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Well,lesseg, it's now 8:25 of a
Wednesday and theforward run on
the kiidwescon issue is finished..
(how-all I have to do is run  the
backsides)..this isn't typed yet,
we aren't packed yet, ond tomorr-
ow we drive directly down to .nd-
erson after work so it has to be
got together tonight.....why, ghy

do fans go thru all this...espec-

ially to pay rent of $l0 a night?

Chbhap s, s Tort dsnht twelve dol=

lars,which has been threatened,due

~--we hope=-to a mix-up on the part
of the motel....if it is twelve, I'm feored we'll stay at another motel
down therc...that kitchenette isn't worth thaot much)e....finally got a
now uscd refrigorator...cold cokes again.....,it looks sort of old....
in fact, Buck was wondering howesrly Westinghouse started making segled
Units....this one looks rather like an old icebox that someone stucx a
motor in.....but it runs, which is themain object......always before, 1
hed « hellish time finding clothes to suit my peculior tastes when each
summer rolled around.....comes summer of !57,there are codles of styles
to catch my eye, but unfortunately, this yeor it does me no good what -
SO EVEIressssssand will someone please tell me why manufacturers insist
on moking maternity clothes with large butterflies and daffodils splat-

' tered all over them?.....1'm o grect devotee of solid colors, but have
_hod remcrkobly little success in finding the SQMEsssssssand then there

was the onc clothing storc cod which advertised "maternity clothes to
malke you look bewitchingly femilnine".s....ch?.....recently saw Islend
In the Sun.....and if ever a movie needed all the various good actors
contained therein, this one was itesee...more disjointed counter plots
then I believe I've ever secn in any one movic....someone for everyone
to identily withl...providing you don't demand too much of any one actor
aseWnabt with all thosc,the individual time allotted to each was pretty
s1081le . e recently saw "Iwenty killion iiiles to Earth", too....which,
cmons the expressions of disgust elicited the response, "Why doesn 't
somsone - gnyone - out there give Ray Harryhausen a decent script-mon-
stur t0 Aanimatof....@hy, hmm?.....other animators in monster messes get
by witn just animating the monster, and usually not very welle..s..but
Harryheusen onimates evorything..the elephant that rassles 7 o @ o Y R o o
beastiie, the human victim that gets slung around, the masonary that
gets toppled....no half-way measures about this boy.s.....2lso saw The
27th Day,...1t must be awfully preachy to elicit amused groans from a
theator cudience in Worsaw,Ind., with its suburb of Winona containing
the 23lly Sunday Tabernacle among other itemsese..l'm afraid-d'm one o
the wistfully remembering Palmerites Russ Wolf mentionse..l cut my stf-
ish eye tecth on OW end it introduced me to Eric Frank Russelles...ond
cithough I don't do much but shoke my head sadly now, T Gait s PLkd g
member those desr dead days of five years or 8o 8g0..sniffleccecee..my
108t youbh, you KIOWssesssssessesaOr 4O b o AR AR A R SRR L [
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You may not realize it, but this
issue of YANDRO marks an important
liilestone in the history of fandom.

Russ Wolf's article on Palmer has
finally been printedl I don't recall
the exact number of fanzines which
he told me had accepted the article
/;uxv, \-ﬁand then folded before printing it,
. 4//7 Y Yout the list was impressive. And
jleach time, when he got it back, Rap
Mjwould have gone off on another tan-
ent, and the article would be out
f date again. I think Russ figured
that YANDRO was his last chance -- if
he had to revise that article once more it would be so long he'd have to
start submitting it to book publishers. (We had some idea of using a
photo-offset cover feaburing all the titles Rap has been connected with,
from WAKVEL TALES on, but we couldn't get the film developed fast enough
to kecp abreast of his now titles.) >

I can picture the reaction of our European readers to the snnounce-
ment, in the last issue, that theilr subs had been upped 25¢ in order to
pay for the envelopes.....Honest, if I can ever run down Ed lclulty,
I'11 get some new cnvelopes and quilt using second-hand ones =-- for awhile
anyway. But we're out, and Ed supplies them cheaper than we can get them
anywhere clse. (For that matter, the added 25¢ doesn't even cover the
extra postage, so I'm not worrying about Luropean reactions, but I do
think I can claim credit for the lamest excuse of the year.) Sudden
thaxght -- I hate fanzine editors who send me zines in envelopes com=
pletely covered with printing, so I can't re-use them, Just a small,
neat, address, fellas -- 1it's easier to cover up.

There should be a rather long lettercolumn next issue, considering
that there will be tw issues to comment on, and some controversial
material -= meaning Gem Carr =-- in this one. Just when the next 1sh will
be out, I couldn't say, with Juanita attending college next month. lom
Stratton might even edit and publish the thing =- he offered to, at
least. And with Stratton at the helm, anything can happen. (One thing
I'm sure of; there won't be many illos unless Juanita cuts them. I'm not
sbout to do all that work,)

I'm wondering if I'1ll have more or less time to spare with Juenita
gone. Slight. hopes of making inrosds on the correspondence that has
piled up while we were running these two VANDROS .« » » and maybe I can get
back to doing some work on my ICS course...l got a rather plaintive
letter from them last week, mentioning the fact that they hadn't heard

_ from me recently (sce, Jerry; you aren't the only one), I don't know

why they care -- they already have my money. Just conscientious, I guess.
his editorial is being typed before the i[idwestcon =-- we'll be pass=
ing out copies to any of our readers who attend the con, but you pecple
who get it by mail will have to wait until the clambake is over. Hor=
rible amount of driving connected with the con this year., Take Juanita
to anderson Thursday night, stay overnight there, drive back to work in
Wabash Friday morning, back to Lnderson Friday night, pilck up Juanita

and the Deileeses, and then on to Cincinnati. avaunt! R3SC




R AN i S
by—russ wolt j

Raymond &+ Palmer is a small, physlcally-handicapped man who 1o
on a farm near the small city of Amherst, wWisconsin. He 1s also a pub -
lisher, editor, writer, and even, in a dabbling way, illustrator ok
science-fantasy and psychic publications. Scilence~fantasy and related
fields have been Raymond i, Palmer's ‘business for almost thirty years;
such matters were his interest for some time before they became BES
business,

During this period he has done many things worthy of note ,many a
thin® of questionable wisdom, and a goodly number of questionable etn -
ics. Palmer seems to operate in an almost continuous state of crisis ,
but if ever a supercrisis can be said to arise in the midst of an ordi-
narycrldligy «PalmertiBces ohe npws

When Hugo Gernsback founded &MAZING STORIES in 1926, beginning the
flow of approximately one hundred titles which have constituted science
fantosy as we know it today, one of his first readers was o youngster

| l“c“f«f’:‘:fv‘,:&;zg" ] naned Raymond Palmer, Like so many
t e R T O S - ; . e
O I T ARSI Iy | OThers oung Palmer had cut his
AR e SRR NN O g 2 " y 3
55 o ¢ye teeth on the imaginative works

of such men as Jules Vernse, Edgor
&lien Poe, and H,G. WeilsyBul “~such
ontastiich S kefionhad vbeen aveil =
cble onlyas it appeared in bits or
snatches throughout the general
publishing worid., Now, & mtgazine
was published dealing exclusively
in science-fiction,as: publisher =
eidtor-author Gerrsback christened
this perticular brand of off- trail
story.

Palmer and others,mostly adole -
scents and young men, were quick to
flock to Gernsback's wiiiZING, and
to the WOWNDER mogazires he publish-
ed ~fter selling AlLZING at the boe=
ginning of the deprecssian.

