctting the Jug on the table, ho
notlcos Lang and:Unclec staring past him at Phocbo, ===

i3 273 |
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WITCH (cont.)

Td: Now what'!s tho matter with you two? You look 1liko yeu'vo
scod tho Dovil,

Lang: _:d, 1t'80'001t|s.oiv

....2d turns around seos Phocbc for the first timo, Ho grips tho
cdge of the table. He roachos bohind hin for tho jug, but Unclc has
it. Ho turns back around, ===-=

Td: Girmo that likkeri
we-== Upclo hands it to hin, ===--

Ed: Wcll.e.s ==--= Hc puts it down, turns around ard survceys
Phoobo again. She is very old and boert. Her hair is matted with
f£11th, Shc is weerlng a dirty gray dross with a filthy pink shawl
over hor shoulders. -=-=- Hollo, PhochC, sees whorc!s yor olc toad
tonight? You couldn't of come without him, could you now? ==~ Ho
laughs nervouslys ===--

Phocbe: Oh, Gibbic's herc, Aln't you, Gibbioc?

we== Thc toad hops out fron under thoe chair, T4
rccollseesecse

Phoobo: Oh yoSe..now sct still, Gilbbic. Set still, Lect mec
rost my woary boncs. Dontt be signin' for nc to go on yit, Scot
8tillecese

mds Damn you Phoebo,..why!d you como bringin' that dirty
frawg in heore feor? I don't likec for you to bec around hercs

Lang: Tdt

Unclo: Dd..ssBd, don't you go startin! nothin' with Phocbo,
Loave her be, Id. Sho'il witch you, suro.

Td: Herc, Phocbe ... have sorg of this likkcr, Ought to
warr you upe. Want somc for that toad, too? =~=Laughs too loudly ¢w==

e=== Sho nods soborly and drinks, ==---
d: Horc, that!s croughg that's all you'ro gonna gote

Phocbo: I'm cold and wete. Girmc sormo rioro, Sde Just a
11ttlc bit., Just a sip, Tdeescs

rd: Nel This'!s all you got. Now....gct oute =~=-=- His
volco riscs, me-e=~

384 cont, noxt pago



WITCH (cont .}

Phocbo: Donit ncke so ruch noisc, =d. That, ther, Gibble, sctb
still, Don?!t makec me lecave jost yits

Td: Dannh yoci Get outi
Unclc: Nol Dontt 7ld, you'll cause us all to get witched,

---= Lang rcachcs aocross the tablc to touch ad,-and brushcs
of f tho card that T4 dcalt to hinmsclf. It flutters to Uncletls fhets
hc rcachos down.arnd gots it, Hc roccolls, Shows it to Lange =w=--

Unclo: Langf Langl : _
----Lang turns paleé .;;i>
Lang: The icc o! Spadest :::fw
Unclc: It's thec badeluck f;_ 553\

cardl ©.d, you givo yoursclf the “~_ NI
Acc o! Spadosa AN
N
--~--013d pays no attcntion R
to hinge~==-~ ~ W
d: You know what, Phocbo? et

Jos! btforc you coric in, wc wWug'< :
talkin® about you...ant! you know what I said? I wuz tcllin'! lang
and Urclc herc. I tolc them that if you cvor come around here, Ifd
kill youe.

=== The storm outside riscs to now frcmzics, Lightning flashcs
now rccur norc frcquontly ard the thurdcer is louder than cver. The
wind shricks and yclls, =-ww=-

Phocbec: =~~~ Shc spcaks as If shc has not heard Td at all,
She¢ stcorcs at him, but docs not sco him, «-- Oh, thc Devil has coric
for'mecl Ho's up in thc clouds a-=laughin' and a-spittin! firc ant
callin' all around fcp mel I got to go soon, He's a-waitin! for ric,
Ho's up thar an' thc crazy-crazy Black 'Uns is gathorcd around hin,
sercochint' and hollcrin!' an' waltin! for rne. I got to go soon, It
won't be long an! theon I'll bo therce with 'om, a-ridint in tho storm
with thc Ole Man an' all the Black 'Uns....Hush thar, Gibbic, bo
still, I calntt go yit,

Td: I sald I'd kill you,; Phocbe, I sald it and, by God,
I'1l do it, I ain't skcorocd oif you, Phochec. You and that dannd
toad arc just too biggety,

Langs: LdseseldesseBdesne

#9%
cant., noxt page




WITCH (cont.,)

Uncles _Td. you leaver her bee You'll be hewltcehoed, surc as
the worldr : J ]

: ,d" I alnit skoo“oa9 Phocbe, Ycu caintt witch mé.»s>ainit
nothint.cs can witch me, ‘copt rfiaybe strong likker and plonty of i,
I'rn gonna kill you, jecs! like I sald I woula, Phocbo,

Phocbe: Hoar tcm? Tho Black fUns? Hear ‘on howl around this
hoerc shack. Thoy .want rc, Hear fon scratch and claw at the door,

Zd: PhoobGe,.., ==«=H¢ advanccs upoh lhicr vory, very, slowlyo--~
Phocbo: * =-=8ho rca;lzod for the first time what is happoninge=-
Stand back, Stay back, =d.' The Olc Manis come after me hissclf.
You can?’t hurt no, —~d. Not with thc 0Olc Mang... .

Unelc: DTd3 Tho Dovil hissclf ioecesss

----=0d keops advancing. CSuddenly hc stops. Phocbe" rcels and
staggersy shoe turns halrfway around and theorn colleopscs. With a
littlc moan, shec sinks to thc floorsmmmme

s+- Tds God!l I dicdn't cven touch herl She nust be dead. I
didntt’ cven touch her, w-=HC turns whitc...Godi ~<- Hc turns back
to the table and drinks heavily from the jug. Rogaining his conmposuro,
he raiscs the jug in & grotcquoc salute, === Horc's to clad Phoobc?
boys, Shc’s dead nows Lot's sec If we can drink her back to” 1ifo,
Here!s to Phocbe: nay she wake up and drag hersclf out of her and
necver coro backi =~-~- Drinks, passcs jug around They all drink
heavily and then starc sclemnly at Phocgbets inert body on tho floor.
—e= Vcll, hcll....shc won't wake upe «-= Hc kicks hor, =---

Lang: No, no, 74, nol You shouldn’t of dono that s o «He
crios pitoouslya |

Td: Holl, sho won't wake up. . She's .dead. ‘I'm gonna dig hor
a grave, Twon a witch has got ta hage a grave to lic in when shols
cold dodd. I tdlc you she'!s dic if ghe ovor como around horc, The
Olc Man didn't ger her, anywaySesrss =-~wH¢ lurchos cub mumbdling, e-e

", Unclé: . Gowd} It annud if -Itd adig o gPTVu for anty witch,
~=-=Thc toad hops arocurd in thce light. Urclc starocs, horrified, :
~--Lang{ Tho toad...she’s dicd and Lloft tho toadu1r06 X '

