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ANTHONY CHEETHAM

Mon-fiction and science ficiion . Editor of Sphere Fooks

The aim of this article is to answer the question "what
goes an in the science fiction department of a paperback
publishing firm?", The first point to get straight is that no
such department exists, S.F, is, despite all assertions,
considered a nut cult, It is not unususl for a peperback firm
to employ no one who reads or likes the genre, In such casas
books are often bought without being read, purely on the
authort!s name., Unfortunately the results do not tend to dig~
courage this policy, for the extraordinary fact is that moat
S.F'. paperbacks sell about the same number of copies whatever
the author, the title or the price., There are of course exqep-—
tions, and other firms besides the two I have worked for may
have a different story to tell,

What is the reason? Again we come back to the nut cult:
paperback publishers are seiling their wares in the first
instance not to their public but to booksellers, who are not,
on the whole, S.F. readers themselves, They therefore order
2ll S.F. titles in imuch the same gquantities, unless a name
like Asinov or Bradbury rings a cash register in their minds,

So much for pessimism, On the brighter side is the fact
that at least four paperback publishers have enthusiastic S.F.
fans entrenched in their editorial devartments, including John~
Boothe and Willian Miller at Panther, Diane Lloyd at Corgi and
Oliver Caldecott at Penguin. This has led to sorme stiff compe=-
tition for the most widely sought after authors. The standard
advance paid for tre rights toan S.F. title is between £150
and £250; Ballard's latest book The Crystal World is reputed
to have gone to Fanther for arocund £1,000; Frank Herbert's
Dune went for over £1,000 to New English Library; William
Temple 8 Shoot a2t the loon went for £750; and a number of
authors (Bradbury, Heinlein, Clarke) fetch sums of £500 or over,

“ This in turn has led to signs of a new approach to market-
ing S.F. In order to Jjustify large advances, publishers nmust
ensure that the books sell in considerably larger quantities
than the standard S.F, titles, Even with a 58, price tag, a
£1,000 advance means a aale of 50,000 copies before the advance



is covered. The publisher's solution is therefore to try and
lure the genereal reader as well as the addict hy presenting
the book as general fiction. Panther tried this with Shoot at
the Moon., They also plan to publish The Crystal World as their
star title early in 1968, The same publishers broke new ground
by bringing out Isaac¢ Asimov's Foundation trilogy in a Christmas
gift packs This is a healthy development, since it widens fthe
potential science fiction readership,., Freviously when Penguin
brought out Wyndham and Wells as general fiction one had the
feeling that this was because they were rather ashamed of the
"science" tag.

Another influence in this direction is the cinemaj
Fantastic Vovage, Fahrenheit 451 and the forthcoming Space
Odyssey 2001 (Stanley XKubrick and Arthur C, Clarke) all show
that genuine hardcover S.F. can be successfully filmed for
general release to adult audiences, The sales figures for
Asimov!s and Bradbury's two novels prove that the books must
have sold to a large number of readers outsidae the usual S.F.
c1rcle.

_ A third and more important factor in widening the S.F.
readership has already been widely discussed: the increasing
- number of writers who are turning away from the methods and
- plots of the 50's in favour of a more complex and craftsmanlike
approach: Ballard, Aldiss, Brunner, Disch, Zelagny, Vonnegut
and Delany, among others, '

I do not, however, believe that S.F. will ever be wholly
accepted ae a sub~category of gencral fiction in the same way
as detective stories or westerns. I am convinced that the
majority of S.F. readers remain firmly committed to the more
conventional adventure story. Fandorn made this point pretty
‘Mistress to the top of the poll for ldgg"year'sﬂTqu Award,
Anyone who compares the Nebule list (awarded by the Sciencé
Fiction Writers of Amerlca) to the Hugo (awarded by S.F, readers)
can see the widening gulf between the two camps. There is a
real danger that the publishers of the "new" S,F., in trying to
woo the general reader, will only antagonize the fans of the
"o0ld", The real bitterness of some of the views expressed in
VECTOR'!'s correspondence columns about James Ballard shows that
the process is already well advanced,

A furthexr gulf between 8,F, and general fiction is obviously
the amount of technical conventions about space/time travel,
aliens and technological gimmickry which the S$.F. reader accepts
without a murmur but which many of the general public would
place cocn the same level zs the Batmobile or Superman's dreaded
Kryptonite., Mysteries and westerns heve their conventions too
but these are easily understood and raise nobody'!'s eyebrows,

Finally, and this is a rather more Personal view, I bélieve



that there is essentially a contradiction between the aims of
fiction and seicace fiction, Ordinary novels (stand by for
another“woolly‘generalisation) are about people as individuals;
S.F, is about situations, and people as social groups. I cannot
remember the name of a single S.F., hero unless het!s part of the
title. It is always the situation which is memorable (which is
why so many novels are rather thinly sp:ead short stories); the
hero is generally just a pair of eyes through which the reader
can see what's going on, If he was anything more than one-
dimensional I believe that he would get in the reader’s way and
obstruct his view of the storyt!s central theme,

For these reasons Spherel!s S.F, list tends towards the
mainstream, My personal preference is for a well written adventure
story set against an imaginative sociological or technological
background -~ overpopulation, advertising, politics, religion,
colonialism, automation, space/time travel, E.S.P,, warfare,
alien lifc forms etc. I do not like intellectual whimsey, humour,
scientific gobbledygook for its own sake or medieval sorcery in
fancy dress. I have tried to balance the iist between classics.
hitherto not published over here and contemporary authors writing
today. The "o0ld" tend to be individual titles plucked from U.S.
publisherst! backlists, such as Bester'!s Starburst and Sturgeon?’s
Caviar; the contemporaries tend to be regular authors whom we
try to preserve from other publishers! clutches - Brian Aldiss,
Robert Silvoerberyg, Somual Delany and Philip X, Dick,

We have tried, as far as posslble, to bypass the system
whereby a book .is published first in the States, a year Iater as
a U,X., hardcover and two years later still .as a U.i, paperback,
A time lag of four years is ridiculolls but sometimes unavoidable =
Samuel Delany's Nebula Award novel Bzbel-l7 will ‘not appear on
our list before October 1969, although it won the award in 1966,
kost of our list is now bought direct from the U.S., oxcept in
. those cases where the author insists on seeing himself in hard-
cover first (not entirely to his advantage, since the hardcover
house also keeps 50?5 of his paperback royalties). A second
exception is with BDritish authors who always go- into hardcovers
first if they can find a taker, Brian Aldiss and L,P.Davies are
the only ones on the list so far, but I hope there will be others,

Our present programme envisages one title per month, It would
be easy to double or even treble this; but at present the market
doesn'tt seem to exist. U.S. paperback conpanies print between
100/120,000 copies of each title; the U.X., figure is 20/30,000
(about a third of which are sold in the Cormonwealth), If you want
more titles please buy more,

Before signing off, I would like to use this opportunity to
establish some sort of contact between a publisher and his market,
Any views, comments, criticisms or appeals are most welcome, If
anybody sends me a full léngth MS (rather than a single story),
it will be read within a2 week, If anybody could send me a list of
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ten favourite zuthors/titles, I gladly offer a copy of any
5., title on our list in excheange.

Anthony Cheetham

AFPENDIY : S5.HERIRE SCIENCE ¥ICTION
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THE HARRISON LETTER
I RIRTRIRIPERY T PYII BTN YIRS

A FOND FAREWELL

Harry Harrison

I'm most unhappy that this letter has to be my letter of
resignation, Believe me, it is from force of circumstance, not
from any other motive,

I started this lotter in the first place in order to kee
in touch with all my friends in British fan- and prodom, With
3,000 miles of land and another 3,000 of water in between I
felt more thon a little cut off, So the letters gave me an excuse
to say Hi! and chat a bit, and their existence in VECTOR reminded
others of my continuing survival and gave thiem a chance to get
in touch, I could visualize old Archie Mercer chuntering away
through his beard as he hammered at his typewriter, and ford
mists of nostalgia arose, And dowvn there in Dorset, gnawing the
cartilaginous knuckle of his discontent; Pete liason grumbles my
way because he has never gone to a convention and got pissed.
It is all so homelike that, if I were given to weeping, I would
weep, '

I'll try not to stay away from VECTOR too long. 1'11l try to
make the coming Eastercon the last one I shall miss for awhile,
Itil try.

But Americea sneaks -up on me, friends, I'm doing twice the
work I did in dozing Britain or the nodding Continent, and yet
the waters of Lespeair rise higher. Frices in this part of the
world rnust be seen to be believed., Ten years away prepared me not
for the impact. As much as I dislike it, I must buckle down and
work a Little Bit Harder, This means that the old fanac must go
by the board.

