Am I a survival tyna? I
was at the Yhicon, took regular
showers, waited for elevaters. Bill
Donaho stenped on my toes and I wore a
coat and tie at the banquet. Madness,
danger, frustration, brute fores
and torture - I've been tested!

Bettared fan

with broken
_____ -~ propellrrs on
his besnie,.

Small impressed
fane
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ursith 19 A goshwow type issue celebrating the Thicon and the fact that I didn't
have a large zine in the 100th mailinge WUraith is published increas-

ingly quarterly for the Fantasy Amateur Press Association, This issue for the

November 10th 1962 deadline of the 10lth mailing, Editor and publisher is:

Wrail Ballard
Blanchard, North Dakota

Buz said my cover last time was not reslly an artless‘art type cover, I dis~
agroo. What he is talking about was artless ar${, What I am talking about was
even more artless art, I mean maybe he means his "artless"to mean "naive", I
‘mean mine to be ridiculous,

This issue will @ out to quite a few non-Fapans bacause I promised to send
any convention report I might do to various and sundry. I'l1l leave it to you to
chogse which catagory you fit. Receiving this. icsue does not automatically mean
you 11 receive any further issues of Wraith if you are not in FaPAs Most the time
I'm too lazy to run off and send out that many copies, Thereforethere is no
need to consider this a trade copy and no nagsd to fleel you owie mae copies of your
gines, If you want to send a copy anyway, that s fine and you'll find me the most
appreciative vacuum you ever sent your zine into, But Wraith 19 does not constit-
ute 8 trade nor even a plea for a tradee I'm too unrc¢liable for trades,

This will be my last convention report because I'm thinking of abolishing
conventions. ter every convention it takes some people so long to start writing
again I developed a blistered conscience, trying to figure out what made them
stop writing. My report would have been longer and more vivid.too if some had
writtcn soonor, The main reason for going to a convention is so you can relive it
whon you gat home and spend the next month talking it over in lottars or tapes.

This time only ﬁuz scemed that enthusiastic till nearly a month had gone bye
Other paoplo scecm to need time to recoups <t is sade

Have road little about the convention, A few liked it, well most did but
tho onos I heard from were mostly at the same convention I attonded, and by my
way of thinking that convention would be hard to surpass, or evon oquael, Others
didn t enjoy it as much and a couple didn't care for it, I suspect that the Cnicon
will be impossibleo to rate, since thc reaction to it was a totally porsonal thing.

At the convention Dick Lupoff asked me to get rid of 35 mombors so he could
becomo a mombore I couldn't do half that oven taking the membership and WL up to
Lupoff as my list from which to find members to romove. Odd how many members of
Fapa scem too much a part of Fapa for me to want to sce them drop,

If there is a point to this it would be that the present size of the membership
has allowed mo to get to know the mcmbaors to the point where I feel I do know them,
A larger memborship wouldn't allow. this, and it was in fact, years baoforo I got
to knou Fapa well onough to feel like this., The slow turnovor isia boon too, for
tho membaors come in slow anough to be gradually digestade That s good for in .
SAPS at timos they come in so fast you get to foeling a little ;ndigostlon. Stop
and consider what you want in an organization and considor. why FAPA is so dcsirable
before you talk of changing it, It becamg desireabls for what it is nows To
drastically onlarge it would make it a differont organization and not tho one it
is nows In that case Joining is on tho order of stetus seeking and if status and
the namo of boing Fapa mombers is what is wentqd, let's givo thom the namo and kaep
the prescnt group under a different nama. (That s what we ncod, another apa,)
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Fantasy Amateur 100 Accustomnad as I am to publically proclaiming opposition to
covers on APA 00s, I must still admit the fireworks display

on the cover of this 100th FA was effective., In such a case g cover is not out

of place and if anyone wants to put a cover on the 200th igsuej there'll be no

complaint rrom me, But let's save the covers for sovecial eccassions. For really

special occassions, like gvory 100th mailing,

The mailing wasn't as large as expected, nor did it turn ou. to be as frighten-
ing for when a mailing is over 1200 page . it takes only a mildly callous conscisnce
before you happily go through the mailing picking out relatively few zines that
would be easier to hit with a comments The rest were scanned rather well, but ,
anyone who belongs to an organization that puts out over 1000 page mailings can t
cxpect a comment unless he or she is unusuelly optomistic. One thing did hit mé,
Corny and sentimental as it might scem, I was rather grogglad by tho fact that only
about 2/3 of the membars had a zine in this mailinge It may bc sophisticated to
consider it just another mailing, but thank Perdus I'm not that scphisticated.

A Propog Dg Reip 9 "Scienece Fiction Conventionseee...the week of recovery, feeling
dead all the while - looking at these aspects it hardly ceems

worth it." I don't egree with you Jim, partly because I get rested at a convention,

and come home more relaxed and happy than I was before I wente There is almost

more in those few days than anyono can digest all at once, but 1t took at least

two wacks of mundane after the convention before I turned into my normal grumpy

sour dispositioned self, For me a convontion is such a total break with reallity

that a month later I find it hard to beleive. . . 77, Mainly my

memorics are so purely choerful it scems impossible to beliceva, ;

Somshow 1t scoms the study of the history of fandom ig a study of the people.
Particularly when tho history touches people you know or fesol you know. It would,
in enite of your relegating ths study of fandom to nco-fans, have less meaning
to a2 neo-fan, A fan can't tske part in everything that happens in fandom, but
knewing what happonod can help him enjoy fandom and his friendship with others
all the morce "™ithout naming names, I can say at-the-convention-talks with . -
various fans gave mc some idea of thoir histories and as a rosult I fcol sort of
cnrichede I know thom better, Why Jim, even a fan who is not a nco might =+ -.
appreciate the history that lead to your being callod a Traveling Jiant, History
could help you maks up your mind too..] have a vague memory of somo ong prosumably
in this mziling, rather sneeringly(that's *ho impression I got from a skimming of
the zine)hinting that FAPA was too ungrateful or plonking to give Don YWolhoim
a copy of this mailing, Then somcone clsc, McPhail I beleive, praisod Don's early
work on FAP4 and then said it is too bad he lator tried to broak it up...or(again)
words to that effect, If that 1s theo case I don't feel 2 bit sad =bout being a

bit ungrateful or plonking for the guosturc nice as it might have been, may still
have been meaningless,

Maino-isc 25 Congratulations Ed....I know you could do it.

Sorry &3, I didn't vote for you as OE, Instead I voted for Eney figuring anyone
who would do a 387 page zinc is not be trusted, and unleoss something was done to
kcep him busy and occupied and oven feeling a little appreciated, he was liable
tv como up with enother lerge zinec, It was getting dangorous...a couple of years
ago the Fancyelopedia II, Now a Sense of Fapa, Bigger and bigger and we just
have to cooperatc %o kocp him so busy he can't top himsclf agzine

Yias'the sonsc of disaproval we supposcdly gained by carting home thoss old
prozincs Wiith thoir girly covers actual or just a bit of hoppy mertyrdam?
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Ice fge 4 Larry you may remember wa discussed ycur iders for enlerging FAPA during
our ia{k to the Blackhawk on.anday evenings I may have not fully

expressed my opposition because I couldn t find an open manhole, but in lieu of

atuffing you down an open manhole may I agaln vanture some mild opposition and

again state my satlsfaction with FAPA as it is now?

Viithout going into detail I should point out that esome of the reasens you
give for the increase are exactly An cpposition of the reasons various people
havae given for preferring FAP4 to SAPS., I won't mention "bigger and better
mailings" for that is talking dirty, but I will / enswer your question, "Besides,
vho wants to contemplate the 200th meiling of FAPA with exactly the same membership
as it has now!" by suggesting it is iikely most the Waiting listers would be fairly
happy to contemplais much the same membership...except of course for thae addition
of themselvoss The "static membership” is usuaily one of the strong points given
as a roason for preoferring FAPA and while I tvo would like to scc tho WL members

beeorne FAPA members, I hope it continues as it is...2 new member only whon we
losa an old member, ;

Norcen,..Janc hag done a numbcr of SAPSzinecs and attended at least one world
convention and seems %o be intorested in Fandom,

Selud 10 Best laid plans and all that, Not ohﬂy did Joc andJusnita Greoen end me
miss that train we all were to go to “hicago on, you and Buz couldn't

make it oither. Yhows that a rocognition symbol might bo noeded for even writing

madly to arrange things docen't always works Too bad, that pre-con convention

could have bean enjoyablas

Robine must go south for the winter because.around here there saesms to be quite
a thing going in thu o¢ffort to see the first robin of the year., One fcllow in-
variably wine, bus to do so he has thocooporation of the robins who come back
earlicy every year and currcently asre getting here in January...for him that is,
Hold .og onto his spotting chempionship by sceing one sarlier cvery year will be to
tougzh in not too many yoars, for they have to come earlier overy time and pretty
gsoon they'll have to disqualify him becsusc no onec will know if it is an early
arriving robin or one a bit tardy about leaving.

