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under the e¢lm tree

THIS ISHUL Dept , o

Eere we arec again with another issue of everybodyssfavorite local
zine. This issue will be just as local as usual, I won't say what will
'be in this issuc beceuse I don't know at the moment. Material from others
should start coming in tomorrow and I have a couple of ideas I'm working
on for filler articles. Therc arc two news iteas that should be in this
lcad spot. but which will Dbe postponcd until aftcr tihc lead commercial.
The cover this issuc is by Clyde Caldwell and is quitc nice though a bit
different from the past few covers, Spccial thanks to Mical Fowler for
the fine jok he did printing the. cover this issuc. Thanks also go to
Karl VWagner for taking timc out of his busy schedule to do the E. Hoffman
Price piece for us. '

CON-FUSED Dept , , : ; N '
Durham mini-con XXVIII will bec held on July 13, 1975 at 2540 Chapel
Hill Road. This was thc only date availablc in July that would not conflict
with another con that arca pcople might waut to attond. e first weckend
is hooked with the Sculing Con in N¥C, the #1 ccmics con., Tihc third
week featurcs the Vestcrn Film Festival in Nashville (.aoved from Memphis)
that sewcral of you attend., The third weekend is ticed up with RiverCon
(DecpSouthCon) anc the possibility of Milo Holt's Old Time Western Filnm
Club nmoctings. Checlk with Milo or Ed Williams or Herb Swilling about thc
corrcct datc for this, A4s you can sce, we just Darely fit in this tincs
Most of you know what to cxpect at & Durham nini-con so If1ll just hit tac
highlights., Thce con runs roughly 9 AM to 5 P with no progream and plenty
of timc to browsc, buy, sell, tradc¢, converse, cte, Lct us hope the
weather is nice so that the usual Swmner nob can sprcad out soume as the
quartcrs become a bit cramped when a large number of people arc kept dnsidcep

BIG CON JOB Dcpt .

This is the scetion where I tell you how wonderful our last con was
and then bore you with a list of aliiost everyone who attcnded. Attendance
was steady at about 75 for the third or so con in a row as things scen to
be leveling off a bite: Durh~m mdni-con XXVII was held on April 6, 1975
and was great like usualy, Irvin Koch came all the way from Chattanooga
the day before and we spent the eveoning with hinm talking about the state
of southern fandem. Onc of the things he ccaie to find out was why fans
- in this area don't travel as nuch/far as those froml other southcecrn states.
I don't think wc cver settled on anything though the large percentage of
coales fans in the area could heove soaecthing to co with it, Before the
con really got started I was talking with Saauel Joyner about area fossils
without rcalizing that within a couple of months the oldest fossil yet
found in North fLmerica would soon be found in Durhan County. I sonehow
nenaged to find a copy of one of the earliest counics I remcmber picking
up, 400 PLRADE belicve it or not, I had heen about 4 when I got it first,
The never-popular con photo albuii was :well thumbed through, as usual.
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Onc especially unpopular picturc was a WGil Kene'' shot of Terry that is
so ugly that George Beahnm had to enlarge it sc supersize as soime sort of
insideous revengc for untold deceds. Joe Treacy was there with a nmock-up
of his upcomning DEADSPAWN fanzine. Karl Wogner had a handful of copies
of BLOODSTONE which were cagerly snappec up by friend and foc alikc.
That dreaded time is here again. I will now nanglc the nanes of all of
thosec who attended the last con: Irvin Koch, Sanuel Joyner, Bill Starnes,
Scott & Linda Whiteside, Grier Neely, Bill Olfields, Dan Brooks, Mark
Lustin, Will Bullard, Clai Snisson, M C Goodwin, W R Dail,Russ Dail,Tag
Gibson, Joe Trecacy,; Poul & Floyd Snead, Ernest Moore, John -Alliscn,
Joanie Velker, Andy Suith, Norman Huntor, Chuck Hafter, David Kelly,
Nancy Barker, Paul Maggitti, Richard Hurt, Milton Rcad, John Squires,
Jerry Mintcr, Richard & Mildred Minter, Steve Mcsscy, Pam Turner, Ray -
Cardwell, Karl & Barbara Vagner, Dave Drake, Billy Saundcrs, Clzny Klnball,
Gordon Messer, Mike Crounaritie, Ron Myers, Carl Oliver, Ben Brown, Rich
Hall, Richard Crouch, Tin Marion, Jin Bodie, Charles Nash, Robert Rubin,
David Merkel, George Beahn, Bill & Leslic Pearce, Randy Vance, Dave
Ortncn, Ned Brooks, Martin Mcssoocliz, Casey Cooke, Ed Vance, Steve Turner,
Ed Williams, Milo Holt, Iric Larsen, Elmer Clark, Towm Long, Ken Stanbaugh,
Phil Cowan, Stuart 5ch1£f cln & Terry. APOldElCQ to all, :