-~= Phoobo groans slightly,” Thcon $Ho gots vp, Sho staggors
211 around and clutches the back of the chalr for surport.---

Phoobo:-..,cgllin'...callinf,...mon..gotta ECeses

Lang: Sho's ailvoi --«Hc and Unclc stand back, Shc comes to
the tablec and stands undor the light,~--Shels alive: Wo'v drunk hor
awako §

#10%
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WITCH (cent,)
---8he takes a drink from the jugee=<-

Phocbe: I hear youl The Black 'Uns is callin?Callint, I gotta
gos Thc Mastcr of Hell is waiting

---Sho gocs and opcns the door. The wind-Howls greeting to hor.
Thundor yarricrs joyfugly. Shc stands lincd in tho lightning. The
door slans shut. They hcar hor outside, =~

Phocbe:s Tfri comin!} Ifn conint

=== Unclc and Lang stard stupoflcds Lang roachcs for tho Jug,
and then rcalizes that tho witeh had drunk from it and draws back
his hand, Uncle drinks, eeea S .

Lang: That toad's still herce. Sho's gonc and left Gibbio horao,
Uncle.

~-=Thc toad hops about. They shrink from it, =---

Unclioc: Wish Td'd come back in,

--=The door is flung opon and Td cormes in, His facc is blecoding,
and his oxpression 1is onc of abjcet, obsolutc horror, His shirt is
torn aecross the chest, ard his chost, too, is bleoding,e=e-

d: I scon 'cml I sccnhn ocml I socn the Dovil ridin' a blaek
cloud and laughin! @ightnin! and the Black 'Uns yellin! and hollcrint
and wantin!' to tecar mc to pilceccs and tromp on Mo, And Phocbo wont
up to him and Hcll opcnod up. I sech it! I soon 1t 411l

Unclo: Ho's sced thc Devill Het's witehed surct
2d: Leormc have a drink, boys, I gotta have a drink,

~-~The toad hops and they noticc it, =d staros at it
fascinateod. Ho guzzlcs the ronmaining liquor and sots the jug down.

Zd: I'n comin', Gibbics Bo paticnt, Itm comint,
~==Thc tood hops out thc door, Id follows it, Ho stands
for a romont in thc doorway, and thon goes out into the wind and tho

rain and the lightring and the thurndor,

And just for a moment, just a seccond, Lang and Unclo
hoar the O0le man and tho Black funhs laught, me=e=




ZGOBOO AND- DRILAMDUST

#4
by
Fred Chappoll

—~goboo s

Shcl has written thet "why don't you writc about how you
nancd the column? Thgt would nmakc intcrosting matorial...."e Woll,
I can only hope toward that ond; =-. tho original "7&D" was on a
serapbeok I once made, This scrapbook contained o couplc of poems
I had writter and were lying about, (Those will nsver be published,)
1§ also contalncd a list of fan-fiction that I had written and had
published... .and another list -~--of storics that I wished I had
writton, It bogan to get so that the"drcandust" part so far over-
balanccd the "egoboo" port that I finally throw away tho damnocd thing,

About that time I becaric awarc that Solomon was ohjy so
right whon in tho Proverbs ho said that,"that which is built on
vanity shall pass awaye'1 I docided then that all I should writc firon
thon on should be for the rcadep's plcasurc (if possible) and not
for the sclfish plcasurc of se¢eing my narc in print. I have adherod
to this ideal sinecc thon, and I shall from now ohe Thus, the titlc
of this colurin is misloading nows--which you will at oncc rcalize if
you werc unfortunatc to road "I&D" #£1,

I chosc the oriéinal titke for its cuphony,
More Initialsy

With initials of "eute" club names, and club namés
arranged for the initials to spcll a word, I have deceidcd to_add a
safc and sanc sot of initials to this Mcss: F.P.A,

What could be morc anti-clinmactic?
Appropos of Nothing:!

Why is it that when thoro arc doshes (===) put in books
to substitutec for profanity? You always count the dashcs PRI  o)
mako surc anyway. .

The Grecat Amcrican Novel:

Hvery once in & while, you hear of somc old-time pulp
weitor dropping stf te writc "thco great American Novel," VWhy any
writer should drop the mediun with which ho is most familiar --- of
which ficld ho knows the workings ~--- is beyond mee I can sco why,
for instanco, Froedric Brown writes the nystcry and suspcnse novcls
he doos, but I can hot understand why Bradbury should drop fantasy
to writc his "great Armerican noveol "

3 124% cont, pagec 317
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. Thoy show up in scicnco flection storics, PSR =
usually ir placc of thec mean old villian who is going ”ﬁ-_kqf)
to forcelosc the mortgagc. BIM: Bug-Iycd lionstcer, o \ggﬁ

Therce arc BIMs with tentacles and BTMs without. ThoPc arc ovon
sor¢c occassionally which go without thc Bug-Tiyocs.

BTEMs liko to show up in illustrations, praofcrablo on covers,
They particulearly cnjoy thomsclves when they car be ricnaeing tho
herolnc whilc the hero standing ncarby is valiantly proparing to
rush in with his hypcer-atonicevortcx«cdisintcgrator blaster ( A soupcd-
up automatic). Thon, sincc the characters arc grecatly hindored in
their movomcnts by the foaet that printors ink is statiorcry, they
just remain that way, on till tho cnd of tinc,

Or until a scicnco fiction author writcs o story about the
beings on magazincs covers gaininpg 1lifc and aninmction,

BIMs conc in scveral varictics. In somc cascs, tho “"Many=-
facotod inscect oycs" arc ringing the hoad " in. clustors" (Words in
quotes indicatc that the words woerc used at onc tinc or cnothecr, and
I put then together in the order shown.) AL timces the many-faccted
oycs don't havo any faccts, - Instcad tho scnsc organ is thc brain
itsclf, and thc sonso, porccption,

That word 1is a sncaky way of showing th~t tho horo cannot
get thce Bom from behind to roscupn the heroinc, (If thecre is o diff-
orcncc botween the front ard back of thec BUM in the first placc)
although tho author may not nontion until thc cnd of the story the
fact that this sonso only oxtcnds for a short distarcc. This would
cnable the heoro to start on avalanchce, utilizo reomotce controlled
wcapors, unlcash o flood, decviso o ray projector, or in sorc othor
way becorio more of a hcro than hc was in the first placoc,

Of coursc, whilc tho BTGM is trying to save hinmsclf, tho
hero swoops down and scoops up tho girl, using tho last of his fuel,
But theoy will oventually man.ge to find a haystack. (Well, you
don't expoet tho author to kill them off, do yéu?)

