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If anyone can tell us the full name end the address of the above J.
Wilson, we'd be much obllged, Several of his 1llustrations were in the
mater ial from the DESTINY flles; beautiful stuff, but we'd 1llke to know
where to send the contributor's cooies

"I don't care what your name is, baldy, you can't play golf on the
White House lawn!® «+«ofrom Rich Brown




RAMBLINGS : After playing bridge since I

& 63 was knee-high to a two-toed bem, I
suddenly find myself in a club wlth
everyone playing Goren and point =
COUTTG Ll Rlaesnads .o o I guess 1'11
catch on after a while, but mainly
I seem to be discovering that most
of the rules give me a regulation
reason for playing the way I've al-
ready been playing for a number of
years....openings, etc., seem to be
largely a matter of conmmon ScNS€s..
A couple of people commented quer-
ously on my mentioning Latin last time around, and for an explanation I
mnight now say that bev DeWeese in a wild burst of martyrous emotlon has
sort of volunteered to te ach me Latin....,.L've wanted to take it for a
number of YearS.....but one of the difficulties of going to a large hi-
school is the fact that there are so very many courses that, should you
really want to study &s much as possible,®uch as idiots like myself,you
run out of time and find yourself graduating before you've taken half
the things you wantede.....music came in this category, and Latin, and
several others...:so, after Spanish, French, and German, 1 finally get
atound to the c1assiCs.s.ess...n0t very rapidly, though; so far I'm on-
I mpito - hies yooative ‘eaee . yawkile ;this 3 be ing typed the tad gets
pluriked dnteshdis.1il chade' 4Af-I left himson;the Tloor he would likely
get into the typer, or the stack of unassembled YANDROS, or the verbot-
en non-stf mmgs underneath the coffee table, or tne records, Olsscenacae
doesn't leave much for entertaimient purposes....so far he's succeeded
in pulling half the stuff out of the nearby wastebasket (always some -
thing I forget)s...was going to say something about the past dangers of
flooding, but it seems to have been pouring down rain a1l day todayees
I knew moving the Midwescon up to June would eventually reap its reward
«ss.bhe angered weather has decided to give us an entire nonth of Mid-
wescon weabher in retalintion.......perhaps it isn't true in any other
field, but once having been a teacher, I'm being hit for various things
having to do with kids, usually remotely, nnrly, related to teachingese
such as a recent request to supervise a batch of games for kids at a
picnicCesss.ior one doclinal reason - when I taught, I taught, but I'm
not teaching now, and for the second amd most important, I consider
games an unpleasant and mostly unnecessary part of teaching...teaching
should be that of things not readily learned in other ways - reading,
arithmetic, legible handwriting (anybody thought of instigating such a
course for fans?) - games the kids leorn very well by théemselvesSes Oy
Ghu, when I was in school the only games we got were at recess, and the
only time a teczcher butted in was when somebody got beanea by a base =
ball or six or seven kids started beating up on one (odds of five to
one were considered a fair averagel.....l was born about fifty years
too late in that respectssss.school was for learning, especially fron
DOOKSesesart was all right, but I was not conceited enough to think
that because I, personally, liked it, it was therefore an all important
S jests s aeanyoneyLor Robert P N b e e S s wie WO erte s ¥ U2




Vague worry over wh&t we'll use for
money at the Midwestcon...especlally
since I get pald the day after we _
get back. The end of a month ls a
very poor time for us, financlally,
The i1dea of 5 people and luggage in
a '55 Rambler isn't too encouraging,
B thbrne o dahiwell ) I6 V1L heswerth
L3 e P 1o
z A brlef additlion to Adkins' column;
; . a well-informed source Informs us
;;fzb j&?éﬁ that Hamling is dropping all columns
' el * in TUAGINATION -- including Bloch's,
This could concelvably be more of a blow to fandom than you might think:
it leaves only lladle's irregular column in FUTURE to bring new blood in-
to the groun, (Small consolation:; at least now I won't have to buy ADGE)
Next 1ssue wlll definitely have 1tems by John Berry, G, H. Scithers, Alan
Dodd, and fanzine reviews, all of which were crowded out of this one by
our monstrous letter column., It will also probably be back to our usual
19 or 2l-paze size. And speaklnz of fanzine reviews, I!'d like to at least
mention the major items in the currcnt WSFS sguabbles, It's getting so
you can't tell one dirty rascal frem another without a program. First
program 1s IETROFAN #7, providing vou can still get a copy. This featured
an attaclk on Dave Kyle by one "Edsel HcCune", (¥rite to David MacDonald,
39 E. Uth. St., New York 3, New York) Kyle's slde of the arguement is
presented in THE BELL TOLLS FOR WHOM (David A. Xyle, Radlo Station WPDM,
Fotsdam, W,Y.). Another anti-Xylé blast comes in THE COLE FAX (W. R. Cole,
307 Newkirl: Ave., Erooklyn 30, I.Y, Meanwnhlle, Nlck and loreen Falasca,
5612 Warwick Dr,, Parma 29, Chio, have 1ssued FAIDON'S BURDEN and SON OF
FANDOM'S BURDEN, damning the entlire ircorporation proceedlngs of the WSFS
28 belng unfalr and illegal, and Frank and Belle Dietz have replied in
GROUND ZERO #1 and 2 (Belle Dietz, 1721 Grand AVe o Brofx 52 YA Wt
4C). Some of these mags list prices, but I expect that any of the editors
would be more than happy to send a free sample, Of the entire group, - T
know only the Falascas personglly (plus a nodding acquaintance with
George Raybin) -- the more I read about the whole affalr, the happier I
am about this fact. Brlefly, Cole suffers from pompousness, Kyle from his
attitude of a righteous martyr, and the Dietzes from trying to mix raw,
crude propaganda with a newsletter—type fanzine. (I've been told That
Falasca's zlnes suffer because of an lnabllity of the reader to figure
out Just what they're after, but I hadn't noticed this personally.) Any-
way, If you enjoy Julcy scandal, lawsults, and finfing out what Tucker
and Flelds are argulng about ln this letter column, be sure to ask for
all the above zines., So far, my only posltive opinion on the affair 1s
that I'm glad I've never been assoclated with New York fandom.
Some months back, I announced that a majority of my fanzine reviews
would be transferred from YANDRO to Stuart Wheeler's REE. Some 5 months
later, REE has yet to appear, giving fair warning to fanzine edltors who
conslder accepting my material. At any rate, I still am recelving more
fanzines than I can adequately review here, and so I've promlsed a re-
view column to Bruce Pelz, If PROFANITY falls to gppear, you knhow why.
Every fanzine received here will get reviewed somewhere, though. R3C
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HOU! 10 GET ALOAG W1 ¢ -f-H-4-1-51