I am nearsighted and I had the measles. Thq 2ffocted my eyes badly and my
near sightodncss began to show up soon after, There may be no connection, but
it is uice %o ba able to find some reason for my near-sightedness when my folks
were both ia their late 40's or early 50's before they needed glasses, I mean
I am so very near sighted,

Yes, fearléss Ella Parker did come out with the first installment of her trip,
but who has heard from her since?(Betty said she had a post card a few wecks after
the ‘H’con, but in the interssts of rhetoric we!ll ignoro that)My thoory is Elle
wiil wite a non-bland account of the Scacone..do a second thought and rewrite iteee
thon Gooided %o las chips fall and rewrites it strong, then second thoughts it
again, Thoro mist be some reason sho hover answerced that seven page letter I woto
hor baek in July. But Mike Hinge rofusing to shake hands because in New Zealan?
no decent woman shakos hands? Ella should have told him she never shakes hands in
New Zcaland cithar,

Still I think I approve of the idea of no decsent woman shaking hands and will
try to convince fandom of thise Thore are . far better ways to be grootod by a
fannce

I am more intercsted in tho 19th century than the 21st, Fooey with the future.



will.be

S

Null F30 Will people stay on the WL for 6 or 7 years if they get old and tired?
01d and tired fans drop cut of FAPA, and so do young and tired fans,

This long WL isn't so bad becauss aftor & while some pecple on it are going to

drop out of fandom, and a number more will just have lost their enthusiasm over

FAPA, I'd just as soon have them lose thelr enthusiasm for FAPA while they are on

the WL and not when they are members,

Gucss I am a fan conservative for it is still ASF te me and I never got an ismn
of tho zine after it becams Analog, and never felt particularly satisfied with it
after it bocame digest sizoe That conservatism carries through in fan organizat-

ions as you may have noticed...I do not automatically beleive a change will be an
improver.gnt,

Did calling this woman "O beautiful swest untarnished virgine..'"get his poems
back?

Lishthou The twist looks pretty easy to do and fun to watche..I particularly
e am sorry I didn't got to see Elinor and Phyllis do the twist at
Chicago. But unfortunately I don't think my back and knees would take it so
twisting will remain a spectator sporte..only I think I'1l have to stuff cotton in
my ears for it seems twist music is played L O U D .

At the Yhicon any time you saw a person with a sensative farmish fece 1t was
likely to be one of the Catholic group that was holding its convention at the same
time, Though I must admit ono fan recently mentioned that the convention banquet
phot showed more prim looking people then said fan had seon at eny one time, Still
I must admit I may have a sensative fannish face...Berry said I looked like an
carneset ycung curate, and Noreen said I lonksed liko @ minister who was anxicus
to be accopted as onc of the boyse If Gronnell hadn t said I did look six feot
tall and built like a gorilla, I'd have been tetally crushed.

dp index to tho paoplu in 851 Now everyons wonders who was not credited with
mentions on pages 128 and 129,

Popor Richard's Algangc 14 VWho would want to wateh a boy blond you ask? Person-
ally there are a number I'd like to ses watching blond
boys. But FBuz and I are Boy Blondg watchers, and reasonably skillful at our trade.

Jim "ebbert look like Kirk Douglas? Well I'd say they are built pretty much
the same,, except Jim is larger, and may look like a hazy Kiﬁk “ouglas depending on
how Kirk Douglas looks when he is hazy. Doreen though wasn 't a tall junpesaue
blonde even the last time I saw here That was over a month ago so I won t make any
dofinate statements now.

wqg I saw it Kemp did not get élobbered in S4PS for expressing a minority opin=-
ion., As one of the fans who clobbered him(supposedly)I can say my rcason had a
lot to~do with my idca- that 1f someons joins an organization he is joining it for
what it ise Thercefore whon scmeone joins saying he considers a large part of
it completcely worthless and adding nothing to tho mailing and will fight to changs
it, I surely have the right to fight backe

Fypoeracy Rich? Harry is the onc who gave the label "alleged non-conformity and
froe thinking". I've never claimed to be ecither a non~conformist or free thinker,
and in fact I have the silly notion that when I joln an crganization I have to enrn
the right to make criticisms or poliey statements, I wasin fapa many ycars before
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I felt I'd errned the right to rcally speak upe Whilo Kemp and I have settled our
difforoncos and I find I like and appreciate the guy, I still will get a bit
soured when anyone joins an organizstion %clling it how werthless it is. If thoy
roally feel that way, why join%

Dammit this is the sort of thing I don't likoesoit is in tho past and I only
hopo Kemp dogsrit tako it personallys But by ghod I took it personally.

Sgrcon's Bang 11 Isn't it a 1ittlo late..you say "and for Crysakes don't allow

~ any efficicncy oxperts or animal husbandry mon into the organ-
fzatione” I mecan I'm alrcady infamous on this srtificial insemination bit, But
thore is such a thing as being too efficient so put me down as one mady to do his
pﬂrt.

I
Both of us had the samc troubles Wo didn t care for covers on the 00 and at
the tine both were ongaged in a differonce of opinion with Bergeron that would
stop us frown saying so, just becauso it would scem personals Trouble with fandom -
you hrvg to stay friendly with everyone if you want to bo able to gripo gonerally.

¥Yhoro's a shortage of check-marks in this issuo Buz. Noxt time do somcthing
about it. ’ .

Think I have tho shortcst list of stroeots lived on of anyong in FAPA though
I've 1lived in, or rather had mailing adresscss in 7 towns,..come to think of 1t
in 8 towns or citicse 1ist of strects sre Calumet Avenue, Kostmor hvenue and
Tojon Strecte Yoah that s right, the first two were in Chicago,:

Persign Slipper 2  Don't know .whgre I got the idea 1t was against the law to

sign an assumed name at a hotel, though most likely once years
ago I road something on,thatbrder and it stuck with mo, s

Likc tho'ideca of that church camp whorce you hiked, necked and playad monopoly.
Whon Iws younger I had the ambition of going to Boy “cout Camp and a friend who
happened to be the son of my Lutheran Ministor kept-trying to get me b go to this
ChurchiCamps He kept telling me thot girls attended too and at thae same time, but
I wasn't improsseds Or somothings I must have e perfoct Boy Scout,

Cockatrice 1  Oh goody, bloodshedl

0 Sgrie John I'm glad you didn't bleed all over the place(I say with
more friendship than facetlousness.

Dry Martooni 1 Lovely cover, Mells are extremcly irregular, and after the con=

vantion, they arc downright unnatural, It was adding insult when
they decided to raise tha cost of postage during a time when the shortage of mail
had mo feeling thay could just as woll abolish the Postal systom,

Frod, wo barcly mot at Chicago. I was waiting for the elevator, you introduced
yourself and then my clevator cams and that was that. ' Typical for a eonvontion,

Apkus 5 OGan't romomber the tune tco well, but wouldp't the tunc to "Pocos Bill" -
also fit THE BIG RED CHRESE? No it wouldn t, I remombored the tune.
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Celephais 32 True, in the poll we vote for the people..but too I feel the poll is
more for people in FAPA and will seldom vote for a non-member, But
it is cnly under protest that I'1l vote for a publication,..for the publisher,
surg, but publicaticn no.

I'm one of the old members who remembered Martin and remembering him, and
loarning from Broyla's Who's Who In Yandom that Martin was not an oversexed teen-
ager when he wes last a merber, was enough to cause me to be less than sympathetic
towards him, What hqppqncd may have beon rogrettable, but whon it happenod to
Martin, I find I couldn t work up a roally satisfactory rogrote

City poople who haven't oxperioncod walking through pastures do hot know what
thoy've missed? Too bad because if thay did they'd understand why farmors -get
round shouldored,

Spoaking of reforonces to arocas you know in books, my favoritec was in an
0ld #rgosey STE story writton by Loinster or Will Jenkins or someong who had_the
horo stay in a Farge, North Yakota hotels It was my favorito bocausd€#PPidlheen
for many yoars notoriocus for doing its bit to make up for the unequel division
in the number of members of each sex, particularly during tho harvest season whan
thousands of men would flock haoro Yo wérk the fioldse OCouldn't help wondering if
the author know what hoe was doing or had just taken a hotol from the dircctory.
In fact I wonder how many times some author will play such a joka,

Fandom is a part of 1ifce...FIAPOL? I think you arc right and that would be a
good tage It fits my thinking at loast. .

If a woman looks god coming towards you the odds arc s?e wonkt causeo you to
suffer tco greatly whon she turns arounde At least you can t be so complotely foclod”
by a prior front veiw as you can by a rear veiw and a vivid imegination,

1
Didn't figure we d have to give Ellik any paper that can be written on under
water...I thought he could write on his stomach.

Horizops 91 I agroe, SAPS is not FAPA and the rules that work for one organization
+ would not necceossarily be good for the othsr organizations Most of

the time I ve been arguing that Seps does not have to be an imitation FAPS, but

I'11l argiio just as strongly that FaPA should keep its own imagc.

Hoy maybe thero is somathing in this "porilious 30th issuc"things. My SAP3zinc
has passod tha 30 msrk and while the 30th issue was 31 pages and a number previous
had beoen larger and in fact it had averagod well above 20 pagos an issuo %o that
time, tho noxt four @ssucs were small and only one of the 19 issucs sinca has
topped 30 pages and only 5 have toppod 20 pages. 30 lssuesis a danger point,s

Have answorcd most my othor cheock marks in othor zines, Harry I disagroc with
yeu, .Fapa is tho optimim size nowe..and the semi-stqtic mombeorship is onc of tho
good points..,but if you likec a changing memborship join S4PS...but if you do TM11
warn you, you 11 get sort of tired of receding moans about ke rapidly changing '
mombershipe,..it gets too fast for mo oven,

Targgt Fapa2l2? 0dd Tarzan was so consciontious in trying to kcop from fouling
: up the inhcirtance problom in the Greystokc familye It novor
socmed to bother other noblemon,
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Le Mpindra 27 You have a hard time understanding the U.S. political system? I

have a hard time understanding it toe though I have a number of
relatives who mess around in politics, Have one uncle who is a perpstusl candid-
ate though he never wins except when running for the North Ugkota legislature,
Don't belaive he actually cares to win for he mostly enjoys the campagning, .
4nyone who really wanted to win for the sake of winning wouldn't run as a Demncrate
all the time. He has been unsuccessful in bids for the US Senate, House of Repres-
entatives, and for Lisutenant Governor, Now as s sort of elder statesman he has
a different role which I'1l not mention except to say if you get inside of what
goes on in party finagling you find it 1is not far from what goes on in 3AP3 amd
Fapa elactions and manuevering,

Locally a primary is s farce if you are a Republican, and a way to get Democratic
backing for Non-partisan League candidates if you are on the other ticket.

