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Calif. several days past the N'APA =~ A SUITEXRITE? CHuC ki
deadline, but a full three hours = P

before the mailing goes to the Post ik

Office. ke

It was Bruce Pelz who came up
with the idea as we were all sitting
around a table at Cantor's. This was
supposcd to be SHAGYY day, but Editor
Fred Patten and half the staff had been
over at Forry's monstercon, and the
other half of the staff had been setting
N'APA zines in sundry piles all over the , 32
Mathom House floor which on Thursday '
nichts doubles as the LASFS clubroom. That is, until Steve Cartier
dropped by and invited Jack out to a party. "It can wait one more
day," said Jack, looking at Don Fitch's uncollated zine and the
stack of Masters that were surposed to become WHY NOT,

So there we were with a half-assembled N'APA mailing, no
N'APA OE, and an irresistable urge.

"Let's put out a fake N'APA
mailing," said Bruce, and the N'APAns at the table--Bob Lichtman,Patten,
Don Fitch, and myself looked at each other with calculated malice.
"WWe'll put out the Yap and make Leslie Norris editor.”

Lichtman
sensed the history beéng made. "The first N'APA blitzkrieg:"™ he
said,

' “Yes," 1 add@d, "we'll announce that the OE has been
suspended bv the Directorate for malfeasance.”
"And we can stash
the mailing down at your place,” said Bruce.
"And then when we get
it done" added Dob, "we hand Jack his mailing."”
It seemed only
justice--since he had gone without us.
Mathom house is for the
moment the site of varied fanac. Lichtman and Pelz have gone
to Bruce's to pick up some stencils; in a few moments they will
be back to begin composing the YAP., Fred Patten is busy lettering
headings on the Stencils for SHNAGGY #59, the Christmas issue (whay
do you mean we're late; we have a week and two days to get it out
before the Turkey goes on the table--happy new year, all) Ron and
Bjo have just broken off a chorus of "He is a Futureman," from
the Jestercon operetta we are working on, and Ron is mentally
composing "Squir ‘el Cage" in his head while reading a few pages
of Tom Jones. John is sorting through Brovles' Who's Who ipn S-F
Fandom _for birthdays for the SHAGGY calendar. Blake Maxam 1s
helping Bjo miswrap Xmas presents, and Don Fiteh is collating HFPP
(pronounceé as a sort of nidd interrupted burp).
Today Forry threw
a party for all !'is monster fans. It grew out of a phone call to
one of his young acolytes, and drew flocks of 11-16 year olds (and
a few down to abort 6) including one rom as far away as
Sacramento, who flew down with his fater, a professor at Sacramento
State Colleze. ¥ith true profes-orial curiosity, he had run a
survey on his son's monstroug-er-mon<ter-fan friends, and had come
to the conclusion that t'ey were all h} "1 creative and highly




imaginatiee, creators of mazazines and movies, and full of a truly
astonishing repertoire of information of motion picture special
"eff -cts processes and technical gimmickry,

- A couple eof years ago 1
had one very ardent monster-~ian in cne of my eigth grade classes;
he dropped in at school to see me the other day. He has made some
half-cdozen films, most of them black and white 16mm silent, though
a couple have had synchronized tapes--well, they were supposed to
be synchronized,

Science fiction fandom grew up because fans of the

S-F ‘magazines tried to produce their own magazines in imitation of
the professional journals which they so much admired; in due time
they became fanzines (except S-F Times) and something quite distinct.,
The monster fans are movie fans, and their amateur work is imitations
of what they honestly admire-~small editions of Famous Monsters of
Fi;gland, and amateur movies--16mm, 8mm, or whatever they can cet

eir hands on. - One rather excellent artist who could not afford
a movie camera had done a set of flip-books, portraying King Kong's
battle with the biplanes. Aiso, some of the more fortunate were
there with collections of stills to swap.

_ There would scem to be a
lot of potential fan-nmaterial here, and when they grow out of their
ll-year-cldishness (I have a certain prejudice aainst ll-year colds;
1 teach them) they may well form the bulwark .f the next fandom.
Lock at how nany of the E-C conics enthusiasts of several years
ago are fans today.

Forry is highly interested in mining this talent;
the Monstercon was alsc a test case to see how the exposure to
stfandom would take. A raffle was held each hour or so; correction,
a drawing for a door prize; no money was involved; the prize of
which was an issue of Astoundingz, or Galaxy, or one of the other
promags, and we had prepared a souvenir booklet, with a biographical
sketch of Forry, some other stuff of monstier interest, and ads for
LASFS and the Vestercon.

The results of this experiment will be

interesting.

