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1 FOLKS &£ikQULKD HLKE
WOLSE TuINGS WaITILG by Manly Wade Wellman is finally out from Carcosa
after a long series of celays., It is a very attractive bool and well .
worth the §9.50 price tapg and the long delay. The adcress for Carcosg is
B0 Box 1064, Chapel Lill, FC 27514, . «Many of our arca fen arc on the
move £o ve have a long list of addrcss ciaanges this time. Few gddrcsscs
include: Ifichacl Dobcoii, 16608 Clover Lill Lanc, Olncy, iid 20532,
Pat Gabricle, 1715 Voorhces Ave, Brooklyn, N.Y. Paul Harwitz, P 0"Box
3841, Lurham, ‘K,/C.. 27702, Guy H. Lillisn IIX, 930 Carr St. #3,
Greensboro, NC 27403,  Betty Stiuson, 225 Voodburn Rkd, Ralcigh, 1C 27605,
Randy williams, 424 iiontrosc, Apt C, Gmeencshoro, N,C. 27407. . .Thcrec
vas a loug article on Manly Wade Welliadl oL the first pagce of the Fectures
scction of the Ced %0, 1973 Durhen Moruinug Hereld., o JFaul Horuitz
continuce to cell rcgularly to Playboy lAfter liours. lic has beon i every
issuc for c¢ight or niie moiths Lowe o JMConchy On The Lalf-Shellh is
now out froa Tcnpo Books (Grossct & vunlap) for 75¢. If you can tind a
store that carrics it you arc luciy. If mot you can order it frou:
Couichy #1, c/o Tac Charlottc Hcws, P O Box 360, Charlotte, NC 28201 for
%l by neil., The book is an abridged version .of YConcihy: Man Of The ifow"
Wwith soue strips left out and sonc new onco adaed, . Anong tiac ncw once
is thc ever popular devil scquinces  ""Concly" appcars very irrcoularly
itnithe W, YV, cundoy Fews. At lcact onc has appeared so far, The Fopers
iu Fayctteville, IC and Rocky tjount, IC and Lexington, Ky heve dropued
"CoLcliye" 'The Vington-valeim Scntincl and the Mizmi Fowe hove wicked it
up. The l.F. Guerdion had anoticer intervicw with Jeoacs Childrces in #eT e
« » WL reciived a very attractive Carictilce carc fron Dick ioorcs,
artist on the 'Gasoline Alley" deily strip aud another of the fine
cartooniste who live in tlis obElal e N




under the celm trcce

TUIS ISH Dept

This issuc is being put togcther on a rush basis so it may not be up
to the standarde of past isiuce. With ny new work schedulc (11:00 pM
to 7:00 AM) I'm finding it hard to find timc for all thc things I hnve
to do, As a result I put off getting thim issuc togcther just a littlc
too long, Hy brother Tcrry is helping out on the typiung this time by
doing soitc of thc pages that arc straight corying and don't nccd rovicion,
Plcacc excusc any nictakics on his part as he very scldoa types and ncver
before. for-publieatiobe A6 it St wild probebly have to go 43 hours
without slcep to get the iscuc together and out. With luck I won't put
off ncxt iscuc for so long.

ThHi OLD SaMi TInk Dept

Duriiac wini-con ZXITI will be hceld on sunday January 27, 1,74 at
2540 Chapcl Lill koad. 4z usual therc will be no progran £o thcre will
be plenty of time for buying/sclling, talking, typing, ctc. Tiacre wiil
be rcircelments but no luncheon, For thocc of you who &rc o incliied
there is a hardece!s wituin walking dietonce, Ve dou't chorge adiiscion
but co have a jar for contributions, Thc noncy goee to cover VolwIico,
thic refreshnents, and the officizl con pilcturcc. Anyone nccdily circct-
ions to thc com zhould call (919) 489-6239.