Those early readcrs quickly bo=
camc the first science-fiction fan-
‘dom, and many of them also began to
write professionally, Palmer's ear-
1y works included stories like "The
1 Time=Ray of Jandra"(WONDER STORIES,
e 1 June 1930), & tale of Wowrld War II.

o e
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Palmer was also involwved in .the early
foan megozines, FANTASY MAGAZINE and  the
SCIENCE PICTION DIGEST., He was instru -
mental in the early round-robin novels,
which appeored in those early fanzines
as serials, each chapter written by a
Aifferent top pro or fan author. A4s
might be expected,such literary pot-
pourris--hovever excellent the single
chopters=-~were almost unreadable when
asgembled, So evem though complex ~opy-
right problems are clearing with the
puassoge of time the novels will probab-
ly never be published., But as collec -
tors! items and historical works, they
are among the most highly prized of all
ol publieations

Rap!s " first opproach to the@isld of
professional editing came in 1934 when
a group of fans in Pennsylvonio attempb-
ed o semi-pro magazinc called LaRVEL TuLES.
4 monthly sclling for 10¢, kaRVEL weas printed on digest-sized /paper ,
with a heavy onc-color cover, Polmer wos listed along with Lloyd Arthur
Eshbach (Fantasy Prcoss) as consulting ecditor to William - L. B ko d;
(FPCIL), MLRVEL TuLZS, Lilec so many megezim s sincc, was an csthetic
success and a financial’ feilurc. It discppecred after five issues,hav- -
ing published works by H.P. Lovecraft, Lugust Derleth, Devid H. Keller,
Robert Howerd, Herl Virc ent, Frank Bellknop Long, Glifford D, SimaleyP-,
Schuyler Miller, Manly Wade Wellman, Cherles R. Tanner, GClork JLshton
Ssmith, and Ralph lMilre Farley.

For the next four years Pelmer wrote pulp fiction, winning a reputa-
tion for fast-paced, adventuresome stories with little characterization
and almost no scientific or philosophical content. He even made  Camp -
belll's nSTOUWDING once,

Then,in 1938, the Ziff-Davis Publishirg Company took over LMAZTING
STORIzb, which had continued under the guidance of T. 0!'Conor Sloane ,
following Hugo's departure, AL this point in its history AMAZING was a
bi-montihly pulp, vastly outmoded, and tihe dullest publication within
goveral parsecs. Sloane, a competent man, but over 80 years of age and
set in his ways, wrote editorials on the application of Biblical morals
to modern 1life, about "iwodern Printing iicthods", and similer fas@inat -
ing subjccts. Letters in the Discussions column were hcaded with «such
scintillating tidbits as "An Interesting Letter from Holland., :fe Have
Received Few or No Letters Frow This Country." The contents of the !38
aMA4ING were hardly different from those of 1928. AMAZING had been A
a ruv for ten years while WONDAR and ASTOUNDING, each in its own way ,
showed 1t their heels,

It was about time, Mr, Davis decided, to brinz some fresh editorial
blood into &S, so Sloane was put out to a well-deserved retirecment and

_5_..




Raymond &, Palmer was hired in
his place,

Wdith his first (June 1938)issue
Rap made the following changes:
«ssDropped the price from  25¢
to 20¢...eintroduced back cover
paintings, ifor the first time
in any professional sciencefic=
. tion magazine,...introduced es-
pecially posed photographs for cover illustrations, also a first....a =
dopted the cover logo which lasted fifteen ycars...

But most important of all the changes Palmer made was in story em -
phasig, Out went the slow-moving, heavy science or philosophy storics
of Slogpe's regime. In came blood-and-guts, thud-and-tlunder,action-and
-adventure,violence-and-romance -=- and comedy, ~almer type stories,Back
came the John Carter series of Edgar Rizz Burroughs, absent from alianZ-
ING since the Gernsback era, Carter's Mers, like the sfrica of liis
brain-brother Tarzan, borelittle redemblance to the real thing-- or to
any logical world, hértians elternately fought with swords and rayguns,
tratelled by rockets ship and thoat-back. But for all their Logiesl and
scientific fallacies, the Barsoom stories were so enthusiastically write
ten, so zestfully adventurous, that despite making no claims or even an
effort at erudition, Burroughs! storiocs carriéd their readers avay..not
to a distant plaonet, nor to & world of the future, but to a never-nsver
land of glory ond danger ond romance, & land wherc the reader became
the 2il-good Prince of Helium or his lovely ond pure Deja Thoris.

During his reign at Ziff-Dovis Palmer succeeded in buildinz n zatrong
boné of loyalty between his readers ond his magazines--and hiniself per-
sonally. There was a feeling that through the cooperation of reader -
and - editor "we" were going somewhere ond deing something;further that
it was somewhere worth going cnd something.worfth doinge.

One mcans of achicving this feeling, comparable perhaps to that of
the early editions of GiALLXY, was the repevitlon of thetheme,in editor-
jials and letter columns, that these were the rcader's magazines, Bmach
advance--theincrease to 244 pages per issue in lLugust 1942--was announ=-
ccd as "our" achievemcnt. Each sct-back (pages-per-issue were Pl it
June 1943 and never again increased on a regular basis) was a blow to
lus" but one which "we'" would licke.

another method of gaining reader loyalty was the development CEgER T
catcrie of writers who in turn produced series of stories in AS‘.end FA,
This was by no means & unique policy. Every ecditor since Harold Hersey
had followed it to a greater or lesscr extent. But Palmer developed the
technigue to new levels.

The Palmer stable featured a bowildering pattern of name ,house-name
,and pscudonym. For instonce,"Alexander Blade" was at least David Vern
(who originated the name), Howard Browne, ¥illen Cooke, Chester Geiler ,
Heinrich Hauser, Berkeley Livingston, William P, licGivern, David Wright
C'Brien, Louis H. Sampliner, Richard S, Shaver, Don Wilcox, and Le Roy
Yerxa. "Blade" wmtill shows up occasionelly in Harling's magazines.Pal-
yer was no fewer than the following six tauthors'!: Henry Gade,G.H. Br-
win, Frank Patton, Wallace Quitmen, Alfred R. 3teber, lorris J. Stecle;

-6
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and only hc Xnows how iiany more.

The best remembered of all Palmer's series-authors was Edgar R, Bur-
roughs. His John Cartcr adventurcs appearcd in the Gernsback AAZING
but were dropped by Sloane. Palmer got Burroughs back in the July,1939
FA, and Burroughs kept grinding out stories until 1943,less thon -a year
before his death. Therc ware seven Barsoom stofies, four Carter of Ve-
nus tales, the Pellucidar tales, and two other'singles'.

Other series in AS and FA were Eando Binder's Adem Link storiecs, Le
Roy and Frances Yerxza's Freddy Funk comedies, Nelson Bond's Lancelo®
Biggs, Thorton Ayre(John Russell Fearn)'s Golden Amazon, and the Lefty
Feep series by Robert Bloch, Feep was a series of burlesques on every-
thing from superman to sex. It ran for 22 stories in A, second only
to Edmond Hamilton's CAPTAIN FUTURE for themodern recorde

snother Palmer project at Z~D was the publication of a posthumous S.
G. Weinbaum novel, TH= NEW ADAM, which appeared in 1939 and was used
partly as a subseription-promotien for the Z-D stf magazines.

Bub to get back to the emrly days of Palmer and AMAZING:ilessrs 2iff
ond Davis themselves were so pleased with Palmer's handling of the mag-
azine that wibhin' a year of Palmer's taking over theye authorized him
to start a science-fantasy companion for the straight s-f of {LHAZING .
ind to an extent, A4S was !'straight! stf--the Gernsback influence had
not yet entircly disappeared,

What 2 debut! Thenew magazine was thelarge size of the original &S
and WONDER. It had trimied edges, and its front-cover format was the
inverted L design later made famous by GaLsiXY¥. For his 20¢ the reader
also got a back-cover painting and 100 pages of features and fiction by
the top writers of the day-=-Rardo Binder, A.Hyatt Verrill, Frederic ir=
nold Kuwmner, Ross Rocklynne, lisurice Duclos, Harl Vincent, and arthur
Tofte,

Artwork was done by Robert Fugua, Julian Krupa, and the already leg-
endary Frank R. Paul.