Observant readers will notice a new address at the head
of this issue, which explains the delay in getting this into the
mailing. Ron and I have moved, to a half-duplex in West L.A., and
there were all the usual sort of inconveniences involved with moving,
and setting up a house: getting lamps. wastebaskets, trash cans,
brooms, a slipcover the couch needed, and furniture. One wall is
to be covered by a bookecase, I am going to build it this week if
we have some clear weather, Je have had quite & run of wain and
some nmiserably cold weather (for California--I have been talking
to a transplanted Chicagoan who is revelling in her first snowless °
winter). But after three drought ycars we need plenty of rain to
green up the state again, I spent most of the week before last
putting togetier a couple of desks, using unpainted wood chests-
of-drawers and a pair of doors, and finishing them with stain and
varnish., The result looks good, and for the first time ever I
have enough desk space.,

At Mathom House (Back on the Ambush) Bob
Lichtman is compiling the YAP while Pelz is sorting the mailing
into piles, "We'll have to leave out the Treasurer's Report' he
said, "we'll let Jack postmail it."
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"Postmailed 00's are an LA tradition.”
"From now on," said
Lichtman, "vou're going to be known as Al WC Lewis."
"Somebody's
been reading too many British fanzines."
Ron Ellik walked through,
"Yhy aren't you working on 'Squirrel Cage'?"saked John.
"I'm composing
in my mind," said Ron.
"Decomposing,” snorted Bruce,

A shout from
the dining room and all repaired to view Bjo's cover. (For the
benefit of the uninitiated, reading from L to R there is: back
row: Ronel, Al J. Lewis, Fred Patten, Bodb Lichtman, JT; front
row: Bjo, Blake Maxam, Don Fitch, and Bruce Pelz.)

"I haven't done
a cover like this since MINSY," said Bjo.

"Remember Jack's campaign
rromnise?”
"Which one?"
"The one where Jack promised to have all his
YAPs on white paper," chortled Bob,
"Where did you zet that verse?"
"It's an old Wobbly verse,” said Bruce. Anything that Bob turns
out these days is apt to be an IWW piece."..How are we going to

send these?"
"I1*]1] write'educational materials' on there,"said Bob.

"But these aren't educational materials.”

"I've been
sending allsorts of thins as 'educational Materials' from tlie
Derkeley Post Of“ice," said Boh.

"It'll be fantastically cheap
if we can,"” said Bruce.
"Besides,” added Bob, "they have to
cross if off if they won't let it go....Hand me that marting
pen,”®

And that is the story of how we subverted N'APA mailing 1l.
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COMMENTS ON THE 10TH MAILING

WESTERCON MATERIALS: Jack Vance is to be Guest-of-Honor, anil Alva
Rogers Fan-Guest-of-Honor, Jack's acceotance was recelved too late
to get our Second Progress Report iato this mailing, but look for
it next time around. Plans look good. Now if some of you people
would Just Join... We have a new ajdliress as an afterasath of the
wholegale moving of LA fandow thls past quarter:

WESTERCON XV, PO Box 54207, Terzinal Annex, Los Angeles 54,
California,

MATIAN BARNACLES - Meskys. Noted.

AeV SUBSTITUTE NUMBER 3 - The Other Al Lewla- Much the best thing
you have ewer dond, I think. Thils plece comes alive. We can feel

the sea ani see the stars. It's real. To try to comrunicate

besuty 18 4i1fficult; I have only ever nanaged 1t satisfactorily

once, in a letter that was nrintel as a half-page squlp in DYNATRON 5.
It requlres » feeline of exhaltation, an intense re-living of the



exoerience with sclective recsall, At lesst that is the way I
have to 1o it.

SONOMA #6 - Metcalf. Canticle for Leibowitz shoulil have been

ruled inelipitle uader the rules in effect at the Seacon. However,
the new rules, alontel there, would have 1ualifiel 1t on the basis
of first vocket-book publicatinn in 1966, The new rules would also
hove ils-jualified Who Killed Sclence Fiction? ###I think soliiers
1ivinr overseas have a Ilstinct slvantaee whed it cozes to retainiar
nay. At least I savel money llke crzzy 1n Korea. There was sizply
nothing worth speniine it on. Amnusexents were a movie, the PX, and
the Library, all on base, anl nothiar else. Of course when I hit
Janan 1 azanagel to spenl everything I hal nale in Kores, but it was
2 calculated exosniiture anl I c¢an never renpenber teing short of
money whils I was in the service.®#¥] agree thot the prize function
of the N3F shoull be the introluctlon of Neos to f~niom., It 1s the
only Job th=t can be done batter as a groin efort than an
indiviiual ef"ort. Your remarke about an orsanizatioa btelar helpful
because youar fans orefer Joianlng an organization to Jolning an
axarchy iatsrested me because I have always preferred to work as
part of an organization myself., BHad there been simply a. sgroup of

