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TLbTia sl IVikSAKY pini-con Dep

Duriem aini-con X.3.I, to be haeld on Sunday September 17, will mark our
fenth Lear of holding coms at 2540 Chapel Hill Road, Lurica, @'« Car. The
first Durheam aini-con was held back on September 8, 1968. Very fow of tic
people who attendec those early cons are still with us today as tuc fece of
fandom in the arca is always ciangings. Ten years is a long tiae and it
aluost secems like we have been uosting these cons forever. Tacre will be no
special program but we hope a lot of the oldtimers will come anyway for a
reunion of sorts. As always, the "official' opening time is 9:00 Ak end
closing time is around 5:00 PM. te all know that these times arc mostly
traditional as some people coue early and others leave late, i.ith any luck
the weather will be nice cnouph to allow us to set up tables outside for
dealers. Therc is plenty of room outside and any of you wio wish are invited
to bring tebles to set up. Ve do not have room to set up extra tables
indoors so space inside is limited to what is availablc to us herce. There
is no charge for dealer space so please donft abuse tac privilege by using
nmore than your feir share of the available spacc., In case oi rain we will
have a clinic on Low to stuff 15 people into a phone booth and 20 dealcrs
into 10 dealer spaces.

JULL COk bept

burham mini-con Y..U. was held on July 23, 1978 at the same old placc.
e had our (shudcer) usuzl crowd of about 110 but things wercn't too cramped
bececause so much of the action was teking place outside. Unfortunately, taose
outside ran the risk of getting a sunburn since tae day was hot and sunny.
kimong those signing in were: Steve Rowe, ' illiam Baker, Eddic Lasky, Cathy
uroadhead, k. Theron Lrowa Jr, Chris renu, David Matthows, John vroadicad,
Kevin Lasmmit, iMike Coxe, Lilly Scunders, .ill upullard, Paul suead, David
Lucbkes, Rusty Rowlias, James Lowe, Deth & Drian Lockhart, .oouy L cathernan,
Jack .enberg, Lester Crim, Peter wirscaman, David Llzin Lyscuc, Lowdy Scarlett,
Scott . hitesice, Doug Foltz, Adaa .urns, Marc .hitley, Robert 100, Johin
Peters, Darrell Folaer, San Joyuer, E. A. Cannady, Larry Lobln, Mark L. Van
Feame, Tony Gelloway, Jim ‘.eston, Libby & Paul Mag: itti, Dave Lclly, kichard
& Mildred Minter, kuss Carwood, Charles Lawrence, Clay iiabcll, veorge
Sealw, Cheryl Tuciker, John illison, David Southerland, M C Coouwln, kichard
Llewellyn, L.P, .illicas Jr, Jescce .ills, Gerald Jillianmson, pMike Sellers,
Michacl Starres, Steve Shoulars, Robert Lee Lradlsy, .rian Looley, Philip
Leafe, went & Viva ierr, Paul & Virginia Stone, Kobert Lurns, Dalc Moody,
Chuck Smith, Mike Pugh, Lobby Irewer, Drake Maynard, Jane Fichcr, Jlmuy iace,
Carol Strickland, Ron Irown, Chris . oodbury, Dennis Rockwell, Len Larrcll,
Warl .zoner, Curis Foss, Charles (uess, Jim troce, Eric Larscl, Larbara
.o ner, Steve Yfurner, Andrew .rown, Joan E., Maroacy, aovin iforoncy, narry
1111, Mer;ic McCutchen, Forman Lunter, mcuncth Lunichci, seh rurycar, Jerry
& Reonuy Minter, Mike warris, Tag Cibson, ballas Morales, Dends .olff, .ill
.oilovee, iike Cromartie, Ma:y Porker, Robert & kebececa nailoy, Robert Sisco,
David Larhsm, kay Templeton, James . hite, John Rindall, hayiloLd .instead.
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COks OF wul ¥FULUARD :

There are a lot of cons and mini-cons spreac out around our arca but
with the coming of Fall and iinter (and football & beasketball) tiacy will not
be guite as freguent as tiecy were during the Sumaer when you coula jo to a
con almost every weekend, In Vertigo we try to mention all the ones coming
up in the area so that tiaose of you who do not see other advertising will
at least know that there are other cons held around herc that you nay want
to attend, Unfortunately most are first advertised and take place between
issues so we only get to mention them in passing. Metro Con (ycs, yet another
con with that name) held in iinston-Salem on August 19-20 is an examplc of
those cons that we find out about too late to mention ahead of time. Since
the next issue of Vertigo is about six months away there will be quite a fow
cons that we don't have info on at this time, L hat we will do this time is
list those cons which have been formally announced and also mention sone
people to write to for info on cons that are in tic planning stages. A third
group of people to write are thosec who havec put on cons in the past (recent)
and who may do so again, One thing we would very nmuch like to sec is a bit
of correspondence between con chairmen/organizers so we will not end up with
two cons in the areca on the same weekend. Announce your dates well in advance
S0 that conflicts can be avoided, o