Tentacles arc another intorosting aspoct of BM's . Dcspiteo
tho fact that any sixtcon-tontacled being would bo 3,4x10°6  times
norc agile then any two-handed man, the BIM always loscs any hande
to tentaclc fights on cliff cdgos or outside spaceship air-locks,
The author trios to give soro sort of cxecusc (Copyarg Xrop, being
from Jupiter, becemc wéak in tho slightly higher methanc content
of Saturn's atmospherc, and in a last wmighty offort, Sprco-
Commodorc Tim Mastors hurtlcd the rmlti-limbed ercaturc down into
the cratcr of bolling armonia,

% 15% cont. ncxt page




BiMs (Cont a)

He turncd to Aurora Dwan, who was watching in horror as thse silicon-
flesh slowly dissolved in the cauldroj. and said. “Whow, Thank Kicno
for this mcthane atmosphere, Another fow sceonds and I would have
been a gonorit; which is usually rother £iimsya '

And feow writers can resist writing at icast onc BlMs«ilrvado-the
Sarth type story. (Typical titlec; BAT-WING D TYRANTS OF THZ. GALACTIC
RIFT) Incvitably thosc BTMs coric in soveral classcs, The sclontiste
BTMs arc small, with cnormous; vcincd heads, and cover-prylng antcnnac,
They, of coursc, arc the brains of thce roace, the knewledgo having
been handecd down ariong thesc inbrod crecaturvs (but the hcero is
snartcer anyway) a

Thorc arc always curid BIMs also, {You'd think thc smart BTMs
would rathoer kill off thc dunb oncs and inecrcoasc the dirth racc among
the scicntists. - But, 2crics thc author, that would nake it too tough
for the hero}. The dwwd Bidls run arcund doing the bidding of the
smart BliMs, and the hero is usually ablo to thwart the cttack by
utilizing them to his advantage. (ind it is a most anroying habit
of thc horo to lcave the world in thc halance whilc he atterpts to
reseuc the haroinc, It scc s he never gets to nmerry her by tho
timc the sbory ends anywaye)

There may also be a dictator BIM and a fowecdd Qucen BiMa
They arc variables.

BEMs walk, fly, tcleport or  just sit, there, dopcending on tho
rcequiroricnts of the author. Occasiorally ( very Oczasiorally)a
kindly BiM crocps into a story. Theosc aro intcercsted in the fato of
mankind, and can @o onc of scveral things; (1) 3acrificce themsclves
(last of tho racec) for humans; (2} Help against othor BiMs. (if
humans did that for BIMs, we'd call them traitors) (3) Just help.
(4) Hang around for thc comic rclicsf,

BTMs also differ in silze, and no matter how tochnologically
advanccd a BIM®'s racc mgy be, if he is ten fcet tall, hc will rcsort
to brute strcngth., If the hero had any scnsc, he would run. But
the author makes him too smart for thiat. The horo rovolutionizos
a scicnecc and overpowers the Fem- (If a hero used a woapon against
a villian in a detcctive or adverture story, it would be fouk play.
But thcn the hero would have rno chance to show off to the horoinc

and revolutionizc o scicnecc,.

To sum it un, BE Ms arc not very appreciatoed.
M® AL; Don't be a BLEM1I

&4 eont ., noxs page
the best i3 yect to
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Bems (cont,)
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From: V.UNUSIAN SLAVY GIRL AND THI: SUBTLRRAN AN MINACL by C.S. Forocstcs

# 1It's amazlng how BiiMs love to koop thoir tentamles ir perfact
geometric curves. This prrticular BIM also kocps up with thc fashions,
you may notice. Ho's a littdc bashful, though, so heo won't go Bikint,
Also noticc the vestligilad organs on his back, The author probably
bolicves details make the BEM rorc plausiblo,

## Thils particuler BLIM likos to suck up its victims, -This is the
typc of thing the hero likes to stab in the cyces Notiecec the pad for
psucdopodic riotion., Herc again tho vestigial organ shows up.

#2% This follow has a swivel ocar on the top of his hcad., Though he
may not talk through his hat, that's how he lis tens, Hes body 1s s=so
small that the blood is forccd to his hoad. Notico the paricosec
veins and bloodshot cyos. also note, most BIMs arc hairloss., Scdlos
arc prcfeorrod to hair, Clammy cold flesh is proferrcd to beth, I'd
also likc to call your attontion to this BIMts navel, as an cxample
that BiMs arc as human as anybddy.

#idst  The fact thot this one extornds slightly into the fourth

dimer sion linits our knowlecdge. That saves the author a lot of
trouble in doseription. A favoritc trick with this BEM is that it
can rotato into the fourth dimonsion completcly and appcar an ywhero
it wants in ours, Luckily it's modest,

#ha3es: Tho appearance of sparks about the antonnac of this BTM tell
us that 1t is able to tcleport, that is, novo objcets from a
distanrcc. Tnc facts that this particulur B7TM rotatcs the Shjects
through thc fcurth dincnsion (Soo i) cxplains tho absencoe cf a
mouth. ‘"It jucst tecleports food t3 1ts stomach. And tho linked
factors of porecption and telopertation zan mako it quitc difficult
for tho haplicss hero,

e [do% weould you try te oxp.tfia tnils ono? Go right ashoad, It's
unimportant ~omic roTior BIM enywby. {(Mhe long sack 1s a nogc, which
1t utilizes against other BIts, lLike a hlockiack, and tne dark
portion botwoen the nosc and the two .porillod oye 1s a compound
inscet oyceo)

#akaeniser DOplarged inscets with lohstor 2icws tacked on arc also
g

popular, as 1is showin. Noticu ta: sc.ly hcdve The fuckt, of coursc,
aro inadeqrato, hut it s%ill loo'tz Huottor that way,

13 ccnt, next prgo



BZMs (cont.)

This is a logitimatc BEM, which is not vcry comrmon. BTMs actually
having bug~cycs arec out of fashion. The hero rust bewarc of the
probosis, Ofton it is polsoncd. Thc antennaec arc therec sojley

for the purposc of giving the hero a chance to cut them off and
prcvent the BIM fronm cormunicating with his associates.

ssparsrsrtazds This type of BIM is usunlly hurnted for fur coats, he hero
may be trapping tho baby fur coats and thcen the mama fur coat comes
along and attacks him, The depiction herc is rather rarc, showing
this typec of BEM with an extcnded p recptor unit usually slung
bencath the body proper. The porcceptor units contains 2ll the

scnse organs of thc crcaturc, and sorictimes contain a brain,

weitdpdeitsndet Thils ercaturé lives in outcer spacc, noking trouble with
horoces when rarmcd or otherwisc disturbed by pagsing rockotships.