LA fana rather than a LASFS I would have been in and ocut of faniom
within two years., I axpend a gresat @eal more care ani1 energy on
sczething where 1 fesel a sense of responsibility to others than I

40 on somsthing that le merely done for my own satisfaction. No,
corract thats: I willl expend a great dsal of energy dolng somethlng
for my own sstlsfactlon and oragtlicslly nothineg on something

whose only return 18 egcboo. 1In this I aa an atypleal fan, but it
explsine in part why I find both LASFS and N3F congenlial., That, ani
the fact that all fans are =xad,

PARADOX /# 2 - Robbins, Pleasant, but litile to comrneat on hera,
What makes 2 fan? Like I sall, they’'re all mai,

DEVIL RITTER # 1 - Sklund. The typewrlter, nct the stencil, is

what zakes repro good or bad., An elsctrlc ususlly cuts a perfect
stencil, an uopright a good one.  I°ve cut many an excellent SHAGGY
stencil on the o0ld Underwood my D3d bousht usel ia 1929. Portables,
on the other hand, are usually worthlsss. They lsck heft, At the
moment the LA crew are exnerimenting with secconis at %1.80 a quire.
Brian Storey, the hot-shot snlesman who s0li1 us ths Rex Rotary ia
stocking thes anl coding them as "LASFSY stencils--a sort of onrivate

Joke, "Gee," sall Bjo, "we've pgot a stencll necmel after usi"' .
“Yesg, '

sail John., "Cheap seconis."

GEMZINE 4/31 -.GMC.  The reason Birchisa has come uniler such heavy
attack is-the convictisa that it is dAsnrerous--a goni leal acre
dangeroug -thsa Comapunisz . itselfl, Communlse is-not lseply entrencheld
in.the Amerlicsn,Way,of Life --Blrchisz is, _Anl Blirch;, 1like McCarthy,
18 a symbol: a handle snl a lsbel by,which 23e can classify the w hole
ultra-rightest movexrent: .The Blrch Socliety itself 1s neslierible: the
ohilosophy of which 1t 1s an extrsme case 18 not.

This past week in
Los Angeles thers h=as been hell a,"School,.of. Anti=Communlsm." Ite
leaders ars all respectable peovle and I have no doubt, sincere.
Military zen, mlnisters, anl the like.  They are zlsc resnonsible,
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When one of the sceszers - an ex-General -azale a speech ienandilng
that Barl Warren be hune, he was force2 to avologlze by the more
responsible nanarers of the School. The polnt, however, is not

the statement, it 1s the atzosphere of hate that seems to accomnany
8o nany of the statements from this group. It is the willinsness
to resort to violent, unconstitutional, aal cruel measures to
obtaln their enla. It ia a2 spiteful quality to their intolerance.

Yesterdiay Forry recelvel a call from a r~ther concerned
foruer fringe-fanne who hal been conalderably shaken by a statnent
that during the 1930‘s a Weird Tales Magazine hesi been publishei
in Los Anreles whose sole purpose wns to destroy the minis of
Anrerican youth. Also it hal been esstablished that this whole
business of monstar movies anl monster marazines was Communlst
1nspirel-.a deep plot.

These are obvious absuriities: there wss
NO sagazine, Wilerd or any other kind elditel frsn Los Anpeles
durinc the 1930°s; the oanly LA nubs in the sciece ani fantasy
fiells ever to en=nate from this city were Blll Crawfari's two
ill-fatel publications, Fantasy Book a7l Soaceways, 1n the 1947-50
nerisd, And I think Forry's unconcern with aavthiae ovolitical
need hardly be defendel in this comneny.

But this idea of "oplot" is
tyolcal of the paranoll mentality that is receiving hearinr ani
respect. Sluply 3lsagrecment or iifferent staniaris, or even
State Devartmeat buasbling are all lumpsi together as a conspiracy.
Anl certainly 1f all the thines one doean’t like are attributed to
a slngle Machlavelllan agency the worll preseants a fesrsore uenace
indeed. Anl whlles Ray Palmer xmay believe in leros, everyboly
knows there nre Comawmunists.

One of the more harmless concernz of
the riehtests 1s 1escribel by Cleveleail Amory in his column 1n
the Dec. 2 SATURDAY W™VITV. It seema that Hella Hopper anl a
nunber of others got quite upset abiut the Supreze Court having
orierel "In Goil We Trust" removel from the dollsr bills. In
oroof they showed examples of bills with, sani bills without. A
senslble sugrestion ani a2 ophone €311 evantually clearei it all up:
"In God We Trust" hai been gliel to the bills--1n 1947.