RoVaCon 3 will be held at the Northside high School in Roanokc, Va on
October 6-7 (Friday & saturday). Guest of Honor will be Frank Kelly Freas,
Special Guest will be Manly tade iellman. Other guests include Nelson Dond
and Karl Edward iagner. There will be panels, an art show, filus, and declers
roon. Mewberships are $1.,50 in advance or $3 at the door. I'e have gotten
nany good reports from those who have attended RoVaCon in the past. It is
usually more s«f oriented than the other arca cons. (Our apologies to the
organizers of this con for not attending but Saturday cons curing football
Season are a personal no-no.,) One highlight of the con will be tie presen-
tation of the First Annual Ednond hemilton Memorial Scholarship asward. The
organizers of the con include Dr. Fred Lichelman, Ron Rogers, and Richard
burt. For more info write RoVaCon, P O Dox 774, Christiansburg, Va 24073,

Richnond Mini-Con VI will be held on November 5, 1978 at the Holiday
inn ‘est (3200 i, Droad St). The hours are 10:00 AM until 5:30 PM. For more
;nfoiwrite to Druce Messick, 5621 ialmsley Llvd, Richnond, Va 23224. Adniss-
ion is §1. ‘

- The 01¢ Time l.estern Film Club should be holding another showing of old
Bewesterns scmetime in October or Fovenber., Those of you who enjoy this
type of film (and who doesn't) should write to Milo Iiolt (Lox 142, Siler City,
H. Car. 27344) for thc announcement when it is ready. Don't forget to in-
c¢lude something for postage (a good idea when writing to any con person).

There is talk of another CGrecnsboro, K., C. con sonetime in tiae future,
naybe even in NNovember. Those of you who wish to gec a flyer if and when a
con is planned should write to Clay Ximball, 212 S. Mendenhall, Grecnsboro,
K. Car. 27403,

Greenville, K. C. has had two mini-cons this year so it is not unrcason-
able to expect another at some future date. These have been nall, friencly
cous similar in many ways to the Durhan cons. For info if and when another
is planned write to either ostalpgia Fewstand, 919 Lickinson ive, Greenville,
.NC 27834 or to Charles Lawrecnce, iox 27, Falkland, F.C., 27827.

I don't know how successful the recent con in 'inston-Salei: was but we
would not be surprised to sec another plamned for the future. For nore info
if ond when write to Kevin Lashuit, 2801 brookhill Dry .inston-S.lem, I'. Care
27107. The last onc was held in Lones Mall.
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After our own cons the oldcst resular conventions in our arca arc the
Virginia Comic Look Trade Mart Conventions held at the Colony Louse in
Ricumond. i'e expect to sece the tenth one scmetine around February (Jdate nay
be set but I don't heve it on hand), The durability of this con speaks for
itself. To be put on the mailing list for flyers when the datc is formally
announced write to David Lucbke, 6813 Edmonstone Ave, Richmond, Vo 23226.

The first 1979 Durhas mini-con will be April 1, 1979« e will wmiss our
recular Jonuary slot in the rotetion for at lcast two recasons (zentioned
last iscue), Lcecousc of our current size at least half of our de:lers have
to set up outside., This is alnost inpossible to due in mid-winter wuen the
weatiier is sinply too cold. That neans that everyoune nust stay inside, In
the past this has meaut that dealers have inadequate sct-up space aanu that
you can't wclk from one side of a room to tie otiier becaouse of tie crowd,
Also of influence is the trend in college basketball to have ilaportant pames
on Sunday afternoons. This scason local teanms will be involved in Sunday
ganes during a four or five week stretch during widch we usually hold our
January con, Ly accident we conflicted with a gene involving a local tean
two scasons azo (our dete would have been changed if we had known) and we
do not plan to do that again, The April 1 date should cone after tac play-
offs and before nost colleses get into exans,

The week after our Durlhcom mini-con there will be a con in Raleigh. The
current plems call for it to be on Saturday April 7 at the State Fair Crounds
in Raleigh. I also understand it will be a non-profit con with any proceeds
£oing to charity., The organizers include Peter Lirscinan, Paul & Libby
Mag:itti, Scott whiteside, anc other menbers of the Nameless Ordcr. For
nore info contact Peter lirschnean, 8 Maiden Lanc, Raleigh, E.C. 27607.