—ay=j0e [ hensley-nssisteo sr-bob tucker —

Note to Buck: Mr, Hemnsley, and his expert helpers, all of whom will De
of the came caliber as Mr. Tucker, has promised more informative art-
lcles of this type. In the works now is HOW TO ARGUE WITH RAY PALLER
AND WIN. Future articles will be: HOW TO READ THEZ LEITER COLUHN IN AS-
TOUNDING, PAPER CLIPS AND THEIR USEZS, and of great interest, HOW TO
STOP ARGUING WITH RAY PALMER AND STILL WIN, AL
Second Note to Buck: lir., Tucker can't speaZ for the calliber of iir, Hen-
sley's other helpers, but he wants you tc kinow hls callber is 51N
/Note to The resders: If you want to know which of the authors wrote a
speciflic ltem, apply for a look at the manuscript (rates on reaguest).It
is easy to tell, because Tuciker's typewriter ribbon had much more ink
on it. I an unprepared to stete at thls time the full slgnificance of
this fact. RSC/

P g g ——————— et et

In doing thls serles of informative articles for the editors of YAN-
DRO (a scholerly magazine), I have not perviously needed the help of any
individual, However, for this particular facet of my contribution I felt
that the help of an alleged expert was required. You will find his help-
ful comments interspersed ani mingled with ny own. The truth of the mat-
ter 1s -~ I am personally allerglc to fans. They make me break out 1ln a
rash, I call this dlsease the "Bloch Plague!. (Mot to be confused with
Twonk's Disease, whilch is confined to the armpits.)

However, I have, cver a long perlod of time, studied Fans in thelr
natural habitats, at conventions, club meetings, crowded, well lighted
hotel rooms, uncrowded, unlighted lrotel rooms (fans are barred from
bordellos by union rules) and dingy bars, I have come up with some
theories that are only good sense, Properly used, these theories can
provide the reader with the ease and facility that I have acquired,
despite the handicap I suffer.

: BE IMPRESSED

The most important requirement in gettins along with any Fan is to
be impressed with him, This 1s best shoun by physlcal action: Stend,
with your feet slightly apart, mouth open in awe. VWhen he tells you that
he used to write mash notes for tie COSHIC CIRCLE COMMENTATOR (also a
scholarly megazine),say to him, "Jeez," and hand him the autograph book.
Properly done, this sort of conduct can mgie you the best known
in fandonm,

Look ——- up in the sky! It's a blrd -- 1t's a plane -- 1t's Brunhilde.
eeess,01d Wagner-loving DeWeese
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BE ULIASSUMING

There is no percentage in pushing yourself forward at eny fannlsh
get—-together, especially If you are male. Fans like a person who does
not assume alrs, who is quiet. Thls point is best proved by a true sto-
ry: Fan A and myself once belonged to the same fanclub. Fan A slways
ren the meetlngs, made the motlors, and argued in a loud volce. I, at
the same time, never sald anything. T smiled at everyone, Each year, at
the club's election, the incomling president was required to throw a
perty for the members of the club. Cf course the club always elected
someone that no one liked because of this resquirement. Fan A was elected
Presldent, and subseaquently absconded with the treasvry., I never got fto
see the full conclusion of this dlslike, as I wes excluded from the club
soon thereafter, But you see the significence. (Not saying anything also
gives you the oppontunity to proclaim yourself an independent, splinter
insurgent, and begin collecting fuggheaded statements with which %o
embar-rass vour opponent,)

BE CONVIVIAL

Let's face 1t: Fans drinlk a grgar 4447 bit. Therefore, 1f you want
to be 1lzed, you must learn to drinz 1ntoxlcating beverages, and have
a passling acqualntaiice wlth halr tonle. T spent many years perfecting
my technlque for passing out in hotel rooms with dighity and aplomb.
at the beginning of the perty mske sure that you staZe a clalm some-
where near the bar. hen your glass is empty get 1t filled promptly, if
possible -~ and at someone else's expense, 1f posslible. 4s the evenlng
weers on move clcser to the bed. If you don't do this you may pass out
in anh inopportune position and be stepped on as the party reaches 1its
height. I once passed out over a footstocl and walked in a V shape for

a month, Be the first to pass out —= sou'll zet more notlce and sym-
pathy that way (and more lovirng mention in fanzines)./Don‘t make the
mistake of passing out too soon, though -- good timing 1s important.

The entrance of Reva Smiléy makes an ideal time. RSC/ Usually, after
you perfect my technique, 1t 1s not even necessary to rent a room for
the convention. (4 small, cheap bottls of gin offered to new arrlivals
will bring you an invitation to stay with them, Do so, taklng care %o
choose the best bed. Keep the room key in your possession and malke your
happy, carefree compsnions spend the wee hours huntlng you, so that
they may turn in. This is considered very humorous and provoles nuch
jolly fanzine comment , later.)