F. was such a hit that it went monthly after only four issues.

Riaing costs soon caused Ziff-Davis to raide the price of their mag-
azines to 25¢, and to convert F4 to pulp format, but both zines con -
tinued to grow in popularity. To lighten the burden of two deadlines
each month, Bill Hanling took over FANTASTIC under the supervision of
Palmer.

and then, with the lay, 1941,issue, AWLZING ST ORIES reached its 15th
inniversapry. RaymondPalmer, one of its earliest readers, was now The
editor, ie produced a 244 page issuc to commemoratc the occasion, The

front cover was painted by J. allen St. John; *the back, by Paul. The
st ories were by Don Wilcox, Eaado : : e
Binder, William licGivern, Alexan=~ Sl ke R » % ‘Tﬁ

der Blade, Duncan Farnsworth, and
Robert Moore Williams. The issue
was dedicated to Hugo Gernsback .
o ZING  and PANTASTIC surviv-
ed the war in the hands of Palmer,
Hamling, and H - :“rd Browne, = who « |4
had been shifted from defunct Z-D _
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detective and adventure megezines,

Shortages sloded down LS and FA
but after the war they became mon-
thiies again, In 1944, however,be' -
gan that bizarre series of happen-
ings that eventually became knowa
&s the Shaver lystery.

A long ‘semi-legible and semi =
literate letter had come into the
ABAZING office, a fantastic-- per-
haps !'ridiculous! would be a bet =
ter word-- document concerning el-
y der reces reminiscent of Lovecraflt
‘s wildest nightmares, degenerate
descedents of o supcr race (deros)
end their non=-degenerated cousins
(teros) and on and on. BErowne took
one lecok ab the lettcr and tossed

; it into the wastebasket with such
a. snort that Palmcr looked up, fishcd out the discord and was fascina-
ted: . He contacted’the author of the lottery one.mustachiosd & Richard
Sharpe Shaver, and organizcd the latter!s 'discoveries! into the first
of a 'true! series. The bagis of the stories was Shaver's;the plotting
Palmer's; the draft, Shaver's; and the final revision, Pa mer's.

ilad the Shaver stories been presented in the usual AMAZING manner--
as fiction--they would probably have passed unnoticed. But Palmer bal=
lyhooed them as long=-suppresscd truth, and created o furore throughout
the science-fiction world--and about it.

otorics and articles flowed from Shaver-Palmert!s pen at an increas-
ing reate, spiced up with sex and sadism but including such'discoveries!
as an interpretation of the Englisih alphabet allowing anyons to dis =
cover the 'true' meaoning of any word,

The whole Shaver effair brought &« howl from those who favored more
'dignified! types of science fiction., They wa ted no part of a 'hoax!
as the Mystery., Bubt it sold A Z2INGs. Circulation boomed again,as it
had In Pelmer's earlyi-days as editor,

By 1947 the Mystery had grown to such proportions that Rap present-
ed 2n all-Shaver Ak ZING, The cover illustrated a scene in Shaver ' s
caves; the content of theissue was fow stories, ranging from 15,000
to 30,000 words...21l by Shaver., In addition there were short articles
about Shaver's 'discoveries!--Shaver's own 'proofs' of the coves, Pal-
mer's "Mystery of the Dero Typesctter," and "How to Use the Shaver Al-
phabet™s The Shaver hystery sold aaiZINGs, and for this reason helped
Ran out with his bosses, but in ancther way it undermined his tenure,

As a lunatic-fringe kind of thing, the IMystery naturally drew luna-
tic-fringers, Pclmer become embroiled in a name=calling game which had
him accuned of everything from vegetariasnism to communism, The Nyste-
ry was still blazing along in 1949, making the higher-ups happy with
circulation reports and fidgety with dublious publicity,

While still -working for Z2iif=Davis Ren started two new magazines in

'partnership! with one 'Robert N, Webster!., They were FATE,and OTHER
- WORLDS Science Stories, a science fiction mag,

4
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Of course, Pcluler now had to leave Z-D, Despite eight years of con =
trary rumors, Ray still maintd ns that he left voluntarily and on cor -
diul terms..with an offer,infact, to return if he changed his mind.

As for the new magazines, Rap eventuelly stepped down from any activ=
ity with PATE, retalning o financial interest which has bolstered many
of his later ventures. OTHER WORLDS was his real baby. It was a digest ,
in the e ydey of the pulps. It soid for 357 when only the plush,presti =
geous AVON FANUASY rEADSER went for more than a quarter. The paper w & s
poor; the typography, atrocious. But the most amazing factor was tine con-
tents., The first editorial stated that OW would print stories that might
appear in Cempbell's ASTOUNDING, Palmer's ALAZING, in PLANET, THRILLING
WONDER, or STARTLING...plus sonme that could appear only in OTHER WORLDS.
The editorial weas signed Robert . Webster. But nobody was fcooled--least
of all the Shaver fars who were treated to a new revelation, "The Fall
of Lemuria',

Those first issues of OTHER WORLDS were no grest bargains. They were
written, like Paimer's AiAZING, by men like Shaver,Rog Phillips, Chester
Geier, and Palmer himself. Starting in November 1949 and for a year af =
ter, Rap concentrated on Cil. Then he r esented IMAGINATION, duplicating
his former science~fantasy twins of AS~-FA, Soon Hamling left 2-D to run
ADGE for Palmer,and then took it over lock,stock,and title-rights,

Palmer presented a bulk of mediocre and sometimes plain lousy stuff ,
but also an occasional sparkling story that no one else had to courage
to touch, such as Rsy Bradbury's controversially brilliant "Wey in the
Middle of the Air", Other shandouts were A.B. Van Vogt's "A Can of Paint"
, T.P, Caravan's 01d andEvil Professor stories, and Anderson-Dickson 's
Eoka-on -Toka stories. valmer had illusbrations by Bok and St John.,snd
later Virgil Finlav to stand out among the hackery of Bill Terry and Re=
bert Gibson Jones., Oi became a six-weekly publication and Palmer plug =
ged for monthly.

He staged a special all-editor issue,with stories by Doniel Keyes
Sam ierwin, Paul Fairman, Anthony Boucher, and Jsrome bixby.

de tried book publishing, cashing in on the Flying Saucer craze with
a book that he and Kennoth Arnold co-authored,THE COMING OF TIL SAUCERS.
~ Finally, he made s direct apped te the readers to buy 25-igssues~for-
5 subsriptions. These put OW over the Lop; it went monthly,switched to
better paper, improved its format, and was one of the leading monthlies,

It was the spriag of 1953 and s-f had been undergoing a period of ex=
pension that threab encd to wipe the Hestern and detective mags right out
of the running. Stfmags were springing up left and right.

Yhen everything went bang! Kazazines disappeared even . fester then
they had been appearing. Those that were left dropped back-cover art -,
gave up colored interiors, cut pages, reduced their schedules, lowered
rates to authors, printed on cheaper paper...

Whatever caused the bust, the important thing is that 1t happened.The
bottom fell oub. As the bust affected Hay Palmer, the last issue of O W
for & long time was the July,1953, lssue.

he first issus of SCIENCE STORIES was dated October,19535;its editor
was Ray Palmer, but its publisher was not Ray's own Clark Publishing Co.
It was Bell Publications, source of the ® ectacular UNIVERSL, A month
lager MYSTIC appearcd, publisisd by Pilmsr Publication Inc.,MYS1IC dealt
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with metvers similor to thoze in FATE,.but wes far wilder. It 2lso servsd
as an ad-carrier for' Amherst Press and Venture Bookshope.

