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Number 361

Actually it is really quite simple: the first seventeen issuaes of
The Wild Colonial Boy were published for SAPS between October 1962 and
Joly 1966, Then between February 1964 znd June 1965 I published
seventeen issues of a general fanzine called either Satura or The
Gryphon, depending on the time of day. Then, in Octocber 1966, I pro-
duced a combined issus of the two, and numbered it 35, There was an
sarlier version of TWCD 36, but that was only a letter of comment to
Terry Carr on his fanzine called, er, well, it was a long time =2go,
and I'm sure you all know the name of Terry Carr's most recent general
fanzine, Putting 21l this aside we come to the point, which is that
OMPA seems a suitahle place for this title, But don't knock it - TWCO
was once mentioned in F&SF's fanzine review column, and that's hard to
beateses

I haven't had much contact with British fandom for the last 8 years
or soe In fact, I think this h~s been pretty much the case with most of
Australian fandome Another sobering thought is that I am, I suspect,
the only fan in Australia to whom the natural given name to apply to
the family name 'Harrison' is 'Bill' (rather than 'Harry').

So much for cheery stuff. I think that my publishing schedule
will be six-monthly, rather than quarterly as it was in the hyperactive
old deys, but that is enough. Then again you might be lucky in that
I will publish only annually, Pray,

This issue -will be typic-lly untypical, (n the first page after
this will begin an incredibly boring piece which will be of interest
to one person in OMPA if I am lucky. Howsver, it seems to me a useful
little plece of workg even if the amount of typing was rather more than
the idea was worthe And it goes on for 0 pages. But don't worrys Just
throw this awaye

Then, on what I call page ten, begins an article, as yet unwritten
(fortunatoly), which deals with language =nd science fiction, partly
inspired by David Masson's brief incursion into that field in SPECULATION
recently.

After that (and beginning on p-~ge 94) we have the jokes.

Hoping you =are the saAMBsscscecas




THE 44 NE/ REST STARS and other numbers

I have always been interested in the exact way in which the stars
are related (cosmically spemrkingeess), but the amount of work involved
in working it all out slowed down my initial impulses A couple of
weeks ago, however, I thought I would teke a bit of time off and work
some things out (=ided by the fact that a recently-published list (in
THE OBSERVER'S HANDBOOK 1970) provided all the details I needed). We
in Rustralia have perfected a remarkable device known as a 'computer',
I+ is rather too difficult to describe here, but it is sufficient, I
think, to say that it does the add-ups and the take-=ways rather
o icklys So I messed around a little and then, after a minute's work,
0.t squirted the following pages of figures (and if you think this

:rt of thing shouldn't count for credit, then you've never had the
v nd of eyestrzin I have at the moment)e

Let me tell you about theme First of all consider Jable 2 (that's
'opical); this lists the stars studied in‘this little exercise, but gives
racious little else away, If you want to find out mors, seu the above-

montioned OUSERVER'S HANDBOOK,

Then we have Jable 1, which is the basic tables, It lists the
dietances, in light years, between all the stars in the surveye You
can find the distances easily by mersely connecting ths required vertical
and horizontal numberse Thus the distance between the sun and Barnard's
Star 1s 5.9 light years, and the distance between Sirius and Altair is
249 1light yearse. These distances are =all accurate to about one decimal
places (This is imposed by the datsz, not by the calculations)

On the four pages following Jable 2 is the listing of magnitudss,
and this is a little more compliceied. Reading down a column, you find
the magnitude of the 43 other stars =2s seen from the star whose number
appears at the head of a columne Thus the column headed 13, describes
these stars as seen from = planet near 61 Cygni,

On ths other hand, reading agross = row, we find the magnitude of
a particular star as seen from the other 43 stars, This is fairly easy
to work out, as numbersacross tha rows don't vary greatly. As examples,
we say that the magnitude of Sirfus from Ross 154 is 0,0, whereas the
magnitude of Ross 154 from Siriue is 11,9 There's rather moro data
there than anyone would want to handle,