But all hope is net lost, I am starting a letter column in
AVAZTING and welcome contributions. Heopefulily copies of this
excellent journal shall penetrate your Misty Isles aznd vou shall
revel in the glories of its pages. There is even a LONDON LETTER
(by Erian Aldiss, of course)} so you can feel at home. I hope that
you will read and enjoy and - pro or con - write me about it.
Perhaps & little bit cf fanac will siip into the pages of AKAZTING
and it will be the better for it,

S0 - nodding my head to the grumblers about my name-dropping =~
I shall drop no names, L'1ll say singly that T miss you all very
much and wish I were there with you now, I wish it were now con
time in some exotic watering rlace, with tize British Easter snow
(continued on p. 23)
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One answer is contained in this utopia by Sterhen Young:

The primary notion behind ny wtopia is the ossibility of
separating the international transfer of information, required
on 80 large a scale by any highly industrianlised society, from
the exercise of auvtiority or power in that society, So, while
complex and advanced corputing techiniques allow for the effic-
ient intercirange of infornation about peoplel!s needs and wants
- 50 essential for tl.e wellbeing of any coumunistic society =
the exercise of control is entirely decentralised, devolving
onto the local comrmunity group commmittees.,

Desoite the alrost connlete control waich esach individual
exerts over his own activities, this society in no way involves
any agrerian notions, indecd I thinlz it oniy conceiveable in a
society with enoughk autonated machinery to totally remove the
need for nenial and dehunanising work, and o sufficient devel-
opment of conputer-aided though:t to prevent anyone being unable
to nursue the activity of his choice as z result of low
inteiiigence,

So peorle in my utopia would live in fairly small district
groups, say about twenty toc town the size of Cambridge. Fach
group weoulid e run by a large and fluid comrittee,at wiose
meetings anyone could turn up and vote, This would decide which
sort of Zzouses to select from tihie wide range of auvtomation-
built, self-erecting dwellings available and where to put then,
anc¢ it would arrongs the appropriate compromises as to who was
to iive in themn. They would discuss with the cdirectors of the
district school, tleatre, cimera, etc, what they were doing and
why. School educction would continue until the age of 13 or 14,
after which any cesired knowladge could be obtained fronm the
computer console in cach house, which, as well as providing
ingtruction in any subject, to any levei of difficulty, would
be cble tec print cut any beok in cny language on dernand, Thus
the need for separating out young peo,le into universities at
an age when they could contribute imost to, and gain most fromn,
their home communities would be eantirely obviated,

IfTo money or personal possessions a2bove a certain basic
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mini:‘um would be necessary. On moving to a new town, one would
be provided with teniporary accommodation during the two or

three days required to erect one's own house, using the highly
simplified sutomatic cranes provided, Inter-~urban transport
would be by little electric cars »unning on concealed elect-
ronic¢ guides under the rosd. Thass wonld have as controls simply
a lever irdicating wheth.r the r:ihicle was 1t itur 1 right or left
at each chkoice joint in the logically constracte road scheme,
and an accelerator/deceleorator control., It would >e physically
impossible to hit anything in one of these cars. No one would
mind if one =zlways kept to the same car, but as all would be
identical and there weuld be more than enough to go round there
wouldn't seem to be rmuch point, Few, if any, clothes would be
necessary in the almost universally temperate controlled
environment. Those which were wanted, together with food, etc,
would e supplied free from loc2I stores, The prodigality of the
energy required by the ubiquitous heating plants woculid be
accounted for by the use of the world's nuclear stockpiles in
fission reactors, '

The point is that once youtlve got rid of the capitalist,
predominantly plastic goods in the form of 211 types of housep
hold and personal necessities and luxury goods are genuinely
free, and, given an adequate recycling scheme, the process is
not necessarily even wasteful. (4nd, of course, dreary tasks
such as washing up and cleaning clothes, furniture, etc. are
wholly obviated,)

Given the absence of personal property, theft, of course,
vanishes, but previous systems involving this —rinciple have
always involved widespread voluntary restrictions on consumption
and a very ascetic way of life, Similarly, it is well known that
in a highly stable, co8perative society (i.e, one in which no
ascendancy by high intelligence or facility for gaining property
is possible) such as I've been describing, crimes against the
persor drop almost to nil, However, in the past such societies
have zlways had the corresponding disadvantages of rural
isolation and intellectual stagnation. iembers of the societdies
I envisage would all live in towns, venturing into the country-
side solely for pleasurc., Each town, and even each locality,
would have facilities for culture znd entertainment far exceed-
ing those available in London today, together with the facil=-
ities for humznistic and scisntific recearch available in a
large university todey.

Medicine wouid be largely proshiylactic and hoence capable
of automation. Of co.rse a few doctors would still be required,
but since all the cases would beinteresting",they woUldn't be
too difficult to recruit, lLawyvers, policemen, civil servants,
soldiers, magistrates, social workers and Politicians would
vanish entirely. The seclif-programming computer would eliminate
the computer crogrammer, but I envisf@ge all the world's most
intelligent individuals assisting the computer in difficult



situations merely by their day-to-day interactions with it
through the multiple access computing system.

Psychiatric knowledge would become more widespread, and
those today confined in prisons and mental hospitals as unsocial-~
isable would, with the assistance of their friends and neighbours,
be able to live an almost normal life, The unnecessary mental and
physical stress caused by sex in present scociety would be removed
b¥ the applicatinn of radical cenizaceptive measures such as the
automatic provision of every gi»ri with a soyhisticated contracep-
tive device al muberty, This wceuld e removed when she decided to
have a child. {".aturally the six-ma~thly prophylactic medical

examination wou!d entirely elimi-%: venereal disease,)} These
very free sexual and economic coriitions would probably make
marriage a much less instituticszi:csd affair,

I recognise that this socicyy vill make moral demands on its
members far excesding those maic -~ the present. However, Itve

tried to show that the advance of technology, the availability of
abundant free energy, and a minimum of social engineering can
reduce these demands to a mot ineconceivable level {(compared at

least to the unigue combin~iionn 3 saintliness and the absence of
all those more Zmportant 2.7 - ~rzotive hunan traits summarised
by the term "int<iiectual o idc-% ¢rmanded by all previous actual

attempts at a utorian sociaiy ).

OF THD ¥uidap: TETS ISSUR'S COVER

Bob Rickard wiviazs: The foreground has one of the Archigram

Group's waliirsg «<ivies, The tackground is a type of city the .
Japanese have 3. &u tliayineg arcuviasi with in their architectural
schools - a Woili Chiv - and thie clusters in and on it are some

of Peter Cookis plug-in city units,
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by AUDREY WALTON

The well >im cliche that history repeats itself may well
be painfully a~~iilcable to the Automation Revolution, in whose
frightening gwi we now, unhappily, find ourselves, ldany para-
llels may profiitchly be drawn between a possible future and the
known past. We have oniy ‘o apply our knowledge of what happened
to man's physical well-Laing during the early nart of the Indus-
triail Revolution to what 1.y happen to man's nental and cult-
ural well-being during th> Atomis and Technological Age ahead
to see how similar these pesitions really are. What will evolve
from the present anti-taboo ridden and permissive society? The
0ld values are crumbling away, but will these new ideas bring



10

misery to countless t.dillions who are unable to adapt themselves
to changing rental demands and changing conditions of labour
and leisure?

It is wcll known that the Industrial Revolution transformmd
not only the techniques but alsoe the organisation of industry.
The Autometion Revolution nay well transform the techniquesz and
organisation of the whole human society; it nay also alter the
actual nature of man, turning him from a creative, aggressive
adventurer into a conditioned, timid stay~at-home., It is obvious
that the telephone and television are slowly killing the written
word, photography and collage are strangling visual art, while
electronics supplants the mechanic and programmed, remote-
controlled transport rmust, inevitabiy, replace the driver. When
we live in windowless houses with their controlled atmospheres
and artificial daylight, what wiil happen to man's love of
natural beauty and his deep desire to be at one with Ncture?
Why, the 2lst-century rman in his hygienic surroundings, where
menial and mechanical tasks are non-existent, may well look
back on our present life as filthy and pathetict

The series of varied inventions which so radicclly altered
the techniques of industry were prompted by a desire to increase
trade, which was sparized off by the zcquisition of overseas
colonies and the rich new narkets to be found in America, Today's
inventions, such as the conputer and other zwids towards complete
automisation, are prompted by a desire to kcep our heads above
the adverse economic waves by using cur superior brain-power
instead of our mechanical skills as we did in the 18th century,
Many look upon automation as & blessing, but are we rezlly '
adequately adjusting ourselves to this new force? When all
machines become subject to autoimatic control, what is going to
happen to the men who now operate them? There is no doubt that
the complete integration of fully automatic machkines, which do
not need man as as interrediary, will soon be the norm through-
out industry. These self~loading machines will =2iso unload
themselves and will be coordinated by electronic controls and
activators, They have one great advantage, they iean that radio-
active materinl can be used without dQanger to human iife, but
who is considering the danger to human minds - who is thinking
of the unwanted ones?