BE ERUDITE :

If there ls anything that a fan hates 1% 1s someone who Irnows noth-
ing ebout the people who wrlte in our fleld of endegvour. Therefore
study and now what each lssue of OTHER WORLDS (a scholarly magazine)
and the other leaders of the field contain. (Taking especial care %o
understand the fundamentals of the scholarly editorials.) :

For an exsmple of this you will plesse address yourself (attaching
sufficlent postege, of course) to this sample conversation between kr.
Tucker and myself, This will help you inform yourself of how such a
Irnowledge may help you:

JLHE: "Good to see you, Tucker. Have you read the latest issue of THRIL~
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LING WONDER?"

Tuclter: "Some time ago," - :

JLH: "Good lssue, wasn't 1t? I partlcularly liked the story in 1t called
'The Demollshed Man', by thet new writer, Hamilton,"

Tucker (impressed): "You do read everything, don't you? Right up on all
the latest." S T

JLH (blushing): "Well, after all, this is my fileld and I try to keep
abreast of 1it,"

Tucker (also blushing): "Abreast, did you say?" :

Here we laugh gally at our joint witticism....znd each of us will
later include 1t in our con reports, each taking the credit.
JLH:(Looking around room where ¥arious fans and Pro's are drinking);
"Sey, thls is a Jolly con, isn't 1t? Isn't.that John W. Lowndes over
there? And there's Forrie Asimov with someone's wife or girl friend."
Tucker (nods happily):"Well, I have to run.”

JLH: "Me too. If I don't, someone will take my position near the bar."
(See previous instruction.)
Tucker (Smiling craftily): "I'm bartending."

: IN CONCLUSION
There; see how easy the whole damn thing 1s? As easy as turning out
a one-shot,
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NEW_ YORK INSIDE~
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There's a lot of zines printing that SATA is no more and such tall,
Of course, they probebly got the Lldea from us, but SATA is not dead.
1111 “be et droitng Wi

New York isn't as bad as Dodd thinks, elther,” Right now 1t's pretty
good as far as jobs are concerned anyway. Though, I'1ll have to admift
this job takes a lot out of me. When these guys want a Crawing, they
want it fast! Rush, rush, rush,..end more so than most other cities.Yet,
this is not encugh for me. Yesterday I started golng to nlght school to
study art. Never had any leseons so decided to get some as the rates
arerpather-SeciEld: laehrel 3

411 kinds of rumors going around here. No one seems sure 1f HUMBUG -
is golng to come out or not, but I'm betting it will., Since they moved,
they have to get all set up again, But, there are other rumors of VEN-
TURE and SATELLITE folding and these I do believe. Mr. Boucher isn't
exactly on a vacation now from F&SF as some people have sald. It could
be thet he isn't coming becl,..,.Seems ne was cut down to paying his’
writers 1¢ a word cause of thelr losses and this he didn't care for, so
off he went,

INFINITY goes monthly 1ssue after the current ohe...the current one,
meanhing the issue out this month. Or to be plainer, the lssue out this
month will announce the change and the ohe with my art will be the Iirst
monthly 1lssue. /Shaw must Tike to gamble. RSC/ I'11l be appearing in
INFINITY regularly....l expect all the fans to write Shaw demanding
more Adkins art so I can make all that extra loot and publish SETA in
printed forfi. Royal's horror mag, MONSTERS ON PARADE, wlll be out this
month,/June, that 1s. RSC/

I'11 probably be slow getting eround to prodom as fer as doing a
large amount of pro work, This is malnly due to my lack of tlime and
also, I heve qulte a bit to leern ss far as palnting goes snd I'd like
to learn 1t before trying to do a cover. I'm working oh enlarging my
portfolio.,.this will ftake about a month. Then I'm going to see about
trying to break into ASTOUNDING, just so I can say I worked for the top
stf zlne. Might add that Richard R, Smith and I are wrlting regularly
on this comic strip idea I mentloned to you beforev Got a lot to do be-
fore anything happens, with his agent being in on it, and a buyer, but..
CLASSICS ILLUSTRATED I turned down. Offered me less cash than I'll work
for considering wheat 211 they wented for thelr money.

Did you notice a little zine called MEN'S DIGEST? On page 39 is print-
ed In small blue lettering at the bottom of the page, "Niklta Khruschev,
burly and impassive Soviet dlctator, takes bubble bathes," The same thing
is ¢n nage 42 eand takes up one full page, #U7, I'd sent them a SATA for
art sampies......Pearson raved for g weelk,
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RY—— bill pearson-—

"Ne'ow oo Mo, Min iGaston, - Ttdon¥t Think you undersitand,,...: You see,

I want permission to...well, to change my house." Henry was having an
awful time trying to explaln to his dlstrict co-ordinator and the lat-
ter wes not trying very herd to understand.

"Your request is rather unususl, Mr. Porter," he saild, "Just what
exactly do you meagn?"

This would be the third time Henry had presented his simple request
and kr, Gaston's obstinacy in glving a direct answer wes most annoying.
"I .want to rebulld my house, vou might say," sald Henry, struggling for
aptness in his presentation, "I want to more or less tear it down and
bulld: ite agaln a 1lttle differently., It's been the same for as long as
I can'remefber’ and I thought,...Just for g 1ittle chenge....." Eenry
decided to leave it at that gnd tried to remain calm while wailting for
Hr, Gaston's reply.