DICK MOORES WINS REUBEN Dept

Yes, North Carolina's very own Dick Moorcs has won the Natidnal
Cartoonist Socicty'!s Outstanding Cartoonist of the Yeor in the most recent
voting (1974 I would assuie). As nost- of you know, he does the GASOLINE
LLLEY dailies and has since 1960, The strip oppears in quitc a few papers
including the Mcnomonee Fall Guardian. Dick Moorcs was horn in Lincoln,
Nebraska on Dec 12, 1909 and is only 10 years older than GLSOLINE LLLEY,
After moving arcund quite a bit as a youngster he finally settled in
Chicago long enough to attend the Acadeny of Fine Arts and later assist
on DICK TRLCY for five years. Nexthe soloed on JIM HARDY/WINDY AND
PLDIDLES, It was at this tinmc thet he sharcd a studio with Frank King of
G.A. He Marricd Gretchen Stahl and in 1940 they moved to Santa Barbhara.
Two years later he discontinued WP and began working for Walt Disney.
He was in the Disncy couic strip department for 14 yecars, during which
he drew "Uncle Remus® and 'iScamp" anc numercus conmic books, albums,: and
hardcovers. In 1956 hc was called on by former studio-natc Frank King
to assist on G.4. so he moved to Florida., He took over the dailies in
1960 cnd has done them cver since. He now lives on a 60-acrc farm in
Fairvicew, N,.C. and cdraws sonc of his background from thce local pceople.
I know that all of you join me in wishing Dick our warmcest congratulations
for thce honor he has won and hopc that he will be doing GLSOLINE ALLEY
for nany years to coiic.

WILLIAM F. JENKINS 1896-1975

Willian F. Jenkins, morc popularly known as “Murray Leinster,'dicd
on June 8, L4t this timec I have almost no details on his death so I encour-
age you to watch for the obituarics in LOCUS and othcer fanzines., I do
know thot he suffered o stroke a few months ago and has heen in a nursing
home since then. He has been called the dean of scicnce fiction since
he has . been rogularly writing s=f since #"Thc Runaway Skyscraper' appearcd
in LKGOSY in 1919, His nost’ faous story is probably "First Contact,”
2 cla551c tale of nistrust when hunans. and alicns' first mect. It was
voted into the Hall of Fane. His" "Dxplor&tlon Tean? won the 1956 Hugo
for hest novelette and his '"The Piratcs of ErsatzV was noninated for the
best novel Huge in 1960. He was alséo responsible for front projcction.
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Vill Jenkins was Lorn in Norfolk .and continued to live in that area. The
only timc I mct hin was when he was a cucst: of honor at FanCon there a
few years a_o. The sound systinm was not very cocd but we werc lucky cnough
to be in onc of thc front rows snd can attest to the fact that he was a
very entertcinin speokor. I will leave the ¢lo.uent ncmorials to others
anc just say that as s-f faons and fcllow Southerncrs we arc 2ll poorer

from his passing but richer from his having passcd this wey.

LOULLS FELLURE Tept

Luc to circumstances beyond cur control the weckend of iay 10-11
was a very busy onc. On Saturcay the Old Time Vestern Filn Club held
one of their ro ular meetings cnd on Sunday Deovid Lucbke held ails sceond
Conic Dook Tradce Mart & Convention in Richmonc. TFor thosc of us who
attended Loth cons it was a rather full weckend but quitc cnjoyallc.
The western roundup was held in Siler City and drew o full housc of
western fons., The main feature was $0illy the Kid¥ starrin, Johnny iack
Drown. Other fiaturcs were WTullet Code” (George OfLricm), #Troullc
Tuster (Jack Hoxic), and a lot of scricl previcws. Ve alwcys cnjoy these
Saturday aftcernoons at the movies and look forward to cach onc. Oncc
football scason storts other loyalties will prevent us froo attending for
a whilc but thot cocsn't ncan we won't bLe sorry to miss thom. L4n intcerest-'.
ing sidclight of the day was that we nana;cd to cut our Totneon wont list
to two issues, #1 and #3. Uc arc _iving up on #1 as too costly but will
take a #3% if the price is fairly rcasocnables

On Sunday wc attonded the Richmond con and arrived in time to find -
the room fairly crowdcds Ls with most cons thousc days (mini-ccns included)
the crowd sceis to arrive carly and leave carly so we wercen't surprised
when things started to Lreak up in nid-aftcecrnoon. Therce was a variety of
naterial on salc and we nanaged to pick up a few odds and cnds from the
19508 (a period we arc working on thesc days). Therce were gquite a fow
foaniliar faces and we had fun tolking to old fricnds from previous cons.
We can't mention everyone but will say that we talked to Tom Long and I
Vancc about onc of their new projects. Ve arentt at liberty to give any
details but if things clcar this booklet should be of morc than slight
historicel intcrest., Stay tuncd for furthcr developncnts. Doetween
Norfolk-cte and Kichmond thcerc is always sowething happening in Ve and
wc arc all rcaping the benefits. I like thesc one day cons wherc you can
rmcet friends and look over somce poodies without having to tekce timce off
froim work to cCo it. R