During the 18th century, techniques in weaving were draste
ically altered, first by the introduction of Eaoy's fliying
shuttle and later by the application of steam power to looms,
Whereas the shuttle only enabled one wesver to do the work of
two, nmodern rochine tools can do the work of thousands. The
nachine rakes man as worker redundant, Low primitive the old
hand spinner, who held a bhunch of corded wool under one armn
and twisted a fow inches before attaching it to a wooden revolve
ing spindle, now seems waien measured against, say, a modern man
in Japan, pressing & button to send a remote-controlled train
speeding along without & driver in absolute safety and also
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perfectly on tire! The question arises, has ran really evolved
in pace with his machines or has his inventive genius merely
stunted his efforts towards the pursuit of happiness by reduc-
ing his individual creativity? Have machines always been a
threat to the spiritual and mental welfare of mankind?

The spinning jenny brought with it modern methods which
were followed up by rollers and eventually by Arkwright's use
.of water power, Previous to the use of the jenny, linen thread
had been used for the warp, but the applicztion of the Jjenny
to the combing process made it possible to produde a thread
hard and firm enough to serve this piwrpose, In present times,
nylon thread znd othexr man made fibres have made durable and
cheap clothes easily zvailable to all and fashion has now a
prominent position in everyonetlts life, instead of being a
privilege enjoyed by the rich alone, In the future, auntomation
may meke it possible for humans to live in an artificially
created atmosphere in which clothes will be unnecesiary but
worn merely as ornaments and not for utility or etiical reasans.

By 1780 the invention of the mule hazd made it possible for
English woven cotton to compete favourably with fine Indian
fabrics, because Bellts revolving cylinders had glso made it
possible for one man and a boy to do the work of 200 men in this
branch of the industyry, Todav'!s photographic techniques and
advanced printing methods almost overshadow and nearly diminish
the great inventors., BEvery age has had.its pionecers, its seckers
after knowledge, but will automation stamp out this inventive-
ness in mankind? ¥Will human beings become a lazy band of knob
pushers, secking only pleasure or illusions of happiness in a
fuggy dream induced by pot; LSD or more harmful drugs? Is our
own cleverness going to prove our undoing?

The organisation of the cotton industry had also undergone
drastic changes, but while the working techniques had improved
the conditions of the workers themselves had deteriorated until
they were less than manor serfs and worse off thanmeny Negro slaves
who, at lefist, were sometimes treated kindly by their masters,
whereas the hapless industrial labourer got no quarter whatever,
and his children were starved and beaten, Very soon now, the
computers will take over most jobs that once held white collar
status and some degree of dignity., In Japan the car production
line has already been married to a computer which »rovides
parts as and when reqgquired for each individual vehicle, making
a varied production line possible. l.achines are now capable of
processing, handiing, sensing and controlling, and the need for
workers is shrinking as it did in the 18th century. Transport,
banking, insurancce and medicine are all making increased use of
antomation. A new philosophy of production is engaging some of
our best minds, new management considerations are being closely
examined, conditiong of labour are under microscopic scrutiny
and new steps towards better education are all in the modern
air, but wiil they have effect soon enough? l'ore peopnle will
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have leisure and be able to travel, but will they be happy,
will their minds be satisfied? Is there any recl guarantee
that the Automation Revolution will not bring the same kind of
human misery that accompanied the Industrial Revolution?

No really sincere person could deny thet under the Domestic
System the hand loom weaver had achiaved a pleasant, relaxed
and rural existence which, whatever the New Wave lot may say,
except for a lack of really good anitation, was very nearly
ideal, The factory system robbed the weaver of his craftsman's
heritage and made a mockery of his very considerable skills,

It took L.im from his pleasant garden and very comfortable
cottage and piaced him in a damp, dusty, unhealthy hovel while
rz Dad %o adapt himself to unfamiliaxr production methods fox
nasr ghiavvation wages. Thus the Weaver't!s Golden Age gave way

ve the atelrl of th: power loeosm and the worker suffered poverty
ard disteess whille the vich got richer arnd trsis expanded,
To2Gsy we see ricing unewnloyment coupled to rising dividends;
iT should make uvs pause a moment to reflzct orn the perdils of
social and sconomic changes, To get the Automation Revolution
into full swing, there will need to be heavy capital investment
and this implies that the workers will once again find themselves
in a very weak posifion indeed., They may be unable to have any
say in the education of thelr children and zlso be unable to
prevent these children from becoming drug addicted in a society
which no longer really has any need of them as responsibile
citizens or workers, a society that will probzably be run by and
for an intellectual and political elite.

Here and now, in this transitional period of history, the
Avtomation Revclution could threaten ments minds in the same
way as the Industrial Revalution abused their bodies, Look about
yvou in the shops and what do you see? Painting by numbers! Draw
a dot! Electronic masic machines! Do it yourself kits in all
mannaz of shapes and sizes, which need so little skill that
even an idict could assembla them! Man's ability to create, his
wery wight to be an artist may te in very grave danger. Autom-
ation could take away nis osight to think creatively, Jjust as
machines took away hic righki to creave with his honds. Battery
and machine farming are uwidermining his hard won »ight to tiil
the soil and to tend his domesticated amimals. This love of the
land has been a civilising influence throughout history, It is
all very well to look down onel!s nose at so-called menial tasks
such as washing up and lifting heavy loads; but one should not
forget the very genuine pleasure to be derived from the perfor-
mance of such tasks, There is a wonderful remedial quality about
digging potatoes from the dark soil, of feeling the dampness of
the earth on onels bare hands, Man is part of nature and he may
be very foolish to forget this vital fact. Tha atomic bomb has
given him the ability to destroy himself physically; automation
znd drugs give him the power to destroy himself mentally as well.

Aren't we humans the lucky ones?
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British Film Institute Science Fiction Forum
With film director Pierre Kast and sf writers Brian Aldiss, A.C,
Clurke and Jokn Brunner (who stood in for the indisposed Ballard)

The forum was organised by the B,F.I. as a part of their
season of sf films "More Than Human", There was, however, no
over-emphasis of the c¢inema in the discussion. Much of the
session was devoted to finding the regsons why the participants
chose sf as their medium, This is shown by the first question,
"Why do you write science fiction?", .

Brian Aldiss said that he liked to argue, and that sf was
the field for argument, John Brunner likes the fact that sf
stretches the muscles of his imagination, Arthur Clarke put
forward that sf is that branch of literature that is about
reality. A point that was taken up, and accepted, in different
ways by all present, Aldisgs said that Wells was concerned with
criticism of his own time, while at the same time saying that
the future would be different, if nothing else. Pierre Kast
said that he thought that sf was one of the ways of fighting
against the world of today.

It is strange to find that, after starting this line of
thought, Arthur Clarke said that "the message in sf is incidental",
In 231 fairness this followed the comment that the most impor-
tant role of sf was to entertain, This too was accepted by all,

It would have been interesting to have heard Ballard's views on
this subject,

The reasons put forward by Aldiss for his assumption that
g is of today scemed to be very pessimistic and purely c¢ynical,
Earthworks was written on the assumption that in the future
perhaps it would arise that "things would be so bad that it may
be better to use the bomb as a sort of nuclear detergent". He
also noted that an underlying belief in much of the sf of the
past niad been that at least the future wouvld be clean, So far
the oypposite has been the coase, "dust and ashes are now our lot",
"The whole place is so bloody awful but we don'!'t notice it,"
This tirade ended up with a promise that it is going to get
worse, It is surprising, considering this, that he could .summon
up even the muted optimism that closed Greybeard,

It was sad to hear John Brunner continually éxcusing himself



Jor writing s_. e er..asised tkhat he writes material other
t.an 8f, and he tried to convince us (or maybe himself) that sf
is becoming accepted, an¢ is no longer tie sole realm of
aduicts., He also scaid that "the separating of sf as a forrn is
merely a bockselliers' fidile, for convenience," to enable them
to put bocks in some order on the shelves, ot exactly the

tone of a writiur who beliesves that he is working in a valid
genre,

“‘he discussion thiet centred around the cinermz wes decided-
iv oarbivalent.  ierre Last teld & sac tale of film producers
wso were afraid of science, knew no fiction and hence were
terrified when = di. rctor wanted to moke an sf film,