Churn 4 Hi strangers, Remchmber yeers ago I knew pecvle with the same name as :
"~ ycurs, "hy it seems like only last year I got a note from the one called
Naney in which she said she'd write later in the weck,

hrt, I'm in favor of tougher rules or at least tougher enforcing of the rules
pertairing %o activity requircments. But enlarging FAPA does not seem the way to
handle the problem for we d ona up with not even a temporary gain, A1lowing 20
new members in at once would still leave us with a WL of over 40, With 85
members the turn over per ycear might be one or two greater, but the WL momber - at the
end of the 1list would still have a long wait and peoplae would bes talking of r1-
enlarging FAPA4 again, So at the risk of spoiling an orgqnization that is if any-
thing too desircable at its present membership quota, we d only gain a temporary

res>ites, Letis just stick to tougher laws or tougher enforcing and forget the
ldea of a larger FiP4,

The NFT'F Hospitallty room had the best veiw of any room I wasin at uhicago.
It also seemed so out of the way that I doubt if it got half the play it did last
year in Seattle, Too bad, for it is very worthwile and if FAPA were to donate to

any outside cause, I'd prefer the donation be given to the NFFF for use in the
hospitallty room,

Nance, if my memory is correct, the local papers and TV and Radio were all for

Castro and so was everyons I knewe..until his own acticns shocked and disillusioned
us,

Badli 13 Should read the mailing before I vote for it was not i1l a few days
ago I learned you were an unofficial- oven-for-write-in votes candidate,.
That was dangerous..what if you'd gotten the OEship?

Was quite flattered to have a place in your list of all time FAPA mambers. In
the main I agres with you, but missed® one name . *. - that should havao been among
the top 30...Vernon McCain, #nd so it was you who mentioned Wollhein trying to
broak up FAPA? At least I remembered someone had said it.

Rusty, I became more active this last ycar, now it is your turn,

Revolting Devolopgeg * dlger you get into a rut too @sily. Remembor when you got
your first Remington Rolling Block Rifle? Soen you had
dozense <hen you got a Packard, Now you have 84 Martin, I suggest you stay single,
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Feptesy Presg 37 Dan'l I snpreciated the sentiment in this issue and I should
have thanked Marion at Chicago for the artwisting she did, You
should not miss a Faps mailing, not now when we feel we can depsnd on you.

tims

Day Star 19 "But as I say, there are/binding links between the simmering blonds

kid who joined and the calmer darker woman who celgbrates the
hundredth meiling as Prosident of the organization," At the convention I wcndered
vho that blonde kid was and then someone told me it was Marion Bradley, In per-
son you arc less as I had plctured you than any other Faps mcmbor and fit the
doscription of "blonde kid" bettcer than tho description of a "ealmer, darker
womane Hsohl, 1t will be alomg time till you ean fright-n me again,

Fifty-Fifty Shouldn't this be called Fifty-Ninetacn? Ren if you are planning

to run the the FAPA OEship, it misght be a good time to start paying
off any SAPS who can remomber theo timo when you ran for OF of S4PS, I could
leave it like that but sueh would be furnishing aid and comfort to your opponents
so I better say Ron ran for OF of 54PS, but didn't vctein the election and dropped
out before the results were in, He had good reason, but how ean I make trcuhle if
I give tho good reasons along with the dirt? By the way anyone want a good SAPS-
trained campaign msnager?

Every mailing there is the problom of something you'll read without remembering
to make chaeck marks. This mniling there were, thank Pordue, a lot of items like
that and some especially REMIMBER NSE OF THINGS PAST and A SENSE OF FAPA wore
read hoping that nothing would ispire a check merk, Sam, I can usg that excuss to
you too...no chockmarks boenuse there were sll those pages to rcad snd enjoy,

Ron you arc too suspicious and perhaps unfatr to Tarzan, If he was having
any effeirs, I feel wg cnn safely assumc it was with femalce apcs.

Pbhlctsam 20 Hope you do have that essay on Phyllis Economou this mailing, Hope
you have a zine this mailing for your "msy miss the mailing" noises

have me worried, Nnw that you've successfully made me a 4 time a year hitter, we'll

have to get te work and see what we can do about you, You've been missing too

many mailings, .

If the Seacon was the Cozycon, what was the Chicon? It wasn't as cozy as Seattle
and was rathor hectic at times, but the parties as a rule were not as loud and
" the groups suemod smsller, In Socattle everything was so open that you could
wander off, knowing it woyldn't be tco hard to find any spoeial people almost
any timg you wanteds In Chicagu you had to kecp some tabs on people for if thay or
you wandercd off that might bo tho last you'd see thoms

Farmor's selling corn to the government for $1,20 & bushel™ and buying it back
right away at $1,05? Man you don't do anything like that around here. Last year
we bought some surplus oats at the low government price. But in order to be able
to buy these oats and get the advantasga of that pricu first this county had %o
be declared a disaster srea, “hen we had to prova our crop of feed grain had
beon insufficent for our own use and that we had not sold any feed grain. They
found how nany head of cattle we had and allowed  us to buy only so much focde..
around 600 bushels 1sss than wo needed, it turncd out, Then this spring we had
to go in and sign an affidavi$ saying we had not used the grain for any but the
purposes for which it was intonded, and that wo had used tho full amount for the
purnoses for whiech it was intendod,
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First thing Tucker said when I saw him was "Mske Phyllis keep her word and
pay sc much attention to you that she walks into a door." I beleive he also re-
minded you, which puts mo' forsver in his debts  Actually you didn't pay as much
attontion to me as I'd like, but you did come eclosc to walking intc a door becauss
you wore paying attontion to me, and I'1ll accept that as almost enough forhow and
hope you'll do better eight or ten years from now when I gat to my next convention.

Until recently I have flirted with the idea cf running for a Fapa offies, but
some of the ®mcent happenings eaused me to change my minde When I was OE of
SAP3 this lyers asked to get on the WL. I was familiar with him fxom FAPA and
while I had nothing against his being in one organization, I couldn t see some
mundans apa completicnist jeining fan organizations just to be a completionist in
thom, I ignored his note and while I don't remember if he wrote again, I either
wouid have(or did)answero that time telling him that S4PS was too small an organizate
icn to take anyone who was not really interested in it for itself, This is repreh-
ensible, I'm sure, but I've never regretted it. In saps it is only morallywrong and
there's oven a little doubt that it is morally wong, 1In Fapa it wculd be wrong and
at th}s time I not be a good officaor{if I ever would be one)beesuse I'm more
for a%lowing qffngrs a froc raign, &ard for doing a way with a Iot of our red tape
and circumveniing the rules by pctiticn, I'd like to do away with most this
deal of rataining a member by potition. Fape has been set up to retain the valuable
once a year contribucor, but there s no reason why such a contributor must wait
t111 his last mailing,..and thon be"forccd"to miss that. Evon on dues I sce no
reesson why an offiecar cap no#ﬂvr%%e and mske a solid ruling that cannot be over-
ridden unless by appeal{" Gure. the ' vetitdon has allowed us to hold'on to some good
members, but with the WL as largs as it is it scems time to make staying in fapa
the duty cf the individual momber, Now staying in FAPA is ofton & case of tha
mzmbors being gencrous, .

"hoops, nothing like a reformed doadwood type is there? And I got off the point
Phyllis for this startod out to be an agreemant on the handling of Myers and
showing a more drastic handling in S4PS. I onded on a white{woll groey)horse and
cxpleined more to mysclf than anyone, why I'd not run for offices It would bg
too casy to got impatient and strotch the rules, Much easior to gripe and hope
the rules can be tightened to a point whaere they can be applicd ruthlessly,

Wyess one reason I want the rules tightened is to stop some of tha talk of
a larger Fapa, #is long as there scemod te bo a chanes of gotting into FAPA some
time you heard 1little telk of making Fapa largor. Now many are fatalistically
convincod the only way they can get in is if we raise the momborship quotas

fhere L go mgaine “come I have a now war cry that goes lika,"OFF WITH HIS HEAD}M

Let's talk morc of the convontion for a changoe Dovoro, McLaughin and
Broderick all madec it at lcast as far as “hicago for thay worc all there and
looking jn good shapec. “or a,whilo. I was a bit worried that thoy had run out of
Shaggoth s to eat, for I didn t sce Frod Prophet till the last day of the convention,
and Howord did look woll fed. :

. You woroc not alone in griping about the covors on the 00, Counting your ment-
jon of Srgnnell there wore at lcast 6 grines this mailing and I was griping last
mailing. But the problem has sort of been solved for Eney would have most likely
gone back to the old style 00, cven without the rest of us suggesting it,

- - ——

End of mailing comments and end of the zine, unless I get tho time to do that
convention renorte
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Life was simple before I started going toc conventions. Most people can start
making plans as soon as they know where the next convention is to be held. My
Jjob, farming, has no set schedule and most the time there is no planning needed,

I just couldn't go no matter how much I wanted to gos If the crops mature in such
a way that I could get a week off around the first of September, it is possible

to get to a convention, Most the time I am not sure of going till actually on my
way, ani most the time thore is no neod of doing any real hoping, Even if the
crops did mature the weather can stall us on work to a 001nt where one year the
first time I rcalized it was convention time was when Pad brought a card out to the
foild and I had to wash the dirt and chaff out of my eyes beforoc rcading a "wish
you were heore with us at the convention.”