I'm extending this system in two ways, Firstly, I'm going to dump
in a lot more data (roughly the brightest 300 stars seen from earth),
which will enable me to look at the neighbourhood a little more carefullyes
But I won't inflict the recsults on you (for a start, that would take
about 700 pagese...)e Secondlv I'm going to simulatea spaceship heading
off in a particular dirsction, and look back at the sun (and ahead) to
see what'!s therse (Didn®t I tell you I was also going to map the sky
nt each point?) Joe Gibson did something like this in G% a long time
ago, but I think it would be funme ANy requests?
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Star Nos. 34, 35¢ 364 37 384 39, 40, 41, 42, 43,

35, - 16,8

36, 20.9 30,2

37, 29,4 24,0 24,3

384 29,9 27,1 22,9 20,2

39, 13¢2 20471 21.8 3148 23.3

40, 2246 17,0 26,7 13,9 29,1 30,0

41, 7eesl T SN 25T SR SISTARNEHR 6] 2415 Featl

424 17,6 668 31,0 27,5 254 16,4 23,0 23,44

43, 2664 1245 3261 16,0 2341 2749 1447 20,3 16,0

44, 2448 1444 31,5 25,1 1841 1944 26,0 28,5 10.5 14.7
Iable 2

Star Numbsr / Star Identification Star Number / Star Identification
Te The Sun 23e Kpegor 60

2 Rlpha Centauri 244, Ross 614

3 ) Barnard's Star . 25, BD-129 4523

4q Wolf 359 26, van Maanen's Star
S5 Lalande 21185 27, : Wolf 424

Be Sirius 28, CD-370 15492

7o Luyten 726-8 29, Groombridge 1618
8, Ross 154 30, €D~460 11540

0% Ross 248 31, CD-490 13515

104 Epsilon Eridani 32, CD-449 11909

1. Luyten 789-6 33 Luyten 1159«16
12 5 Ross 128 34 Lalande 25372
134 61 Cygni 35, AOe 17415-6

14, Epsilon Indi 36 CC 658

154 Procyon 37, BD-159 6290

164 Sicma 2398 384 Omicron? Eridani
17 Groombridge 34 39. BD+200 2465

184 Lacaille 9352 406 Altair

19. Tau Ceti 414 70 Ophiuchi

20. BD+5° 1668 42, AC+79° 3888

21, Lacaille 9352 43, BD+430 4305

22, Kapteyn's Ster 44, Stein 2051

Items 1,2,3,5,6,7,13,15,16,17,20,23,24,27,35,38,39,41,43,44 are knoun
to be multiple.
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If lost, please return to page two.

Bewaret the following four pages are solid figures, no pretty triangles.

the wild coloni~l boy 36 / 5




ble

T

This table gives the apparent magnitudes of the 44 stars as seen from the

vicinity of each of the others,

from that particular star,

tach column gives the magnitudes as seen

maognitudes
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SCIENCE FICTION AND BENJAMIN LEE WHORF

In tho May 1970 issuc of SPECULATION David I. Masson devotes a good
deal of spacec (scvcn and onc half pages) to "Some Thoughts On Languago
In Scicneco Fiction". 0On zbout the fourth page Mr, Masson lists 5
'linguistic pitfalls' facing tho writer of science fiction who sccks
to roprescnt alicn culturces Those few pages art devoted to the third such
pitfall:

"THirdly, grammari it is inhorently improbablce that an alion
syntax could raoscmble the syntax of a Europoan languagc, and quitc
possible that it would bec totally different from that of any terrcno
languages" (pago 18)