But if all these surprisss were no enouzh,there wore still more..ths
third issue of UNIVZRSE appeared with Palmer and his old OW sidoe - kizk
Bea Mah:affey sharing the helm, Whoen the cnet cleared a little,Palmer &
fighaffcy could be detected running SCIEICE STORIES,EYSTIC,and UNIVERSE ,
though SCIENCE STORIES dissppeared after only four issues. Bell, Like
meny other boomtime entrants, was nowhore in sight.

JYSTIC and UNIVERSE continued downhill, Rap was so nearly strapped ,
that to keep going at all he had to publish issues with black-and-white
covers, no interior iilustrations,and material that he was almost openly
ashamed of, The Christmas,1954,edition hit some sort of low by publish=
ing for its cover a black-and=-white reproduction of an old FATE cover
with a Santa Claus vasted into a flying saucer. The issue also esta -
blished what may be an all time record low prozine circulation of fewer
then 14,000 copiles.

Howgver ,nothing gets worse forever if it can outlast its own deteri -
oration,and by staying alive,sven harely, Ran had won a new lease on his
l1ife as a publisher., The iarch,l955,UNIVIRSE announced itself as a last
issue under that title. With the lkay edition Ray and Bea were returning
to OUHER WOLRIDS. Thev had restored the old Perscnals colwmn,Rap's cdi -
terials,and temporarily (from AMAZING) Rog Phillipns! popular fan colwmn,
"The Club House.

The li2y,1955, 0THER WORLDS appeared with a two-color cover,which look-
ed pretty good deswite the black-and-wnite illustration. And the June.
issue almost knocked the rcaders down with fuli-color front and bacover
paintings,even though they were renrints from the old O,

with OTHER WORLDS going again,and after Bea's departure for a greener
pasturc,Ray's @ oblem was money--circulation. He decidod to use - three
things that had brought him moeny and circulatién before: the bargain
basement subseription, the Shaver mystery,and the action-romence story.

The bargain basement subs go at the rate of fifteen issuesg for thres
dollars,thirty for five, That's 154¢ per 35/ magazine, This poliecy will
reisgs money for now,but what of the future? What Rap is doing is mort =
geging what would otherwise be future income against his past obliga =
tions and present expenses. But there must be & day of reckoning.

As for the revival of Shaver,Palmer has brought off a piece of double
think that would make Orwell's Insocialists sroud., In OTEER #WORLDS , he
arpeals to the stf reader's liking for Shaver as pure story by saying ,
Wahat would happen if I ran brandnew Shaver stuff? Lissen! 1 usually
piotted Shaver's stories, luecn of the Mystery is right out of my head .
What if I scid 1t was all a pack ofr lies., Would you cancel jyour sub, or
would you say !'Okay,let's have some more sensational stories from Shaver
..21d plot the whole works if you want to} Sut give us tremendous stuffi"

Tnen he turns avound ©o the mystic-pavchic~lunatic cultists in LYSTIC
end stege-whispers "This is a true story..forbidden by William B. Ziff."
lie crizs on their shoulders about ais persecution by LIFE,about an FBI
intercst in Shaverism, gbout Shaver and Palmer and Arnold and the flying
sauneres And incidentslly thig doesn't aurt the sales of the books Palm=
er has published about the saucers.
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He campaigned for the right to nams Stu Byrna(John Bloodst one) suc =
cessor to Burroughs to carry on the Tarzan and Carter series,éand agein
circulation was hardly diminished by the row.

Lew cover and interior art returned to OW late in 1956,along with a
return to pulp format--although Palmer's plan for paying for art 1is a
bit foggy,to be as charitable as possible.

But & serious guestion exists as tu Palmer's survival,fde has dropped
,according to himself, over §70,000 in his eight .years of publishing.He
is flat broke snd owes money in all directions. He has vowed to give up
snd go back exclusively to writing if the current effort &f Ol dees not
make the grade. Will he make it? He has dwelt so long in_tﬁéfbailey- of
the shadow of bankruptey that he is beginning to look l@ke a permanent
reszident, £ .5 . 3

Finally, to top things off,there is 2a whole new set=up at Q. dn a
deal that only he could bring off,Palmer has become half-owner ¥ of a
distributing company. By his own figures,this will seve-him $900 per
issue,an’ increase in income equivalent to a circulation jump f,"pver
3000 copies,. . i 4

For a while, Palmer's ability to project a spirit of oing‘piaces -
and-doing-things seemed to go haywire. Trying to follow/Bgsn’ wag simllar
to watching to man who jumped ci his horse and rode off %?falL dlFce &
£ionsS..s0ld illustrations,new ones, none at all, movie” gyills, black =
and-white covers,one-color covers, full-color ecovers, J@l gg Vernc, ser-
jals, no serials, blood, philosophy, }926,“58,'47,'52,%_héfgood old

days, today, tomorrow... Is Rap meréPy righting a temporary ¢ (though
protrasted)slump, or is he finis]ﬁh.an& just«too. stubborh=-or etupid--
to aamit it? v —

He has never been an editor tg earn adjectives like great, brilliant,
or significant. But in his own woy Palmer has made a contribution to
science~fiction both real and large, He has made it and conbinues to
moke it lively,interesting,and controversial., In a word, he has made sf
fun., If Ray Palmer gives up, the loss to science=fiction will be both
real and large,

By the spring of 1957, most fans except the newest necos and the most
loyal die-herd Palmeritc had stopped cheering for Palmer~-or cven boo-
ing. The mention of Palmer of OW at a fan meeting mcrely brought laugh-
ter--except for an occasional One Who Remcmbers in the corner, with a
Wihstial Fables aiadt. Jroped U3

With the new FLYING SAUCERSfrom OTHER WORLDS Palmer has a final op-
portunity to get on solid ground by setting obtainable goals and work =
ing toward them in a réasonable and orderly manner, Enthusiasm is ap =
propriate, but it is insuificient wWithout somc sound planning end
pbocedure, The monthly SEARCH(nee MYsS1IC) and tne monthly F30OW offer
Palmer the chonce to re-establish himself as a capable man with a worth
while product. Who knows, maybe he will accomplish something.

But he just barely scraped by so meny crises in the 1ast few years,a
failure to achieve a solid position now may spell the end for Palmer .
Nineteen fifty-seven, it seems, will be Palmer'!s year of decision. He
must make his move now, or elss, stf-wise, it's going to be Rel.Pe
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a7 MAD BRAIN
U1 CONSTRUCTION KIT

Solves problems (at least, it solves our provlem,

which 1s how to maké money). Plays games like Knock

Off Davie, Curling, Pick Up Sticks, and has a tat-
ting average of ,375! ‘Computes income tax (1listing
1tself as a dependent),’ codes and decodes messages,

reasons, presses pants, compares, burps the baby,

tells dirty stories and crottles greeps.

The MANIAC COI'STRUCTION KIT includes complete dlrec-
tlons on how to shoplift gll necessary meterials,
including precision-machined parts that would cost
over HO¢ 1f bought separately; PLUS year's supply of
100-proof nutrient-fluld and bullwhip with which to
control braln, With thls mad brain, you mlght end up
rullng the world, yet MANTAC "is so sifmple even a

young chlld can outthink it--uh, that is, can put 1%t
together!