Note the jot orificc at onc c¢nd of thc ercaturc. By cjosting rolcculcs
absorbed by 1it, 1t can travcl about. It absorbs solar cnorgy for

food; and, to bc perfcetly frank, is pretty stupid. As far as is
known, 1t has only thc scnsc of pcrecoption, ard is ofton not

conscious of the humans when 1t is mortally cndangering them,

et This likos to 1liec in wait and minic the ground, The
heroinc just has to step on it, and without the hero!s noticc, sho
1s engulfcd, The hero will latcer cut her out, just as the body

v julces of the BEM arc rising about her to start digcstion, This is
a fairly common typc BEM, and may be found anywhorec, so bc earcful,

! fipdbipatitieegeade A last type not illustrated is a liquidy blob which
can imitatc anything. It makes itsclf 1look like the heroinc to lurc
the hero, and makes 2 goneral nuisanco of itsclf. TFor instancc, as
cditors they....But you can sce for yours:lf,

A A A A A A A A A A I A A A I A A A A A A
ZGOBOO AND DREAMDUST (cont, from page 12)

Bradbury is primarily a fantasy writcr --~ truc; ho has writton quite
a fow nmystcerics for Popular Pubs and others, but his farc now rests
solcly on his grcat stfantasy short storics and his onc novcl,

It is goncrally recognized that &dgar #llan Poc was Amcricahs
principal short story writcr; -- and his ecclcbrated talcs arc of
horror and fantasy. Why thon should not the great #“merican novelist
be a fantasitc? The crminont Lurppcan litorcary critie, Getthard
Gurthoer, has said that the sncerican ficld of modern litcraturo is
barron oxccpt for adult scicncc-fiction. .Thercfore it scems to me
almost incvitably loglcal that a groat stf or fantasy novcl has an
cxccllent chanco of bemoming our groat novcl,

Q+Z.Ds, as thoy say in opanish,
" THz WRLD OF TH.L FUTURZ:
Somctime I should like to writc a story about some old mon of
v the futurc, Onc of thesc old rcn scos the mental lethargy ef the
rcst, But it so happcns that he is ablec to takec in and comprchcend
the ncw scicnecs and modes of this new age, urnlikc the rest who
cannot understand the modorn age and forcgcer maunder about the "good

0lc dovs". He would bo 100clVesssVOPY 10NC1lV e ess



HOW I BLCAMD A FAN

L]

5
Henry Moskowitz

This wholec thing. began, norc
or lcss, on May 5, 1952, when I
nailed a lecttor to Shcl, saylng,
"If you want sorc stuff~articlos
--dono, then  scnd ne a list ahd
I'1ll do as nany as I cana"

Obliginly, Shel sent a
rcturn lcttor, rccoived on the
10th, which’ askod "How mbout
writing an Qrticlc on !How L
Beecanc a Fant?",

f5- S IRHC S0, d-post pang s ,
saying, " I will start tho articlo PLEASE  SHEL — - -~ ONE

sse80mC timC next wock. MORE  MoONTH MAMSE "9

"Nico idoa, Ycs, sir., Wish
I had thought of it nmysclf,”

That was on thc l4th. Still Maye.
On May 23rd I rccclved this: "VW #2 cores out in a wock or so.
"s0 whorcts your articlo?"
. On tho 2nd I scnt a lctter, saying, "About that articls? It was
all donc, Thon I rcad it OVLP{ and I deceided that I didn't 1like it,

oo I, tore it up and burned it,” This was now Junc,

On the 6th camc this "0K, I won't nced that articlc until the
cnd of Junc anyway,.

Mop will I I might nced 1t within the noxt weck or so,."
R e~ A
Hn}o it is past thec middio of the mpntﬁ; still Junc,
School is out,. (i sigh of roclicf,)
"Shol still wants that articlc, Hank,"
I Look up and stop typing. Thcrc; sitting on nothing, is my
conseicncc. "What tho 1oll if he docs? This story (supposcdly

profossional) has got to be finishod, This rmcans rioncye. What docs
that article for Shel and VW rican?"

%184 ¢cont. noxt pago



HOW I BLSAME & FalN {ecint,!

He looks hurt {(have you cover sccn o hurt@leoking conscicneco?)
"Romorbor what yon gaid 3o arthur, do you? GQuoto, Nevor lot 1t be
snid that a Moskowitz did not coence through with goeds. Unquotc.”

"Wo11it" askcd I, fiint-cycde

7

"We11l92" asknd ho in roturn, atcoly-cycds

So herc is the articlee

. s AL 34
e wm o= W

It all bogen onc night in Now York City; on the -ast Side,

I stood theré on the sidewalk in total blackness, a living
shadow, It was dark, for, you scc, the light in the strcct lamp
above rne was out,

A group of figurcs eomcrged from a ncarby building. We cxchangced
o fow words, Then onc of them, a man; handed ne a hecavy sultcasc,
and I put it in tho ftrunk of a black scdan standlng at the curb,
Whon thoy were all in the car, the smallest, a merc bey, handed mc
a bulky packagec. "Herc," he said,

Tt all startcd therc on the sidewalks of Now York in latc Spring
1948, Ho started it all. He was the causo, indircetly, of a turning
point in ny lifce.

Latcr I opcncd the packagc and found out what it containcd,
Thce May and sugust issuc of AMAZING ST®R I:S.

Thero woré ninc stories, all told; four of which werc roally
groat., In the May issuc thoro were armagceddon.by Crailg Browning,
and Forgottcen Hadcs, by Loc Francis,. In tho dugust issuc therc
wero Tho vonusian, by Browning, ard Starship From Sirius, by Rog
Phillips. (Thc lattcr story boing a scgucl to So Shall Yc Roap,
whiech I have still becn uncble to obtaine. Anyonc have 1t?).

Thore wero cortain unforescen cffccts causcd by the first,
third, and fourth storics mentioncd, Thosc two nuthors bceeamc my
favoritcs. Lator, Phtllips alonc becanmc iy favoritc, whon I found
out that Bpowning was but an alter-cgo for thc formcr, (This is a
gentcol way of sayirg Browning is & pone-namc for Phillips.)

I rcad thosc tyo nagazines countless times (Maybe ton or
twonty, not "countlcss"),

Then in the Fall of that samec year, whilc at thc home of
fricnds, I spled a magazinc, PLAN.T STCRL.S5, and askcd if I might
borrow it, It was givcn to mec, as a gift. (I gucss, now, that they
werc happy to bo rid of it.)

#LO% cort. noxt pagoc




HON I B_CAML A FaN (cont.)