FULLICLLIUNS Lept : :

JEAUSK LN is a new fanzine eonming out of Virginia and will fcature
strips, articles, intcrvicws, ctc. The first issuc has a Dcadspawn strip,
an intcrvicw with Davic Kraft (now at Ltlas), and other gocdics. It is
41 an issuc or {4 a year from Jac Tmeeccy, 2400 D. Walicr St, Norfolk, Va
23513, _ L

The spccial double iscue of WHISKFERS is finally out and whilc I
haven't gottoen ny copy yct it is worth the wait frowm all reports. Every
issuc seens to scll out so scnd in your £3.50 to Sturat Schiff, 5508
Lodge brive, Fayetteville, NC 286303%. With luck therc should be copics
aveilable at the wmini-con too. | .

The LASES publishs o Scicnce Fiction Club fddress List twice a ycar .
(May anc Hovenber). This list includes all national, rc._ional, and local . ! .
clubs thcy could get confirmation on., Clubs from this arca listed arc:.
CFF, Nancless.Order, SFC, Greenville (SC) Associction of Fans, and the
Nelson Dond Socicty. For a copy of the list scad 10¢ and an SSLE to-
LuSFS, 11360 Ventura D1lvd, Studiov City, Calif. 91604, '
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FOLLS ~kOUNu HERL DTept

Nobody has accuscd nc of playing favorites yet but I still thought I
had better cxplain why you sec thce Same nanmcs cvery issuc in the local
news section. 4s a ncws scction we includc thing s about Lcoplc who do
sonething (nowe, publish, nmarry, ete) or arc otherwisc newsworthy so if
you woant to be mentioned let us know what you are doing. Probably the
bigrest offcnder in the nows catogory is Karl Warner. I con't know how
he doecs it Lut he is currently holding down three carcers: doctor, author,
publisher. With any luck the new Carcosa book should e out in carly
Fall. The wagncers and the Wellmans will journey to England July 21-Lug 4
on a sort of workin; holiday. Karl is doing cmothcr Kane ncvel for Warner
Fapcerbaek Librory cntitled ofkK CRUSLLE and will be Coing a Dran Mok
Morn book for Zelra. Dave Trake has Leen doing rescarch on the Dran Mak
Morn Look and I understand Karl will spond at least some of his tine in
England getting a foel for the arca. Karl has writtcn a pulp-type
supcr villain story titled %sisn of the Salanander® which will be publlished
as a booklct by Gary Hoppenstcnd. The Lone Star Fictioncer people will
be publishing a linitced edition booklet (85,000 words) titled "Nightwings®
and containing six Kanc shorts. Fabian, Darry Saith, and Frozctta have
all Leen nentioncd as possiblc artists on this project. L ncw issuc of
MILNIGHT SUN, the fanzine devotcd to Kane, will hopofully bLe out by thc
July nini-con so watch for ads. Karl says three of thosc books arc cuc
at his publishers within the space of alout two months so it is no wonder
he is running bchind on other things. From reports I hear LLOOLSTONE is
selling fairly well and at lcast onc dealer has reportced trouble cetting
cnough copics to fill orders. LJ'S Newstand at Forth Hills in Raleigh
(colloquially known as iScott's') has sold about 150 copics. Karl scens
to be¢ on a hot strcak now and I am surc we all wish hin continucd success.
» «Other Chopel Hill authors arc in the ncws too. Dave Lrake has a story
coning up in the July GiLAXY ancd with luck it should be out by mini-con
tine. Manly Wade Wellman's. Sherlock Holmes and the War of the Worlds
stories will Le collectcd in a book from Warner PPL and should be out in
September. There will also be a Ponther ecition in England. . .D Gary
Grady misscd the last mini-con when he was stationcd in the Dernuda’
Triangle. Luckily he didn't vanish nysteriously the. way all the rest of
the Wilmington mob secem to have. I wonder if Gary ron into Skull the
Slayer whilc hc was out there. . .Former NC fan Druce Coville has o new
btaby daughter, Cara Joy, born May 3. Druce is a mcaber of Apanagc along
with Va fans Tim C. M:rion and David Ortman. . .Former Va fan Druce T..
Lrthurs had thc lecad spot in SF REVIEW #13 with an essay/intcerview on/with
Rogecr Elwood. . .Two nmore articlcs have been. reprinted from old issues of
VERTIGO, My own piccc on redone Supernan storics was reprinted in
DiTleNI4 721 and Korl Wagner's review of the "Who Fears The Levil® movic
was updated ond reoprintcd in XENOrHILE #11, XENOPLILE is the only fanzinc
I know of to follow the tradition of VEKTIGO and the pulps and skip a
bunber. There was no X #l2. Ve are in fine company. . .COA: Jimny &
Sharon Vade, 1531 Hanover St, Raleigh, NC 27608. . Dill & Leslie Fcarce,
L4321 Lvent Ferry RC. Apt 2, Raleigh, NC. Guy Lillian, Dox 5066, Tulane
U Sta, Ncw Orlcans, La 70118. .CZric Larscn and several Noncless Raleigh
fans are planning to put togcther an sf-fantasy fonzine of some note and
I understand they arc toking sulnissions of art and written naterial. o
Write to Eric at 4012 Collby ir, Ralcigh, NC 27609. . .Lddrcsscs of people
nentioned carlicr are: Gary LEoppenstand (MILNIGHT SUN), 2014 lackenzic
vr, Coluubus, Ohic 43220. Dyron Loark, 2951 South 34th St, Kansas City,
Kansas 66006.: . .Clyde Caldwell has a nufiber of projects in the works o
but nothing we can mention at this time. lore on these later. .. .This issue
delayed one weck cue to printing difficulties. . .Zurham mini-con Oct 5. . .