He did not scem to be about to say anything:; he simply stared at the
top of the blank desk behind which he sat, apparently in deep thought,

Henry was almost ready to say something else when Mr, CGaston at last
looked at him, "Is something the matter wlth your house?!" He spoke very
slowly and there seemed to be an cdd emphesis on the word "matter'.

"No, no...no,"™ said Henry, deflnitely trylng to curb hls exaspera-
tion, "my house is fine. It houses me; keeps me warm in the winter and

cool in the summer...,but it's the same as every-

/V¢?@€%ﬁi___‘~ body. else's’ housb..,,"
A m_%~““‘*sﬁh "Uh, Hr. Porter, do you mean to say
A -

N that you want to be different?" He seemed
\\\\\startled by the thought. "It Just isn't
; allowed! Conformity is the, er, basls
of the Utopla we are prlvlilezed to
X live in! I'm sorry, but I can't give
.\ you permission for such a request.,’
e RIS ek S gRer 11T R 1 s Bk B <
kad never experienced annoy-
ance, but he now knew lmmed-
late dlspleasure. '
"My, Gaston," he sald,
"My work is at the county
building repairs factory and
I have access to all the mat-
erigls that will be needed to
make over my house, A few of
my friends and I can do all
. the labor -~ Lord knows the
g gunsteuction iis elople —-
P ent s e anaety e hoi-was




groping agaln for
drematic and in- °
telligent wordage,
N CaECEp B yeue
1 e f Bisne B

inconvenience i

no one 1f my >

house 16 (ﬂgﬁi
changed.....é@ {Pﬁ$ﬁ

and 1 1ln- }deg
tend to R =Te
change it!" ﬂ%&”ﬁkﬁ )
53 eese, Unagiat
¥Mr, Porter,

calm your-—

self; obviou

golng to be
satisfled with my
opinion so I will
refer you to the
state commlttee on
stgbllizagtion,.....we
want everyone to be happy. I'm sure you will be able to find a satis-
factoTy solution to your problem,"

Mr, Gaston did not really think Henry had a problem,

Mr, Fillmore, the chairman of the Stabllization Commlittee, was pre-
pared to hear Henry s propositlon,

Henry, himself, was much more sure of himself for his second en-
counter w1th the formidable declding members of soclety. He knew now
what he was going to say, and he thought he knew what this man would
have to say,

"My problem is not really a problem st all," began Henry. "I natur-
ally appllied to my co—ordinagtor for an official okay as the law says
I must, and he, for some reason, referred me to you, Ever since I've
been married Ilve lived in the Same house and worked in the same posl-
tion 1n the same factory. lly neighbors all have houses exeotly_like
mine and my parents had one of the same houses when I was a boy. So,
just for a change, I want to make my house a 1little different...you
know, put the kitchen where a bedroom is now, or put the living room
on the other side or something......"

Mr, Fillmore began to smile... A smirking smile, "There have been a
few silmilar requests in the past, Mr, Porter; for instance, a manh re-
quested that he be allowed to have a different ind of automobile than
his neighbors and a woman wanted a differently desligned gown....even
though there are minor changes ln agppearance of automobiles every five
years and there are complete revislons of all attire each year for ev-
erybody." He paused for g moment. "Now, these people Teallzed their in-
comprehensive evaluation of the subject when we explalned to them what
the consequences of such actions would be,"

__(9 25




Fr. Fillmore had had a good desl to do with public relgtions and
even though Henry had several opportunities to interrupt his slow de~
livery, he did not have the courage to challenge the other's perfect
command of the conversation.

"You see," continued Mr. Flllmore (he spoke seriously as one would
speak serlously to a child, thought Herry), "if we allowed you to change
your house, your neighbors would be jealous,"

"Teaions, " Henry said apologetically, "I'm afrald I'm unacquainted
wish tae word;! :

It G.d not seem to surprise ¥r, Fillmore, "Jealousy is a forgotten
emotion, but 1t had a most extensive meaning five hundred years ago. It
was t?ﬁ most evil characteristic of the humen race for thousands of
years! .

"But what does that have to do with my house?" asked Henry, mentally
angry at himself for having nothing better to say.

"Your neighbors, Mr, Porter, would think you were trylng to outdo
them by changing your house!l'

Fr, Fillmore almost sheered at the expression of wonder On Henry's
face. "But that is 1lloglcal! They could change their homes, 1f that's
how they felt." 1

lr, Flllmore had apparently been walting for Just such a statement.
"Exactly, Mr. Porter, they could remodel their homes; and that 1s Jjust
what they would doi" Mr. Fillmore had it almost memorlzed from this
polnt on. "Now, you live in a slze B community, isn't that right? Con-
slder, Mr, Portec. The people iln your town have by this time followed
your precedent and all constructed houses suitable to thelr liking and
8ll, of course, different from everybody else's. Size A community
thinks, 'Well, do they think they have a bettsr town than ours because
thelr houses are different? We will make over our homes too, and with
our more extensive facllitles we will be able to make them fasteri! Now
size C coamunity sees all this happenlng and thinks, 'Just because we
are small, I supnose they think they are superior to us. We'll show
them a thing or two....we have nmuch mcre space fers and when we rebuild
our homes we will make them larger than the others...!