‘ _,,’—i’\\"///\\///) -7
N £ '////
g 81,995 £
g g 27

(Wiring Dilagram)
IJACHINE FOR . OUTHOUSE'!'S AIR VENT

TAKE THE HANIAC TEST!

e G v Ve o
Answer YES or NO: ){,/)ﬂ k_;\/ )
g % 7 LA 7y
{ { Do you like to pull covers off old A- A &K: Jff>yji
stoundings, f1l1l jour grandma's hip & A B oA EAT
flesk wlth vinegar, and such? R "L'Lf“*{ o
(1 Do you like %o take apart ahd put to- (¢ \'i’liﬁif
~ gether clocks, boy scouts, atomic s Yy
plles, wet spaghetti?
7] Do you 1like to work crossword’ Dug=2, =0= "= Ma¥i This Coupon—— =
" zles, work plesszntword puzzles, work ! a4 Brain, Inc, ‘
Jig saw puzzles, saw Jig word puz- ! Chickencraw, Neb,
zles, cross pig jaw suzzles? i
) Do you enjoy unusual hobbles, such as | Please send me: 1 MANIAC
— headhunting or collecting blue-bottom ! ¥ad Brain Construction
wihales? Kit, '$1,995 (East of O-

i Did you get a kick out of cheating on rion),
~.the flrst four guestions?

5 YES-You're a 100% HMAYIAG! 4 YES—-90% '[! Check here 1if you want

]
|
t
|
MANTAC! 3 YES--At least a MICH GRADE UO- | model with T vis galrdp.
RON! 2 YES--You can BE A MANIAC! 1 YES—— ! KAUE o .;g;td%if.
You'll STILL MAXE IT! O YES--Let's stop ¢ INSTITUTION.&A¢ L.V oud..
}
I

-kidding around; we're gonna sell you TATE, ¥) .;.
this kit NO MATTER WHAT YOU SCORE! e e s s e o L, o e &

l
)
!
1
I
}
i
I
i
{
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400 100 4 WOAD FROM AMBEAST

OF =g fEltem by 0D

Ihanks for sending me Russ Wolf's article. It is a very nice write-
up, and i appreciate it., It dem't tell the whole story, of course,
but that would take a book,

Sadly e ough, science fiction isn't as much fun as it used to be,and
I've certainly had fun. I've tried to make my vnole life an adve ture,
with a strong flavor of humor. Yet, I've been serious on occasl ons, and
recently I am more serious than humorous., But then, I'm 47 now, snd I've
seen some things that can't be laughed at., This whole w rld's a great
place, but we've got a few toys row that arent't exactly playthings.

The real trouble is that science fictioA can no longer inspire that
sense of wonder that attracted me to it in the first place. The daily
newspapers carry much more of that sort of thing, but instead of wonder
it inspires a sense of horror and terror. Let's hope some of the early
science fiction doesn't actually wme true, and such stories as Rog
Phillips! "So Shall Ye Reap" reduce-us to eating overgrown cockroaches
as a result of an gtomic war. T

Let's place the failure of the (greatest in the world) American News
Company on the same par wW th what%s_happened to my own science fiction
magazines. How can you publish scielce fict on profitably today in the
face of the newsstand situation? /If it breaks ANC, why siouldn't it
break me? No science fiction magazine today is making enough money to
attract any real talent, and those in it persevere out’ of actual senti=-
ment and tradition. (Thank God for that! -- or we'd have no science
fiction at alll) Men like Campbell, .Gold, Hamling, P
Boucher, etcs; are real heroes in my eyes.

Actually, I'm better off than American News Kif.
Company. I'm well on my way to paying up my debts g xiy
(which i1s m tice to all the authors to vhom I %g'
owe money that eventually I'll pay them), and ANC N=#!
seems so deeply in debt now that I strongly sus- XEZZQ
pect that the $20,000 odd they owe me will never R\ !
be paid. So you seeg, the fact is that if }ﬁﬂ X
those who owe me would pay up, L'd be able if'\\#”
te pay up._ too! ; VWSS,

.Not that T blame ANC. More-distributors w5 SR
are going to faile It is a fact of history,
due to many things (not just television),that
our reading habits are changing. Heark back to !
some of the early science fiction that pre-
dicted a push-button civilization, with even
books read mechanically, and education a |
matter of hypnotit 'suggestion during * . ,
sleep, and human initiatiwe entirely /4% /

’ ,__,"3..




Lcie, Lo be replaced by robots who wash, feed and cl othe us.

Losing money doesn't mean anything to me -- I've lost fortunes before,
and am now mgking another, aided by a gamble in uranium which has paid
off, and when mining is in full swing, may meke me & milliond re., What
concerns me is frecdom. Real freedom of action and thought and living.
Bagically, any "feuding" I've gone through with the fans 1s the result
of an attempt (not deliberate of © urse) to curtail my frecdom of act=
ion. Thus, to tell me I cannot mve a Shaver lMiystery if 1 want one, bec-
cause of someone's hidebound thinking, is like throwing gasoline into
a fire. I will have it. Incidentally, th at difference does it make a0
were fired or res gned from Ziff-Davis? I resigned, and said so, many
fimes. If anyone says differently, he is calling me a liar, I on't be=
1ieve I resort to lies == nobody pays cash for them. But, if anyone was
actually interested, why wouldn't they ask ir, Davis himself? I'm surc
he'd have no objection to answering the question. However, I.dslize to
make people happy, and if they want it so, I'll dange my story and in
the future, refer bo my "dismissel” from Ziff-Davis. (I can just see
Howard Browne leaping up and screaming that it isn't sol Poor Howard ==
hets a wonderful friend. And Bill Hamling. Great guys.) Gold -- never
suspected that I admire him immensely, did you? Jilell, no....RC/ And
Campbelll Wmt a guy! He gave me my greatest adventures with ¥ s wonder-
ful stories in the old ASTOUNDING, AMAZING, etc. lMan oh man, vh at mem-
ories he brings back to me!l

But as for this (1957) being the end of Palmer, it's only the begin=-
ning! To me, stf is best typified by the title AMAZING STORIES. any-
tning that is amazing is what I like, Hot limited just to science fic-
tion. Fantasy is perhaps even morc interesting. And lately, flying
saucers. It's really funny that sf fans sneer at flying saucers. This
is the incongruity to end all incongruities! But then, you have to SE
a flying saucer yourself, Oh, I know, sf fans never saw,any. That is,
very few of them, But I can mention a few. Me,

Ken Arnold, Dick Shaver, and d zens more.
411 of them were sf fans first. ; , "\

ify interests have broadened. Gone more ; R
deeply than ever into AMAZING stories. {

Where the fans should have gone, but b X
didn't. It seems to me all they've gob & @l @
left now is rocket ships, and some=- ,.u\\

how they aren't cnough. Space tra- v AN L m “ b
vel is no longer sf...it's just NV
everyday news, and only a matter of \

- A /)
7 z : % o . V ‘h"-. W, Wy j/
time until the early days of sf : 1§‘n*b Ll
Q l "§ N
\

arc regunacted in. the newspapers NN
A

N\
N

"and at your local rocketport. — P
o . s
So,.1 say, it isn't the end ~ ﬁ? 7 g
of Palmer...but it may well . ! \\}
be the end of the sf fan as _ , q\ AN I

he'!s been constituted up to X
now, It's inevitable that ]ZL

\/
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e
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does.it

the younger generation (which has relegated sf to the Buck Rogers comic
book status) overwhelms the old-time fan, who vill disappear simply be=-
cause he's getting old! g K-

I was the third fan to join fandom -- the first was Aubrey Clements,
the second was Forrie Ackerman, the fourth was Julius Schwartz. Who in
fandom today remembers GClements? But he began it all, by writing the
first letter to Gernsback suggesting a fan club, Well, I'm still in fan-
dom, having done more different things (the wip le works, in fact) pos-
sible to stfanism. The fans today who count me out are youngsters who
don't even know me. And I'm not interested in them overmuch, since 1'm
not a Buck Rogers Comic Book Fan. I'm gtill living in an amagzing world,
where things are NEW, Show me anything new in the sf mags these days!