FOR STRIPPERS OLNLY Dept 7

Ronn Foss has had two chances to makce soncthing of the new incarnation
of THL STKIPPEK ancd has fciled both tines., What was once an interesting
fanzine devoted to coanic strips is now something that should he retitled
KON FOoo!' LULLESGUEkwiL, Only two or threec pages cach issue are devoted
to syndicatced strips and the rest of the issuc is devoted to burlesque,
music, tv, etc. I have no objecction to this naterinl (thoush I find it a
bit dull) except that it is not what we were led to Dbelicve would be the
focus of the zine when he took it over from Biljo. Ronn should either
change the contents drasticly or change the title and take poor Iiljo's
nane off the zine. Ie says it will fold if hc doesn't get ads hut I
c.n't sec any ads foeling at home in the zine except for cnes for OUI,
G.LIERY, PENTLOUSL, ctc.

48 nost of you know Ly now, VINTLGE FUNNIES folded with issuc #1100,
I hated to sce it go Dbecausc in the last dozen or so issues the linc~-up
had inproved so thot the stronger strips were getting nore pages, taking
up spacc previously held by strips most of the people I've talked to were
not interested in. The subscriptions had been joing down steadily and
this nay indicatc that many of his other rcaders nay have fedlt the sanme
way about the earlicr line-up. LAlan Light is hardly one of ny favorite
people in fandom but he did put the zinc out for 100 issucs and for that
I thank hin. Here is hoping that he will continue to put out albums of
rceprints of somc of the more popular strips from VF. I would like to seec
ones devoted to Terry & the Firates, Llley Oop, Capt Easy, Mickey Mouse,
and Dick Tracy (ogeain).

I hear storics that new issucs of PLOENIX arc out Lut I haven't gotten
any. in ny sub since #3 and as for as I know the sanme holds true for Dill
Starnes. I noticc that sone reviewers rot copies while other subscribers
haven't, This rcainds nc of the fanzine of a few years ano thet lost ol-
nost all suliscribers copies in the mail but all the declers and reviewers
nanaged to get copies okay.

COLD NEWS Lept

The coverage of this first news iten is devoted to Jin Steranko and
MEUTLSCENE, Reccent issues have had a bias that is out of place in a bLig
time newszinc, : In a brilliant move DC managed to stick Marvel with a
big uoncy drain, Jack Kirby's salary, and rcctify a mistcake of a few years
ago. Lfter woetching Kirby pile up flop after flop they decicded to trade
the master of the 7 page story in 20 pages to their bissest conpetitor for
the other company's #2 writer. Georry Conway had carlicr been farmed out
to Marvel to learn how to write and after years of practice has finclly
coue into his own. He now has a chancc to put togethor o new batch of
winners for DC., Marvel is still wondering what to do with Kirby since he
insists on trying to writc his own stories. (Thc Steranko reporting of
this news was just as slantcd but in the oposite dircction.). . Marvel &
DC will jut out o joint 100 page 2 coumic that will teanm-up Superiian and
Spider-Man. Conway writcr and iundru artist. Vriters ance artists have
switched c.nponices before so the Kirby-Conway ncws is intcerestin. but not
spectacular., L4 Jjuint effort Ly thoe two top companies combining their top
sellers is something that is comyletely unheard of. Mcncy talks and this
is a sure sellout at any pricc. Lill therce Le = sequel of, say, Datnon &
Capt suerica if this nckes o mint? How about something annucl like the
JLL-dSL tcau-up? I supposc the story starts when Clark & Fetor moct cover-
ing a big news ewent in a ncutral city (on a ncutral Earth). It will be
strange tc sec Stan Lec Prosents Supcrian. I also uncerstond thot therc
will alsc be a joint effort OZ scrics after the first lMarvel issuc. . .