~othur Ciarvrke hinted at great things to come from Space
Odys_.ey, on wihich he coliaborated with the director, Stanley
»ubrik, So far 10,000,000 dolillars have beecn spent, most of
this om 250 spocial efl.ects, rather than on big stars. He
~romise:s tiat "tlic finele will put tse lzd boys out of business',
L hope thiat nobody from the 3ritisia HBoard of ilm Censors was
present, having banned The Trip. Clarke also said thet he
t.iought ti:at this would be the izt si fitwm mot suoiot o location,

It wes suggested tnat this film would either start an st
Tiim boom, w:rat with the gradual death of the suzy film, or
=ill the chance of 1. ever hajzpening. £ zerceptive cuestion
Trom the fioor evok:zd the resgponse from the nlatform tihat much
cf the dif_ iculty in producing sf films wzs in conveying
abstract dideas into visucl realities, ind that it is dif icult
to cho:se those images that will evoke the required feeling of
tomorrew in a randomly consiructed cinema audience,

There was also sone comrent on the sloppiness of directors
o dicd not bother to remove the blatantly incredible Irom
trneir scripits. The example was ut forward of a2 boob rTerpetrated
in Thig Isiand Earth in which uranium is made from lead, which
is equivalent to vaki g coal from ashes, YVhile being a trivial
voint in itself it does point te a couldn't care less attitude
to sf among some film wakers, ncany of whom are only interested
in magnified ants znd grasshopP-rs,

e can only nope that Srace Odys-ey will orxen upn the way
Tor the cuality sf film. I am sure that Arthur Clarke wi'.l not
nave allowed any obvious blunders into tie scri.t. n this way
¢ may have helped to set the standards for the future.

Tiis re-resents the vore ingportant, in my ¢pinion, points
brought up during tie forumr. Szveral other to. dcs were discussed
but in tie nature of such cellioguia there wa: nmuch jumping
cround among difierent subjects., There wes an interesting
section devoted tc discussing the work of Ray sSradbury, whiich
wes alimost unanimously rejecied as being too pretty and hiding
“.e reaiity of Jife bhehind poetry.

(continued on =, 23.)
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IAn vwoLna v ral SCoACE AGE by Arthur C,. Clarke Reviewed by
Golliancz, 30s, M.J.Ffreeman

The familiar yecllow cover heralds a splendid and catholic
anthology of "accounts of man's probing of the Universe",
culled from over thirty years asgiduous collecting and reading
by Arthur Clarke. The arrangement of the book is interesting -
there being six themes: The Coming of the Space Age, Three
Pioneers, Uses of Space, New Frontiers, Society of Space, Space
and the Spirit.

The fantastic story of the German rocket weapons is
succinctly covered, and ironically included is a denigratory
"Bditorial on Goddard" from the New York Times of 13th Jonuary
1920, Of value are the potted autobiographies of the three
great pioneers of astronautics -~ Goddard, Tsiolkovski and
. Cberth, R.S.Richardson's unusual and diverting Space Technology
of a Track lieet is well worth reading, zs is Herman Huller's
thoughtful article on extraterrestrizl life forms. For me. the
most absorbing morsel is the section devoted to the society and
culture of space -~ ingenious explorations of the problems our
world will meet at the interface with 2lien civilisations and
conccepts. 4&n account by C.S.Lewis explores the various philo-
sophiczl and theologicnl questions posed by contact with alien
cultures cond religions, -nd Sam loskowitz deals ably with
religion os a science fiction thene,

Whilst a knowledge of astronautics = or science = is not
mandatory for the sf rcader, an awareness of the basic princ-
iples {whether of time travel or symbiosis) must surely lead
to a greater appreciation, and development of thgfcritical
faculties by the reader. Although the content is so fascinat-
ing one could wish that the layout and format were better, An
index would be aupreciated and the acres of print could do
with leavening - either by adding illustrations Jor a better
layout and typography. However, one mustn't quibble too much;
at the comparatively low grice of thirty bob one gets a
compendium of thought uvrovoking and informative material., And
if You can't buy it - then run, don't walk, to your friendly
neighbourhood librarian to borrow it!
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ONE by David Izrp Reviewed by
Gollancz, 21s, Colin Denbigh

The one common factor linking novels set in a future
Organised Benevolent State is that man would find it unendur-
able. Utopia, in human terms, is more than flesh can bear, The
imaginative and individual minds so necessary for its found-.
ation would become its first victims, Stifled in the mother
State'!'s sticky womb they would reveolt, kick out for rebirth
into a less predictable incarnation, ot a revolt in terms of
upraised bloody swords but of equally sharp criticism, Their
refusal to conform would sow the »eeds of rebellion -~ the
bleodbath would follow - unless the State struck first, The
ild though secretly egotistical Professor Burden, central
character in One, finds himself cast in this dangerous role,
An untrustworthy though unwitting heretic, his is the ultimate
crime against the fixed aociety. The pale-eyed and intense
inguisitor Lark quivers at Burden'!s scent like a ferret at the
rabbit hole, Lark zccepts the unspoken challenge and goes to
work with 211 the absorbed ruthlessness of a child who pulls
off the legs and wings of a butterfly to see if it will con-~-
tinue to move witlhout them, Though no longer the somewhat vain
and pompous butterfly, Burden does move,

David Karp's novel has been compared favourably with

George Orwell'!'s classic 1984, Personally I would not rate it

so highiy, although One is well worth reading, The character
Burden did not involve me as deeply as did Winston in 1984,

nor is Xarp's prose as vivid as Orwellt's, Thoroughly profess.donal
at all times as it is, for me the words lack lustre and paint

a grey world in this chilling possible future, The effect might
- very well be intentional, yet combined with the less than
endearing personality of Burden it adds up to a boek I would

not term memorable,

BEST SP STORIES OF CLIFFO:RD SIkaXK Reviewed by
Faber, 21ls, : Roy Fortimore

Seven stories from the imaginative $Si: ak with his usual
masterly characterisation. Even the robots and computers spring
to warm life in this excellcent coliection, The computer in
love in Lulu and Richard Daniel, sur:ius robot, from A1l The
Traps O0f ZTarth are tyrical examnles.,

Founding Fathey deccribes the Immortal on a long starship
voyage and the rather dangerocus method of counteracting boredom,
flien immigrants to Rarth and Terran iumdgrants to an alien
planct give two balanced but quite different stories in

Imnmigrant and Neigkbour,

These stories have all been rublished before, but an index
of readability is the enjoyment of seeing them again in this
collection,



MISTER DA V, AND OTHIR STOR1xS by Xit Reed Reviewed by
Faber, 21s, Graham Charnock

Faber have chosen this collection to introduce Kit Reed,
whose stories have been appearing in magazines, notably the
Magazine of Fantasy and Science Fiction, for some years, to
the English hardback sf buying public.

The stories are a mixed bunch and cater for a wide range
of tastes (which, one can't help thinking, must inevitably
alienate some proportion of Kit Reed'!'s potential audience at
least some of the time), The title story, for example, reminds
me of nothing so much as a typical piece of lightweight woman's
magazine fiction. This one, in which lidster da Vinci himself,
although always off-stzoge, is brought into a down-to~ecarth,
female-orientated American household, and To Te Taken in a
Strange County (delicious pun), where o smell town with a mid-
west feel to it has developed its own equivalent to the National
Health, may prove too much even for the most inveterate sf
reader'!s credulity., Stories such as these seem to derive from,
and are probably best served to, a technical ingenuousness
which is totazlly feminine, They!re written in a style,
distortedly adolescent, which one would think tongue-in-cheek
if done once and never repeated,

On the other hand stories such as Devotion and Automatic
Tiger emerge as eminently readable. Devotion, with an almost
surrealistic humour, replaces the woman in the usual man/woman

love/hate relationship with a pair of teeth and sits back to
watch developments. (Kit Reed seems to be fond of this sort of
story device; she tried something similar, less successfully,
in Sisohpromatem ~ not included in this collection -~ which
took the central metaphor from Kafkat's story and, for no A
apparent reason other than tse exercise, inverted it, ) Auto~
matic Tiger relies strongly and effectively on mood, on " the
pathos of the graduclly decaying mechanical tiger contrasted
against the renewed energy and vitality of the man trans-
formed by it.

The best runner in the field however, is Judas Bomb, a
moral fable which will mever cease to be germane as long ss
the gulf of mlsunderstundlng that sep=a r@tes adult and adolesc-
ent continues to exist.