I feel sure that if the fans realized that for every sf fan in Am-
erica today there are 100 flying saucer fans, they'd burst their seams.
However, it's true. And it gives me a great kick to know that 99 oubt ol
each hundred exists today because of my original work in flying saucers.
Few fans know that I spent over $10,000 on my flying saucer research,
beginning with the fec I pald Ken Arnold to go to Tacoma on what still
is the greatest saucer (or amazing) story ever toid (and mostly untoldl)

You see, lads...I believe in having fun as I live, and in living
things to the limit. No withering on the vine for me.

Lnd that's what sf has done -- it!'s withered until it's only a dead
leaf fluttering in the strong breeze of changing times.

If you don't believe me, visit ten news dealers and ask them what °
they think of science fiction and its popularity. Now, hot-rodding,
that's something else sgain! Too bad science fiction never got to be a
fad. Personally I'm glad it never appealed to the stupid set.

In closing, my best regards to the BHAL lovers of science fiction

_____ SR AN AN
—— e -t - T T Y A A T AN AT AT S e - S M AR ———

TilE OLD ARKY GALE

/Ed. note: The following sterling example of official Army language and
grammar was donated to YANDRO by Lieut. Richard Lupoff., 1t was origin=-
ally posted in the Ft. Benjamin Harrison mess hall, end it is repro-
duced exactly according to the wording of the original./

FORT BENJAIIN HARRISON CONSOLIDATED KESS
Fort Benjamin Harrison, Indiana

SUBJECT: Disposing of mess trays
TO: 411 officers subsisting in the Fort Benjamin Harrison Consoli-
' dated liess

1, It requested that all officers upon completion of their meals take
their mess. trays to the tray disposal cart that is placed in the dining
room. This is a temporary request because of Personnel shortages in the
lless. Hall.
2, This request will be effective immediately and will be exterminated
as soon as possible. Until such time your cooperation with this matter
will be appreciated. _;}g o
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Despite the warmth of the sunny summer day, I felt a chill of appre-

hension., Deep in my bones, I knew that something untoward was about to
occur,

-\
Upon sewnd thought, I realized that it wasn't a chill of apprehen- !
sion, and that something untoward had already occurred. Despite the

bright sunshine,,l“was chilled to the bone., Or -~ and the implications
B

of this thought staggered me -- was the sun-
shine asg:bright as I remembered it?

Upon third thought, WHAT sunshine?

Black velocities enveloped me.

What, L wondered feverisnly, frantically,

are tihese black velocities which have en=

ﬁéé\ﬁﬁ veloped me? What, for that matter, is a
P black velocity?
: /(f Little time did I have for the contempla-

tion of thiese abstruse questions ef termin-
'\ Ology, however, as events moved toward their
\. inevitable clese., 4Ah, had I but known then
4\ the fates which awaited me, and the role I
"\\‘,\ was to play in events of cosmic magni-
' G /xx\_tude, with vhat joy would I have eagerly
INTT T - ME . sought to assist the transition.
4} e \(ﬁ;ﬂﬁ

_ a8 it was, I was scared stiff.
T On second thaight, I realized

\ that my skiffness was 't due to fright at

j 2ll; the eold of the vast limitless space

! had reached my vitals.

k But no!l It was not vast limitless space

i which surrounded me; in the distance I

| could distinguish walls of some sort. Great
] ice-encrusted ramparts soaring upwards al-

k most to the limits of my vision, there to be
A met by cnother icy barrier.

e e S e M e e e s e e W e S e e e e

"I have no monopoly on the Truth.," RAPIER
Even as I thought this, the cold pene-

trated further; my body was becoming solid,
un-moving.

.._“‘ ‘\
Lo

o £ 2 I was defeated}
ey U~ )  And with defeat camc the philosophi-
AN == cpl acceptance of the inevitable.
=1 \Q:‘fﬁ Way, not acceptance; as my body stif- =

fened my past thoughts seemed to be nothing

-



shert of blgsphemous, How had I, in my terrible 0 EE TR S
temerity, ever thought differently? B S
It st rave been the power of move- e /j;\\\\\\(/ ;>\n\
ment, limited though it was, that had ' S §zl (’ R
!

been briefly granted me. Thoughts of sur- { EXe e g S — ]
passing all others of my noble race had Krjgf>\ é:", d%{_/",/ })
come unbidden, and I 'm d not had the will | o5 NG TR fiff //
power to resist their insidious hold. \ oy A :

But now, returned as I was to my right-
ful form ard abode, the univercse seemed re- ™~
turncd to normality, s d my mind as well,

It was, I recalized with my last conscious
thought, a great and noble tning to be a choc-
olate fudgesicle, even a refrozen ONGe....ccsees

..----.-—_---..—_—.n--.--_—..-.—_—————_-—m--—--——-———_--

19hould all thi s wrath fall on someons simply
because they say things which are plainly the
truthe%.......Eric Erickson, from RAPIER

FANS EVELYWHERE / \\
The following is from an ad in THE AMERICAN /
RIFLEMAN by Hunter's Lodge, 200 S, Union Ste, /
Alexandria 1, Virginia: /
WPANCIHO VILLA SPECIALL! FAMED CRIGINAL /
REMINGTON ROLLING BLOCKSI!! Only 627 per f
poundl! The most unbelievable gun giveaway (\ i
in the U.S.A.1 You cant't buy prime ham- i\\:j;J
pburger at this price, so load up on this (\xxwd/
precedent hattering bargain NOW! Condit= -—~/}
ion of all rifles is 'gun crank speclal’ \
which means that the outline of the rifle
is clearly visible through the rust gnd you \\
can see light through the bore. You will necd \
a little of that old elbow grease to restore A
these to 'NRA FAIR condition', but at this
price, who cares? Only rusty Remingtons 1in
this caliber available anywhere: these crackled | :
vi th conguest in the hands of fenatical Latin ' Ji
hordes who had smuggled them out of the U.S. / //
to gain power and glory for their lost causes.
Finest rifle bargain in America for the his- Q::,/ &
torical crank, decorative crank, shoot ing crank,
hunting crank, salvaging crank. Action alone vorth twice our give-away
prices} Rust and alll Total price only $5.958.

UYeterinarisns report that tranguilizing pills are required by many
dogs who reflect the tensions and frustrations of theilr masters,"
vi..eesCONSUNER'S REPORT, February, 19587
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The human mlnd 1s constituted to think along certsin surprisingly
rigld laws, one of which is the necessity for Delieving thet there 15
such a thing as "Absolute Truth", If you stop and consider this idea,
7ot can re;aily sece why 1%t 1s just a6 necessary for a Metaphysicist to
postulate the concept of "Absolute Truth" (in whatever semantic terms
seem suitable to him) as 1t is for a Physicist to postulate an "Absolute
Zero" or "Lbsolute Vacuum" or any of the otlier theoretical absolutes,