GLS SHOKTLGE Dcpt

We arc very awarc that therc is a gas shorteage and that this .oy make
sundey travel a hardelip for song. This tiue will be a test of rortes to
scc¢ how the shortage affccts attencence, how aveilable gas is clong the
routcs in fpon many of the cutlicing arcas, ang whether drastic ncasurcs
would be justified, If the csituation gets very bad we nay hove to cwitch
the Spring anc Suuer cons to Saturcays instcad of Sundcys. As taligs
are now, howevcer, the next con is sct for Sunday LApril 7. Ve would
likc¢ to hear from cach of you as to whether sunday cons will cr.ctc a
hardship beciuse of gas or whcthcr a switch to Saturdcy woulc be core of
Q problcri.

LaST L1ull 4kOUND Dept

Durham sini-con XXI was hcld at tuc old saic placc on October 7, 1973.
Over 50 pcople attended, cown somo froa last Swaier but still a respect-
ablc suowing. Jaucs Lrchenbault c..ic cown frou Virginia vith a ;prcat
loac ¢f couiecs and pulps forzsale, Pat Gabriclc caie down frou F.Y, to
attcend the cou anc brought souc originecl art and comics. Ralyh diar olius
brougzht a couplc of rccent conics we had aisscd. Ariong thosc in attond-
anec werc: Pat Gebricle, Tag Gibson, kalph hMargolius, Ti. Blonkearn,
inthony & Tin Frazier, Jomces Hubbard, George kihitalker, Bill St rics, San
HEutchcus, M € Goodwin, Mark & flen Upcliurch, Davic 1Hllicicon, hobert
kubin, ilton Read, Louic Browvm, Jamcs & Rachel Lrchaaboult, lLdcaard &
Mildred hinter, Jerry Minter, Clay Kiiball, Rou iyors, Gilbert Ierris,
Randy Vona, Scott & Linda Whitcside, Betty stinsoun, Lois Ball, Idchord
Hurt, Brucc iLrthurs, Ncd Brooks, Bric Ferguosol:, Loa Nash, Tin #rion,
Jiiuiy & Sharon Viade, George Ecalm, Edwin Vance, Bob INilson, Stove Heoffius,
Ben & Benji Brovm, Steve PTurncr, Karl V.agaer, Davce Drolke, Biice Lorscn,
Stuart Schiff, .rlon Lndrows, To.a Long, Yoncce Parrish, olu, & Toerry.

’
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LOSY ilD FOULKD Dopt

#diivet cvery nini-con sonconc leaves soucthing and never bothers to
write us afterwards to inquirc whether it has been found.  VWe now have
& couple of paperbacks, souc couwics, and an s-f ucgozinc that pcople have
left the past couple of cons. Vrite us or cloin thenm in the Found box
at the aini-con if we have sourcthing you lost. Laong the logt itcus arc
two begs of our coumics that werc gotton out to show comcone suic itcus.
L.JLU the coudes aiscing are about 15 iLction Couics beforce #10U (includling
720, #32, #23, #73=-74, #77-01), two or threc Lecdinge, a couple of carly
wuperboy, a hendiul of Harvel Fauily, and nmeybe a couulce merc. Thacse
poy hove gotten mixed in with soncone clsc's stuff so if you had a lot
of stuff at thc con clicek it to scc if there were somc itcus nixced in that
arcn't yours. L list can be provided to cnyonc who thinks he uaay hav
found tiaci.

OOK OF FOLKS urOUND nERE Dopt :

You can add Brant Parker te the list of preuincnt cartoonists who
live in the I'C-Va arca. The creator of "iizard of Id% anc Jeaies Childres
are goow frionds as cvidencced by the Parkcer forword to thc %Conc! A OOUku
and the guest appecarancce of bung in the "C.nchyv strip o fow wecks back.
. .Tcrry'f CITY MaGLILE painting is bock on loan te Kelly Freac so that
it ney be included in a new scloction of prints. . .Bob Zucnylbchp,
«Citoricl cartoonist for the Greensloro Deily llcws, uscd to asgist Frool:
Ring on %“Gasolinc Zllcy." 1In 1956 hc switclcd over to the 5unicy: with
Bill Perry when Dick Moorcs joinod the fold. How na ny of you Imcew thot
"Gasulince Llley% had so uany roots in NC?. . .CikTOORISLT PkOfiles ;420
fc,uturcw a L poagie autobiography by hiciamend Fews Leader cditorial car-
toonict Jeff iin .¢llclly, The Pulitzor FPrize-winner got auch of Lis carly
cxpericnce at UNC in Chapcel Eill., . .