If you're a woman, you might get something out of these
stories, something in the woman's point of view that I've
missed, If you're an American woman you almost certainly will,
If you beiong to Gither of these categories you'd probably be
well advised to buy or borrow this book. If you dontt then you
proceed, as always, at your own risk,
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SINISTER BARRIER by Zric Frank Russell Reviewed by
Dobson, 2ls. Colin Denbigh

This tale of the discovery of and subsequent conflict with
demoniac parasite®, implacable and invisible enemies as old as
man, compensates for a poor start with a well developed and
thrilling climax,

Faving appeared originally in 1939, Sinister Barrier has
clearly been given an up=-to=-date facelift, At times the scars
of literary surgery are only too apparent and produce a strange
blend of raw centhusiasm and artistic maturity. A tyzical
example is the mention of YMiroshima's A~bombing two pages after
the hero and a multitude of rash rescuers have rushed to a
scene of scorched devastation - an explosion of suspected
atomic origin ~ blithely indifferent to the harmful effects of
radiation exposure, Luckily, they are not asked to pay for
their stupidity,

The opening chapters contain a number of other irritating
faults ind improbabilities, A man falls sixteen floors to a
concrete sidewalk; his body, although squashed to a'crimson
sponge", manages to bounce nine feet after impact, The engineers
of E.,F.Russell!ls future -~ a,d, 2015 « cannot construct two
tgkyway" roazds to cross at right angles three hundred feet
above street level without a humpback bridge at the intersection,

For those who reach page 67 and are still reading the
prospects improve, Chapter Six begins well and for several
pages contains some very fine writing. &y this time the whole
mood of the narrative has undergone a subtle change = for the
better. The wenacing horror of the seemingly invincible Vitons,
the frazilty and vulnerabiidty of the humans -~ the contrast is
well exploited, A number of sutlentic press reports of occult
phenomena are introduced to support the storytls internal logic.
One gets the feecling that comes from learning a most unpalatable
truthi ussell!s devilish Vitons seem to hover behkind one,
waiting to feed. Certainly some of the evidence is stretched to
fit the theory, but the uneasiness remains,

The c¢losing chapters build ug to an exciting and well
sustained crescendo, in which the Christmas tree fairy who
substitutes for heroine is not missed for a moment, Although
our hero wins her at the end I felt he deserved more after his
titanic efforts for mankind!s salvation,

Characterisation is barely adequate, Vohl the rolice officer
being the only believable crceation, The man/women dialogues are
- as 1ls so often the case in sf = puerile.s

A final note about the book « as a book, The printing is
slovenly, several pages being enprinted sc badly that reading
was difficult, Possibly tizis reject was considered good enough for
review by the BSFA, If so this tust be a new departure in
selesmanship - putting the spotty fruit on top of the barrowl
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IHE NEW MINDS by Nan Morgan Reviewed by
Corgi, 3s.6d. 158pp. Seryl Mercer

This bock is described as "a novel of the sixth perception™
-« namely telepathy -~ ard is something of a pot-pourri of several
other books on a similar theme, There are echoes of Heinleint's
Time for the Stars (telepathic twins); there are overtones of
John Brunner's Telepathist (a powerful telepathic talent locked
in a hideously deformed body); and there is a touch of Kuttner's
Mutant (paranociac cruelty associated with telepathy),

However, all the aforementioned works were set in America;
Mr. Morgan's book has a British setting, with a British politi-
cal angle thrown in to provide extra interest., Most of his
characters are lively and well~drawn, though the reviewer found
Feter Horay to be a singularly faceless and vaguely-defined
personality. Which is rather a pity, since reter is what might
be termed the romantic lead of the book. However, Mr, Morgan is
far from being the first author to make his willain far more
interesting and believabie than his "goodie"!

He also has the gift - in the opinion of the present writer,
an enviable one -« of being able to tie up all his loose ends
neatly and credibly. Although this cannot be classed as a brill-
iant novel, it is certainly worth reading, ¥siophiles {(to coin
a word) are advised not to miss it; psiophobes (to coin another)
will tend to leave it strictly aloine anyway... '

It is understood that a sequel is already in process of
being written, and it shouid be interesting to see how lr,
lorgan develops his theme, It is also hoped that the reader
will be given more details about the motivations. personalities,
etec,, of his characters,

BEYOND THIS HORIZON by Robert EHeinlein . Reviewed by
Panther, 5s. ~ Vic Hallett & Tony Sudbery

In the Utopian worid of the future, where personal duels
are the only outbreaks of wviolence, one of its citizens finds
thhat a revolt is being prepared.

That is the start. From this it becomes a rather shapeless
book which abruptly changes direction in rid stream, but a book
none the less which is compulsively readable and, in spite of
being written in the forties; one which has many more ideas than
the much praised but empty Stranger in a Strange Land (now
reissued by Four Square at 7s.6d.). -~ VE

Certainly the =conomic and social ideas at the beginning
of this novel are sounder than most of Heinlein'!s, but they get
no development whatgsoever, The following intrigue and adventure
is inconclusive and only mildly interesting; the final section
is irreievant, unoriginal and inconsequential. The only ¥einlein
book that is not readable, this has notuing to offer Heinlein
fans or anyone else, ———=AS
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WAR WITH TEE ROBOTS by Harry Harrison Reviewed by
Dobson, 18s, Charles Partington

I read this book, as I aiways do with a ilarrison, expect-
ing to be entertained, I was not to be disappointed, It's
entertaining, definitely, but it is also a book that can be
read once and then put aside, I had stumbled across two of
the nine stories before, The Velvet Glove and The Robot Who
Wanted to Xnow, Bothh had stuck only vaguely in my memory and
they had to be read again before the endings struck that chord
of familiarity - thus failing my test of a good story.

The title of the book seems wrong in context, eight of the
yvarns revolving around ths robot's desire and willingness to
help the human race, until the last stoxry is reached, the title
story and without doubt the best in the collection, Here is
harrison at his best, and I felt that this one rore than made
up for the slight greyness of the others,

PAFERBACKS BRIEFLY
' by Vic Hallett

The Saliva Tree and other strange growths by DBrian Aldiss
(Sphere, 5s.): This includes Aldiss's superb Wells pastiche
for which he won the Nebula award; funny, witty, horrifying
and entertaining, The other strange growths inciude a couple
of scicnce Ffiction stories, a couple of rurder stories and a
couple of history stories; the only word to describe the whole
is rich,

The Sirens of Titan by Zurt Vonnegut Jnr, (iodder, 3s,6d.):

This wild story is the funniest of Vonnegut's books, although
both Cat's Cradle and God Bless You lr,., Goldwater are better
written, Its story concerns the effect of a Chronosynclastic
Infundibulum on its hero and further than that I am not prepared
to venture, A very good 3s,6d,worth,

Best froi: New Worlds No, 2, ed, Michael iloorcock (Fanther, 3s.6d.)
Another collection fronm recent issues containing among others
You Cowme Marilyn Monroe by J.G,2allard and it Reed's joke
title (which is 1little more) Sisohpromatem,
A good collectiocn at the price.

The Syndic by Cyril lornbluth (Sphere, 53.)

What hapiens when tihze gangsters rule the world. An excellent
read, It doesn't hold water but the writing is very good and
the book is exciting.

Sieeping Flanet by William Burkit Jnr, (Faanther, 5s.)
A Russellesqgue story of an alien invasion foiled by Terran
knowhow and bluff, Solid, violent and gquite fun,




21

The Circus of Dr, Lao by Charles Finney (Penguin, 3s.6d.)

A small circus comes to a one horse Arizona township during
the 'thirties, It is run by a Chinaman and the exhibits are
all mythological creatures, The novel is a very heavy-handed
attempt at fantasy. The only character to emerge at all is
Apollonius of Rhodes and the whole thing finishes with an
incomprehensible list of epigrams and missed plot details

to sloppily end a sloppy beok. If this has any merit I will
welcome instruction in it,

The Watch Below by James White (Corgi, 3s.6d,)

A hancdful of people, trapped in the experimental survival tanks
aboard a torpedoed merchant ship, build up a working society
which becomes the basis of their descendants'! social structure,.
Parallel to this there is the story of a space fleet racing
towards Earth whose occupants also have to build a fresh 1ife
for themselves and their children,

I like James VWhite as a short story writer but I am afraid
that, much as I tried, I could find nothing in this to persuade
me either that the central idea is plausible or that it is
imaginative enough to be anything but deadly boring.

A CCUZLE OF AIITIIOLOGIES

Tony Sudbery

Groff Conklin's admirers will find him really scraping the
bottom of the barrel in Seven Come Infinity (Hodder, 3s.6d,.),
another coliection aimed at the very large market that now
exists for golden age sf, Simak, Russell and Leinster are
represented with routine stories; only Raymond F.Jones's
Discontinuity and William Tenn's The Servant Problem stand out
as at all different, For the rest, the ideas are unremarkable,
the situations faiiiliar and the writing more or less competent.
Nevertheless, there are those who will get great enjoyment from
these 288 pages. I kxnow; I'm one of them,

A far better collection from the golden ange is Tandem'!'s
The Mindworm (3s.6d.). No editor is credited, but I suspect
that this is Bleiler and Diktyv's second series of annual Best SF,

A Century of Great Science Fiction Short Novels, edited
by Damon Enight (lzyflower, 5s.,) includes Dr, J<kyll and Mr,
Hyde and an interesting tale by Harel Capek, cmitting only
Trs Invisible Man from the Gollancz edition, Would that
Heinlein's abyas&mal Gulf had been the one to ge, Still, five
evenings! solid entertainment for five bob can't be bad,

B.OK NOTES

At Swim-Two-Birds, which was discussed by Bob Parkinson in
VECTOR %7, has now appeared in Penguin at 6s.