This nee@ to belleve in a rigid code of "right and wrong' 1s as in-
nate to our human mental procecscs a8 is our need for ceontmic sceurlity,
or tho nced for cmotional sccurity. Sumen beings have to be loved in or-
cer to develop properly. Just 1iZe plents have t0 nave sunlicit in or-
der to Cevelop chlorophyll, It is particularly true when it comes to
ethics and rellglous oxpertence, The¥e is se much eriotional discipline
Involved; so much necessary sclf-lcnlal and frustration of desires —--
28, indeed, there ls in any dexree of communsl clvilization, whether 1%t
is relizlously motivated or merely the pressure of "Covernment" ——- that
it 1s even more tremendously imzortent that the individual have a strong
and sccure conviction that he is acting in accordance with the "Absolute
Truth", Otherwise, he hLas hething arotnd wilch to co-ordinste his ration-
allzotlons, his necessary "oxplanatiorng! for the frustrations he must
endure, He 18 buffeted betieen hls desires and his frustrations with no

escape hatch that he can trust snd belleve,

That 1s the basic phycihological Toundatlon of thls "One True Rel-
lgion" ldea,.... It does not necessarlly mean that any partlcular relis-

F

__“Ir'f%.._

lon IS the "Only True" knowledge of God, but it DOES mean that the in-
ST e T a1 vidual worshipper must believe it is, '
iCtherwlee, 1t 1s of very 11ttle help to him.
Rellgiots arguments are of very 1ittle
Jmeaning when they merely aulbble over the
minor detells of some such metaphysical ex—
plenation, ... Actually, most doctrines and
tencts ghd creceds are merely the evolvcd
elavorations of some basle ratlonalization,
AR Any such ratloralization which enables the
e N Tndividual ‘5o integrate his personallty a-
A1 \\Uround hls eoncept of God is equally effective
~_in providing emotionel motivation. The only
~thlng which can effectlvely curb and control
/& basic emOtlonal drive 1s o stronger emotion,
_Feor willl do it; shame will do 1t -- even in-
ecurity will act as a curdb in repressing
motlonal drives. But the best and most ef-
ective —— and the most wholesome in 1ts ef-
ect "n the 1ndividual -~ is love. Emotions
hich stem from 1ove rather than from Tear

ot
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will permit a fuller flowering of
personality. That is not Jjust a fan-
cy rationalization in itself, but

an observed and observable phenom—
enon. Humanh beings are made to be
capable of acts of loving self-sac- /
rifice whlch seem to act like fer— [/
tillzer and pruning lh a flower f
garden, Properly done, they enhance
the developement of the personallity\
along positive soclal lines, Whereas ~—

\

< %
the suppressions and frustraticns re- //135\/”\a[' XXX
sulting from the various kinds of fear (X A Y 1'
usually have an adverse effect on the Q&’ s
individual., Psychlatrists can relate horrifying examples of what enfor-
ced suppressions will do to a person. Religlous annals can show ldentl-
cal sunpressions which resulted in great depth of character and beauty
of soul, The difference apparently beilng that a voluntary suppression
of deslre, undergone from some facet of love -- whether love of God or
love of Country or merely the physical ettraction of some particular
female —— becomes a beneflcial sublimation; whereas when the frustration
1s merely the result of helplessness 1%t dlstorts and sometimes destroys
the person, 5

Trying to argue with a person 1s futlle, He has found a satisfact-
ory "Absolute Truth'". If you wish to argue for the salke of helpling him
to clarify hlg ratlonallzations, and probably elimlnating some uhneces—
sary enbroiderles, you might be able to make him a little blt uncomfort-
eble at times. But if you should succeed ln proving to him that hils
"ihsglute Truth" was not necessarily THE ABSOLUTE TRUTH, you would mere-
1y destroy something of great value. That ls what happens in most cases
of people who "lost thelr falth". Once the validity of the partliculer
"Apsolute" 1s destroyed, the individial usually finds that all hls emOT-
lonal safeguards have been lestroyed, too. And unless he has had a par-
ticularly powerful religious experlence, or is unusually intelllgent,
the person seldom bothers to keep on searching until he flnds another
"Absolute" whlch cannot be destroyed.

hether or not the individual knows for sure everythlng there 1s
to know about God 1s unimportant, The thing that 1s important is that
the individual should have some way of expressing hLls positive emotlons,
some way of developing hls personallty by makling use of the frustratlons
inherent in  commungl llvling, instead of letting those frustratlons
destroy him.

That 18 the way human beings are made. It really malkes no difference
whether we use semantlc symbols indicating "That's the way God wanted
us to be", or "psycho-somatlc response mechanlsms" -- they all boll
down to the same thing. That's the way we are, and that's the way we
have to adjust ourselves.,

— —— s — ——————— —— i ——— T S S T — S . T S S S o S ——— T —— f——— —— — —

There ls no God but Aten, and Ikhnaton ls hls prophet.
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Lord Plnkey-Stoker (l.e.,, Atrocious Of The Apes) hurtled through
the upper terrace of his beloved Jungle, an expression of noble deter—
mination glinting from his aristocratic English eyes, A trasce of =
frown tugged at his handsome features, It was obvious thet herc was a
Man With A Purpose.

Stopping only for food and short snastches of sleep, he had xept this
grueling pace stegdlly for nearly five days when suddenly he reached
his destinatlon, There before him iay the hated camp and its lovely
prlsoner, whose desperate appcal for succor had reached the Jungle Lord
even across the intervenlng leagues of deadly, trackless verdency,

The lovely Lady Trusilda MacHeath! A visioh of Scottlsh beauty,
matched only in her charm by Ledy Jane herself, surpassed In noblillity
and xindred atiributes only by Atr8clous himself! Nearly a month before,
her safarl, heading into deepest, darkest Africa In search of that fab-
led work, valued by scme as high as a mlllion pounds, which had always
managed to elude ol1 searchers, sometimes by as short a margin as a
week, that book with which 1t was said One could -- once 1ts secrets
vere mastered -—- rule the worlC, that eldritch will'o_the wish, the
lNad Argb's Necronomican, hed dlsappesred without trace.

But now all was crystal clear. A bloody red in the fadlng
light of the sun, the dreaded insignia I, thé
maric of the tribe of Alhazred, stood forth on
the tents, proclaiming them to be ef that
nomadic group that wandered nadly across
the entire eastern hemisphere, thé des-
cendents of the original Mad Arab, Abdul
Alhazred, himself. Perhaps they, 3 &
too, were 1n search of thelr an-rgggSf k:
cestor's Lnowledge, or perhaps, o
finding that the Lady MacHeath!s
safarl was coming to6 close to
presert hiding place, they had L
prevented her from the succegs- TR
ful completlon of her search in
the way they lnew best, 2.

But this was no time for wool-" " 7
gethering, or plot recapltulation, &

Atrocious told himself sternly., 58 o
Yhatever the. cause, the Lady §%§f;f

Drusilda was a prisoner in durance
vile down there in that camp! Ard
1t was up to him, Lord Pinkey-
Stoker of the royal blue English
eye, to relieve this Intolerable
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situation!

So thinking, he settled down to walt for dark.

It cane,

Drusilda would obviously be stashed in the tent of the leader, dis-
honorable lout that he undoubtedly was. Atroclous wasted llttle tlme
when he sllpped silently to the ground and moved directly to the ree-
splendent tent-palace of the chief, Abdul Abulbul Alhazred. Placing hls
trusty knife ln his trusty teeth, he placed the whole affair in hils
mouth and proceeded stealthlly forward,

His ear to the canvas, he listened intently. Upon hearlng only the
slumbrous wheezings of the Arab, his knife quietly sllt the back wall of
the tent. Surc enough, there lay the lovely Drusildal! Her rescue and
consccuent safety from the raveges of these brutal belngs were imminent.
Atrocio?s had but to reach in, pluck the lovely form from its pallet, and
be away! :

Unfortunately, Drusilda was awske, and, upon seelng this_straﬁge
face peering through a large hole in the wall, screamed llke hell, 7

Atroclous, however, wes not to be foliled in his herolics. Snatching
her up in one hand, his other flashed to hls utlillty belted loin cloth,
A moment later the entire tent was fllled with vision obscuring smoie
from the tiny capsule he had launched toward the wakening Alhazred.