PLPER LoORTLGL Dept

The paper shortage has hit the coaic etrip and comic book worlds hard.
Drcstic clhicnges have hit both worlds. Mony ncwspapers have cut cown the
sizc of tlicir dcilies from four coluuns to thrce coluins, and souc have
gone cven fartiacr. Not as aony papers as you aight think have Jdone this
but thc fact that scme id peniccd King Featurcs into requesting thet
neny of tucir strips be drawn for three colunns now. This acane less art
and larger lcttering, Lnother problem is in the Sunday section wherc
recucticns arc just as drastic. Scuc ggpcrf have dropped suilc strips Lut
the reaction of awny is te fit the same nwabcr of stiips into fower wnages.
This necans the virtual cliaination of meny half- ~pages as uaost strips. arc
now carricd as thirds. Somc papers shrink the strips so they coa flt
four or aorc onto a einglc page. It is scetting incercasingly harder. to 1
{ind desircable sSunday PLPLIU. Comlc boils arc also affccted Ly tic
poper shortoge.,  Charlton hos had to suspenc ¢ll cctivitice for two asnths
cuc to lmCh of papcer. thlonul wropped the fellowing titles cuc to the
paper siortage: JLuY OLLLi, LOIs L.NE, fUFLKGILL, hHIhD OnLli, &Obui,
Phiz, FORBILULK T.LIZL OF Deik iLloIOF, H;Uhth OF LIhILTJR LOUL.,
Ciatlr 10k LrORYS, SLCLEY OLIGILS, and LIKD .ooTobli, 7o replace thaa o
nuiber of bouks 1ill be upped to 100 pages and 60¢. THELUrildilod. FlaILY
will featurc Olscu, LL, and Superpirl in & conbination of ncw .otorisl
and rcprints, Other 100 pagers will be JLi, «OLLD'S PILESY, Li..VE & oOLD,
SEhsuady, Tohsud, LOUSL OF quthY, ond UbLarBECTLD, The Korak & Core.n
strlps will De moved cver to Tikdud, JL. will have JSi & @ &oldiors
of Vict.ry storics in thc bock. The shortage has had nc uarhvh (ffcet
at Marvcl yot accorling to aost socurcos.
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NEWSST.ID LHOKTLGE Dept
Distribution is onc of thec acjor headachcs for all fone, cspecially

those in Durlaii, Truc, woe get Welkd TiLLY and cnother iton cr twoe that
arc abscnt clsecvhere Lut the situction has detorioratced s nuch in the
past ycar that now custly trips tu Kelcigh arc the only way tc imsurc
thot itcus are not nisscd. 4L year age you could get all the conics, aags,
cnc papcrbocks with onc stop at Sherry's, the ncwsstand in town, Six
neonths ago you could get most of thom there and supploment it witl just
onc or two morc stops, How Sherry's lias becon cupty for a month and
it is ncer inpossiblc to get cverything withcut half a dozen stops in
Lurh:u gnd o $1.50 trip to Raoleigh. Inegine peing to your #favoritce®
ncwestoand and finding all of the shelves and rocks coupletely bare., They
arc in the uidst of switching from a Durhan distributer to a Koleipgh conc
Lut that cocsn't help now, 4t the acvment there is a real Ynowsstand
shortapct in Durh...

FOk oTulpPEnS OLLY Doept

For perhaps the first time the Flash Gerdon fundeys arc now cenncected
withthe dailics.,

We have a new paper of the wcnth for you strip collcecctorss Tho
hecord-Couricr of kavenna, Ohio is publishced daily coxecpt for Sunday
and Legal Holilays. iMoll ratces arc §3 a uonth or $28 a year froa 124 Ii.
Chestnut &t., kavenna, Ohio 44266, /fuong the strips carricd arc non-nFG
strips Lpartacnt 3-G, Dunald Duck, .Lrchic, Jackson Twing, Lowlyco, Steve
koper, Helf ritch, Mory vorth, Hi ond Lois, TFred Bassct, Belicve It Or
Not, VWee Pals, Peanuts, and They'll Do It Lvery Tine. MFG stripe you
can read carly are kip Kirby, Duz Scwyer, Julict Juncs, and $ally Bonanas.
This isn't a bad linc-up and should be a gocod supplcacnt to the JFCs.