KETUKL OF 11.i LAMIA Dept

Over the yecars Phil Hawkins has been thc artist meost closely identified
With Vertigo and the CFF. Le has done covers (75, #8, 1130, 32, #39), sgot
illos, a centerfold (;9), two siyn-in/grectings posters, our name tags,
half a dozen CFF postcards, our current logo (anu logos for Trefoil), and
has been a good fricnd since the early days, It eeens fitting, tacrefore,
that Phil is the cover artist on our Tenth Anniversary issuc. The lania
(half sirl and half snake) first appeared on Vertigo #8 (published by Fhil)
anc has been resurrccted for our amniversary iscue by Phil (and soue friends).
For thos¢ of you who nay have wondered, the lamia was a female nonster in
Greek nythology who preyed on children. (kiope I got that rigite.) Thank
yau Phil for all you have donc for us over the years and especially for tihis
beautiful cover. Lnyone wishing to write to Phil can do so at 244 hite
Fine Drive, Lshcvills, K. Car. 23805,

FULLS AkOULL wiki Dept

Dave Drake, after selling regularly at the siorter len;ths, has sold
hie first novel, Tul UiicOF LORDS (I think). It is a 65,000 word fantasy
novel set iu the time period of the historical Hing Arthur (about 8th Century)
Serkley will publish it sonetinc next year. Dave also has a collection
corning out fron Lce in early 1979, widiMBh's Slusuiis, Phis will be a
collecticn of the future war stories that he ¢ic for Galaxy atcut [Laumer's
“lamaers.  Cordon Dickson is Coin: am introduction. Cong ratulations Dave
on your first two booksl. . .Congratulations are also in order to new autaor
David Liclly (of the FO) for his two upcoming Looks, Liw Full OF S10LLLOSL
anc Lol TOLlie OF Dioorualk will be ~ublished by Publishers Consultants, Inc
out of C.liformia, Covers will be by Michacl Dennctt. DJI's in kKaleizh



has these books on special order, It isnit often we have tidls ruch ;004 news
to pass on, « .Manly i.ade ellman has sold his new John the Lallad-Singer
novel, lis ULy GODs wAilili, to Doubleday. . oFrank Frazetta has finished tho
cover for the new edition of Dhuln Alicekd Suall. Ly Karl ' agnor fron i.arner.
» «Tiae third Frazetta book is out and on the cover is the painting for the
rcecently releascd Karl lagner. collection IGuT .ILDs, Also in the book are
the covers for LLOODSTONL ond Deidhlibe wLuiVES, ., .The next Kone book will be
It Yok wAdl OF Ll RIGUT, , ,Robert Dailey is now a Kubic. Ee has becn
accepted in the Joe Hubert School of Cartoon & Cr:phic Art. This is where
you go to learn the comic book business from thc pros. Robert should be
doing a cover for Vertige sometime in 1979, . .Xcnophile #40 (July 1978) hed
an extre long article om olc tize pulp fan Virginia Combs (Nanck) indercon
ineluding repros of nany letters written to her by sone af the leading fans,
authors, and ecitors of the time (1938-43). Our own Richard Minter was to

a large degree responsible for this piece seeing print, . oL oILVER ELL

is a one-shot fanzine dedicated to Fafhrd and the Gray Mouser, The lead=-off
article is "Adlress To The Lankhnar Literary cuild" by Karl IZdward Wagliele
Coples are ;3 from Robert Derger, P O iox 8, Evensville, Tenn. 37332+ « o
Milo Holt has put together a 1979 L-western star calender that many of you
nay want to have, Dosicdes a featured star for ewvery nonth it has over 125
Plctures of your old favorites and a list of over 250 h-western stars of all
tine - silentanc sound, Copics arc §3 by mail (les:s in person) fron Milo.
Bolt, Lox 142, Siler City, K.C..27344. . .Richard Llewellyn has revived his
fanzine, CULLOWLLE COMMENLS, and #2 was available at tue last umini-con. The
next issue sihould be out in tire for our next con. This s-f fanzine nay be
?ad for 35¢, trade, contritution, loc, otc from Richard Llewcllyn, ¥ O Drawer
~Py Cullowhee, N. Car, 28723. . .COA: ELric Larsen, 5009-D Ft. suater Rd,
ﬁglo@@h, KC 27606, . .Tim Mariom, 113 Docpdale Rd, Strafford, Pa 19087:_