The lcad Story was Black Pricstcss of Varga, by Zrik Fenncl, which,
at the timc and now, too, I thought a good advonturc-type talo,

Afteor that, I thought no riorc of sclionce~fiction magozincs,

Until April of 1949,

I bougcht a magazinc,

I was againrn in Ncw York City at tho timc,

I wolked down to e magasirc storc, nlunked down two bits, and
walked back again, the proud possoss2r of the May 1949 issuc of

Shﬂrul‘ng Storics. The novol was Flight Into Ycstcrday, by Charloes
L. Harnces-

I had rcad half-way through the story when ny cousin (8 at tho
time) askod nc to playv ball with him, I laid the magozine on the
fondor of o handy eapr. 4L7tor.a while, my cqusin nisscd a catch,
and tho bail rolied down the streot and undcr a car, -We wont to get

-~

%, and on our rciturn I found the magazinc ﬂfﬁc,
8o what did I do? .0f ceursc¢, I went right out ocgain and
bougn.L another zopye When I had finally finished the story, I looked
at 1y eousin (this was. a difforent onc --tho othor's sister; a
prahuq c-of City Collogo ) and said, "I don't got it,"

I did not, rcally. Sincc thon, I have gotton:tho gist of 1it,
Ag first, I agprcecd that ‘it was a good story--becaudc I could not
understand 1t Now I know it 1s great becauso of its concopt and
polish, 6ic,

I have rcad that story five times, now, .Zvery Lpril to
colcbratcé tho anniversary. :

After _that, I saw to it that I got overy issue of 83 as it
appearcd on the stands. To date,' I have nisscd only two issuecd, but
that is uninmpertant.,

I follewed the roader's column, The Zthor Vibrates, wlth
intor fED?s notem- 79 32y nothing of having a leottor in it alnost
overy ish

In the Fall, I was browsing about in o book shop on Fourth
ayanue, when I saw the sign, on which wero thésc words: Scilcneco
Tiction, 4ind thero was aw arrow pointing, I followed thec arrow,

That let me to Stephonts Book Scrvicc.

That svartcd me eollceting, Not many at first, it 1s truo,
But a dofinitc stert.

#E ¢ cont, ncxibipago
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HOV I BLCAMI A FAN (cont.)

In Scpteomboer, SS had this announcomont on page 131: GCurt Newton
and The Futurorion ipc Bgek -- In in BReiting Brand-New Novclot of
The Spaccways i Tho Roturn Of Captain Futurc -- by Ldriond Hamilton,
Coriing Next Issuc|

I was intcrcsted,

In Noverber I bought the Janusry 1950 issuc of SS and road tho
story,

. Now, I was rcally intcrcsted,

On another visit to Stcphon's Book Sorvicc, I saw sogeral
magazincs which carricd this title: CLPT.IN FUTURZ.

Sceing ne looking at thom, the bookman snid, "These aro tho
first that I've gottén in thrcc yeoars,"

I bought two of thom. The storics wcerc Tho Triumph of Captain
Futurc and Thec Quest Beyonc The Stars, both by this tarond Hanilton
chap.,

Who, vory soon, beearic Favorite Author No. 2,

This choractcr was to grcoatly affcet nmy fan lifes its outcono,
at this writing still unknown, :

e ——
e

1950 passced unovcentfully. '(}fﬁh7+3£?3vf
I continucd buying 8S and rcading |/ 2N\ %A/ LOF.

CF storios thorecin. I bought a aﬂHng? (g ptain |
fcw back-issucs of SS, too, L LP' Wl LA 5
et 7
But nothing mnorc, 1 PRI

It sccricd that 1951 was |
golng to bc no botter. I kept e
gotting a fcw back issuc magazinos Yea~o'l
cvery now and thon, and I kept \
gectting SS rcgularly. :

The April 26th contry in ny
diary gocs like this: I got TWS
and OW, Sinplc cnough. But thec
cntry of the 28th gives a clecarcr
picturc; it goos so: I have GEL i
doeided. that I -won't go to the A S 1L
novies anyrorc, Instcad, I can usc it [tho novic-money) to get (all)
the stf nags I want, So, in other words, I started on ny hobby of
scicnec=fiction in carncst,

#21% cont. ncxt pago




HOW I BLC4MI 4 FAN (cont,)

This ontry intcrosts mc bocausc there was nothing on tho
subjcet prcccodling or following it., It goos like this; Those¢ issuos
of GALLXY (Thc Octobor 1950 issue and tho April 1951 issuc,) I
ordored haven't comc yot, Maybe they carc today, Pop didn't go for
the mail. But thoy must have arrived soric time boecauso thoy arc now
rcposc in ny GLLAXY SCILNC. FICTION filcs, which arc comploctc,
(Seys ho, bragging.,)

May 16th Intry -- Scicnco-Fiction scoms to beo lifting
continuously. This was noticccblce to me beeausc it beearo suddcnly
difficult to obtain ny nagazines,

May 17th Tntry -- 1 hayo over 125 nags now, .. 4

May 26th Intry -«- I got an alnost complctc colleetion of O,
W.3.8,, oxccpt for Nos., 1 and 10, I'1ll rot thom noxt time. Tho
content and optimistic youth, It took until Deceocrmber to get No. 10
and I only obtaincd o poor copy of No. 1, two ronths ago .

I spcnt gbout tho wholc day raading. Thesc storios aro very -
good, . An irticle in Lifc on scicnce-fiction, Upon looking ovcr
thosc 'storics I now fipgd that somc stink, (Shows changing idoas),)
The article boing the rather infarious one of 21 Mayae oo -7 - .-

In May, I put a dollar-bill in an cnvclopc and scnt it off .as
my first subscription to Fantasy-Tincs, That started an intorocst
in fandom=~~thc 1ldca of putting out "amatcur" pyblic ations. - r

The first issuc of F~T that I rceccived, .tho First May; isisuo,
carricd this hcadlinc: Mincs Replaces Merwin, .I can romcribor how
sed I was at thc news, for had I not: followod Mcrwin through his
fircst two yoars as’¢ditor of first SS and TWS and later tho
additional FSQ (F3M) and WSA? .

sugust presontod, among othor thirgs, the Octobor TWS; Mcrwins
last. On Scpterber 10th, I wrotc a lcttcr to Saruecl Mincs asking
hinm for the orilginel of Merwin's October oditorial. ' Then I waitcd
and wondeorod, - . - M

But not for long. Camc a large cnvelopc; in+it arc'a
MSS and a lctter. The lotter, in part, wont likc thist,...I an
happy to scnd you horowith, Sam's nmastorpiece which you may trcasurc
forcover and cver, arcn, e

That héadlinc startod smething, all right., The locttor was
my first introduction ‘to tho "humor" and porsonality of this
sclfsaric Samucl Mincs.

Its Outcome; Still unknown,

sarly in OctobeB, through F-T, I found out that SS was to
go monthly, Vhen tho first monthly issuc (January 1952) appoerod,
in Novembor, I mailcd a lcttor to {you gucssecd it,)

%224 cont,. naxt page
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HOW I B.C.NI 4 FoN (cont.)
That has boen a monthly oceurcncec over since,

On January 14, 1852, I sont a 4

n

World Scicnce==istion Convention, a
1lst,

llar for nmembership in the loth

C\
d =~ reccived ny card on February

On Mareh 3rd. I cpplicd for nerbership to both the National
Fanbasy Fan Fedoration and the Varianta, On Hapch 10th, I recocived
work that I was now o Variant, and on the 12th I rocoived rny NFFF
card,

March 14, 1952, T shall always rorcmber that dato, Vhy, you
ask?