Soris 0f you iy rencnbtier tiagt I reecimicnded "HolikuY in the Chicago
Daily Defcencer o whilce back. "Wioliku® is o uniquce black strip onc by a
young artist cspeeially for the Defencer. Villiawm E. Hayden heos .ioved
ovcr to the undergrounds now bLut his werk therc is not ag iiorcssive as
it is on his weckly stripzfor the Defuncer. He has an cleven pagce
in DELTH KGTTLE 3 titled %The Fotion.®

TEE oTuLIPPEL is o Yinew' fonzinc dedicatcl to ceouic strips that is
published Ly the cver popular Biljo White, The first issuc ecac out in
1964 and the scecond and third in 1973. Leoch acw issuc has an articlc on
scite past strip (#2 had Boots, #3 had Bectle Bailcey in colleic), a icce
or twu un the cullecting of strips,:ond s ue aws for c.aic strips. Order
froa £ill J. Vhite at ¢ O bex 440, Coluabia, e 65201 for 50¢ an issuc.

Onc¢ strips that the MFG could pick up with 1little treoublc when it
needs to replace somcthing is BEYORD Mikd by Jack Villicnson and Leo
Lliag, a s~f Sundoy teab thet was found only in the Y Sunday Fows in the
carly 1950s. It lastod threc years and should Le aveilalle in its
cntirity. LLGUL ;21 has a two papge articlce by Jack Willicmson on his
Scectoe storics and 3/4 of the sceend poase was cevoted to BLYOLU Meid,

Therc is alsc a full pege scarle of the strip from 1952.  Under the scuple
we are tcold that anyonce interested in roprinting thc strdp shoulld writce:
Chicapo Trivunc-Fcw York Ncws Syndicate Inc., 220 E. 42 St., Iew York,

EY 10017, ittn: Thouas Dirscy, Sclcs iirnager. Maybe sciconc should take
the hint. The strip was created by the Sunday Hews to conpete with TV a
anc to give it an coge over the conpeting popers. Other popers  wanted
the strip Ly the Fews kept oxelusive rights and finally dropped it duc

to high procducticn ccsts and jcealousyr froo the CII'V1S over job cunflicts.
We could do worse thon this strip and I'ansurce it weuld Lelp draw cublers,
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Since last issuc therc have been at least three big developunents
in thc¢ newspaper reprint scenc, TFirst of all, FuVOLITL FULEILS wos
¢ropped .with nd warning after only 12 issucc duc to the paper shortage.
L1l subscriptions anc scme of the strips werce tronsforred over to to
VINTLGL FUNNIES, The combination is not thc best they could hove he
The strips earricd over werce Erick EBradford, pPacnton, Bringiug Up FMtuvr,
and Little Nema., New strips added curing the ierger werc ropeyc sSundays,
tickey Mousc, and kube Goldberg's Side Showe Sorely nisscd arce Lllcy Oop
cand Specd Saunders from FF, two of the better strips from thot pojcor,.

Oop was the best strip and thencjor rcdson we ot FF. Llso unissing is
the mich advertiscd SKYrL.oTIRS strip Lut they proaisc sone big strip later
50. this nay be it. Unhapyily half of Tcrry & the Pirates was dropped in
the shufflce, - We no longer have two pages an issuc but instcod have the
dallics one weck ahd the Sundey the next, Surec, Terry is cxpcusive but
it is clso the top draw in the japcecr. I don't aind sceing sonc of thc
stiips ;0 and aa ;lad to scc the addition of rojcyc and (lickcy Lut therce
could have heen nmorce consideration for the fanse Ve all know that .lan
Light is feaumous for promising onc thing and <¢¢livering anothere Lot us
hoypc that another cxgonsion is in linc to pick up somce of the strips that
should be in the papger now.

ruOELI& is past duc but all papers scoil to be late in getting storted
so I'a not rcally worricd yot, The pricce is rather high for the nunaber
of strips proniscd and the only thing that makes it worthwhile is the
guality of the strips and the proaisc of rapid cxpansion, Vith luck the
first issuc will conc out whilc they can still run the Few Atlontis Lip
Kirly story.