1in is now working for Isaac Asinmov's SF Mag. o .Yance Parrish is spending
the sumier (and longer) in California helping one of his sistcrs nove into
hor new hones Le may be reached at 6222 Leke Lucernc Dr, San Diepo, Calif
92119, . JFarilBlAGE is o new fanzine dedicated to the works of Philip Josc
Farmer and put out by the PJF Society., Our own Charles Lawrence is an assoc=
iate editor and had a short article irn the first issue. Anmong other thikgs
the first issue inecluded = reprint of "O'Lrien and Obrenov,!" Farmcr's first
story. Dack issues are %1 each and subscription is by menbership in the

" Philip Jose Farner Society at §3 per yecar. The next iscue is due in Oct.
Send all correspondence to George L. Scheetz, 710 iest Moss Avenue, #8D,
Peoria, I1l, 61606, . «The SA is putting together a Fandom Directory and a
computerized Intcrnational Fan Location Service. Listings in both are free,
+1th luck we hope to have soume deta forms at thc mini-con that you can fill
out and send in, For more info on this and othor .SA services write to
warry .lopkins, P O lLox 873, Longley AF., Va 23665. . .The Comic Lorld #18
($1) will featurc ay update to ny ACC article im €L #17 (.2). It also has
(Clay) "Kimballts Kolwin." 7Tou con order both from Lob Jennings, RFD 2,
~hiting kd, Duiley, Mass 01570, . .Thc final nominations for the iLorld
Fantasy Awards arc out. Locally Manly ‘.ade ie¢llman is up for the Life
aciiicvenent Award and MURULOTnUMe &liD OTLikS by Lugh . Cave (pubbeu by
varcosa) is up for Lest Collection. iest Novel nominees are: WLkl CLkONICLLS
OF LuOMAS COVLEabT Tul U Ll TEVisk by Stephen R. Donalilson, T LODR OF Wil
O..UN LELD Ly Charles Grant, and OUk LiUX OF Dinikibs by Fritz Leiber. Thac
noninecs for Lest Short Fiction arec: "The Chimney" by Ramsey Coanpbell,
“Loveiian's Coneback? LYy Ransecy Cauaplell, "Manatce Col Adint't You Coaing Out
Touight" Ly Avran Davilsom, "Jefftee is Five" by Larlan Ellison, "ilien 4ll
the Caildren Coll My Name" by Charles Grant, aud "lagful of Dreaus Ly Jack
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Vaunce. (Lope I ot all the titles correct as I took thic necws over the phone
to scoop the other mewszinces.). . .Local cxperts (tho thcy hate tuc label)
Steve kowe and Charles Lawrence will be doing articles for Gl.. SEIZL Clasiil
the Sheldon Mayer fanzine,

Last iscue I neglected to include anything on syndicated strip news as
I didn't really think it would be nissed, I was wrong and scveral people
told ne so, It shouldn't nappen again.

The most exciting news this time is that the Conan syndicated strip is
due to start on September 4 and it will be followed in a few wonths by a iLulk
strip. I've seen thc first few weeks of the Conan strip and it looks like a
wininer. Roy Thonas and John Duscena are doiny the strip amd there appears to
be a strong carryover of quality from the regular color conic Look. The
sundays are very attractive and have a strong Alex Raynond/Flash Corcon fecl.
The big question appears to be whether heroic fantasy will be accepted on the
coulcs page. I have my doubts but look forward to the strip anywaye. e have
no word on widech (i1f any) l.cal papers will pick up the strip Lut you can get
it froa the beginring in The News-herald from VilloughLy, Ohio. Thc News-
Herald also carries .orld's Createst Superherocs (DC), Star liawks, Dick Tracy,
Loward the Duck, Rip kirby, Doonesbury, Luz Sawyer, and othcr collectable
strips. Rates are §17.95 for daily and Sunday for three nonths fron The News*
Hercld, Lox 351, willougzhby, Qhio 44094, _

Dest Scller Showcase appears to be in trouble., In the past few nmonths
it has been dropped by quite a few papers.The last adaptation I've seen was
“Illusions" with Cray Morrow art., The Charlotte News dropped it for the bland
winnic thc Pooh and the News-llerald has apparently dropped it to make way for
Conane. Can anyonc nane somc papers still carrying the strip? o,

When Max Collins took over Dick Tracy he rroaised to kill off a nuuber
of characters he felt were wrong for the strip. In the current story therc
is an cpen contract out on Tracy and there have becen several attenpts oan his
life, The Moon Maid was a victinm of one of these attenptse It irks ne that
the Durham Sun rcecently Jecided to replace Tracy with Linnie the rooh. The
strip was just getting good again. This leaves then with only two straight
strips: Steve Canyon (which they attenpted to drop last year) and Recx Morgan
(which I find unreadable).