SHILIN' JiCK

Recently therc has been a slight revival in intercost in “Suilin' Jack"
cuc to the strips conccllation and the reeccnt ads by dack loslcey offcring
to sell originals. For the final few years of thc strip it was in a very
few popers and nany, if not nost, of the old fons thourht the strip had
alrcady bLeen ccneclleds I've only seen about six months of it Lut fron _
all reports thc last few ycars of the strip just seemed to-lack souething.
The last story (a long onc) was little nore than a rctread of a scquence
from 1949-50, In the carlicr story Jack pot married again and in the final
story his socon Jolly got marricd., Why an I writing about Smilin'! Jack if
it secned so lackluster? TCcecouse at one time it was a very interesting
strip and I thinkk we should reflect on this Lotter period instcad of its
final days. y '

Back in thc thirtics thc country was in love with airiplanes. Flight
was - still a fairly ncw thing and pilots werc bij herocs to the young,

Lir war-pulps werc flourishing ancd model airplanc nagazincs werc avidly
read. It was this national love of the cirplanc that led to the ercation
of Suilin' Jack, first as a Sunday and then as a doily strip. The strip
caught on and became one of the more popular strips of thot tirc. Vhy it
was popular is casily understood. Jack was a darcdevil type roeing pilot
who went through nmorc girl friends than Steve Canyons Thce art was fairly
sinplc but told thc story well and didn't distroact the rcader from what
was heppening, The storics werce dranatic and emotional and kept the
reader intercsted becausc something was always happening. To deronstrate
what I am talking about I am going to briefly relate thc nain storylines
from the very key ycars of 1937 throuch 1939. It was during this period
that the carly Jack was tronsformed into the Jack thot we are all familia

Vhen we join Jack in late 1937 he is a lean pilot with no nustache,

He is in love with a ~dirl noned Dixie and is teaching her brother, Cotton,
to fly so that she won't have to support him any norc and can narry Jack.,
Cotton secreotly takes up Jack's special racing plane in order to look like
a big shot pilot but only succcceds in buzzing the town and wrecking the
planc., Cotton gets Dixie to protect him from & very angry Jack by pretend-
ing to be a hit and run victin cnd denying having talken up the plane without
pernission. L rcal feud is started when Jack loses his pilots licensc
becausc he. can't prove that he wasnt't the one who pulled those danserous
stunts Cotton tried while in the air. To nake natters worsc Jack's sister,
Jill, comes to town and falls in love with Cotton. In orcer to get money
to send Jill to a girls school to keep her away from Cotton Jack tokes a
flying job in Moxico (where he can fly). Ls things turn out, he is a pilot
for a band of snugrlers and trys to get out of his contract when he finds
out what thecy arer doing. For his trouble hc gets a very nasty scar on his
checl as punishment, The snug, lers try to clininate hin Ly dunping hin
frou a plane in the desert but he survives and starts to track then Cown.
In the mcantime Cotton marrics Jill and tokes a flying job with the saae
snugslers to got somce quick noney. | Jack finally tracks dawn the snug; lces
and-captures them. During the capture he accidentaly shoots and kills

the fleceing Cotton., This accident kills all love Dixic -had for hin and
alienates him from his sister, Dixic nmccts an old boy friend of hers who
happens to be a top plaetic surgcon. Onc thing leads to another and Jack
has his face repaired by his rival for Dixie. Jack's face heals perfectly
Lut he is torn apart insidc when he acts as best nman at the narriage
between Dixie Lec and the doctor. Iie swears off girls conplctely and takes
a job as a test pilot. Thc danger will kelp hiu forget.
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Jack is now a test pilot on a new super-planc and runs into trouble
when spys sabatogc the plane so that the U.S. won't usc its Jack eventually
tracks down the spys who arc sclling the plans to a foreign power. Ly a
strange coincidcncc one of the spys is almost a double for Jack so he is
cnlisted by the governnent to tcke the placc of rowder, the spy, and track
down thc hecad man of the spy ringe. Lt this time, to complete the dispuisc,
Jack rrows a nustache, dycs his hair Dblond, and has a nark branded on his
palm. Jack infiltrates the spy ring as Powder and alnost cets in trouble
when he discovers that rowder is married and has a kid., The leader of the
ring is The Head, Jack's arch cnemy in futurc ycors. The lead has a huge
bodyi uard naned The Claw Lecause of the hook he has in placce of & hand.