Y SUWLhDLY S LOMICo is a ncw zinc from thc publishcers of NOST.LGI. LLLS
and KEMLBLR WuBN, Promiscd arc Big Ben Bolt (Sundays & doilics) froa
the beginning and Buz Sawycr (dailics) fron 1953, Llso proniscd arc
arc reprints from comic books beginning with the 12 part Capt, Marvel ve,
Mr, Mind's Monster Socicty of Lvil, If thcy dcliver it will Le pgood Lut
I ann woiting to sce what DC does cbout the many proposcd fan ropriuts of
old DC, Quality, and Fawcctt couies. In any casc, the price is 5 issucs
for 43.75 and 10 for {?. Ordcr from YLSTeKDLY'S COulCi, 1630 Lhiphleand
ur, Corrclltcon, Toxas 75006,

Ncws Fews Hews Fows News Lows Nows Iews Hews Nows Iows  Hews
Wwri htson leaving Swanp Thing for personal rceasons. . Wiictal ifen & Bl,
Aquauun & BY -futurc B&D tcaus, . .Dr Strenge pots cwn nog with first
issuc #184 to run c. ncurrcntly with Strange Tales, . JIron Fist in Morvel
Prcuicre. . .Marvel Twoe In-On¢ 74 has Thing-Copt iuocrica-Guar’ions of thc
Galaxy. s JViarrcn is coaing out with a Spirit negozine fecaturin,. 8
»storics inclucing onc with Corben color, . .Jin Dacn is new chltor of
IF: as ‘Djlor Jakolsson comccatrates on GALLKY | . .clu got a doy off cnd
wis able to go only 36 hours instcad of 48 for this issuc. . Jkandly
Lillicns insists oh bLringing uouc slicdes for solce to the next nini-con,

e <HC says slides includced will bLe fron Wicstworld," "2001," "Lady &

the Tranp,"-"The Gracuate,” #The Checrlcaders,% anl others. Lo clso has
cupics of Kifty ..c<venturc Fununics luft over, . .

—




OCTOBER 30, 1938: A MARTIAN IMVASION
by Eric Larsen ’

The Sunday edition of The ¥Bw York Times has always been veyy thick, Sunday,
October 30, 1938 was no exception, It is therefore easy to see how over a million
readers nissed the small entry on the page containing the radio prograsming which
read: "8:00; WABC~Play, H,G, Wells! War of the Worlds, With Orson Welles.," These .
one niillion-plus people mwould regret not having read that announcenent by the tinme '
the night was over,

This play was being enacted by CBS!'s Mercury Theatre on the Air, vhich featured
Orson Velles, The story, token from H,G, Welles! novel _111’_(_3_ Var of the Worlds, was
a simple one, It was the recounting of an invasion of Earth by men.irom Lars, The
Martians landed on Earth in flaming mectecor-lilke space ships; and soon, in a series
of lopsided battles; destroyed Earth'!s defenses, The Martians then assumed rule of
the planct, However, this victory was short-lived as the Martians began to drop
decad by the score, The final victor in this war turncd ocut to be the microscopic

germs and bacteria“in the Earth!s atmosphere, Mars! atmosphere had no such disease
carriers; therefore, the Martians had no immunity to the Earth's, The human race,
after the lagt Martlan had died, began the task of rcbuilding their world,

Bocausc of the gcimplicity of the story line of The War of the Worlds, the man
doing the adaptation for a radio play nceded to makc usc ol SOMC UMISEAL prosche
tation method to hold the audicnce!s attention. This man, Hovard Koch, decided
to present the first part of the play as a series of neus reperts, deseribing the
HMortians landing, defeating  the Army and Air Forcc, and apparent conquest of Earth,
The sccond half of the play, Koch wrote as a narration by one of the survivors
(playcd by Orsen Welles) describing the declinc of the Martian invaders,