"Jealousy, Hr. Porter, Jjealousy! It would grow! Nearby counties
would soon become envious.,.pberore long it would be natlonwide and ev-
entually envelop the world! laking the people as miserable and corrupt
a8 the world wae centurles ggo! It would lead to wars, to poverty, to
insanity!" e ' A '

Henry flushed. "I'm really sorry, Mr., Flllmore, but
/’ i inBaRlty g sptwErty ot \
‘ Eﬂ 'Ok S Begtyonr pardghs.ee" ke wondered how To ex—

A{*\l \\ plal?."Look"at 1t this way, ¥r. Porter;:you are happy,
gren't you? ‘

> Henry nodded, but before he could open hls mouth to
say "except I'd like to change my house", lr, Fillmore
continued, "You have all the modern convenlences. No-
body has anything you don't also have! There 1sn't a
person in the world who is any better off than you are!
You eat the same food, wear the same clothes, and have
the same entertainments and recreational faclllities

.~1()-_




that our men in congress have. You work the same
number of hours for the same number of credits
as everycne else and you have the same vacation

allotments. How could there be anything
gruatsr then our system%’

"There are no poor people ,...
peocnle who don't have enough to eat.

I koow, Xt's a horrible thought, but

2 Lokl s Was & time when most of the
people in the world didn't have enough
(e 2 AL

Henry was beginrning to understand all too well the thlngs he had
talken for gra anted all Ris TETc

"Crime, Ui, Filliore went on, "when someone took something from
someone else by force, and war, an offshoot of crime, were all basically
promnpted by sone form of JealOUSJ. imbalance of the mind was commonplace
+...and thesec are only a few things Life in the past was predominately
a hit or miss affalr —— you never knew what vou mig zht be doing from year
to year. Can you lmnagine such an exleteace!"

G Flllnore hed corncluded his lecture except for Henry's problen,

and as Henry had guesscé, 1t had ell beecn leadlng up to one big "no',

"You can see, I'm sure," he said, "that your plan 1g quite impos-
sible, It would inqeed be wonderful if everybody could have a new style
house every once in a whilg....out 1t supposedly took over two hundred
years to bulld our present model for ecvery famllj in the world,

"Every family in The world,...." whispered Henry to himself. Thé
volce of the chalrman droned on, losing finally that sense of greatness
that had held Henry's interest,

"e..and 1tl's all the bullding and repair factories can do to keep
all these houses ln perfect condition...."

Later that evening, when Henry got home at exactly 5:23, as he did
every night, hls wife Ssndra greeted him just as she had every night
since they had been married.

"Did you get permission to chance the house, dear?"

"Wo," saild Henry, "I didntt, ¥r. Fillmore suwmested we go oh our va-
cation to some part 0f the world as dissimilar as possible from here."

"Well," sald Ssndra,"maybe it's for the best... it would probably
be so stfdnqe to have erytnlng 80....80 different.

HJerry looked up queerly at his wife, Hde was thinklng. He had been
thinklng quite a Al afternoon., Sendra's last statement made his
decision for him, "We're going to ciiange the house, ¥ he sgid, with an
attitude of absolute finality.

"But they told you 3ou couldn't," Sandra wailed, without understand-
Ine, M TheyrE T Sfop: yobs :

Henry seemed to lmagine a bad taste in his moutn, and it was becom-
ing more intense, : -

"We're going to change this house," he said,

CHICAGO IN '59!
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"Our plalet you see," the 3em adnitted, "is simlilar to Zarth in
all regpects eAcept one. Our green sun indicates that we do not need
oh*oro“hyJL to synthesize carbohydrates, since the sunlight 1tself 1s "
rich ln chlorophyll." -

"Just where is thls sun of yours?" asked Spaceman Jim.

PRy ousCal Eab el

Stop, frowvning at the typewrlter. Vaat star is green enough to con-
tain chlorophyll? For that matter, could a green sun contaln chloronhyli?

And here a scene is reoeated whicn I have repeated literally Qozens
of times since I started writing seci-fiction; a mad dzsh to the book
cese where I pull out four invelugble books qnd stert leafing tbraugh
them to map my way sround the Terran Empire -- which, in my stories at
lesst, spans "half a Gelaxy". (Plesse don't ask me which half,)/And ad-’
mire my restraint for not saying anything sbout spanning a Calaxy lovel.

~R3C/

_The first book is the ore I use most, It's a 1ittle bltty book,abcut
thél size OT u pocheh-book, entltled A FIELD BOOX OF THE STARS, by William

73TyLer Olcott, publisied in 1907 by G.P. Putnam's sons. My copy ls the’

Third Zdltion, printed ln 1935, and 1f it hasn't been reprinted since,it
ought to be. :

It lists every major constellation agnd most of the minor ones, tells
how t0 locste them in the slty and what to look for with an ooera—olass
or small telescope; furthermore, 1t llsts virtually all of ths named
sters, glving tne meaning of their names, and, in an easy-to-use llst-
ing, zives thelr position, date of culmlnation, color and approxinate
movement and slze, For instance, rinning my eyes down the listing, I

note Algenlb, a lilac-colored star, and -- Lere we are —- a green ster,
Al Rescha, meanlng Wthe cord", and located "in the knot Jolning the T10
fishes together" -- which meano in the constellation Pisces. The sclen-
- ] ~ >3 tific name 1s Alpha Plscem.
/2%g§“4 '\ P If I were looking for an Earth-type star,
A7 (D) /K?:th4uisij coUTd take my cholce of —- openlhg a page :
g@%; /z%g/ lgﬂpxkrlvw at random -~ 8gbilz (Nu Ophliuchi), a pale-
I Jﬁﬁ‘ .7 #ﬂ\ r\ vellow star in the left leg of the Serpent
A3 2 B ,h\ Besrer, or Sadalsuud (Beta Aouaril) 1n the :
4\ﬂ WA :bﬁ A\ sioulder of Aquarius. Turning to these :
M 7S A \jf v constellations, I can read further about
Wi =2 =\ either star. (Incldentally, from the same
4 £{ J /;{i}(g ng%ﬁ book, I learn that the most Sun-llike star
g\ ey 4 VN g is Capella, located in Aurlga, and hence
L o Qfé%ip this, rsther than Aldebaran or Rigel,would
ot s be a su-qulu place:; tor-“an Tarth~uy96 plan--