The other
day I saw a fllm at school. This is one of several that our 1lsecal
self-apoointed Kecners of the Publlic Morals have coniemned as a
Comaunlst plot to Infiltrate the achools. Thse Boari of Eiucation
OK'd thex over the volciferous objection, but restrictsi thea to
showings to 9th gralers ani anbove. This film 18 atout ss fair ani
nbjective as a Tilw coull be, 21 certainly roes out of 1its way to
point out shortcoxnlings in the Commnist system, particularly 1n
agriculture anl the fallure of Collectivization to increase foo?
oroluction. One of the prounis for objectlon was that It showed
Rugsian chiliren playine hanoily like any other chiidiren." The
film 18 in the shool system but thdse necnle heve manarel to create
coniltions where I ecannot show 1t to my 7th graie Worli Georranhy
classes--one of two olaces in the curriculam where 1t wouli be
really useful,

These are the sane neople who are trying to ban
Troolc of Csacer. At 2 recent oublic hemring the whole auliencs
sat arouni whlle one menber read off all the salscious passares ani
"tsk-tskk'"ed. When one nerson got up to state that “he hed learned
nost of those worls in srale achoold he was shoutel édown as n
Comounist. Sowrce of infrarmation? the erch-conservative Los

=

Angeles Timues. Sure, thert are salaclous nasscawes 17 you try to
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oick them out. And anybosy who 18 willlng tc wanle throush one
of the most crashing hores ever written ieserves a bit of
titillation,

Yep, "Balt-Box" is a gool nane for that column, Gea.

FOOFARAW 2 - Patten., Shucks, Frei, you gtill aren’t a member of
the N3F, legally. Harness has screwed up again.#%%George W, Flelis
typel hig name on the title-onare stencil, anil thet 1is about sll he
hal to do with settine THE WILLIS PAPERS published. Ted takes full
crelit for this.#+4"The Star-Svsarlei Banner" was not alootel
off1cislly as the US National Anthem until 1916; I can't tell you
about "Rule, Bristania."

NIBULOUS #3 - Harrell. 1 enjoyel resiing trourh, but aothine
comnentable here,

SEVIN EYES OF NINGAUBLE - Larry Anlerson. Amen oa layout. 'Course

I h~ven't rot aay thish, but I'm in favor of 1t. Aside from ceftain
incilents, I've encounterel surnrisinrly 1lit*le realy furzhenlelness
1% the LA schoola. Course one of the 1anllaest 1s that we havs to
lhisve the lesks 1n the clasroom faclag siieways, away from the
blackbeard, becsuse the fire rasulstions sneclty so many laches
bgtween rows, and that 1ls the only way these indiviiual-unit desks
a2y be male to fit. Anl this 1s a brani-new school, desisrned at
taxoayers cost to be a perfact teaching ndaat for sone }2% million,

NO PLACE # 6 - Bushy. A great con, Buzi
YAUX HALL FANATIC - Seth Johnson. Notel,

COSWALZINE #190. Coswal. Interesting, but might have been more
useful if 1ndexel by the author than by the nagazine: put all
Gerabacklanla tosether, all Hornie, etc. However, thanzs,

NSOFAN #3- Hannifan., I likel it, but have lit!‘le to say. One
thiag that inter-sts me 18 the way in which newcomers to fandom
80 qulickly nbsorb the attitules off "ia" srouvers, The remarks
about Laney anl LASFE anl Seth ani the ava snobs are the most
obvious cases here, This doesn’t necessarlily make then invelid,
but it is an intriguing point. Alva Rogere has some things to
8ay about Laney in the latest SHAGOY that shoull be of 1lnterest,

NEFTERVISCENT - Franson. An laterssting bit of reseercn, but I'm
afr211 the emblem 1s here to stay. Anil there ars other things
that need imoroverent more. I agree with your remarks about the
application forms,

CRY OF THZ WILD WMQO0SE -~ finlerson. Ko#ak has slimnlnate the
excallent acetate vrocess for reprolucing color priats from
8lides in Tavor of a much 3uller vaper nrocessg, If there were
any other »lece to ret color orinats whare I could avoiil those
Jaan 1ull, fuzzy paper brints, I woull., Give my bitch to the
com»any. Money, as usual, triusohs over craftsmaaship,

At this voint I Dbewin to run out of both spnace 211 time so the
rest of these wlll Just have to walt for a nost-raliling except

one. RACHE: Bruce, I'm getting 3amn tired of these same pases

of statistics. After the first time, who cares?

Al Lewilsn
17 Dec., 1961