The publict!s rcaction to the Mercury Thentsw :on the Air's presentation of
"War of the Worlds" was immediate and intense, When the program had been on the
air fer just a few mimtes, and the Martians werc only beginning tc amerge from
their spaceships --heat rays blasing and poison gas flowing-w , cwitchboapds at
neuspapers, radio staticns, and pclice buildings were begining tolight up with
calls from frightened listencrs, As the horrors and size of the Martian invasion
greu, so did the mmmber of callers, Soon, CES was so swamped with calls that even
the Hlew York police could not get through to find out what was happening,- Callers
wanted to knov a variety of informatfon, such as: "ihere is a safe placc to go?" ,
"Should I go up on the roof or down to the cellar to escape the gas attacks?" and
"here can I get a gas mask?" Othor people called to give advice, like:'"ihy don''t
we turn off all the lights in the city so that the Martians will-miss us?" , In
all, the New York Times rececived the staggering sum of 875 calls, and the radio
stations carrying thc program had an increasc of five-hundrcd percent over their
regular volume of calls, The pecoplc making these calls were not just a groap of
freightened old ladies, cither, In fact, in Hewark s New Jersy hundreds of physice
lans and mursecs phoned the policc to voluntcer their services and to aid the injured.

The brunt of this public assault fell on the telephone switchbeard opcrators,
They had a difficult job which they handlrled in scveral wayse One opcrator, before
she could explain to a woman inquirer that the broadcast on WABC was fictional in-
naturc, had the woman hang up on her after saying, "The world is-coming to an cnd,
and I have a lot to doy" Soon , the oporaters, instead of saying,"Helle," when -
receiving a call, said, "It's just a radio show," For one poor girl in New York,
it was her first night on the job, Remembering the extremc politcncss taught to
her while she was in training , she answered a person on the phone with, "Ifm
sorry, we haven't that information here," Her supervisor s hearing this uwrmusual
courtesy, complimcnted her and asked what the party wanted to know, The girlts
answer was: "He wanted to know if the world was coming to an cnd,”




. _Te actions taken by pecople were cven more bizarrc than their tclephonec
Cénversations, In Indianapolis, a woman rushed into a Sunday ovenins church scrvice

”screaming, "Mew York is destroyed, it's thc ond of the world, You night as well go
home to dic. I just hcard it on the radéo." Scrvices were dismisscd immodiatcly.
In Harlem, instead of dismissing church, the scrvices were transformcd inta ond of
the world prayer meetings, Two women hearing the program, called the theatrc whore
their husbands were attending a play, The husbands werc paged, and after talling
with their wives on the phone, spread the word of the invasion throuch the tlicatre,
Chaos descended, Pecople stood on street corncrs in more than one city to gct o
glimpse of what was to be the grcatest battle of all timc between the Martians and
the Earthly forces, Again, highly intclligent people were fooled as much as the
general public, At Princeton University, Dr, Arthur F, Buddington, chairman of the
Department of Geology, and Dr, Harry Hess, professor of geology rushed to the site
where the first flaming nmeteor-ship was reported to have lancded so that they could
collect samples. North Carolina could perhaps boast one of the most umusual re-
actions to the broadcast, At Brevard College, students fought for phones so they
couldcall home to have their parents come get them, In the excitement, five male
students fainted,
There werc some people who took the "Jar of the Worlds™ entircly too scriously,
More than twenty families on one block in Nework, New Jersy, ran out of tlcir houses
with wet towels and handkerchicfs to protect tham from the Martion gos. Some went
as far as to start loading their furniturc on their cars in preperation for the
gvacvation, The frantic activity in this neighborhood was reported to thc polices
Lmeciately, an ambulance, three radio cars and o police emergency squad of eipht
men were dispatched with full inhalator apparatus. It turned cut, of course, to be
a false alarn, In a similar casc, scven thousand national guardsmen were accident-
aly mebilized, A scerc of panicking people were treated at one New Yor's hospital
for shock and hystcria, At St. lichacl!s Hospital fiftcen morc pecplc were treated
likewise, scme requiring scdatives and conversation with psychiatristsc, In thesc
and other hospitals, radios were switched off in intensive care wards to stop
waves of heart attacks from breaking oute 4 man in Fittsburs arrived home during
the broadcast and found his wife in the bathroom with a bottle of peiscn, screaning
"I'd rather dic this way than like that," The man finally calmed his wife; then
bedome terrifiod himself as he sat down and listened to the rest cf the program,
Howhere was reaction to the broadcast as cxtreme as it was in Peru, 'hen the program
had been translated into Spanish, it was aired there, Vhen the terrified Feruvians
found out that the program was ficticnal, they became enraged and burned the radic
station tc the ground,