6(_.)
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A good handbook for actual observation
of the stars themselves 1s A BIGINNER'S
STAR BOOK, by Kelvin licKready, also publish- !
ed by G.P. Putnam, in 1937. This contalns Qé\\_~’
ectual photographs of the sky, each cne keyed \
to a numbered chart, with the stars on the ;
photograph identified on the chart. Any- ///,%
one who has trled to locate constellatlions / ’
from the average bewildering star-map v i
will be delighted by the clarity of this \
one. The book itself 1s good reading; lUr.
McKready subtitled his book "The Stars —-

With Astronomy Left Out®, He states, on

the flrst page, that he sees no sense in
forcing the pupll tc busy himself with the

grim mysterles of slderegls, solstices and nodes
before he has been brought face to face with the "friendly realities of
the sky",

Fo¥ the reader who wants to know something about the mechanics of
the sky, the Galaxy, the atmosphere and the general theme of celestlal
movements, probably the best book is the currently-avellable pocket ed-
itlon of Leo Hattersdorf's A KZ¥ TO THE HEAVENS, A Premler Book, it
costs the huge sum of 35 cents., I would conslder it basic reading for
anyone who wents to write, or to read intellligently, the kind of sclence-
fictlion dealing with outer space; even such a basic skimming~course ln
astronomy wlll permit some discrimination between sober, factual "fic-
tionallzed science" and the wildest flights of extrapolative fantasy.

There 1s also a chapter on gravity which I wish T had been able to
regd before submitting the flrst draft of my CENTAURUS CHANGELING to
editors; I might have avoided the caustic comment, "I neither under-
stand nor believe iln your gravity-shifts!" Instead, I had to change
my complex gravitational system for a freak atmosphere.

There 1s also g pocletbook avallable, this one by sn old-time «
sclence-fictlon writer, A. Hyatt Verrill, which makes a nice companion—
plece to Hattersdorf's book; I mentioned 1t, without reviewing, in my
descriptlon of pocket—books on the newsstands. It!s called THE STRANGE
STORY OF OUR EARTH, and it gives a good basic introduction to geology
and planetary history. Any writer who has ever had to invent a prehis-—
torlc planet could do worse than keep this book on his desk., Verrill
dlsposes of the myth that our coal and oil will be "exhausted", describes
dinosgurs and pterodactyls as iIf he had dlssected them, explalns vol-
canlc action so that even I can visualize 1t, and gives five alternate
theories for the succession of glaclial ages.

There 1s a pocket editlion avallable (but I don't own it, having the
hardcover) of the fourth book on my "invaluable" list, Hoyle's FRONTIERS
OF ASTRCNOMY, The writer who asked where to dig out "a few elementary
sclentlfic facts" could do worse than invest in this book. I've consult-
ed 1t four times during the writing of my current story; %to verify which
direction the splral erms of the Andromeda Nebula are pointed, to check
up on current advances 1ln radloastronomy, to refresh my memory on the
work of a radiotelescope, and to correct my ilmpression of Earth's sun

_13_._
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in theo Gelaxy,
Now, admittedly, sclence fictionh storles -- and good cnes —- can
be written, and read, wlthout this sort of meticulous sclentific searc.-
Jnn My personal oninion however, 1s that the science~-fiction writer
nvlv uPT“OL regd too much in th popular-science fleld, By acquirling
a wide talking-knowledge of the sciences, even 1f tils lnowledge is
superflcial, he will avoild such siliy mistahcs as speaking of the
whoosliing noises made by the meteors ags they pass the spaceship; he
will aveld going to the trouble of laboriously extrapolating a gadget,
only to diccover that sald gadget wes invented last year (it's haopened
to me); and he will realize how foolish Spaceman Jim was to belleve tiae
Bem when he spoke of a chlorophyll sun -- since tihe Bem smelled bad.
Unqcientlfic but good fun to read and:- an endless source of charact-
er-concepts, afu a couple of books on astrolegy, whaose insight into
psychology and character puts tie observation of the gypsy fortune-
teller to shame., Curiously enough, the esstrology magazlnes and books
are the only current source of certaln types of astonomlcal informgtlion,
such as The position of the planets emong the constellations; once the
Zodiacal constellation-belt has been completely leerned, the Astrologl-
cal symbol "Mars ln Aquarius® will locate the planet much more simply
than any lengtihy sky-searching, (It 1s even more useful to locate such
planets as Saturn or Neptune, whose color and character are not so in-
stantly distingiushable as tne blood-red c6al of Kars or the burning
gold of Venus, 4strology magazines glso 1list ecllpses and constellatlons,
ahd wlll femilierize the student of astronomy with the sigh-language

‘whieh has been adopted almost whole from the older science. Question:

Would: enyone be interested ln s further article on astrology? And do

you: really want to hear sbout Satanism? /We already have a resounding
YES: on the Satanism column, frcm Joe Sanfers, RSC/

Flushed with arrogsnce over hls last contribut*on Gene DeWeese sub-
mitted the following GLOSSARY OF SSRTORIAL TERLS, grudglngly acknowledg-
ing some assistance from bev deweese.