This yoar for a number of rcasons I did start planning a 1little eerly, It was
a tcnguo in tho check type planning and I wasn't prepared t really beleive till
I did go, but various people especially Betty Kujawa, the Busbys,&the “ebberts
with a just-before-the-conventicn assist from Phyllis Ecenomou did keep me in the
mood for going., At least th¢ suceaded to a point where I did start planning early,
Even sold my back SAPS and FAPA mailings as a start for a convention fund.

Buz and £linor were taking a train and the suggested it would be fun to travel
togethor and have that extra two days together, I agreed and it sounded even
bottor whaen they decided we go early so the three of us could join Boyd, Phyllis
and Curt Janke at a pre-con party at the Grennolls. For a whilo thero wore plans
all over the place, Joo and Juanita Srocn might take the same traine..it sounded
good,

Buz and Elinor got their reservations in early and kept after me to get my
reservation, I still wasn't sure of going and wanted to stall till I had a better
1dea, Finally a month before the convention I got an airmail letter from Buz
saving the Greens had tried to get a reservwation but everything was booked up and
I better try to get a reservation guick. It was too late here but then things
started rolling, Jim and Doreen Wbeert, along with other Seattle fans, seem to
watch cut for me, so they wrote saying there'd be room in their car if I wanted to
go with them. One of my problems was a room reservation, I couldn‘t afford te
get one by myself and hated to involve scme other fan in plans that might easily
fall throu 8 Doreen and Jim had taken care of that...they'd asked the Wallys,
Weber and Yonser if they'd teke me as a room mate, and that was settled. Naturally
I wrote back immediately accepting with thanks,

From then on letters wers pretty regular, Conventlon fever had hit and any
time you'd write, or any time you'd get mail something new would come upe Day
after hearing from Doresn and Jim I got letters from Buz and Joe “reen, The
Greens had decided to drive to Chicago and since they did not know my address,
had phoned the "usbys twiece to talk 1t over and ask if I'd care to ride with them.
That was nice for Joe and Juanita are wonderful people and I wrote telling them I
had already acceptad a ride with the Seattle crew, but I 'd 1ike a rain chack in
case the seattle group felt it might be too crowded,

I was still doing harvest work and hoping to get things done., M2de one trip te
Fargo to got some clothes and to locate g hotel that would be easy for them to find
whon they picked me upe I think Yad thought I was nuts for I drove out the High-
way and came through Fargo several times just to make surc I could give the exact
location of the hotel and how it could be found in the middle of the night with
no trcublac,
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Work was still going on and while cverything could be donc if things went
right, on a farm you can usually dopend on things to go wrong, Wo harvested all
tho crop that would ripen before the convention and the only "must" job was baling
and hauling in the straw, This was a must bscause this has becon a rainy yocar and
onc heavy rain on straw can ruin it., Ve got it baled and then hauled it in. It
was gotting to the point where any rain, even a light onc that would not hurt the
straw, would still delay things till past tho time when the Scattle caro would
gct herc so I was getting pretty enxious. BAs s result we put up strew faster than
anyone weuld beleives, We barrowed a bale elevator that 1lifted the bales up into
the hay mow, I was in the 1loft carrying them back-~ a 70 foot carry to start
with - and piling them 6 high. Dad was taking them off the load and sending them
up as fast as the bale elevator could take them, and couldn't understand how I
vas able to keep upe If he'd been upstairs ho'd have understocd. Take a bale
in each hand and run both ways and ycu can keep up pretty well, s a rosult we
got the 700 bales in in a 1little over a day, but I'd bec wringing wet by the

time we had a load unloaded and than would cool dewn taking the tractor and trailer
back out to the field for another load,

By doing this, work was cleared away for going, but I dovelopaq a casg of the
flu, and timo kept stomping ons Latost report was the c¢ar would hit Fargo about
midnight Thursday, I was dgspcrately Ropoing to feel woll oncurh to éo but having
a hard time recoupcrating because I had to help on various jobs, cdnesday
T intended to help with minor chores and spend the bulk of the day in beds So I
helnad with this and that and finally got to lay down for 45 minutes before going
cut for evening milking., Thursday I felt better, but in the morning got a call °
from Jim saying they had been delayed and wouldn't be in fargo %ill arcund noon
Friday. This was a help for while I felt better, if they had come at the scheduled
time I would nct have gong., Friday morning I felt good, did chores and came in
to clean up. Just got one foot over into the tub when the phone range....8 am and
hera was Jimg..""e made up time, get dcwn here as fast as you can,”" Fargo is
43 miles, but I bathed, finished packing, stopped in Hunter to cash a check and
was at the meeting place by 9:15 am,

4 couple of fannes claim to be witches and Doreen has handled some of my
witeheratt, ovon though as a witch sho's inclined to overdo things, Last yecar I
wanted somu dry woather and we got a drouth, This year I askod for rain and we
got drowned out to a point whero vart of this county was declarcd a disster arca.
Shc nay not have baen doing any conscious witching -for this trip, but it did work
out in my favor, Thoy had startced out from Scattlc in 2 ¥tation=wagon thay were
driving east for a fellow, 4 couple of hundred miles out the car broke down but
Gonser caught a plane back to “eattle, got new tires put on his car, drove the
car back to the break-down voint at a speed thst could have been only slightly less
than that of ths planc, and thoy arrived in Fargo only 8 hours bghind schodule,
But thosc 8 hours made the differancc betwoen my going and not going.

Jim, Doroon, Gonser and “ebor are fun to travel with, Thay had this deal going
that holped pass the timo and indircetly helped kcev the driver awake, It scems
there'!s 2 game that might be crlled "Picking on “ebor™ and it has various basic
rulos, the main cne being that some type of Chinose Torture is applied to Wally,
and Wally must suffer, This time 1t was counting bridges and the way I got it,
averyone tried to keep track of the number of briages they crossed and Welly would
try to evade, Onoe bridgo wouldn't bother Wally, but one after another woars him
down and Chicago hnd him specchless, Don't think he didn't put up & fight for
there were arguements and much defining before some bridges were accepted. When I
first got intc the car I saw that things were manifestly unfair for it was always
3 to 1 against Wally, This naturslly brought out my good side and I refused to
sutonatically rule against Welly just because he was outnumbsreds To be perfectly
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fair I'd side with the majority only three times out of four, and to be systematic,
would rule three times against Wally and then once for him, Wally, the sly one soon
caught on and would ask for opinilon on three minor matters he'd not mind losing in
order to get my backing on some major matter., If I wasn't a man of sterling qual-
ity and fairness, thigberfidity would have turned me against him,

Sonehow the trip didp't get long till we got to 0hicago. Then wa seemed to
drive almost as long in Chicago as woe had petting there, but when we got to the
Pick-Congress it seemed So natural I forgot to think it a dream.

We were unloading the car whon another car pulled up behind us. A follow got
out and immediately I started "recognizing people™ for it looked like Gene Kujawa,
I crouched a littlo to see if Betty was in the car, but she wasn!t and I didn't
rocognize tho other two couples so it seemed another case of secing someone who
remindod you of someono you expected to sees It happenod again when tho other
couples got out of the cars. I told Doreem, "thai one iookslike Andy Main.” and
she said, "It ig #ndy Main." Andy was with a cute round-eyed girl he saemed quite
fond of and who scemed quite fond of hime, He inwoducod her as #~dis, said she was
nice and then tne-oduced me as boing "a good mant. 8ao immediately askaed why he
introduced everyone eise as being a good man, tut Gidén't iniroduce her that way,
Andy and I thoughs a minuzte and decided it was because she wasn't a good mae: and
wouldn'%t “e de¢scribed that way and we must have btean rigas for I never heard anyone
6lse describe her ac a good man. 4ndy was & sort of anigma at this converniion,
Last=yearhe was around much of the %ime and I enjoyed his compauy. This year I
wasn bt sure if he was attending the convention or not and in fact got the idea he
was living in L'hicaga and dropping in at the convention only now and then. I'm
still not sure he really attended the convention.

The two Wallys and I shared a room which was rather large, with an antique
bathroom and twin beds. %We ordered a roll-away., After the trip we wanted to
shower so Gonser went first, He got through well enough but did remark mildly
that 1t was slipvery, WWebor was not going out that night so said I could be nexte.
I cot into the shower and immediately got out though not on purpese. I% wag
slinpery, my feet shot out from under me and if I hadn't grabbed the shower curtain
I1*d have had a bad fall. fis it was I ripped some of the hangers out of %ihe curiaine
That shower was finishod in a erouching and kneeling vosition, and Weber somehow
dacided ha'd profer a tub bath, Later I lesrned tr handle this shower, but I
lived dangerously.

They hadn't brought up the roll-away and Gonser and I felt wo should do a
little fan mcoting before going to beds “ea went down to the lobby and ran inte
our second fan-..Jack Harness. He rccognized Ycnser but I had to introduce myself
though we had met at “eattle., He explained I didn t stand out enough. which is
a good enough rcason. I askod if he'd scen Buz and “linors and he said Buz was a8t
a party in Mallardi‘'s room so hally and I went up therg. This is the second
Mellerdi party I've attended and it was just like last year...full, necisy and
enjoyablo. Some day I want to get to know Bill bettor,

Buz was at the party logking almost as he had when I'd last seen him, only
more wotbly. 2Znd hell, let s face it, from now on this report will be even mors
fragmentary, will leave out a great deal I enjoyed, will miss people I was espec-
1ally happy to see, and will have to skip the topic of most conversations. There
was just tco much to remember and it is too easy to lose the landmarks. A convent-
icn has no days and at best meals are e: comma, sleep is a pericd and I'm not sure
is the conveontion is a paragraph or a page.