Byre and Spottiswoode have reissued Titus Groan with eight new
illustrations by the author and an introduction by Anthony
Burgess; it is appearing simultancously as a Penguin Modern
Classic,(Eyre and Spottiswoode, 50s,; Fenguin, 10s,6d.)
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FOR YOUR INFORINATION

Mike Ashley

P W i it e b N I S At 2 g |

A A A DA A A

Well, rost people seem glad that FYI is back again, so
heret!s hoping it will once again he regular, I'm a bit behind
deadline as I write, thanks to merry old Christmas, but I'm
sure Tony won't mind! (Nurses bruises)

From Leroy Xettle {Coventry) come the following queries:
Is Christophexr Anvil John Campbell? Simply, no, Christopher
Anvil is tlie pen-name of Earry C,Crosby (2 name if ever there
was one!), John Camphell {(who I believe is, or was, under sore
kind of contract not to write for ANALOG wi:ilst he is editor)
has only used the pseudonyms of "Don A,S5tuart', under which his
unforgettable Who Goes There? appeared, and Arthur dcCann (which
he used strictly for articles). Xarl Van Campen has also been used,
Is Jon DeCles Keith itoberts? Again, as far as I know, no, John
DeCles is the pen-name of U3 fan Don Studebaker. Keith Roberts
is his own namw so far as wy records show,
Have the following ncvels ever appeared in magazine form?:
Greener Than You Think/Ward Moore —-- not to my knowledge
One in Three Hundred/J.T,McIntosh -- Yes, It is made up of the
following three stories:- One in 300 (Feb 53), One in a
Thousand (Jan 54) and One Too Hany (Sep 54), all in F&SF.
With a Strange Device/i,F.,Russell -~ don't think so,

Lost Legacy/Robert Heinlein -~= Yes, It originally appeared
as nost Legion by Lyle konroe in the Nov 41 SUPER SCIENCE
STORIES

From Peter Roberts (Bristol)}: Yhat paperback novels/short story
collections have been published by Theodore Cogswell, Cordwainer
Snith and Reymond F,Jones? (I've got The Wall Lround The World
by TRC, Spece Lords by CS, and lan Of Two ¥Worlds & The Non-
Statistical ilan by RFJ, but I've been unable to discover .
anything else, ) Well, vour coliection cuts things down a bit.
Cogswell's the awkward one, Ze's certainly written enough to
warrant a further collection, and may well have an original
novel in vnaperback, but poring back over various booksellers!
lists for the past few years reveals nothing, Cordwainer Smith
however has the following: The Flanet Buyer (Pyramid Books) at
3/6, and I believe there is & collection Cuest of Three Worlds
in paperback, but I've never seen this, so counldn't be sure.
R.F.Jones has several out, The Loviates is one of the Galaxy
Novels series at 3/6, os well us the two you mention, lian of
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Two Worlds also obtainable under the title Renaissance. I don't
think there exist any others by these authors still in print.
For other novels your best bet is to buy the magazines.

From Greg Fickersgill (Haverfordwest): I wonder if ycu can

help me trace a atory which cbsolutely defies all my resources.
It is one of the James White "Sector General" series, the basic
plot dealing with, I think, a telepathic dinosaur., I believe it
has appeared sonmewhere in NBEW WORLDS but as my ceollection is
incomplete... I wonld be very grateful if you could shed some
light on this problem for me?

Not being an ardent James White fan I can't say that I've
read this stery. It certainly doesntt fit into any of the
"3ector General" ones I've read, wiiclk are all but about two
or three, Can anyone helpr here???

Lﬁic fallett has a auggeation on p, 31;7

ike Ashley

THE EAARISON LETTER {continued from p.6)

coming down, inedible bangers for breakfast, fine beer at all
hours (being a resident of the con hotel), friendship and good
cheer at all hou:s as well, the very lifeblood of a convention,
and all the rest of the memorable things that make up a
convention,

My friends, I miss you all and look forward to seeing you
again as soon as is possible,

Yaryry Harrison

NPT SF FORUM (continued from p.14)

An sf film to look forward to in the future is being made in
India by Satyajit Ray; it is called The Alien and stars Feter
Sellers, as an Indian!

Soon, perhaps,the film mekers will realise that sf is a unique
genre that contains anything and everything. Specify those
things that you wish to include, just about any combination,
and someone, somewhere, will have written the required sf
story.

BOOKS AND MAGAZINES RECEIVED

New Writings in SF10 ed.,John Carnell (Dennis Dobson, 18s,)

SOL 43 {(Thomas Schlueck, 3 Hannover, Georgswall 5, Germany)
GALAXIE_A4% and FICTICN 169 (3F each; OITA, 96 rue de la Victoire,
Paris-9 .}
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The Teeth that Bite the Hand that Rocks the Cradle Rule the World

from Bob Parkinson:

Bear with me a moment if I revive 0ld debates; the
situation may not be quite what it has seemed,

That J.G.Ballard, whether for good or ill, is one of
the more important influences on current "progressive" science-
fiction,is, I think, indisputable, Also, that the man has ftalent
was demonstrated by the early Vermilion 3Sands stories, if by
nothing else.

Orthodox opinion has it that NEW WORLDS was J,G.,Ballard's
prophet; and that in a converse direction it has been this man's
influence that bas been resgonsible for meany of the current
trends in avant-garde "speculative fiction" = including fractured

. story structures, surrezlism, inner space, psychologically
significant landscapes, and catastrophe in the form of burned,
frozen, crystallised or inundated worlds. Whetker it is true or
not, there are reasonable grounds for suspecting that the Ballard
influence has extended past the wave of neodhyte British writers
to some of the more experienced authors, Only the authors them-
selves can speak authoritatively, of course; but it would be
surprising if attempts to find Ballard influences in - for
example -~ Brian Aldiss! latest novel An Agce were entirely
unfruitfuli,

Tt is therefore interesting to discover a recent review
by J.G.Ballard of The Year's Science Fiction in the GUARDIAN of
the 29th December, 1967. liere is the man vesponsible more than
anyone for the shift from "outer space" to '"inner space", calmly
assessing the Scenej but tie results are guite other than expected,

On NEW WORLDS, for instance:

"Fitted out with a larger format, lavish illustrations

and typograzhy, the resuscitated 'New Worlds! has only

one thing migsing - vitaiity. ...the new magazine can

only be regarded s & failure,..,"
There is always 2 danger in lifting such passages out of context,
but I do not think that I have misrepresented the above passages
The same article goes on to ley into the Science Fiction Writers
of America, classifies Roger Yelazny and Samuel R,Delany with the
"old-guard® (but accepts them on theilr own terms), and finally
devotes a paragraph to Aldiss' An Age.,

At the time of writing I have only read this novel in
the version gerialised in NEW WCRLDS, Therefore I am liable to a
number of pitfails in assessing it., But I would have said that
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in his own way Aldiss was entering "inner space'" fiction here;
making allownnces for the disparate talents of Aldiss this is
what we understood of Ballard, That if this is not in the way of
nomination for Y"classic of the twentieth century" {(or even "best
of Aldiss"™), it is still a serious effort to break through old
forms, to write "progressive science fiction. So:.

' "With Erian sidiss's An Age one is back to the Home

Counties school of English science fiction led by
John Wyndham, ...37ell-told but suffocatingly cosy...
the novel turns the whole universe into a suburb of
Bognor Regis."