Belbesveiastlenseseseoaconstructed’ Brasslere....holder of hot charcoal
BB T Bt v ae eSSl ratetn 4 \Chenlges o oW, v emal 1 female: rodents
Cloak......s0und made by chlcken Crevat, .deslre for a certain object
D S S s il e e et s DR O COMRES - o P BEEES | o Se el o, T L S ShepR e hY
Bold inividniricapast v bensesof . Haires Lingdhlies sy oo oo -apunclrof “loafers
O R s b i s ot heres - Nechl e .-F il v v.unsucces sl date
Heglic ee..............Inattentive S Cr e R Sl e e e v o ¢ OF ~-COUESE
Qhawl..............Georg@ Bernard BSuit....alrborne residue from stove
R T i v e b e e Vs Al T el A Ve Sl by v b o snasOpPRCEIfe O east
Tuxedo,....from an old folk song: "they planted his body deep nheath the

tree - C,

and there in the ground he tuxedo'

"A couple of "lastmen" Boucher somehow missed: {by the above..people?)

The last man on earth sat alone in a gift shop, Tnere was a knieck-knack
onh the door.’ lhe last man on earth sat zlone in a
delicztessen, There was a knockwurst on the door,

S Iz_l By



~/CON_REPORIEx—

, by DONALD FRANSON—

/Note: recent yesrs have seen the increase of the "personal" con report,
end a vast lncrease in all reports, as each fanzine editor rushes into
print with a con report after every con. Always in advanee of trends,
YANDRO now brings you the ultimate 1ln the "personal® con report, written
so that you can enjoy 1t a% the con Lnstead of having to walt on 1t.RSC/

The Swankton was a pretty falr hotel, as con hotels go. Right away
I met this bunch of fans, living it up at the bar, They were laughing
and Jjoking, and welcomed me to theilr midst, They sure hed a sense of
humor, They laughed 1like crazy at everything I sald. They had a sense
of wonder, too. They wondered what i was talking about, After a while
I sald, "It sure 1s refreshing not to hesr you guys talk about sclence
flction." "Vhat the hell is science fiction?" they sald, and laughed
like crazy, and I laughcd too, They sure were fannish. We had a hell of
a good time. We talked about everything -- everything except SF, that
1s. Those guys really knew how to steer clear of the subject. They
showed me the town, and three days went by like three hours. I didn't
stay for the last-minute festlivities, whatever they were. I went on
home, I had a hell of a good time.’

Two weeks later I met Joe Creep, the guy from whom I borrow mimeo
paper off of, "I didn't see you at the con," was his flrst words. "I
didn't see you either," I sald, "but boy I had a hell of a good time."
"Doing what?" he sald., "You must have been hiding., I was to all the
events, and didn't see you., I sure expected to see you at the place
where they gave out gll the free liquor." "What free liquor? I had all
I wanted from the fans I was with," I said, "What fans were you with?"
he sald, "Nobody that I know saw you. I looked all over the Jerkton
for you myself." "The Jerkton?" I sald, "What convention was at the
Swankton, then?" "How the hell should I know?" sald Joe. "I was at the
Jerkton, where the Stfcon was."

I guess I'll never know, now, what convention I attended, But I had
a hell of a good time.
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ADVENT: Publlishers, P.O. Box 9228, Chicagc 90, Ill.
Bill Pearson......see letter column for new gddress
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BOB TUCKXER, Box 702 Bloomington, Tllinois v
ell 81r I wroie thet provocative letter with my eyes wide open,end
here I zm defending my honor and so forth, I must defend it with vusto
for 1t was distressing to discover that George W. Fields not onlJ put
words into my mouth butf attitudes into my he ad which I dlsavow. Ly orig-
lnal auestions were as follows:
(1) Fow muy offlcers be removed from of*ice before their term explres?
(Azsuming that a Tepsonable cause arlises,)

I wasn't casting balt; I am not interested in "why anyone should
have that power" o0r that fgo fer there's been no real necessity" for
wanting to remove officers., I don't want to remove any offlicers, as of
this date, But I WOle lile to know how they may be removed AL realize

... ——

thelr own house by aopointlng ubstitute comnitteemen, but i+ does not
give them authority to remove or replace elected OpflCCPS There 1is ﬂj
quzstion, How may elected offlcers (Di“ectors Historlans, Attorneys) te
removed in mid~term? I don't bellietve they can be removed, *however ser-
ious the cause, but I invite the answer which will correct my bellief,

(2) How does one remove Geroge Nims Raybin from his office, ever? (Again
assumlng that a cause for removal arises,

Fieids' replay is not valid: ",.,if a cause for removal exists and
the con committee doesn't sece fit to remove sald officer, elect someone
else." Elect who? As noted apove, I stronglj doubt that the committee
canh fire Raybin; hé is protected by the Ey-lLeaws, Please note that he 1s
not a hired employee but an elected member. The committee can purge
Themselves, but no one else,

Elect who? Please follow thls: our Sceciety is incorporated under the
laws of New Yorlk state; our legsl offlcer must be an attorney to the
bar of that state, and must malntzin an ofTICe in that state. The legal

ficer now ls Georbe Mims Raybin, becsuse he measures up to the quall-
ficqulons end beceause he is o an who will do the work. Hls term of of-
fice is four yeers, with no provislion for removing him in mid-term. Ragy-
bin must be re-elected each four vesrs unless (a) Joe Hensley or Marvin
Minded relinquish their present prectice and move to New York, or (p)
the Socliety hires an ouuside attorney in New York to represent us. I do
not expect "a" or "b" to happen. I am under the impression that if we
fall to .maintgin 'a Yew York attorney in a New York offlce, our-Soclety
will be null znd void, or something, =nd we will cease to exist as a
New York corporaticn. /Sounds like a dandy ides; let's try it. RSC/

I certainly did not aquestlon the Jjob Raybin 1s do;ng nor did I im-
ply or hint that he had made any mistakes., Question #2 contalns two sen-
tences seeking information, and nothing more.

(3) How does en ordinary member 1odg= or plead a grievance against an
officer, and what machinery exlets to hesr him?