Buz teld me the man I had thought to be Gene Kujaswa wag Gene and that he had
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just come back from picking up Avram and Mrs. Davidson. It was around 3 am, teo
lata to take a chance on calling Betty and Gene and I think Buz said Flinor was in
bed so I saved them for the next day. I did get aquainted with Dick “chultz, a
nice follow who offered to do a cover for my SAPSzine and then Bill Donaho came
over, Bill and I got off to an auspicious start., He was complimenting me on
something, but may have been sufforing from high-proof blood for ha realized
he'd said it in a way that could be taken as less than complimentary if you leancd
2 bit, and he got a little tangled trying to straighten thatbut. To be helpful
I comnlimonted him on Habbakuk and ‘hoped it would win a Hugo this year, Heo
axplained it wasn't up for a Hugo this year and I got to look confusede I have
an cxcuse for my mistoks, but 1t -isn't a vary good one, Thathonaho, it is easy
to sec why ho is so well liked. Bill introducad me to Danny “urran, and I think I
talked to Jim Caughian and it was 4 am and that seemed to be enough for the night,
"eber in typically Webaer fashion had taken the roll-away and making a note to
stake my claim to it in the future, I crawled into one of the twin-beds and slept
scundly till perhaps 7:30 am, That was the worws case of oversleeping in years.

It tonk a little while to get ready to go out and by that time ﬂeber, who
had slept for hours, decided to get up, and we went down to the convention hall,
Even at that relatively early time thers were fans around and the hucksters were
out early setting their snares. This was good for I was sblo to meet ar 'old friend,
SAPS rival and opponent in SAPS elections in his natural habitat...behinrd a
salection of stf goodies that even had a hardened old ex-~"olloctor like me inter-
asted. I've known Howard Devore for at least a drzen years and he's been one of
my favorite people all that timee We used to be on opposite sides in most the o0ld
hard fought SAPS electlions, and in part I took the other side so I could bast
admire the tricky Machiavellian foot-work of the guye Lately we've both helped
kecp cach other active in SAPS, because we have the two longest strings of
eaonsecvutive mailingshit in the organization, Howard can't miss a mailing as
long g8 the hove of my missing one and giving him a chance for the record remains,
I can t miss a mailing because then he'd be able to pass my mark and if he did, might
carry out his threat to drop SAPS or start hitting more irregularly, Now that I've
met Howard and lesrned he actually is all I thought he was and mors, I'll work
oven harder to keep him around.

After a short talk with Yovore, VWieber and I decided we were hungry and for
some reason decided to look elswhere for feed. I think we were a bit leery of
the prices and food in the Pick Uongress and perhaps just wanted to explore. We
waent out the front of the hotel; turned left and went arcund the block to Wpbash
hvenue and just past the corner found a little snack bar that was clean, reassnable
in its prices and had good food, I made up my mind to eat there fairly often
during the con and actually ate thers once more, a few hours later in a lunch with
Buz and “ick Schultz, But at broakfast time no other fans had discovered it,
either that or no other fans were uo. Come to think of it somo were up for the
NFFF Brecakfast was duc to start any time so after eating Wally and I wont down to
tho YMCA, ostensibly to leook in on the NFFF Breakfast, but actually to give us a
chanca to windowshop at the advertising displays in the girly show places that
lined tho oppuside side of the strrot. It struck m: as odd that the YMCA was
flanked by joint after joint advertisifng undraped womens Odd but convanient,’
Wally and I btoth made plans to visit one of the joints but it was just bluffy

lsanwhile back at the hotel fans were comming to life. Even Gonser was awaks
and gona. Conse at least, Down to the convention lobby egain and I think ths first
person I met was Bob Tuckar, e immediztely asked 1f I'd met Phyllis Economou yet,
and reminded me shse'd nromised to pay so much attention to me that she’d walk into
& door, and r.iits.nsed that I make her keep her word., It seemedliks a good idea
to mes Bob is a fannish legend who is still legend efter meeting hinm,
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Seon after I met Dean and Jean Grennell for the first time, Both were familiar
from tapes, letters, éhis zines and both looked as I thought they woulds Evidently
they thought I looked as they'd imegined for Dean said, "Yep, six feet tall and
built like a gorrilla, " 1I'm glad he said that for & few minutes later I met
Larry and Noreen Shaw and Noreen ssid I didn't look anyhting like she thought I
would.,.that I looked like a miniater who was trying to seem like one of the boys
by playing baseball, After that T had to go to Dean for reassurance and he told me
that 1 dig lock six feet tall and built like a gorilla and thon seeing I was still
shaken, invited me to come to his room while he put rew film in his camera, Dean
had brought along a small arscnal and was set for survival, #mong other things he
took a picture of 1o aiming a small rovolver and was taken by the way I oxtondod
my pinky. I know Gan but that is the way I have to shoot, I necd a reclaxed grip.

Down at the convention lobby fans started arriving toc fast to rememper them
all...v.al%er %Willis and Madeleine, quiet spoken and a pleasure to talk to, Martin
Alger ané another old friend, ¥red Remus, 0dily enough I had trouble talking to
a fow old friends. #iger seemed more shy than I *hought he d be and that always
reachs or. my ouwn shyness. Still it can't be entirely that and I think a lot of
my troubla the first day of a conventlon, or any time at a convention is I am
unah..a to get Lato or hold a good conveissation while standing up. At a convention,
stdnding wcaveregtations sre so imvermenent, - You start to talk and before the
conversacien gets roliing you’ve senerated and perhaps never see each other again,
The first day of the convention you are so busy meecting people you just don't
st2-1 still long conough to d¢ much more than say hello,..and the other person
secms to bo irifting as much. So before the convention opened I drifted by a
numktsr of people including Yhuck Harsein, Lee Hoffman who looked lovely but diff-
ereny, and a ccunle dozen more who will not feel snubbed by my not mentioning them
because they won't remember when they met me either,

One meeting I remember happened as I was waiting for the elevator., Bruce
Pelz and ° Dave McDanials, who was once Ted Johnstone, said hello and Bruce
‘introduced me to the newest member of SAPS, The newest member of SAPS 1is 8 very
pretty girl nemed Dian irard but I hardly got to notice that before the elevator
cama, 80 Dian and I didn't get very woell aguainted during the convention, though
ve smiled when passing each others

Comming down again the elevator was crowded with strange fans till Karen
Anderson got on. I immediatcly tcld her it was collection time and collocted the
interest on a debt, (Karen I may nct get to the noxt fow conventions so remomber
the accrued intcrest whon we do got to one again.)Wiping off lipstick I got off
at the convention lobby, went into the hall for the opening of tho conventicn and
sav Botly Kujawa and Blinor Busby sitting together. That was nice and gave me two
more different shades of lipstick to wipe off and somechow the convention was getting
roally interosting, I sat down with Betty and lincr and we werelgettlng reaquainted
whaen I vaguely heard Devore saying "Betty Kujawa", I guessed she d been intriduced
and told her to stand up. Sho didn't understand why and finally Elinor{or Buz,
who avor was sitting next to her)and I virtually forced her to her fect and sat
back to watch the surprised exprossion on her face when she heard the applause.
Must be ego-booish, first time at a convention as a known fan, and then being the
first fan introduced, Devorse did a good job on the fan introductions; mine was
espacially balm tc my ego.

The introductions were soon over and we started cut, but I waited for Phyllis
Economou, who smiled and shook hands. Oh well, any convention does have moments
that are not quite as interesting as they could be,

The convention was slow in getting started and people kept standing around in
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small groups trying to talk against the uproar. I'd run into Ted White, Jim .
0'Meara, Eney, Kemp and others and would say a few words snd then drift on, Elinor
and I went to the art show and shortly after stopped in at the Park Veiw rohm where
they were getting ready for the reception for Walt, Medeleine and Ethel Lindsay,
I think this is where I met “thel and she had ahello to deliver to me from Ella
Parker, I like these United Kingdom imports we get for conventions, I've met
five and I'm impressed,

Later the crowd started arriving for the reception and the three of them were
cornersd and talked to, A number of us were trying to talk in another corner of
the room, but if you got closc enough to hear what anyone was saying you risked
gotting your ear bitten, Earlier when Buz and I were commling back from lunch
wold discovered a placo jusyhff the osculators that leoked finc for a small
gathoring...a long couch and a number of chairs and sturdy sit-on-ablc coffce
tablz, 1 tricd to get pecple to move thore; Ted Whita thought it a good idea and
finally by using somo physical force Ted and I got them moving that way, Tho
groun chanced but at one timo or another it included Tod White, Howard Devore, Buz,
Elinos, Fhyllis, Sally Kidd mmd me as a starting group and then a rovolving group

including the Shaws, Andy Mzin and his girl, Boyd, Eney and I beleive, Arthur
Economou,

For me this was the real boginning of thec convention and tha talk s tarted with
g discussion botwecn Ted and Dovors dwelling mainly on the reason why Devore had
not introduccd Tod among tho fan notablase From there the talk went to SAPS
olections, to Fapa, to Ompa and polnts connecteds I rcally cnjoyed thise

Thatovening the Kujawas had invitoed Boyd, the Eeonomous and mo to dinner and
putting on a coat and tie I met the rest in tho lobby. It was quitc a complimont
%o the company I'd koop se.for a coat and tiee..I think it is bad cnough I had to
wear shous. We ate at tha noyal Sent and the meal wes wonder 'ul, but as usual at
the convantion vnly a sidelight to tho conversation. Phyliis hod to miss it for she
had to eat and run to make 1t to the fan panel., This panel was one of the faw
itens on the program I wanted to sse, but I'm afraid I snjoyed the time too much
to be sorry about missing it,

For personal reasons I wasn't drinking anything stronger than Ginger-ale but
Betty sat on my left and worked on a quart of Champagne, My job was %o pour and
I world have beon just as well off drinking because the fumes from the bottle as I
passed .it under my nose were enough to get me going. Finally I took a glass myself
to help her finish it and becauss my erm was getting tired from the pouring. After
that I drovped the bottle,