Now as a personal view I would say that Bailard is being
overly harsh, I have to. i’y own name has appeared briefly within
the ranks of the avant-garde, my own vitality is in question,
But this is beside the poirt. If J.G.Ballard turns out to be a
conservative after all, who then do we blame the whole current
gituation on? I cannot detect tle fringes of irony anywhere in
this article, On the contrary, it is a carefully reasoned,
reasonable review, If it is a curious dada joke, themn it is a
very obscure onej but tlhie only imnediate alternative explanation
ie¢ thet there are two people of the same name, If s0, apologies
are in order to both of them,

But if not -

Then, as Bob Dylan has it, "Times they are a-changin',”

BIOENGINEERING AND VIETHNAU

from Peter Roberts: I fzil to see what Roje Gilbexrt or anybody
else can find "attractive" in the idea of Pbreeding big cats
intelliigent enough to tell the difference between an American
and & VietCong', With all the enormoug possibilities of biocengine
eering, it is sad that the author can think of nothing more
woXthwhile than to use this science for the production of sentient
weapons, Also it was hardly very bright to place this right
opposite Harry Harrison's statement that overy sf wmiter had
signed a statement protesting against US involvement in Viet Nam,
/Well, it seemed a good idea at the time. My personal views
are the same as yours, possibly stronger ~—A§7

THE EDITOR!'S PLACE

from Tom Jones: All editorial comments affixed to Chas Legg's
letter were childish and not only childish but next teo insultingsg
you seem to have deliberately misunderstood everything Chas said,
which would have been sensible but for your remarks.,

froll ary Reed: You really shouldn't put editorial comments in
the middle of letters, The normal custom is to wait until the
end of the letter before making your reply,.

from Chas Legg: I'm all for editorial comments in letters, It's
sc difficult trying to have a discugsion in a vacuum, you must
agree,
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HEMES IN SF

from Chas Legg: I see no 'reason not to have sparrow sausages,
They'd prcbably be delicious! Now, extending this back, I believe
that the egnivalent thing happens in sf, Plots and themes aren't
touched because people just don't think of them in an sf way,
It's a pity really, because I'm sure that some fields not touched
at thkze moment by sf could become enjoyable to read about, You
have missed my point entirely, Sf has an advantage over other
forms of literature in so far as it can include far more subject
matter than normal fiction, IL.e., space travel may not be fair
game  to historical fiction, but histerical fiction can most
certainly be fair ganme to sf if treated properly. I am not for
including sf themes into mainstream litorary themes and methods,
In fact I would much like to sse the reverse.

Zﬁut why? Suvely, even if any theme can be treated in sf
without conéradiction; not every theme is suitable for this
treatment. The "snarrow saunaage! quotetion from Richard Poole's
article covers both arguments; I doubt if thcy would be deliciou§7

CONGOING AND NAKE-DROFPFING

from Archie Mercer: I note EHarry Earrison'!s little lecture at
the end of his Vorldcon Report, However, what seems to have
escaped Earwvy's atteution is that ny conreps in fanzines and his
outwardly similar reports in VECTOR are not at all the sanlle
thing,., The average fanzine conrep is written largely for the
benefit of those who were there, and they like seeing their names
in print, The conscientious fanzine conreporter, therefore,
endeavours to find excuses to mention as many of the attendees!
names as is reasonably possible. Harry'!s repcrts, on the other
hand, are of (2t present) American professional sf writers and
editors, fcir BSFA members.

it is only fair at this point to place on Tecord my obser-
vation that this present specimen of his colummar art not only
mentions Names, but also contrives to gay interesting things
about the people concerned, Hot Jjust that X was there, but that
X did tkris or that, said thus or so, Ead the previous Harrison
Letters been similar, I would have had no complaint,

from Xenneth licIntyre: To comment on Mr, Peter lMason's remarks
in VECTOR 47 regarding the Harrison Letter, Of course, I realise
that as Mr. kason adwits he'!s not a congoer, the H.H. conrep
could give the impression of a drunken orgy =- or somesuch, So I
suggest that he takes steps to correct this weakness, turns over
a new leaf and becoues a congoer!

[lir, liason did explain that he couldn't go to convVentions
because he has to work over lFaster, but this part of his letter
was cut for reasons of space.

Can anyone teach ug this new dance, the cong027

ARE LUMAIN BEIIGS AIITHALS?

from GCregory rickersgill: Replying to Audrey Walton, human beings
are z2nimals, we retain far too many of the typical animal




stimulus-response synapses to have the gall to class ourselves
otherwise. We are inherently cruel, especially the young, proving
the point *hat only intensive conditioning makes us what we are.

- THE GHETTO EFFECT

from Marti: J. Pitt: Surely the close feedback between authors
and the assumed previous knowledge is only prerfectly normal for

a developiang section of the arts. The poets, painters, authors
and musicians in ant developing field hzve always been very

aware of and influenczed by the work of others in the same field,
Moreover, modorn avent-garde non-sf also requires a literary
knowledge not likely to be possessed by the average reacer, in
the same way that much modern art caanot be prorerly a.preciated
without scme regard Ior previous development. Admittedly, the
ghette eff- ot was mnst striking when science fiction, like much
of its rea =ership, »2s adulescent and although it was this that
limited th- arca of a writer!s work prather a lot for some time,
the precep’ s laid d¢-m were the bases for a lot of very enter~
taining fiction. I find it very exciting that modern sf is
drawing its material from so many sources inside and out of these
standards so that the borderline between whet is and is not sf is
becorming evrer hazier, as a¥e the borders between the classical
sciences., I'm all for the simply entertaining and also the
so=-called iiterary szide of sf,

ON NEW WORLLS

from Bob Charlesworih: As I see it NEVW WORLDI exists to satisfy
two ambitions - firstly to reke a profit, and secondly to present
the best stories available in its porticular field. Vithout
profit no business can exist for long, and so this must be a
major conc=rn of the publishers, It would be disastrous to rely
on the Arts Ccuncil grant, which must always be considered as an
emergency income.

The financial failure of the "old style" NEW WCRLLS must
be avoided at all costs, because a second failure would probably
mean the end of NEW WORLDS once and for all, The magazine must
become sel = ipporting and t:is can only be achieved by selling
enough coypies, It is for this reason that I disagree with the
people wic cryv out for a return to the "good old days" of NEW
WORLDS, It is sarei s obvious that the magazine nmust aim for a
new market because uhe sugport given to the magazine intthe past
hasn't brought finar~ial success.

Because of this a new style magawine has been created which
presents a thoroughly professional image, To ie the magazine
rrovides a sorely nceded "serious escape" from the rest of the sf
magazines =available, '

There is nothing cuite like NEY WORLDS available at the
moment in sf, It should azpeal to reasonably intelligent, serious
minded people and will probably find a good market amongst the
student population 55 the country,

I don't consider myself to be particularly intelligent, but
I don't have any great problem in understanding (and enjoying)
most of the material pubilishec, so I discount the remarks of the
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people whe sezy that the mags=zine publishes unintelligible
gtories., Sure, sum: e o,;¢1—ch»ad and difficult to understand
but the vact az=2inriity are easily undsrstandable., And it'!s still
the only sf magazine that I rea:ly look forward to.X hope that
enough people will 7. .y it to make it a success.

from obe: J.M,Ricinaeds MEW WORLDS, . .a nice slick, well illus-

trate’ ma. .ir- wel . printed on glossy pater. It's a crime that

the *. ipe St this medium isn't even good sf, What of the
prospectis- s¥ . ko owsing in the bookstalls, attracted by the

glitter an: tr~ prow.re... he buys...and tries to read,..and
discardsili .<izre "oy nprejudiced against sf forever. Special-
iastion a. erverim-vtlatoin can oniy come successfully when the
basic nee - a: ~ ca’. rad ¥ r,..a soand evolutionary mechanism,

AT BOES 3T HMEAN?

from ﬁapal.“ﬁ; A9p: T wax taliking with a friend who said he

didn® 1di¥ "8 4 Pl - and . decided to try to convert him; 8o I
lenv “amow cop of L oankmed'c Walk by Predexrik FPohl. When he
gave %5 bauin s hat a Meary natter on sf, and I pointed out that

Druat: .. d's was ot r.ally Sci Pi because it did not deal
with :~der .- % We 8f, which could be translated as speculative
ficti-w, k- aw: 2 ths storr was based in the near furure, or as
soci ;_.c i}&ﬁ_flﬁtiCLe beczuse the story dealt with the study of
a group (tlne univers ;+y staff) in & fixed environment (the
university) and their reaciions to certain stimuli (the death

urge )

OM TFEE [OON IS A4 FARSH KI ISTRESS
from Tom Joaec . Thil Mulrcwney is +alking s load of rubbish;
Heinlein's »oce. was one o the first true novels I've read in

sf, = nove! b ag 2 viece of writing which can stand as liter=~
ature and ::3t ast a story, though it was that as well, The
fact Taat she snti- ¢ computer didn't fall into Phil's framewoTk

of beilief =3 7 wh=a - a2 seatient computer should be like cannot
be 2 writi cisk of T story, after all one man's view of a
sentiznt conp. a2 L.axtvt anothert!s, The novsel deserved the Hugo

522 ETUIEE TANTASY LWL RD

from rLil i -wmey You ¥now the way it stands at the moment
it reslly & & Dloony nees, What gets me is this adjudicatien
commi-cee, it zkeg the whole thing utteriy absurd, I thought

the wn2le 1de~n of th: award was te give it to the book the
membe vsizip Sho-.zht Jhe besc published, But this way, with ten
books given t. °n &7 judication commititee who can select any one

of thase ten books, o matter how many actual nominations it
got, w0 matbter liow »'od the committee is, it has no right to
present an awanrd thav supposaedly has been voted the best book
by the whole oi the SSFA, It is damn ludicrous.