Mr, Masson goos con to discuss this with rcferonece to his own storics,

~ad to the wurk of Borges, Kormbluth and othcrs,

I uxpect that most roadocrs of this will have had sume oxperiocnce
~ith loarning & non-English languagoc. But if ycu arc likec me, that
sxpericnece will almost certe=inly be limited to Europen langungcse Evon
sc, it cnn be frustretimg to tho beginner in thesc languages to loarn
that onc necds more than a dictionary to get along - the damncd forcighers
dom't evun have words for somo quite straightforward English expressions,
We arc, thecrefore, all aware of thc sort cf problem which may occurs

Onc of the occasiunal joys of lifu is to discover that onc's cruds
notion of how the universec fits toguther is actually closely linkcd with
a notion which is highly developed and rosults from ycars of study on the
part of somug particularly bright person (naturally, if you or I can think
it up in 2 fcw momcnks, thon to anyono clse it would esproscnt the work
of at least two years)e 50 = coupld of yoars ago 1 discovcrud that my
ideca of tho way in which languade influcnccs our perception of the world,
when suit=bly tidicd up, is dignificd with tho namé 'the Sapir-Whorf
hypothosis'e Actually tho Sapir-Whorf hypothesis is what I really wanted
to talk about horo, but this thing must be finished this afternoon, so
I shall only bo able to begin. '

Whorf's formul tion of the Sapir-Whorf Hypothosis is summariscd by
Scicncc as baing 'that the structurc of a person's language is a factor
in tho way in which hc undorstands roality and behaves with respect to
it,' This scems to me =~ simplification, but it is a2 good guncral
descriptione.

But on to- scicnce fiction, Tho problem of alion l=anguages is hardly
attacked ~t 21) in modern scicnce fiction (well, the modern seicnce fiction
that I rcad)$ porhaps this is bue-usc it is too difficult, and pcrhaps it
is boecausu writars arc not particularly intcrested in anything moro than
moving thc plot along ("OK Harvey, pass out tho Communicator"), Whorf
wrotu quitc a lot about thc 'alien' languages we have herc on Earth, Aand
I proposc to give =2 fow cxamplos to illustratc the point,

Firstly, 2n illustration of gonuraldiffcrencese 1 quotc from
Languaqg, Thought, and Rcality (by BLW, M.I.T. Press, 1966/pb).
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In the important article "The Relation of Habitual Thought and Bohavinur
to Langunge", Whorf compmrcs English with Hopi,

"Our cwn ‘timo' differs markedly from Hopi 'duration's It is
canccived as like a spamce of strictly limited dimonsions, or somc-
timos as 2iko a motion upon euch a speece, and cmployed as an int-
cllcecturl tool accordingly. Hopi 'duration' scems to be inconcoive
able in turms of spacc or motiom, bcing the mode in which lifo
diffors from form, and consciousncss in toto from tho spatial
clements of consciousncss, Cortnin ideas bourn of our own time-
concopt, such as that of absolutc simultaneity, would bec cither
vory difficult to cxpross or imposgsible and deov.id of meaning
under thc Hopi conception, and would bo rcplaced by operational
concoptse” (pagc 158)

Lator Whorf (in another cssay) summarises thc differcnces hotwecn the
“wo languagus in this way:

"What arc to English differcnces of time arc to Hopi differonces
in the kind of validity." (pagc 213)

Theny, in deoaling with spccific instanccs, Whorf illustratos the
smnll-scalo diffcrounccs botwcoen languagos on Earthg that, for cxamplo,
Eskimo has thrcocu words whorc .English has thc onc word 'snow's There
arc m-ny cxamplcs of such situations, as might bo .expuctcd, for hac
snvironmunt hclps to detecrmine languago to some cxtente

Then, whon one comes to examince longor structurcs - scntences, ono
finds strangeor differonces, Whorf quotcs the two sontences "I push his
hcad back" and "I drop it in water and it floats" and rem:rks that thesc
arv rather different in English (! page 235). Heo continues: "But in
Shawnce tho corrasponding statements arc closcly similar, cmphasising
the fact that analysis of naturc and classification of cvents as liko
or in thc same category (logic) arc governcd by grammar"e And Whorf
makus it fairly clear just how the scntences erc relatod in Shawnoc,