1

Saecms I hnvag't mentiond Gene Kujawa, He s a heck of a nice guy and more of a
fan type than ho d admit.(for me calling someone a fan type is a complimont.)
Arthur Economou is another interesting and likable man,

From the dinner we went to the bar and later ended up at the costumec ball. On
the way cut of thc ber Phyllis nearly ran into the door while talking to me and I
allowed that as sutficient, Betty was trying to meet her o0ld CRY opponent Wally
Weber and Wally scmehow hadn't been asvailable, It was getting ridiculous so
Doreen and I dacided to find him and enjoy watching the meetinge I'm not sure
what plans Betty hed, but I did feel kWally might have some reason for worry if he
felt like worrying, Yally didn t show up so I suggested to Betty she place harsalf
in ambush by the door and I'd get Wally. I did find him, suggested we go down to
sag how little mdierial therc was ir some of the costumes, He seemsd to like the
idea and we took thce Esculator down to the main floor then started the long walk
down thao halls Just hafore we got there I noticed I was all aleone, That Wally is
really warys, I looked all over for him but didn't find him, but later Dorcon said
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sho'd found him andlured him into the bar(last place to oxpcct to find Weally)and
Petty found him there,

Costume ball, I thought it good but so crowded I didnlt get to see much of it.
Noisy too, Pavlat and Bill Evens were going to their suite to set up for tha IC
Party so I tngged along and made myself a little useful. Whon wo sat down to relax
and wnlt for tha throng ‘we got a chance to talk and they started talking about
Blanchard in '66, This was a gag in my SAPSzine..I said I wanted the convention
in '66 and offered such inducements as a large one room quonset as the total
fan mecting and sleceping placs, and alco offering tho fact that Blanchard hes 2
bar which is not allowed to qervo food apd no restraunt so no ono would have to
wnste time in enting, Bob and Pill didn 't think Blanchard was much for a convantion
but they acted as though Fargo would bo fine and acted too scricus for ma so I
loft as fast as my horrified 1littlc legs could carry me, Just got down to watch
somo twisting, decidod a dance at a convention is a waste though some is fun to
wateh for a while, VWandering on I met Phyllis in the hall and we docidad to go
to the DC Party, Insida Bob Tucker got the two of into the inner room of the
DC Suitu for the stert of what wns a sani-nrivato party, This was a good convention
typo affgir with good company and Tucker in fiem. T relented and had a few drinks
and didn t secm hothercd in my usual way. A drink or twoofton inhibits mo rather
than ruiaxos me, Later P11l Evens come back witn a fifth of Scoteh and they started
a game that somehow included uwe, Ivery time Tucker took a drink, Evans took a
drink, passed the bottle to me, I had to tuke a drink and pass the bottle to Jim
Gaughran or Phyllis whoe.es It nmade the rounds quite regularly,

About thée time the parties in the other rooms of the suite were beginning to
aniet dcwn Kemp brought in a reporter from Life Magazine, saying he wanted to show
hin n real f=n orgy, 2 woman on a bed surrounded by seven men, Ed Woods was there
end holved things along by asking Phyllis where her husband was, and from then on
it was =zn attomnt to exnlain fans and fandom to this fellows Tucker has the right
idea, he kept trying to give the reporter a drink, Saying that the only way wae'd
gct a good report would ba to gat him so drunk he couldn't rcmember a thing when
ha wrote his story., But Bill, Phyllis and Ben Stark tried to oxplain fandom and
fans and did such a gocd job that for a while I thought I might even lesrn cnough
tc snswor tho next timo somcone asked me, After a while I started getting confused
and Peﬂldes I wanted to ses of the Busbys, Boyd and the Kujawas had gotten to
Bovd s room yet. I knew Phyllis might be interested in going along and thought of
aQKlnp her but sha was enjoying herself too much for me to butt in,

At Boyd's room therse was a small somewhat glum party, It seems they had all
the inpr-dients of a good party excent for ice and Gens was down after that, When
he came back with the ice the party unglummed, The group was small; Boyd, Elinor,
Buz, Betty, Gene, Dcnaho and me, Here tco the non-drinking Ballard took scotch
and inspite of my legs workihg oddly because they wure cramped, it was noticable
that the company scemed to counteract any affect cf alcohol, I mostly talked to
Botty at this party but it was getting late and shae left soon, I was gettng
tired too for 1t was after 4 am and I can 'y stay up late like the others, Yo
shortly after Betty left I got up and szid good night. 4s I got to the door, Gene
said, "You botter be out of the room whun I got thcro." This startled me for a bit,
but I remembered somnthing he'd said to shock Emilo “reenleaf so I said, "B-B-But
you said you were guing to lond Botty to me for the convention." Gene nodded and
said, "Yes I djd, but I want to be able to go right to skecp when I got thero."

this time I 4 recovered sc I tcld him, "Stert whistling lcud whon you get off
the oleovator and I won't be there when you arrive,

I got to the elevator before thinking I shculd go back, stick my head in the
door and ask, "By the way, what is your room number,"
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Sunday I wakensd before & am and while getting raady to go out, talked with
Webar. .He was going to get up sometime and was saying he wanted to take the IQ
test bacause for years he'd been saying his I{ was less than other fans and now
he'd be able to prove it. I told him I was sure he'd find he had an above average
fan IQ, but he seemed unimpressed.

Breakfast at a little diner around a a few corners with Yevore, Back at the
convention #linor asked if I'd eaten, Elinor seesmed a little out of phase and
didn't feel hungry when the rest of us did and then got her appetite working about
tho time tho rest of us had just gotten back from a meal, It was just the way
things worked but I think she almost developed feelings of rejection because of it.

Sunday morning was just talk, Elinor at the 4rt Show, Betty thare later to
show mo an #tom, picture she wanted to gete A littlo talk with Bjo and a little
more with John ‘rimble, John wanted my vote tc go to Ualifornia in the FAPA
glection, but I had to tell him my votes had been promised long before. Bruce
Pelz did some campagning, stating his record as $APS OE which is a good point. I
kept telling him he was so good in SAPS I was goihg to vote against him in FAPA in
hope it would sour him on FAPA enough that he d continue to concentrate most his
efforts in SAP3, 4ctually I had promised my vote to the Busby, “arner, “hite
slate and had told Pelz if they cancelled out I'd vote for him and I kept that
promiss, But I'1l be darned if I'll pass up a small needle by telling him in
advanca,

There was a Fapa meeting slated for 11:30 am and Ted White and I were there on
the dote No ona else was and it looked as though we lmd the wrong room number so
we went back down to the fan hall lobby, and found Tucker who was ready to go
uo to the meeting, We went up, found a few more around a locked door and started
down when we ran inte a mob including Marion Pralley, in whose room the meeting
was to be held, There wore only abeut half tho attending mombers werg thore, for
not all membors knew of the meetinge I'd told Bjo and John and thought they'd tell
thoe rost of the LA fon, Others wore forgotten and a few couldn't make ite But
at tha moeting wera: Karen anderson, Ballard, FM & E Busby, Marion Bradley, Caughran
the Youlsons, Phyllis, “nay; the Yrcnnells, Lee Hoffman, Raeburn, Triiatle,; Tucker
and Whitc, Coffee was ordered, Merion opcned the meeting, it was quickly learned
that the only items of censor weuld be farcial, and Bill FEvans was citod for various
nef-ricus things, some of which he may have actually done(or didn‘s do) Jim
Caughran wrotc up thc "eitation" and overyone signed it..including Bill later on.

. After that things bocame more scrious and there was a lot of discussion on Fapa
probleoms and a couple petitions were formulated and circulated, I agreed with them
and signod them but can't remembornow oxactly what they werce I do remomber sitting
botween Elinor and Lece Hoffman who were tglking about some fan who scems hard for
them to undorstond. Elinor said, "Hs isn t lika Yrai, you can know how %rai thinks."
I blushed and Les said, ™irai can be trusted, you mean?" and I quickly de¥ad
her to trust mes Trouble is she probably would and probably could, darn it. Karen
called me over and sang a couple Vverses from a SAPS song that has a great deal of
possibility. Be interesting to see it completed...a sort of Sapsish Fable for
critics,..more a fable for critics of fables.

Meating adjourned soon after end Boyd, Ted, Phyllis, Trimble and I went down to
lunch at the coffee shop, More chit-chat and as usual it was a highly enjoyable
period and I can't remember details. While we were eating Betty Kujawa joined us.
When talking of the convention and in making plans a number of us insisted we were
not going to the banquet. Heasons were varied, but one of minc was a distaste for
being forced to don a coat and ties One by one the others, Buz, betty, ete., gave
in, but I remaincd stalwart to the last, I told Betty the rcason I wasn't going was
because I intended to use the time in seducing some unwary young fanne who was not
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going to the banquet, I claiméd it an oportune tima,..both my reom-mates would be
gong and the fanne would be feeling scrry for herself becauss she was alone, and
quite ready for sympathy. I made a convincing case, and maybe too convineing for
Just before the convention Botty said sho'd gotten a ticket for an old friend,
Stove Bonedict, and since “teve had found ho couldn't meke it she'd 1liko mo: to
have the ticket, It was qulite a choicec..the fan bangueot or a seduction but
naturally to & fan thorc was only onc cholce., I accepted the tickot, Betty gave
it to me at this lunch and then talked a little and finally we got up and left
and as seemed to happen quite regularly scattered once we got out, all going %9
our rorms and trusting to fate to bring us together again, It was settled that
the bconomous, the Kujewas, Boyd and I would sit together at the banquet and wae
vare to mest in the bar ashead of time,

Bar time came and I went down thers. - Since neither Arthur Economou nor I
really cared for a drink someons suggested the two of us try to locats and hold
down a good banguet tables We went to the banguet room and sort of played Chinese
Checkers with tables, Grab a fairly good one and then I'd hold it while hethur
scouted a table or two over, If that was open he'd hold it and Ifd scout a better
one. Then ha'd move un and finally wa got a table that was the ehuel to most of
the resarved tablaes,” There wes rcom for a couple mora paovle, one fellow was
already thare, our narty held six snd there was room for ten. A very pretiy girl
in a blue Araess cams by locking et tables and I girl watched but #rthur immediately
invited her to join us., Shs smiled and said she was already with a varty; but at
that moment I knew for certain Arthur Economou was of superior clay, I felt I
should grow a moustachs and clip if short.