Who ave the su..-committee anyway?
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BRIAN EILL'S JEWS SPOT

August, New York: iHugo Gernsback died on august 19th aged 83,

September, Mew York: Fugo Award Resultls

Best Novel,......The l“oon is a Harsh listress

by R.A.Heinlein
Best Novelette...The Last Cestle by Jack Vance
Best Short Story.Neutron Star by Larry Niven
Best liagazine....WORLDS OF IF
Best Artist......Jack Gaughan

Fan Awards

Best Magazine....NIEXAS, ed. E. Meskys & F. Rolfe
Best frtist......Jack Gaughen
Best ¥Writer.,....&. Fanshin

Pecember, London: B.W.Aldiss had a short story in the Dec,
issue of NOVA, A.C.Clarke and F.Strick (organiser of the
recent. NFT acason of sf films) discussed sf films and sf
with Tony Bilbow on LATE NIGHT LINE-UF on BBCZ on Dec.16.
iiichael Moorcock published an article in the FORNING STAR
of Dec, 28 entitled Thinking our way through to 2117.

January, Britain: Sf magazine price increases due to devaluation:
AELLING, FLHTeSTIC and F&SF now Ls; ANALOG now 6s.,

ANHOUMCZIENTS, AZOLOGIES, PROMISES and suchlike

ile a-ologise most sincerely for the poor quality of the
printing in V47. This was due to a fault in the duplicator,
which has now been repaired. We also apologise for the lateness
of this issuc, which was caused by illness in an editor's
household and by further printing difficulties,

Our thanks to all those who answered the appeal for book
reviewers. They will be hearing from us wien the reorganisation
of the reviews system is conplete.

The next issue of VECTOR will contain a symposium on that
curious phenomenon, sf fandom. If anyone lias views to air on
this subject, we will be glad to hear from him.or her.or it,



of Yony .udbery's

raving established a VECTOR office by c.earing the various
parachernaiia Ifrom the ral . way, ci;_ 1. cnd sigting-roor and
turning the szare rocom nto w-at uy wife cails fa mocdel of
editoriali sqgueiorv; I decideé to repeat the prccess inside
VECTCR itself and swecp the debris of my orinions and rash, ili-
judged statements into & single pile, put o name o it aad call
it & column.

Lo, atep this dusty “ile,; here I sit and grumbie at contribut.
tors and letter-writers, [ can't scate all my disagrecments with
Lucrey Yaltents article in tizis issue; it would take too ilong.
i

S
herever lirs,, Telton is most cexrtaein thet everyone must agroce

with her, tkere I most disagrce,

Por a diriferent view of the possibilities of sutomation, anc
an analysis of tre slow 'accidantal evceclution” that this century
as -eep without recognising it, I recoruend l.ich:ael | arrington's
io timistic study of ceceoenﬂﬂ", Tae &iccidentai Century (Feiican,t

Ii'm rather depressed bty the number of people who onpilose the
‘entertainnment” and "literary" asgpects of sf. They sesz to wave
tost signt of a third factor, the one wiic: nade George Drwell
singie cut sf as the mest worthwihile cf the trash e found in
boys! wecklies in tihic thirties, Crwell calliled this feature
tintelliectual curiocsityy; others have used tuie term V& sense of
wonder",

Cn this entertairment question, tie exchange tevwesn J.C.
Ba.  ard and srthur €. Clarke thet iLichoel enward {p.lj} wanted
to soe aiter Clarke's remerk tohat the most important role of sf
we.s to entertain Hrd in fact already ftaken piace in print, Clarke
»ade the same cilaim in the introduction to nis anthology Time
-robe; sallard, roviewing the book in the TULMIL::T, complained
about “tie familiar intransitive use of 'aonitirtain'', and wented
to know who sf is suirosed to ent.rtain.

Spezking of Ballard's CGUARLIAN reviews, T
Bob carkinson {ie.ters) tuhat the lstest one sk

consexrvetive, t szens €o me t-at this ig ire
an e trerist!s rejection of lest extremes progr

Uepartmrat of wrofound tioughts: “"The nervous stroin insid:
the shir was nerve-rack:ng' (kurray Leinstor, Thie Cor iarnis Disast

Juiz corner: Waat writer of traditiomnal sf, writin. in tls
'3Cs and '40s, wiosc styie and methods often prefigure Viadimir
abokov's, wor {jointly with uamLel Geckstt) e first award of
an important international literary prize in 1361l inswer: Jorge
Luis jorges, one of. .wacse stories iz inciuded in Michael Hoorcock
cew anthology The Tra.s of Time, due out from iapy & “hiting thie
s_ring.

How timely Time is, Utvid iMasson's first collection is callie:
The Caltrags of Time (Faber, 21s,), and Alien i.ane's latest gloss™
science book is The Voices of Time (ed. J.T.P¥raser}, This tome




~cntains ar article by Profaesser Herbert Ningle claiwring to dis-
srove special reiativity, Hir argument shows how casy it is to
neglect the relativity of simulkaneity - which ugly but impressive
shrase describes one of the most basic and hardest to grasp of the
ostulates of relativiiy. Inventors of faster than iight drives

would do well to pay more heed to it,

Taber are filling a serious gap with Best SF Stories of C.!.
Kornbluth, excellently edited and introduced by Edmund Crisping
and rumour, busy as ever, rcckons another gap will socon be frlled
wl.ex Britain gets a new sf magawine,

by Vic Hallett

Re Mike #:iniey: Ques*t of Three  'oricsis pubiished by Ace
Books of New York., On:2thc "telorathlc dinosaur" quesition, the only
Sector General I can thin% c¢f that fits this description is Troubi~s
with Zmiiy (a teleporiing dinosaur) now reprinted in nosgltal
Station published by Corgi.

Thilst on the subj-ct of James White I am pleascd to be able
Lo say that when tackliig & novel that depends on plot and nov
characterisation he is gstill his o01¢ charming self. hHis new noTL
511 Jodgment Fled (to be published by Rapp & Vhiting this spring’
more than makes vp for The Watch Bel ow.

-I»

7et another hard cover publicher enters the s
llale with Aftermath by George Corgson, I hope toat i
t a nortent o7 the series o a whole as it is entir

o K4 abyshhl,
Trying to be hcecnest and cutspoken it ontly succeeds In being boring,

T would liike tc know how i: ‘=mct Fanther did witk Skoot at TI.
Iy opinion as a osokseller ig that they alienated botir the s
ané the gftir2ral rceder but this may be just o local reacticn

iam Burroughs'! Nova Zxpress as a sciencs fiction title.

so fit in sowme il nsws here, On relecasc:
q_giangf i Itaiian £il:.
t Lnecvher Itaiian film,
20oth have possibilitien as s ectaclec,
The Tepth VIcEim Tom dbert Sheck 's story The Seventh Victinm.

Hizght . of the ‘3 A ks T Hiron Jehaw

13.1 5
These two chare ©

Your 177 editors recently saw a full lengthx French cartoon
entitled Lﬂ Theagire Jde MM, et Mme,. ¥abnil., We went with interest a=s
we nod heard that thic snape of the cinema in twenty
vears'! time, For . uself I con cenly say thay I enjoyed it enormoucly.
ft was a2s 1if James Thurbaex and technicues had become blend:zd
with Chariles /ddams'! idean ana echniqgues and produced a film on the
sex war with swlendidly macabre su Torting animals, I incline to
think theat if the "twenty years on" statement is truvue then this ic
the Walt Disney of ite tirce byt nothiang more serions.

Finally I have 2 complaint o make. Blurbs are often bad but
faw B3 as bad as tre cone Tandem kave put on Gods For Tcmorrow (ef
ST \ T i . . = < = 0
Hans Santescon;ja kizkhly misleanding blurd to a very good anthology

interestingly reversipng the trend in February when ¥btiie/
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BRITISH SCIENCE FICTION  CONVENTION Easter 1968

The THIRDMANC:IN is ynur SF Convent.on for 1968......8veryone's going
to have a ball, sa make sure you are in an itl How? Simple, just
send 7/h{or %1.00 even} to our treasurer BILL BURNS, 173, SWANAGE RD,
WINTIN, ECCLES, MANCHESTER, ENGLAMND, Then you can sit back for a
while and receive all issues o2f the Lon newsletter METE'R and nther
suncdry Zitems as they come aut. tach delivered persnnally bv your
A friencly neighbourhonod nostman! Send NJW,.offer cleoses Easter 1943,
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