That was the day I first mct Sarmcl Minos and Joromo Bixby,. . -

I walked ints the building marked 10 ~ast; that the Ganous
10 Zast 40t Sxvout, I walked to tho bark of clcvators at tho rcar
cf the lcng feyao', I said to’the opcrator, "1400". (Bd's notce-
noel 1207 .,

I walked through tho glass door and went ovor to thec rceccp=-
tionistis cubielc, This was Joan. (If you road Harlan wllison's
lotter in the June TWS, you will know whom T mcan.) This was the
sanc "Geoworgoous doll behind the glass pancllod booth," How I
know, I do not know, But all of a suddon thc idea hit 1o that it
. was she.) "Yos?" she askod,

"I'd liko to scc Samuol Mines, plcasc,"
"Have you an rppointrent?"
"N:’ x 1

"Doos hc know you?"

This was boginning to sound like thc third dogrecc. I -l rmost
began lookirg for the bouncor. YWell. Not yet, hc docsntt"

"0h! You rust road =--="
1" Yup 1 5
n

---scicnec~-fiction, " she finished.

I nodded, spcochluss, imazing deduction. Holmcs or I could
not have donc better,

"Won't you sit down, plcasc?”
Vi »
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HOW T BLOAMS 4 FAN {cont.)
I sat, Timc weont Dy vwhile I sat theore perusing a Jonuary 1935
COpy Of at}!ixz-l:lvl'j’ IJ_[(J.\. . g_u..\ £y

» mirmies; Bixby camc cut and camo
or clariiyl?s sakec: This was the
d with the domoustached Bixby of

iafter what saonmed ic
overy he introducecd hinsclf, B
rioustached Bixby; not to bc confuso
--at=-thc Fan-Vot Convention.)

We shook hands and sat down,

" "Sarf11 be out in a minutc, =very tinc he gets to the door
the phonc rings." Then he asked, "What!s your namc?"

"OH! Henry?"
I hoddod, again spcochloess,
San cane oﬁt, and we shook hands, and we sat down,

We talked obout this and that. Finally, I gof around to what
I had coric up to talk about. "With all this new intcrest in Scicnco-
fiction and all thc new rcodors, what are tho chances of reviving
Coptain Furturc?"

We batted that around till nooh. They worc not convinced
« of the soundness of the idea, and I was morc firmly ccnvinced it
was practical and convinccd to geot them over on ny sido.

So that startcd a canpalgn which is still going on, but I
belicve it will soon be over. That startcd the Captoin Futurc Fan
Club (CFFC) and thc banding togctlior of the nost loyal of CF
followcrs, with rnorc coming in all the timc,

In the August 88, Sam promiscd to think about a CF annual,
We arce getting thoro,

I offcorecd Loc Hoffrian and Quand"y and erticlc on the abovo
visit, and shc said, "Unlcss it?s short oand of high rcador intcrost,
I doubt if I could handlc it"

That bleow soncthing in ne. It sccms to ric that cveryonc
wants cverything shorter. It is gotting harder and harder to find
any long storios, cxecpt in pocket books, harde-covers, and backe-
issuec nagazinos,

So I cdecidod on gotting togothcr partncrs to put out a
eritical fan magazinc; with crphasis on leng matcrial,

How about trying the first issuc? Only twcnty-five ccnts,
/Baldcst-faced plug I &évor suw, )
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Sriolcensk, Russia

{ —
1 1 \ 3 AT R 7 A b I e
Izvetzia 36, 1957% COMRADE X_EE‘ C-k»Hdﬁkft 5
SRETINTER 7
Comradoc: CF { \
',./- 2 i / i .g — :
Recjoiecci Workcrs of the 67,6/{<§/%¢// G &
world have unitcdi The carth g S 0 A
tromlbles In fear boncath the Kl e
thrcat of Glorious Russia using TR s
her latést scecrct woapon. ITiory ok {
selcntist in the country has I e ¢ g o v AT
boonboen nado ton tincs & hero 18 u4/7}< P \ | ﬁ% AR
in honor of this Whazling celbowr 2od fehymt v F k RS T T
":': P by \ /’Z \ \ﬁ, i Y,

!
nchit groatcr “than Sho_old atunit } ezl /i J
Borib, WNover before in tho history { ¢ S \\\./“ = o
of thec universc, and ncver again i gl // ﬁ
will the monient risc, whrn Glorious! /
Russia holds the world trcimbling
bhceforc its Glorious New Power. Neverss.never...ncverl! (What - Neovor?
-c.n0, Neveri What - neverrir?....Woll...hardly cvorrrr!) In lcss
than two wccks the greatness of this power will bhe rcelcuscd to the
unsuspecting world as a denonstration of Glorious Russiat!s grentness.

pd2u T A Mg

' B

/G ED

But it is the inspiring story of how thu power was devsloped,
and why apd where th ‘t is thco groatness of it 2ll, Our Glorious
Comrade, 4Acnocratas (knewn as carly a8 1951 in the Capitalistic

. United Statos as Xenoerat ¢s) chesc Russic as his final resting place
on Junc 3, 1953 whien he spocificd the last ingrcedicnts of the Scerct
Forrmla whiecli has brought grcatncss to our Glorious Russin. Txaetly
onc year carlicr, this anazince ard talonted young conrade, in a
riost glorious aura, ap pcarcd beforc the cxocubive kioteh in tho
riost glorious Krunlin cveporatin - four of its ncarcst nonbers in one
glorious instant. Imncdictcely our nost Glorious Loeodor, Stalin
(hcil ) recognized this youth as thc posscsor of a great powcr, and
rnade him reoveal its formula by the usual necthods. LTftur his wounds
had healed, hc was nmade head of & glorious lnhorcatory in Ipkiktzuk,
Siboric w1th thoe entirc spacc counqnd of Kussia undur order. Fron
cvery planct supplics wore gathercd. aftcr only two wocks work, a
sariplc of tho now Power was disclosed - and 211 the scicntists of the
world caric with their microscopes to look closcly ot it. In this

. way, our rnost Glorious Russia obtaincd o wcalth of scicntists no
capturc could have cffecctéd.