A little later the mst of the groun arrived. rPhyllis was carrying a light
jackot over har arm and when_ﬁfthur got up to greet her he reached for her arm, but
sha Aod3ed end lifted the jacket to show she was carrying a large drink hidden
uniar it, She'd carried it from the bar for Gene who had foresesn a long dry
period without an ocasis in sight.

Ths banquet was good and the conversation with Phyllis who sat next to me was.
better, but the crowded room and a coat end tie didn't ge together so well so well
sn shortly after ths speaches started I excused myself and headed for more opan
air, on tho way out passing an unwary young fanne who had not attended the banguot.
Sighing for what might have been I went outside and walked asround the block a
coupls times, filling my lungs with air even more stuffy than in the banquet hall,
Finally I camae back inside and rcamed the corridors for a while and there the air
vas bhearabla. . Geing to my roen and snlashing cold water in my face made me
feel up to the banguet hall again, The talks were nearly over., FPhyllis said I
had missed Sturgeon talking about fans, but I did sec the praesentations of the
Hugos and the awarding of door prizes. This year I didn't'win any which was fine

bocause waiting for door prizos is terriblc(%ally this is my annual dig.)

Once again after the banquet we scattered and I went up and got rid.of my coat
and tie. Down again, I met Phyllis and we went to the Webberts whare some of the
Beattle greup had a party., Thie was another quiet party. I remember talking to
tho Webberts and Trimbles, and somo with Gonsor, but Phyllis and .l left fairly soon
and went to the Shaw/Lupoff party. .Tha bed room of the suité was erowded. I looked
to sce if Beotty was there and she was the center of a tightly packed groups When
I came in thoy were talking of the htom “ntholegy and Dick Lupoff saw me and asked,
Wihat did you think of his portraylng you as a phallic symbol?" I drew myself up
proudly and said, "I feecl he eapturcd the rcal me." and went-out into tho sitting
room where FPhyllis and I found a place to sit and talk, Onc subject of talk was
THFF winners and how people arc 8o afraid of monopolising them or pushing themseclvas
on thom, that at times the "import" is lonosomo and laeft too much alonse Whilg
wo wero talking Walter Willis was more or less wardering around the room by himself
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and finally camec over for a long and very intre sting talk,

While we were there Gene Kujawa came out and asked if I!d check with the Ford
party in 868, Betty and Ethel wanted to go there, but they first wanted to know
how crowded it was. I was willing so I went there, knocked on the door and it
opencd a crack and a head stuck out and looked at mec rather doubtfully., I asked if
T conld come in...the head mumbled a little and then Don Ford asked who it was and
tha head said "iral Ballard." and Don said, Mirai Ballard comecs in," It scemed a
vory nice thing %o s&ye..not so much what ho said, but how he said it, I noticed
the room was very crowded, talked to the only two people I recognized, Don and
Devore and then called to repert., Betty answered and said they'd be down later
for somgone they wanted to see had just come in. Shortly I went back to the Lupoff
partye. Phyllis had saved a place for me so I sat down and got right back into the
conversation, This time we were in ancther corner and the talk was with Madeliene
Willis, Walt Willis and later Bill 1)onaho, and for me with Danny Curran and Jim
O'ifeara, Jim tcld me about the IG tosts, what the average had been and then offered
to let me take a tost by myself, Somehow I felt I'd just as soon not know,

and Betty

The crowd was dwindling. Elinor/came out of the other room and staggered for
the door. I was starting to dwinile ton and Phyllis and Deonaho were delving into
the Doraho and his motivations which was interesting, but at 4230 am not enough tg
kcep me awaka. When Phyllis said “wha knows where they are going?" I stood up and
said, "I do." and went, It had been a good day and.was & good time to end it.

Dewn to the ground floor for the switch in elevators and as I started into mine
& group of five or six drunks came along. None were wearing fan tegs and all were
too 0ld for the Catholic group. They were looking for some room in the othar
tower. but were part way up when they started arguing about it, The biggest and
drunkest fellow was promising to beat up the smallest fellow. Finally thay s tarted
tn throw the emergancy stop switch, switched off the power, pressed the alarm
button and raised a general rumpus. Somehow we stalled at the 7th floor with the
door open and I decided to get cut before the management showed up and consldered
me a part of the mob, I pushed my way through, the big mouthed one was instltad
and s81d, "I sunpos¢ you're too good for us." and either grabbed at me or took a
swirg at me and eithor I fended him off to violantly or ho lost his balanco for
he sprawled cut into the hell and I stopped over his legs and went around to the
stairs. Thay ware still arguinz and fighting as I climbsed up, A couple floors
higher I saw a girl waiting for the elevator. Otopped and told her the elovator
was stalled by a grouo of drunks; and that she wouldn't want to be in that elevator
if they did come arounds She thankecme and started down the stairs, A gentleman
would have escorted her at least past the stalled elevetor, but close to 5 am,
after climbing some stairs alresdy, I am not a gentleman,

Monday I decided to get sn “linor schedule so instead of a breakfast I had
coffee and orange julce. It was a waste and as & raesult I went the whnle day with-
out eating mors for Elinor hal gotten on fan schedule and by getting on Elinor
schadule I was out of phasae with everyone else, This was another day of talk. 4
fow stund out, one being a fairly long talk with Don Fordes Until now I hadn't
really considered :1.b or convention fans as real fans, but if Don Ford is any
sort of representative my mind is changed and if he wants to run for Taff again
he'd have & good chance of getting my votes I like that guy. He was explaining

closed door parties end giving the reascns and I can see his points, not that I'll
go into them hcra.

Spcaking of parties, there were very few, I'm surnrised to learn. I knew of
a few cach night and thoughttherc were many I did not know about, but from reports
those few were -almost all there weres Ons night a fellow I personally like stoppad
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me in the hall and said, Mirai, you sre in the know..where are the parties?" I
stutterod a bit in telling him I know of three parties but two waere very closed
door affsirs and the othor semi-closcd. He may very well have thought I was
evading, but of the parties, one was extremely closed, being more of a small gather-
ing of pretty close friends, I had gotten the impression the second was pretty
much an "by invitation only" thing and I did tell him about the thirde Later I
did learn of a couple more parties, but that was much later, “hat the hell canyou
do in a case like that?

]

I hadn't spsnt as much time with Betty as I'd like so I callsd their room and
found they were planning to leave in the early afternoon, Seems she thought the
convention was over when the program was over and didn't know about the last night,
I'd taken it for granted she knew the last night was usually the best one and
would stay for it., At least she did come down and ws got to talk for an hour or
more with cach other and others, particularly Ethel Lindsay and Mike McQuown. Damn
I was sorry %o see her and Gene go. They fit in so well end secmed to be having
such a good time,

Wally Gonser was going to Detroit to vick up a new car to drive back to Seattle
and was planning to get back the next day, When Gene heard of this he invited me
to go hpre with them, stay over and have Wally pick me up on his way back, It
would have bgen enjoysble, but I'd slready made plans and I honestly think Betty
was too tired for compayy.

Rest of the day followed a pattern, I was talking to Eney and he pointed out
Jean Grannell sitting alone on a couch just outside the meeting hall. That was
fine with me for I got a chance for a long talk with Jean and ended sitting there
all afternoon. #phyllis came by soon and sat down, Elinor was there mucn of the
time, Buz, Poyd, Bthel, Dean, Ben Sterk...It was a good time and proved my con-
taention that the way to snjoy a ccnvention is to just sit down and talk to someone
who is too comfortable to get away. Jay Kay Klein came by to record what was
claimed as a fannish miracle, I was sitting on a couch surrounded by girls, 1In
cgsc anyone wants to know the secret of my success;along with charm, el.oguenoae
and looke, I just sit on the middle of a comfortable couch and stay there, Later
Boyd stopped and smid they were fixing it up for a dinner group. Phyllis, Elinor
and I were there and he said it would be us, Buz and the Shaws. "Coat and tis 2"

I asked, "Coat and tiec." he said and I didn'%t turn a heir, Later Buz asked me and
I said "Coat and tig" and his prctests were just as feeble. A convontion wrecks a
man's rebellicus streak,

Dinncr was at theBlackhawk. #11 I'd eaten that day was Coffee and Orange jJulce
and thcugh I folt OK, when the waiter took the order for drinks and somehow passed
me up it scemed a good thing. Bul wher 2e brought the drinks he had an cxtra
Martini waich I tnok. Boyd said that was a New Zeaiand typec thing, to take
gomethinag you had not ordered rather than be a bother, Actually it didn't make
much difforence ©> ms, I'd just as soon drink it as nol, So I drank it and it hit
my empty stouash and T falt quite desperate for a whila, Wasn't sure I could
control a kxriia &:d Jork. The waiter made a salad complete with dialog and served
it in 2 mannes the: Looked like yasrs of practice plus a large slice of hem, He
had s%~rtad adaiag anchovies, Phyllis asked him to leave them out of her portion
and asgisual 1 Foilowed blindly for I don't know about these things, Everynne
gaid no enchovies in the salad, but Boyd took soms as a side and let me take a
taste. Ugh! <he salad was so goond almost everyone filled up on it to a point whare
it was difficult to finish the rest of the meal,

The meal was good and the company made it better, I enjoyed thise The *+ .°
restraucnt was nnt stuffy like the bangust hall but the chairs were softly padded and
by the time we finished I was ready for a quick bath and a change of underwear.
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On the way back to the hotel we thought we spied Bill Donaho in a store window, but
it was just a 15 foot model of a giant bear. Lookad just like Bill,

After a quicky bath I headed for the Ford party, where the rest wers to bees.
and wers. Talked to Don and a few, then wanted to go to the Webbert party for a
whiley and since someone mentioned Ethel was still in her room I called her and
asked if sha'd care to go to the “sboert party with me...she would. There was
a small group thera...the Webberts, Wally Gonser, Wally Weber; Rosemary Hickaey,
Lu 4nn Price and a few more. Wonder of wonders, Wally Weber was holding a drink
and from the changing level, either drinking it or pouring it out when no one was
watching, This was a nice party, but 1t decided to go en masse tn the Helnlein
party. I asked Ethel and she would like to go to the Heirkein party for a while
and I didn't care to go so I suggested after a while she drop in at Boyd's room.