The Head looks like Pcter Lorres The Head becomes suspicious and eventually
traps Jack into making a 'slip. Lfter a while in the brig Jack escapes in

a planc anc is forced down in a storm at sea aftcer shooting down the plane
of The Head. Jack nanagcs to swinm to a tropical island where he is nistaken
for Fowder anc is trapped in an cngagement with the island chief's deughter,
Here hc meets Fat Stuff, the only civilized islconder (he had scrved tine

in whitc man's prison). Jack and Fat Stuff esmcape froa the island before
the wedding cereiony can be completed only to be picked up by the chief
cuard at a prison island whcere Powder and Fat ‘Stuff had scrved tine and
escaped, Unalle to convince the -prison officials that he is not Powder,
Jack and Fat Stuff are scnt to the sulphur nines., The Illead and The Claw
are’also in thc prison and make it touph on Jack until they are all put in
solitary fof an alortcd cscape .attemnpt. Jack naonages to ncke a key to his
cell anc sneaks out at ni ht to comstruct a clider to carry hia off the
islanc and into the path of a passing planes, Luckily his old fricend
Downwind is on thc plane and they. are able to convince the prison officials
that Jack is not Fowder. Jock blackmails the prison into rcleasing Fat
Stuff too . : o

puring the period I have just covered we are introduced to Fat Stuff,
The Head, Downwind, and Jack's nustache. Jack has jone through a nuriber
of dramatic adventures and hes euerged as the hero we are faniliar with.,

The strip continues to iaprove for scveral morc ycars uefore starting
downhill in the late fortics. Suilin' Jack was oncc an excellent strip
and will always be fondly ruaenbered by those who recod it at its best.
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L fow notes left out ecarlier: Irvin Koch (835 Chattanooga Dk. Bldg,
Chatanooga, Tenn. 37402) is planning a con for Jan 2-4 1976. The
Chattanoog Science Fiction Convention will be held at the Sheraton Motor
Inn on I-75 at EastRidge Dxit. Those planning on attending are encouraged
to writec Irvin and scnd in rescrvations carly. . .Richard Minter is the
top aknowledgencnt in Robert Joncs' new book, THE SnUbLLk rULFS, Karl
Warner is quoted in the text. . .Ue ware very pleascd to sec Don & Magiie
Thonpson print the lengthy chronology of ACG by R. Yudkin in their colunn
in TBG #85 but nust quiblle when they sav it is the first LCG article they
havc seen. They rcceived VERTIGO #9 back in 1971 and that issue contained
a picce that dealt for the most part with the top LCG storics and the
housc¢ style. Frankly we arc glad to sec another LCG fan surface as there
aren't many of us around. . It nay bLe old news to sonc but we just learned
that Maxficld Parrish's painting VDaybrecok! sold for {100,000 late last
year. That was for you Parrish fans who wonder what orijinals (o fore . .
Reccnt articles have nentioned that the character of Maverick was based on
the anti-hero of Stendhal's book THL REL LNLU THE DLuCK., Not a western about
a gombler (surprisingly) the book deals with Francce after the Revolution. .
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'Somé*Biocraphical Fotes on L. LoffmunnPrlcc o R )
Ly Karl Edward Vasner ' C .

E. hoffnonpfrice was born in 1898 in Fowler, California, and in this i
state he spent the first nincteen years of his life-~-attending school and
carning a little noney as a soda jerk, movic usher, newspaper boy, and
various other odd jobs. Throuchout his early ycars, his aubition in 1ife
was to Dbeconme a fictioncer--~and not just the usual armchair-adverturer-
turned-writer. Price dreaimcd of far off lands, cxotic adventures, allur-
ing wonmen and strange liquors. To write convincingly of such mattcrs
would requirc first-hand cxperience, Fricec sct out to gt this.

In Junc 1917 PFricc joined the Fiftcecenth Covalry. They still rode
horses in 1917, ancd, as if in troining for the rolc of an adventure yarn
hera, rricc learned to fire with either hand, ride at six hurdlcs and
sabrc ecch of the coursc's six dummies. Under the tutclage of a Haster
of the Sworc, he learned to use the épde to pood effect and became familiar
to a lesscr ceirce with the duclling sabre. With thce 15th, Price travelled
to the rhilippines, Japon, did a stint chasing Lendits on the Mexican
border, then spent some tine in France. Lierc, in the ancient city of
Dayonne, which Price would latcr nokce use of as the loecale of his Pierre
d'irtois scrics, he explored the nystcrics of the city's crypts, fortif-
ications, Lars ancd whorchouscs--writing o pair of sonncts (lutcr printed
in WEIRy TuLES) to a favorite lady of pleasurc.