Rovursing the situntion, he takes thc sentonces "The boat is ground-
cd on the heach" and "The boat is manned by picked men" and shows that tho
Moobka - (Vancouver Island) cquivalents arc dissimil-r, and may be
translatcd by 'It is on thu be=ch pointwise as an cvent of canoe motion!
and 'Tho boat has a crew of picked men' (together with a couplc of lines
of gloss in an attempt to got Aacross the NUANCES ) o

The implications of this for ‘Yalien spccch'! are considerables It
can be es simple as Mr. Masson (or Borges, for that matter) might chooso
to make it, but giveon that aliens have an cxpcricnce tutally different
from ocur own, we should gxpcect a language far lass likc our Standard
Europoan languages cven than Hopi or Shawnoe, To recly upon a very
simplc model (tolling dirty jokos (Leinster) or playing with the clcments
(He Beam Piper)) suems cxiremely optimistic.

Onc can't help noticing that of thc current writers, J.G. Ballard
comcs closcst to getting ascross the fueling of thou sentecnce quoted above
from page 213, But then his alicns arc humans,

the wild colénial boy 36 / 11




Finally, =2 word or two about thc porception of roality. From pago
261:

"In parts of New England, Persian cats of a cort~in typc erc calloed
Coon cats, and this name has bred the nction that thoy arc a
hybrid beotwcen the eat and the 'coon' (racooun)e This is ofton
firmly belicved by persons ignorant of bioclogy, sincoc thc struss
of the linguistic pattern (animal-name 1 modifying animal-name 2)
causus thom to 'sce' (or as the psychologists say 'project')
objcctive racoon guality as loc tod on the body of tho cat - they
poitt tb itg bushy tail, leng heiry and so on."

I'm surc anyone could add to that situation without assistancco,

O0f ccursu tho guestion of how language gocs tcgethor and how it
affocts our perception of reality has aspocts more important than the
naturc of small problcms associated with some science fiction storics,
MecLahan (the groat borrower) as obviowsly leaned upon this kind of idoea
“requentlye  In the bock mentioned, Whorf dovotos scveral pages to this
subject, at thc samc timc indicating some arcas in which English might
bo modificd by borrowings from non-Europecan languages (with ultimatc
simplification in mind).

But in scicnce fiction, it scoms to bc something which doesn't
mattor.

VeI P AT I RIS As s i RRt At st R dslestd s stadnoestsstsasstislisdtosstasnsnrseniannn

That isn't exactly all I would have liked to have saide But on the other
hand to dcveclop the subject at greater length would have (i) consumad
morc timc than I preoscntly have and (ii) assumed that some members at
lcast of OMPA would be intercsted (and that ain't necessarily so)s But
the colloction of Whorf's writing cited is available, so this is some
sort of introduction.

R N R N R

ARUSTRALIAN CENSORSHIP @

This subject is much discusscd but littlc understood, WCB proudly
roprints a v*i*t*a*l document - a spocch by the minister in chargo. Well,
the first cplsode of a serial, anywaye (from Parliamentary Dcbates 27,2,1,
3372)

In tho past fcw months tho subject of Australian ccnsorship of both
films and litcraturc has been widely discussed in newspapers and maga=
zincs and on radio and television, Therc have bocn numorous mectings on
consorship at universitics and other places, Thorec have bcon cascs of
pickoting of thecatres by an organiscd movement against censorshipe It has
beccome cloar that tho ARustralian public now has a livelier intercst in the
subjoct than at any prcvious timu, Bocauso thec community is so clearly
indicating its wish to be moro concerncd with the principlos and systoms
of Australian ccnsorship, I dccided that I should make a statcment to the
Housc on the prescnt censorship position and on the Governmcnt's attifudo
to a controversial and sometimes emotional matter,

(stay tuned for another para or two in three months'. timee...)
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