The samplc, as thc Glorious Xonoeratcs ecalls it, was thec sarec

sizc as thce onc that transformed him from his first position to our

Gloricus Russia, It was placed carcfully upon the ground nour the

laboratory at Ipkiktuvk, and & thousand kllomctcrs of wirc werc

¢-nacected to detcnace it. There was a flash, and our Glericus Tpkikazuk
A Urater, Tiftocn hundred kilonectors across and 500 kiloncters docp was
formed, 4ll hicroes werge bucicd with thz grectest of honors, Jycn
today sightsocurs eonc to view the Clorious Crater and to pay hormago
to the glorious Inclidont that causcd 1t. 0Only onc-tonth gram of
devitrificd acidificgd clectronieally modulatced ghum was uscd to )
¥ produce this startling cifocecto :

#2855 cont ., next page
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Corwrados: (dont;y

But today - today is tho Glorious day! Therce has boen stocke
piled 6,078,946,863,940,374 motric tons of the most Glorious ghun,
carcfully and SUFQLC?i a11y placcd for the fincst show. Iveon thoso
silly scicntists of tle otlar doriniors of Glorious Russia dor't
cxpcect tho Glorions onding that has been planncd. When our Glorious
Loader pricascs the ved, sn’any button on his thronc, a million volts
of clectricity will flash cut into all our “1octronlcally modulated
ghym, and tho Gloriou: dsmonstration ¢f Glorious Rusasia's Glorious
powcr to the universe will Yo sgo2n. The best place for vicwing this
glorious scenc is the fouth eatollite of Voge, but it is impossible
to roach thils position s~iely with thie prosant meand of travcel
avallable, Howewrer, Ccona~ed: nc7er Icuar - tlic Glorious Show #ill
not pass you by, and *he rienory of Gicrious Russia will be Gloriously
burncd into your brain +v~\"*r. (tiory to. Ghumt

Ivan
ERREREBCEEOHA. CE0eR ¥ Q (OLTO2RCER el "3 ""J‘ IRER PO R OEOERELTE)
How I Bocamc i Fan (cont )

¥hore, o Little ovor o ycear ago, my collection rurbered only
onc¢ hundrcd-and twenuvy~five, it is now closc to six hundred. I have
avout twentypfour rard-cover books, rostly first oditions. .nd
pockot books galerce,

I was onc of thw four-and..cdd to gct Poloris Press's Polaris
Fantasy Libr Ary cditicn of Yrancis ‘tCVbD’ The Heeds of Curberus,
a becautiful volwe¢ with & siip easc- Vhilc so1¢ do not roolizo tno
fagt; this is o first cdition as wsll as o special udition, Only
1500 copics printed, too.

B T
At St el e

That socms to bo about ite.
By next yoar, chough should have occurrecd to make another ~rticlo,
But I doubt if ~nyonc would want to gct stuck twice. Would You?

B N L TELY

"Well? «orc you satisficd? Horc I've spont an crtiré aftcrnoon.
For ¥hat?" "I feccl letn botter. Don't vous® '

"The importaict, thing, Henk, is thoe foet that youive kapt your
word. Just becwse you proviiscsd sonothing amatceur to h fricnd, it
docsn't ﬂiv“ reu ths Jlocprsy not to o ccne through with the goods!,
Anyway, #hat a5 Fou' thinl; o2 it?" Sahiak ©f)1te I think- if Tssproty,

N good,  Whas clsol

“IZrdzod wiaak olsof » marvelous menory you heve thore You
FONCTMLS T vinees SHieT Sr e MLy A T wrarl Daciarin SR 8

*Btegnt  Stovo whe?” T ceparnan” Th Tokaes, svvpld. . Thé.
gonclcomon bdv*ni Sterhicats Sock Scou:cu which vie Hoth @0 Mighiy
recommont L ~FMALs, rour ronery ¢f the words wnich passcd Hetwech wou
ard thic W57 1 vith tho rooﬂos“qlwh lcgs. ]

ch, what a conacionce I got stuck withitii Wash your rmouth
out, you-~-~- " (Does nryorc know wiaat one uscs o wash out a
conscicaec’s mouth?)

)

e CH

-
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4 J% STILL MOR.L COMP.NIONSHIP ) 2
a j by \’1 ‘1, x <
/o . o R ERAS
S fe Ohorlos Gatania ’ Q/ Y
4 SR i
On with the uscless informaticni zﬁki v)//
Onward, cver onward with the uscless informationt /‘727

Lneh L unkhor<
iAnyway, that!s whot you're going to met: .uscless informatione

(It's only « fonzinc. Vhat do-you cxpect?)

Flrst itcm: The sccond item would ordinarily follow this onc,

Third Itcrniy It doosn't, :
; 1 SIB
Scoo nd Itcm: It shows up horc, after thce thirdes JJV N\gti
'\A\-» 28D : ‘
ind now, instcad of ne glving you tho 3 ypret.d 4@5 : &
information, you give it to moe. ngplZ' cJW j& ’<$

l, If a Martian gruzzlcs® why nust a )

TR \ of. i iz
perrnolator r\\roglstw the fact? \\\;/\ _ D £

A e \g)‘f“\\ 4
2+ Car thc inhabitants of Southurn%*ﬁujﬁ \’\ P~ _
Zanziber comparc with the inhobitants \A?\ ////“ iy W
of Northcorn## Zanzibar? (.nd where A /<4\~:3:§
o= ! e b A T
do the iastern and Westcecrn Zanzibaribans L = — .!J. w‘\\‘
e in?) T R g
coric in? «Dﬁ,(*‘:” \\ <
J 3. Halitosis is thoe foro-runncr of: (Choicc (»:E ‘T—H T LT

of onc) a. Grunkwssss b, Anothcor Grunlis:sess: A“,IJ%AY.IX4/

4. Vhon tho pyranidsusstit wore constructed, po
wherc was the work stao rt ag . ng)

\7 o \.‘\\ ‘ TC
5, (Fill in3} waetandes 1s the bost 7\)P
curc for agronoriia mpphlstituslltu3h>~--w*%% o

Solutions: 1. To- kcep tho faymayna levol constant, of COUD S G 533rieiseie st

24 Ycs 3. Both {Grunks#ssmsiiess don't oxist anyway)
4,  Tgypta S5e¢ Nothirg, since thwre is no such discnssc.  (HA HA L)

Footnotcs: #a malfunctior of thc thwoniry rteryt, s a gadgot
which rcegistcers gruzzling% % Oppositc of Northern #t## Opposite
of Soutbcrn- et Something which gruzzles WAL SO0 gt
’“%Jusf to take up space. SR Yo to) ;nswor to question,
P SO0 5 SRR SRkt I hopo you didn't oxpcet a logical4
answer §  setessiiens Oh, ¢S theoy dog
?22229§°§= S%ncthéng vhich carrics blood, or whntover Martians have.
SC ot Scoe: 47his certainly isn't,
anyway, I'm finishing this up now anyway, Yes, just anyway,
I'm not going to be fussy. Just anyway that comes to ry riind (no
1
cracks l) I ll Just fiﬁd SIO IO ererslorers (A-U.L'hor's nOUE. ._)'ah, ShCJ.,
*#27%  you could Lave edited g better
conclusion than that,-ACC)
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) GHART..R CF- TH.,-VLRILNTS