In 1919 rricc attended the L.E.F. University--on institution formed
after the Lraistice to kecp our lads out of thesc last mentioncd estab-
lishnents--and passcd entrance cxaminations for VWest Peint. He pgraduated
from Vest roint in 1923 and rcccived a coumission in the coast artillery.
Price's military corccyr was short-lived, however, as hc was soon to resig
his comimission in the facc of a threatencd court nartial when a nedcling
supcerior officer objected to the attentions Frice was paying o young lady.
Union Cerbide ecaite to the rescuc with o job, and Price was put to work as
student engincer in an acctylenc plant in Newark Transfer, New Jersey.

It was hcre that rricc begrn to write for the pulps. Irice, whose
first naue is Edgar (and who answers to Ed), signed his nonuscripts as
L. Hoffmannirice--strivin, for that sonorous cffcct of such fauous names :
as H, Cecford-Jones. IHe might better have chosen his middle name for the
initial, since pulp oditors (and subsequently, fans cnd fanzinc cditors)
were forcver nisspelling YWHoffmann® Ly dropping the scecond Yn."  Dut '
however they spelled or misspelled it, his was ‘a nae that would enblazon
countless pulp covers for the next quarter century.

Lfter work irice Lammered away at two storics simultoncously. The
one, "Tricagle with Varictions," sold first time out for {24 to LROLL
S¥ORIES (Mey 1924)., The other, "The Rajah's Gift," was lLounced by LLLCK
MedSK but scld for 25 to WEIkL T.LLS (January 1925). irice quickly wrote
scveral nore storices, but rejections werc consistent until he sold “The
Streager froa Kurdistan® to WEILL TLLES (July 1925) at a whopping ¢ a
word (¥l2). Frice then sat down and studiecd two major texts on creative
writing, rcasscsscd his own tcchniques, then went back to reluild the
rejectec storics. It poid off in spades. Frice began to scll consistently
to WhIke TLLES, gettin_ his first cover for "Thc Peacock's Shadow!' on the
Novemlter 1926 issue. Onc of the rcjected storics, a 2200 word short
entitled "The Zigcurat,™ irice rebuilt into a 12,000 novelet, W"The Infidel's
Dauv_hter," which drew the Huoh Ronkin cover for the Lecember 1927 VWEIRED T.LES,

¥Yricc quickly Lccome onc of the stoars of the VEIRb T.LLS circle--selling
one successful story after another to this pulp in its solden age (1925-36)
and to its companion pulp, ORILITLL STOKIES. e was joing to need all the
sales hc¢ could get. In 1932, in the worst of the Dopression, Union Carbide
fired him. Fricc then made thc decision to become a professional fictionecr .



.

7
--to write full-timc for o l.ving. This meont sclling, to other pulps than
WeIky TuiLBb--in its day, o low-paying, "odd Dall® narket, barcly ublb to
. survive despirt the luyulty of its readcrshiy.

rrice's agent snorted at his twenty or so salces and asked if he had
ever sold to a Yreal ungapazing.!. What:followed war’ a rodual apprenticeship
in the n“jor pulp fiction genres--adventurc,; mystory, and westorn--and a
" phasing out of Price's whlki T.LLS carcer. Starting with the lesscer pulp
“titles, kricc bLegon to writc more and more storics in othor cenres then
fontasy., He Legan to scatter his nauic through pulps such s CLUL& STRLNGLE
VETECLIVE SUOKILS, UNLELWOKLL, -FIVL NOVLLS, hLL LEYECEIVLE ) 'orY bTOhILS
RICKLLL LEPECIIVL,. COMcLETE STLOLILS, T0r-NOLCh, TukILLILG “pVLLTUhLu,_und
‘countlcss othurs /Lo dajor brc.kbC.mdcwith the appearance in the wid-'30s
of *the lurid tspicy’ string of SrI1CY, oETECIIVE, SrICY mYSTLKY, ooICY nuViEl-
TURE, iNe SrICY wlhSTuRlle .;riCG'Found he could get a cent 2 word from this
chain, published by Culturc Publicctions, and sell anything he wrotce as
fast as he could hammer it out. Dut morc iaportant, whllL Culturc's foriaula
required freguent rcfersnces to hare. flesh and negligec, Price madc use of
the typing pra cticc to perfect his command of mystcery cnd westcrn ertln’
and in particular,, the Qifficult ficld of adventure flctlon.,

' Thus, as the '30s progressed, Price's name discppeared from WEIKL Tulks,
His fantasy plOCpS, increasingly. rarc and often only rcworkced rchashes of
earlier tales, mostly appearced in S:rICY #YSTLKY--althoush therc was a brief
reintcrcest in the _enrc at the closc of the '30s, when Frice sold scveral
cxcellent picces to UMREOWLN, ULIRL Tailbo, STkLHGE STOLIES, and a fow nain-
strcan acventurc pulps. Dut Price was through with faontasy. There would
be a fow scicnce-fiction yarns in the carly '50s, and ance lost appearance
in WEIke T.LLS in 1950 after a ten year abscnce. In recent years rrice
sold 'a few new fontasy tales to the moribund WIYCuCK.LFT & SOKCELY, "Dut
these were all scntimcental (csturcs in nomory of his apprentice years as a
fictionecr. Price had found a place in other jpulp senres—-and to -the
astonishnent of most fantasy fans who know rrice only for his reninisences
of his colleagups of the old WLIkL T.LES circle--only about 10% of his
fiction output of soie 500 stories falls into the classification of fantasy.