=004 NOT b Dept

The Lriachair Detective for July 1978 (vlln3) contained several articles
that should Ve of intercst to our rcaders., Forcemost was the "In Mcouoriam:
Leigh Crackett" Ly Robert L. wriney. For years it has been runored that sie
ghosted a novel for another author Lut would not reveal the title. Finally
we learn tazt this boolt was STKaliChk AT ©UML (Simon & Schuster, 1946) Ly
George Saenders, lc arc also reminded that her final crimc novel was SILET
Palflust (Putnan, 1969), somcthing that I had forpotten. te necd both.

Also in that issue was an intcrvicw with ..arren Murphy whe, with Richard
Sapir, writes thc Destroyer secrics for Pinnacle. Murphy & Sepir have an
unusual mothod for writing thc books. Sapir will write tac first 95 pages,
stopping in the middle of a scntoncc if neccessary, anda then send the ns to
Murphy to finish up, without an outline. Sapir scts cverything up and Murpihy
resolves cll of the problemse Sapir never reads the conplcected books and only
occasionally will pglance ot the last Pare.s Strangel Thce first book was

written in 1963 and the sccond in 1972, aftcer thc Exccutioner Loon had started,
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Also in T4AD v1ln3 is an interview with Max Collins in which he Jiscusces
his tooks .and his work on Dick Tracy. At this time he has five unsold books
cathering dust, thrce of them in the Kolan scrics that featurcs a couic Look
collector as an apprentice crook. laving rcad two of his six published Looks
I ai looking forward to word tant someone will publish the others. If you
would like to pet a copy of this T.iD scnd $3.25 to TLiD, Drawcr P, Del Mar,
Calif 92014,

There is a lot of Gardner Fox news to pas: along this tine. I have a
whole batch of new pseudonyns and titles to pass along that have either been
Just printed or just revealed. To the evergrowing list of Cardner Fox boolks
you ccn adc the following: Margarct Maitlond ~ &St SIDE, . EuT oIDE, SaChlD
FRCYY, EHOFAML, LOVE'S COLDER CIhCLL; Lynna Cooper = Thu LIKED IFL, AL OFFLK
OF MutthkIiGL, SULSTITUTE oRIDE, and FORCOTTZN LOVE (not out yet); Robin Aunic
Sclby - Tul BaSUoklis INUERITENCL; Frieda Thompson - Lul SECOND L.Di CauLixON
Cara Paluer - s wOUSE OF GCOD KErUYE, ©Tul (IKLS OF KAiLOD RialiCi; Linwood o
Carter - 1.4 AVELCGING ARGELS; John Pendleton Kennedy - Tnl LulLON LirERIMBRDS
and Louise MacKendrick - KifCulLd, ancg & PivSION FOk LOKOR, Upconiing are
LLOOD Tkell (g western), Ti. DEMON MISTRESS (about the time of Francois
Villon in Frence), and a novel about iorld i;ar II. Ile has had fantasy stories
about Niall of the Far Travels in TLE DRAGOK Lug 1976 (#2), March 1977 (#:5),
4pril 1978 (#13), and a futurc issuc. He has a scicnce fiction goiie coning
out from TSR (the Dungeons & Dragons people) in early 1979. It is tentatively
called SP&CL ruThOL, gHis wARLOCLS & .4hkIORS fantasy gane frowm TSR is doing
well from latest reports. Cardner Fox will be the Guest of [jonor at Fireball
II ia IYC on Sept 30 - Oct 1, 1978. Fox has been quitec active since he left
the conic Look field and has made his mark in a nunber of different fields,

At thc nonent I haove titlc listings for a little over 130 bLooks of his with
aany nore unknown to me. I still need an unholy number of his Looks for ny
collection so if you have any oad ones let e know.

FrOu:  Eawin L. Murray
2540 Chapel Lill Road
Durhan, M, Car. 27707

FIkST CLiss MAIL