—— e i ———

S0 that we may ostablish groator consociantion arong oursclvos,
and that we may gxehnnge:vigws 1n scicnce-fietion with groatcer caso,
wo cstnhlish this corrospondcncc club, to bu known as TH.: V.RILNTS,

~HIRCLE =%

There shall be no 1linit to the =wribership of the Variants, savo
that snaid ncmbers shall bo over fiftcen yohrs of agc ind have pnld
thoir ducs for tho period of oro ycar

HRTIC L yof

a

Upon paynicnt of orie dollar to the Tditor-Troasurcr, an person,
fifteccn or rorc ycars of age, shall beeomc o nember of The Variants
for the period of onc yoar, Mcribors shall bo oxp.llied only for non-
" payment of their anrual ducs, such cxpulsiorn to tzkce plneo a
rcasoncklo tine after such duss have boconc payablcs

LRTICLL IV

Scetion ong.

Théme | shall - be Tour ehnptorvofficorsy leach Oleetca ~in ther:
manner prcseritcd in Artielc V., 411 officurs, with the oxception
of tho Bditor-Troasurcr, shall bo clceted fron amongst the nember-
ship and shall ronain in offico for thc pcriod of onc yoar. -

Scetion two
Tho Prisident shall, with thé mcobers of the ~Xceutive
Corimittce dcternince the policies of the club, subjcct to the
restrictions imposcd by the chartor.
Scetion throo

Tho Vicc=-Prcsident shall perforn tho funetions of thoe Prosident
during tho abscnec of that officor. ;

Scction four
Tho socrotﬁry shall kcop thc rolls of the mombershlp and shall,
along with the LDitor-Trcasurcr, be in charge of writirg and spnding

out any connunicqtlons deocricd ncoecssary by any meonber of the 3
wxacutive Coimittec, !

3:28% cont. noxt pago



CHLRTUR OF TH. VLRI.LNTS

4RTICLI 1V (cont,)
scction five

The Zditor-Trcasurcr shall have charge of publis*ing the
Official Organ of The Variants, to be known as, Variant Viorld, and
shall supervisc ~1l finarcicd affairs of the orgarization, subfoct
to any. audits which shnll be perforred at tli, rcequest of the Lxccutiye
Committcc or of a quorun of tho rierbership.

Tho proscnt Lditor-Trcasurcr, Shkolcdon J. Yeretehin, shall helad

his post until such tinc as the club rolirquish him of his post by
a voto of not lcss than two thirds bhc total moerbership.

Scetion six
The Lxccutive Cornittec shall corsist of the chrrter officors
and skall providc assisteancc to the irdividunl officors i tho
perfornarcc of their respoctive dutics,
ARTICLL V
4kl officeors shall be clueted during «pril of cnch year and
thceir torms of office shr1ll run for onc yoar, said torns beginning
on May first in thu yeor during wvhieh they shall have been cleeted,

Scetion two

any noribor in good standing shall bc considcr.d as cligible
for officc s proscribed.

Scetiorn threo
ahy cligiblc romber shall hoe considercd norinated for offiee]
when he or she shall cormunicatce his or heor i-tcntion of candidacy
to the Tditor-Trcasur.r in the following mannch,

Intention of candidacy rust Do sent in to the —ditor-Trcosurcr
not latcer than JLpril fifth of thce vear in which snid eandicdcote
dcsires to hold officc. 4ll corrmunications must be in vriting.

Scetion four
The —ditor-Trousurcr shall preparc bollots listing thc candidctes
for officc and shall mail thonm n~long with the next issuc of the
Officisl organ,

Mcribers shall indicatc their prefercnec ané roturn their
ballots no latcr than .pril thirticth,

. #29:% cont. ncxt page




HL.RTUR OF TH. VARIWLNTS

LRTICL. V
Sgetion five

Rasults of snid cleoetion shall be mde known in the ocarliest
possiblc issuc of thc officinl organe

Scection six
If the presidert is unable to purform the dutias, the viee
prosident, cditor-trcasurcr, and scerutory shnll perforn thoso
functions, succcucding in thea above order.
Officcs other than tho Prosidoney, or viec-prosidcency, which
sh21ll be vaented durirg the tern of officeo, shnll be filled by the
Bxocutive Committoc by appoirntmont.

Scetion soveon

No chirtcP officer shall bc romoved fro:m offico otheor than by
the oxpress wish of two-thiirds or 1ors of the total moerborships

ARTICLL WL

Sgetion ono

~ 4ll rcecords of the organiz~tion shnll bo opun to tho
organizatior upor the ruquust of not loss than onu-fifth the total
nemborship.

Scetion tw

annual ducs, payable cduring the nonth wher tho morber joinod
sha1l bec not luss not morc than onc dollar, unloess decidcd vpon by
€8 CaedubitctCommittcc that sanid dues be changed for good nd
sufficicnt rcason, sc~id rcason to be nadc known to thce mombepship
as soon as possiblo,

Scetion throee
Club moncys shill be nxpondcd for the regular conduct of
busincss, for thc production and distribution of cormunicctions to
the membepship, »nd for any othor purposcs dccwed ncecssary by tho
Zxccutive Committco,
Scction four

Rogular corrunications to tho meriborship shell consist of a

nagazine, produccd at loast six timcs por yoor, and all such nmatericl

as 1is nccossary for tho conduct of clections,

%30 cont, ncxt page



CHARTLR OF THL V.RI.LNTS

ARTICLE VII

Scction onc

This chartcr shall be in cffcet if it is epprovod by norec
than two-thirds the mumbershkp who, shall havo oxprcsscd cither
their approval or cdisapproval of it,.

Scetion two

Such approval or disapproval shall be cxprcessod to the
Sditor-Trecsurcr the nonnor presribed in the cditorial of the
Officinl Organ, Vol, 1, nurbers 4 and 5 within a poeriod of time
not moro than onc nonth fter the reecuipt of this chnrter,

Scetion throo

liny rnembeor in good standing ray proposs an armendrmont to
the ehartor,

Scection four

Such ancndments shall be writton down, and scent inte tho
divor-Trcasurcr. Said ancndnents will then Lo discussod arnongst
the ixceutive Committoc ard shall thonec bo publishod in tho
Offical Organ for the approval of not luss than two-thirds of
the total membership if this is deomed nceeessary.

Scetion fivoe
approval or disapproval of an arcndmcnt shall be oxprcssod
to the Tiditor.--Trcasuror within onc rorth of the roccl pt of said
amcndrient{ 8} o

Scetion Elx

Voting upon arcndrionts shall also proecced in tho mannor
preseribod in the official organ, Vol 1, rumbers 4 and 5.

3#3)4:
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