For as Pricec movced away fron fontasy fiction, he Legen to hit it big
incthe nystery, western, cnd adventure pulps. .t one time rrice passed a
newstand anc noticed ten pulps there in which he had the cover story. Dy
the closc of the '30s he had appeared in closc to a hundrced pulp titles.
More important, he was ncking a success in the tough adventurc field, and
Ly the cond of the '30s he he d crashed LEOKT STOKIES anc LRGOSY-~two prestige
markets, His success continucd into the '40s, and in 1942 he ULroke into
LVulTURE-~the top prestise adventure pulp of the dey, sccond only to DLUE
DOOK (then in \ccllnc) as the class pulp adventure narket.  In a natter of
nonths, FPricc was getting covers on LLVELNTURE as well--althougrh SLUE DOOK
fOTCVCr cludcd him, In thc aystery fleld, he again hit the top of the
ficld, Lreaokins into BLLCK MLSK., [nc¢ 2ll the whilc, sales to the lesser
pulp titles werc constant., The best work was for LRGOSY and LLVLNTUKE or
SHOKT STORILS, the rejects grabled up wy pulps such as Lco Mar ulics!
“Thrilling® chain, eager to get the E. Hoffnann ¥ricc nouc across the cover,

Lfter the war, the pulps hegon to dvindle. Ignoring the ncw scicence-
fiction and fontasy titles that sprang uy (and dwindled) cxeccpt for a rare
foray, rricc continucd to plug away for the stalwartse-ilVENTUKL, LETECTIVE
FLICLION, ouOkT SLOKILS, D2ut they were dying. Onc by onc they droppedc offe-
or changed format froa their pulp heritage. LLVENIUKE <nd DLUL 200K cked
out a m15uraulv dota,e until rccently as men's blood=-&=-guts mcgs; SHORT
SLOkIES, who now owned WEIKe T.LLS, strugiled on as o cigest,.as ¢id wisIkl
Tilib, cnc Loth faded away in a whlmper. LKRGOSY went throu h chonpe after
change, finclly to survive as a slick, Mostly thoy just died.
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Dy the carly '50s, Price callec it cuits. Ln agent rcturned a bale
of unsold nanuscripts. No narket anynore, rricce nade a Lonfire of then.
The pulps werc dead; onc cffort to entcecr the new paperbock ficld, a nmystery
novel cntitled THL Cudi OF Tue CulCLLLy Kowkibuiwy, did not spark a repeat.
Fictioneering, at least as in the heyday of the pulps, was dead. Price
cot a job and scttled cown in his Raedwood City, California hone.

He's still there, with a Dbasement full of rotting pulps, cnd his
thoughts full of memories of thc pulp doys end hls friends and colleapues
>f the era. Now and again he shares his memorices with todays'! fans, and,

rarely, he writes a new fantasy tale.
* % % # ¥ R K K ¥ ¥ * ¥ * #* F #

NOE . LGLIN, ELM

Just a few notcs to fill the remaining space: The counent Karl neade
about fuanzine ceditors hit close to home and I had to go back and add in an
extra "n¥ as best I could., wavid Kraft used a character named L. Hammond
Freiss in the Man-lolf story in CkE.LITUKES ON THE LOOSL #37. The character
was drawn to look very much like irice. . .I had a short pieec on the
wave of Mafia Lustcr paperbacks already on stencil for this page but it was
literally shoved out of the issue by the fine picce of Karl's that just
nade the deadline by hours. I want to thank Karl again for the time he
took to do this piece for me as I know what a crushing schcdule he has.
The Mafia Luster piece contained nothin: very profound, only a few minor
observations on the patterns thcy fall in. Most are Viet Nam vets, After
all, wherec else do you leccrn how to kill with skill., Most also secn to
swear revenge on organized crime for the death of a loved one of sone sort.
They all have nicknemes that read like titles of Matt Helm books: Dutcher,
Lestroyer, Exccuticncr, Rovenger, Marksman, Sharpshooter, Enforeer, Lone
Wolf, Penctrator, Liquidator, ectci Someday I would like to rcad a picce
on this phenomonan that is wmore than an interview with Lon Jendelton.

FkOM: Edwin L. Murzay . S A e
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