Not walting Tor the results to be known, Atroclous wheeled about and’
sped@out of the encampment, snapping on his infra-red goggled as he went,
In an instant, thus equipped for rgpid night maneuvers, he was into the
upper terrace of the Jungle, the Lady liacHeath tucked firmly in one of
the lerger compartments of his utility belt. .

Behind, in the Arab encampment, the hue and cry was rising. and
occasionally falling, borne on the night wind., To Atrocious' keen hear-
ing there came across the cleer nlight alr an unbelleving cry. It made
him almost sorry he had not identified himself 1n some Wway, for thls
would be most unfortunate for his publlc relations!

The cry sounded agaln; "Jungle Jinn! Jungle Jinnl"

— T ——————— — —————— —— — T

: HAT OLD SEUSE OF VIONDER

"I often look long and hard at tie earnest new fans who enter the
sclence=fictlion fleld, I can't help but wonder if they are fiot, actually,
many times more sincere in their 1llking for science-flction, and what 1t
repressnts, than are the older fan,

They are starting the reading habit of science-fiction at a time
wheh the average standard of the fantasy magazlines, 1if not pitifully
low, then is at least consistently and medlocre in every respect.

I respect these new fans never having lnown the indescribable ec-
stasy of reeding the liquild, enchanting prose of A, Herritt......n0r
the lronlc surpassing satire of Stanton A, Coblentz' great novelSesee
or the homespun, classical simpliclty of David H, Keller's "The Evening
Star", and the unsurpassing lnterest of plots as done by Richard Vaughn
....the insatlable curiosity that mzde us follow Professor Jiameson from
world to WOrld............Never having read any of these, fed upon a
choking dlet of hack, hack, hack., Knowing possibly one great story a
year, in. contrast to one great story an (H TP R S ;
/Sound familiar? The above 15 lifted, bad gremmar and all, from a letter
by Sam Moscowitz printed in the January, 1941 issue of SCIENCE FICTION,
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/b snort }ettercol this issue, due mainly to the fact that the last is-
sue went into the mail less than a week before this column was cut, As
usual, all replies are by RSC. Tally-hol/

Alaﬁ Dodd, 77 Stanstead Rd., Hoddesdon, Herts., England

wormwood Scrubbs? Why now, I can tell you a little sbout that I reck-
on, iffen you're interested. Unlike Dartmoor Prison which is situated
on the very lonely and desolate Devon Lioors, Wormwood Scrubbs is 4 tua=-
ted in the heart of London. I used to go to work with a character wino
went to school almost next door to the place.,

This piranha fish article that both Bob Tucker and Tom Stratton re-
mark on, I mticed too. I'll tell you another similar shot to watehr out
for., It shows two men in a canoe paddling thelr way through a great pool
of crocodiles while they shoot and slash W th their paddles all the time,
it too was in an original South american £ilmg then in 'a f1dm with Tom
Neal and Caxocle lathews, and as for that shot of the hordes of monkeys
rushing into the trecs and over a bridge, if I had a enilling for cvery
time I've seen that I'd be a millionaire,

Well, I did say in the letterccl of that May issue that 1lp records
here played "about" 20 mlnutes. Thabt, as you guessed, was a very rough
estimate -- necarer 13 minutes is more like it., I still don't think 13
minutes 1s long enough to bg considercd lp. I rockon it should be at
lcast half an hour. There arc 45's in England too. Usuglly with two tunes
per side. & titchy little record the size of @ tablemat.

Excellent covers on both these issues especially the REG cover filled
with crumbling masonry, holes, disintegrating walls and crawling taings.,
Gee =-= somehow it reminds me of...home,

; To Ron Parkert!'s ISFA article =-- har,
ot -~ 3 = har, But I'm sure I wouldn't.walk up

; ; to~a house in a small town in the heart
of the Mid West mumbling "the.right
bloody address", And certainly not in
Juanita's presence as the word "bloody™
is uscd as a semi=-obscene swesr word
here.,. 1 -kinow 1t doesn't mean mueh in

v the U, 5. but you don't go around us-

X ing 1t here in mixed company. /Some-

! how, I don't think you've listened

to many fans talk -- you shaald hear
some of the words they use in mixe
company./ Nor can I imagine myself
seying, "Right, friendly chaps, nah",
elther., Can't think what I would say
offhand but I don't think it would be
that, Probably "Ta very much", if I
~~~Weas invited in. Dear, dear =-- English
as she 1is spoke, Parker wants to lecrn
to ‘talk proper 1ike wot 1 do.
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STRANGE FRUNT

BRILLIG #8 (Lars Bourne, 24363 Portland St., Eugene, Oregon = irregular
- 25¢°per copy or a contribution, trade, or letter of comment)

Lars is trying to shake free of the fans who send in cash and nothing
else, and he might do it. BRILLIG is wel 1 worth a trade or letter, but
it dgfinitely is not worth 25¢, This issue contains a column by John
Charpion, article on the history of dice by Dave Jenrette, one of Don
Stuefloten's Bradburyish (and quite good) stories, and a couple of ramb=-
lings by the editor. Artwork is nothing to write home gbout, either in
the original or reproduction. BRILLIG is one of those mags which you
cither cnjoy for the "atmosphere', or cahsider unbearably dulle I happen
to 1ikc it. Small, sloppy, and entertd ning. Rating 6

EXCELSIOR #3 (L. Shaw, 545 lanor Road, Staten Island 14, New York - ir-
regular but fairly often = 15¢ or 7 for $1)

uajor item thish is Archie Mercer* s report on the Kettering Conven-
tion.(He likes Little Richard, for God's sake! Jazz is bad enough, bub
at }east 1 can understand someone enjoying i1t...s.Littlec Richard is some=
thihg boyond the pole.) Ted White rehashes this business of numbered
fandoms, Harlan Ellison wrli tes on Harlan Ellison, and manages toO sound
exactly like he does in person, Critiec At Lerge tears into books and
magazines -- thoagh not too entertainingly, this round, the editor(s?)
comments on unpredictability, and there are various and sundry letters.
Including one from The Rev. john Herness, Founding Church of Scientology
of New York, if you please. (Urpl) Rating 6

CRY OF THE NAWELESS #104 (The Wamneless Ones, Boxz 92, 920 Third Ave.,
Yeattle 4, Washington - monthly - 10¢ or 3 for 25¢, 1 think)

Still rolling along, this best of club official organs presents &
beautiful reproduction of a lousy cover, tho usual moderately good fan
fiction and fenzinc reviews, leticrs, an "advertisement™, and, once
again, the best prozine-review column in fandom, Renfrew Pemberton's
Nfe S-F Field Plowed Under". Missing this time, bthough, is my favorite
column -- Wally Veber's secrctarial reports. I don'?® 1ike this, fellowa;
legqve out everyone else, cven Pombertoneout I WANT WEBER! Ratinge....ed

SOTENCE FICTION PARAPE #5 (Len joffatt, 5969 Lanto St, Bell Gardens¥ _ .
California - quarterly = free for letters of comment) W,
Lfter my review of the last issue, 1 never expected to getb another
ONE..s .Lan editors continually amaze Nee SFP is casily comparcd tO CRY s

GRY is primarily a review zinc, vwn ile SFP consists entirely of reviews
and letters, Harry Werner has & good, thaigh not very extensive, article
on Palmer, and otner neople review prozines, fanzines, books, movies,
and Ten clubs,., Therc is also & gsetion ofcxcerpts from lctters. Along
with the tiarner article, Hick Sneary's fanzine reviews are recommendeg;
I don't at all agree with his choices, but his system of reviewing im -~
pressed me enough SO that I based my own on 1T, (Though not too closely,
and some might say, not closely enou o) Rating 4
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