Back at the Cincinatti party again, Phyllis was the only one of the group
therr and having agood time s» I got to talking with a few others, particularly
Don Franscie Don 1s another casg liks Alger. A heck of a nice guy, someone I
1iko 'bus somaone who is perhaps A little shy and whose shyness(even thougn fancied)
roacts on me. S5till we were getting along when Phyilis came over and asked me if
we shculd go to Boyd's, and we loft. Don I appologiss for leaving you so abruntly,
hut wouldn't you?

Boyd's room was more full than usual...Boyd, Elinor and Buz, Donaho, Ted “hite,
Tho Silvorbergs, Luppoffs, Avranm Davidson and wife, Don and Maggie IThompson, Enay
and Andr Main who dropped in to say good bye. This was the closest to e conversat-
ion I had with fAndy. #4s a party it was fairly quiet and you could usually hsar
the perscn next to you, even though thiere were a number of conversational groups,.
This is the tima of the window incident which has besn somewhat exagmrated. at
lesst to a coupls people. The room got stuffy and Boyd opened a window, but the
wind came in with gale force, He tried to shut the window and it jammed so I
trizd to help aal was unable to force it down much further, I opened it a crack
mere, found 1t was jammed by.a chunk of the lining of the channel which had
buckled, and since there was no way to straighten out the lining, I broke off the
protruiing o:9ve sud was able to shut the window. Honest, there was still.an
entire window when I got through and anyone would have had to "fix it" the same way
unless they removed the entire window and put in a new channel liner,

Talk...ona with Elinor and Bthel that gave me a pain in the neck, Both have
soft voices and to hear them I had %o lean on an elhow which threw a strain on
my neck...8 partnershin pun concocted by Luppoff and me that I forget, and then a
long talk with Phyllis., It was a wonderful evening and over too soon frr not much
after 2 am peopla started tc say goova-bye. There was a talk of a good-oye
breakfast but I had maie previous plans, and I guess that part of the convention
had come to an and.

In the elevator going to my room I ran into Weber who said he was glad for
now he could go to bed. He had gotten an inferior :ity complex because I always
got to bed after he was asleep and usually was reaay to go out when he. awokse,
This time he said we'd get to bed and get up at the same tims since we were suoposed
to meet the “ebbaerts at 9 am and make a mussum tour.,

Yioke a little early the next morning and lsy and talked before gzetting up.
one good thing about this conventicn was getiing a chance to talk to Wally Weber,
The other times I've met him he was with a group, or else at the Jeacon where he
was too busy to light, He told me that he had scored 131 on the IQ test aad I
was able to tell him that his *°~ - was above the fan average, Wally turned from
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a modest lad inte a genius who consciously Trefrained from condscending to the
rest of us just because he was a genius, and who told us that he was consciously
refraining quite regularly. We talked of a number of thingsee.fandom, the
convention, fan feudings, our outlook on 1life and veiws on women. I can say that
Weber is not the girl shy person he pretends to be., If anything I'd say his
philosophy is, "Jomen are all right to visit, but I wouldn't want to live'with
onae" A confirmed bachelor in other words.

About 9 am we 'wers almost ready whsn we got a call from Jim Webbert saying he
end Doreen were waiting., Downstairs we werse picked up by them and then nicksd up
Payl and Ellie Turner who gulded us to the automat where I prooved by mathematies
to Yally that their advertising sign was an untruth for it wculd be mathematically
imnossible to get people in and cut as fast as they claimed for that turnover,
Inspite of his 131 IQ Wally was unable te refute me, but evidently that was because
tha lower level on which my mind works was ineomprehensible to him, In fact he
tcld me thate

From the Automat we went to the Sciance Museum where we were to meet Rosemary
dickey, That was quita = trip and for a farm boy it was quite croggling to get on
a train to go to another part of the same town. Here we walk. IMseum was fun,
bt like & ccnvention just too much all at once for me to fully digest, Two things
I cepecially likode..a 30 foot sloop which had been sailed from Poland to Chicago,
and a section of a frigate's hum showing & battery of 24 1b carronades, I.beleiva,
Tiiere ware also a few ship models and an onjoyable nickelodcon which showed
Cirnierclla, I was hoping for Bill S Hert or Buster Keaton, but this was good
tec, Thore wers also a lot of buttons we eould press and various experiements
we cculd try, One had a counle of ticycles and if you pedaled hard enough you
could win a token showing you had done a penny's vorth of worke 4n oxtremely
dacrenid lot we wars..instead of putting the indicator way over there, we elt
quite successful if we could make a noticable wiggle in the needles I enjoyed

being with this group and thet made the museum even more interesting,

Baek at the hotcl it scemed the convention wagover. There were a few in the
Lobby. Bruce Polz showed me the.contact lons he had not worn during the conventilon,
and suggested I get a pair. I get the horrops at the ideaof anything in my eye
so doubt if I coukd wear thems Bjo and John end Ron #11ik were thore and a fow,
very faow other fans wandored by.

Then thore was this one girl ] won't name since she didn't mention the incident
in her con report, She was one I d enjoyed looking at during the ccnvention, but
had hardly been more than introduced to. I was talking to another fan when she
came over and leansd against me. I naturally hugged her a little and she hugged
back, Nice. Then she snuggledup and kissed my chesk and I kissed back and she
sort of slid her mouth over and the next thing I knew ‘ally and Doreen were leading
me to the elevator and I was telling Wally, ® - - kissed me." I still don't
understand, tut I'm not asking questions., #fraid that if I did ask guestions I'd
find 1t was Doreen who was responsible, Doreen seems to enjoy getting me kissed
by some girl almost as much as I enjoy having them kiss me, and is always egging
gone girl on, Friends like that are nice to have for it does a great deal for
the ego and sceial life, -

Ugnser was in the room when we got back and we checkedout soon after and said
good-bye to Dorssn and Jim at the garage. Nice people and nice to have had the
extra timc with theme 1I'd not have made the convention without their help,

Tho convention was over though a ear with Wally and “onser is still pretty mush
a convention and I certainly hadn't left the convention mentally., We were trying to
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get out of Uhicago with Gonser driving and watching desparately for the correct
turn-off, Then I said, Mionier why Bogse didn't ceme?" and distracted him long
enough enough to miss ths turn-off and for sovme reason we couldn't find it agein
and instcad took an alternate route through lMilwaukse rather than 80 miles seuth,
It went like that and the trip homelss by alternate routes. Late in the evening
Weber was driving and he and I talked steadily for hours, going through town
after town without paying tee much attention and finally we crossed the mississe=
ioni ssme 140 miles further south than ws had intended. It was embarrmssing, Not
too muck cut cf vur way though and we finally pocned out and stopped at a motel
just outside Red Wing, Minvesota, Next day, up YFLENL/A¥d early and making a good
trip home with stops at Brainard arnd Nissawe so Gonser could visit soma relatives.
At Nissawa we stopped for lunch, 4ctnally it was dinnor now that we were back in
the wasts Traveling with the two Wallys there was only ons fitting choice for the
meal ..."vallayed Piko". They agroed on my choice and it was delicious,

Just outsido Dotroit Lnkes wo pickod up a hitch-hiker who told us of the
Disatorous rain f£all in tha Red River Valloye. Scoms the fermers woere in a bad way
bacausc of ite

Hemo late in tho aft-rnoon thon up to my room for more talke Wober ssid, "Lot's
put out a onu-shots™ and I stuck a steneil in my tycer and 1zt him put out s onc=
shot. Only way to handle somcone like thate Thay st?ycd the night and left the
naxt morning, leaving mo with my memorics and I can't sec hew any futuro convent-
ion ¢an help boing a lotedrwn sfter this, 4 number havoe griped sinee than, but
for mo it was s wondarful ccnvention nnd if I didn't mention tho pregram 1t wes
beeaus: I didn t havae time for any of ite I did acprecciats the nrogram for it
kaopt some othir wpeoplo occupicd so I could find the poople I 1lika %o soe, Large
as this convention was, thore wasn't tos much trcuble finding most the peonlc you
wentod to scc, and well, I won't name namos but I imagine the onos who rcelly nede
this a wonderful convontion for mo know who thoy ares
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Afterthots,..It is lmpossible to name 211 you enjoycd secing and in this I
find thot I've skioped fens of all dgree ineluiing timcs when I spent a very
enjoyeblc porivd, One thing appzrcent is the lack of any raoport of the big convor-
satlons at tho partics. This is natural for when tho big conversaticn was going on,
chancos aro I was at one sfds er in a cornor ip a 1littlo cenversations Easy to
oxplain, 4s I tcld “uz and &linor, I suspect I'm at my best in groups of twoe
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