In the: days fcllowing the "dar of the Worlds" broadcast, the lotters to the
cditor sccticns of newspapers were filled with lettors from people cither praising
cr conderning the program, The writers werce just about cvenly divided cover the
issue, Samucl Tishman of Queens, Hew York called the broadcast "The mest asinine
stunt I cver heard cof," and William H. Deckor called it "a disgrace and an cutrage,!
at the same time, Ted B, Davis said:

Orson Wclles, « o should be given a medal feor his chest instcad of a
beot for his pantse ¢ « for cxpesing the vast number cf pullible peceple
of whom Barnum spcke so trulya.
Welles himsclf was amazed at the recacticn his program had causcd and stated that
he had doubts abcut preoseating the program at all because:
It was our thought that perhaps pcople mizht be bered or anncyed at
hearing a talc sc improbable,
The prefessicnal cediterial writers jumped in,but they werc just as split cver
whether the "War £ the Werlds!" was geod or bad as the rest cf the public. Gecrge
E. Rutheford wrote that he thceught thats
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The bad taste and lack of restraint in the Halloween !'joke! broad-
cast cannct be too harshly condemned, , . Iverybody ccnnected with the
broadcast showed ccmplete lack of editorial discretion as well as a per-
verted sense of humor,
flvin J. Bogart called the broadcast a "brilliant cramatization, " and saicd that:
Condemnation of the netwerk for the childish hysteria and paric on the
part of many listeners weculd place the FCC (Federal Cormunicati-ns
Cormissicn) on a par with those emoticnal and somewhat m-ronic individe
nals who, in shame of their own credulity and panic, are ncw indisnant
and vindictive,
The%tn Louis Post Dispatch perhaps put all the editcrial comments in the preper
perepective when it ran a political cartcon shewing two martians locking Cemm
on Larth with all its problems and cne romarking to the cther, "I wouldn!'t go
down there on a betl!

Despite all the editorial comments attempting tc decide what Orscn Wellces
was trying to do or prove by airing War cf the Werlds" in the form that he aid,
the only perscn who could comment factually en that was Welles himself, His
cpilomue to the broadeast answered the question, It also scrves as a geod ocnding
to this article, i '

his is Orson Welles, ladies and gentlemen, out of character to assure
you that the War of the Worlds has no further significance than as the
holiday cffering it was intended to be, The Mercury Theatre's own radic
versicn of dressing up in a sheet and jumping out of a bush and saying
Bocd Storting now; we couldn't scap all ycur windows and steal 211
your garden gates, by temorrow night . . . so we did the next bost
thing, We annihilated the world before ycur very cars, ond utierly

. destroyed the Columbia Broadcastins System, You will be rélicmedsE
hope,  to learn that we didn!t mean it, and that both institu*i-ns

arc still open for business, Sc bhocd-by everybecy, and remar . i, please,

for the noxt day or sg; the terrible lesson ycu learned tcni It
That grianing, glowing, gobular invader of your living room is an
inhabitent of the pumpkin patbh, and if your deoorbell rings and
nobocés there, that was nc martian , . o it's Hallowc'en,

E.wvin L. lMurrcy
2540 Cha,cl [ill koad
Lurhcia, ¥. C. 27707
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