Thzt guaestion seems to be In the process of beinz =nswered, if re-
cent, stories of lawsults and threstcrnad izwsuits are anh angwae, 1 recog-—
nize that a grievaice agaianst a fommrtaeeman can be lodged with the
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commlttee as a whole, and can be heard, but my question dealt with el-
ected olflicers, I see no By-Lew machinery to deal with a hypothetical
grievance, and so I Suppose that a court is the only machinery availatle,
A pity. Flelds 8ald, in part: "I cen't flgure out how anyone could have
a grilevance sgalnst an Officer," By this time, I trust, he understands
hat these things co happen,

But I will go along with him in his statement that convention com-
mlttees tear thelr hoir and worry about the con; I know, having been in-
volved with two conventions, And damned if there wasn't at least one
misunderstanding, or grievahce, per hour; with one con 1n particular
setting an all-time low for vituperative 1n-fighting,

(4) How 1s 1t possible to completely remove from New York state any ves-
tige of control? !

That's a simple auestlon, but this was Flelds' answer: "I'd never
thought I'd see the day when locale became the basls forp such an argu-
ment, What's the matter with New York ~- there some sort of inherited
disease or something out thera? Really, Bob, that attltude doesn't seem
at ali pertinent, "

Well, really, George, I agree that that attitude doesn't seem at all
pertinent, It 1s most lmpertirent,and I wonder who suggested 1t%? Ilnm
sure I didn't; as far as I'm concerned, you still'haven't seen the day
when locale became the basis for such an argument. Until now I avolided
argument and contented nyself with asking four questions which were im—
portant to me, The state involved could be Californis or I111lnois, and
I would still ask, risking whatever helnous diseases as might be lurking
there. Attend this: the By-Laws 6peclfy that at least three New York
fans must remaln on the board of officers, at gil times, for the Soclety
to remaln legal, That 1s the subject of ny question. This Soclety cannot
elect slx fine, quallfied Directors from California, or I1linals, or
Michlgan or Alabama —- or any other combination, Two dlrectors must re-
main forever in one state. And as hoted above, an Illinois attorney (Min-
des) or anh Indiang attorney (Hensley) cannot gepve as our legal officer,
That, too, 1s restricted to one state,

Suppose the time should come, when by accldent or design, the mem-
Bers ol «this Soclety would want all thelr offlcers to come from any of
the U7 states except New York? IT Couldn't be done, It may be difficult
for some fans today to understend why anyone would want to prevent g
certaln locale -- any certaln locale —— from having a conventlion, or
from having in lnportent volce in g convention, But 1n the not so recent
past, fanzine fang and conventlon fans fought bitterly to prevent a cer-
taln city from getting g convention: for gix or seven years they fought
hard to deprive this certain clity of g convention, for whet they consid-
ered good and sufficient reasons, and 1%t could hapren agaln, anywhere,
Few fans wear haloes,

As you say, George, there's no reason why the WSFS shouldn't be
questioned, I'n doing just that; and as of thils date, I have absolutely
no desire to wreclk, dismember, impalr op impugn the Scciety, But geey. g
would be nice to receive rour elmple, clear-cut, brief answers to four
clear-cut questions,

GEORCE W, FIELDS, 3607 Pomons Blvd., Montebello, California
To answer your” (and Tucker's) questlon first: Jack Speer 1s an ob-

—
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vlous replacement for Revbin., But as long &s he
does his Job; ‘well I can't sece even talking
ebout rcplacing somebody who is dolng o1l that
work for free., You could glso find a non-fan Zor
a legal advisor -~- nothing eays he has to be a
fan (tho isn't 1t best to have g fan?)
Sucggestlons after the con are now far and in
(%! between with the new "personal mode of con ro-
:3\ ) ports, And those suggestions don't help us a
N\7% <27 bit (they hardly help the next con, consider—
'!”’/,:jwif.ing that thelr policy will be unlike ours).Of
AN XX* course, Af thcre 1s a lack of suggestions, we
Ji/” ~cen believe that we are dolng the right thing o
27t far? (There were suggestions in FANAC, but they
T Z=% hardly helped us because all the information was

f? E o ey
:(5

By the by, thls thing with Kyle. The commit-
tee will have to taZe part of the blame for the
Sult and the withdrawal since we found that we
dld give Dietz and Raybln a go ahead on thclir own discretion, It was
pretty obscure, and didn't hint ot a suit, but 1t did give them the le-
gal right to go ahead as 'SFS offlcers and "do what they thought best',
Course, now Kyle has threatened %o sue us if he wins the case, gnd
therefore we should drop the case. The only reason he has us in a cor-
hor is becausec he 1s a Soclety officer and an officlal at the NY¥con
wlth practically a family of lawycrs, Kyle refuscs to prove his innocence
(even with a free lawyer) but would ratherthresten us, Sounds pretty
shady to me, )

And as for the WSFS itself —- 1ts workings, etc, Well, it's misun-
derstood a great deal and there's a lot to be answered. I think thore
should be a panel of WSFS to answer questions from the con floor on the
Soclety. Of course, this seems 1llke asltlng for it because the more vin-
dictive and dogmatic fans are bound to tege some of the half truths
floatlng around as bases for questions. :

P,S. Forgot to say that it was Raybin who tried to get things settled
without a suit, and Kyle has lgnored that. Probably afraid It will con-
firm something? 1

/Frantzly, I don't follow the reasoning on Xyle gt all., If Raybin wasn't
conflident that he could win a lawsult, he had no business instigating
one in the first place; if the con comnlttce and officershad no confl-
dence in Raybin's judzement they shouldn't have authorized him to use
1t, and 1f they do have confidence i Raybin and Ravbin has confidence ;
in his case there 1s no reason to drop 1%, In this instance, I can heart-
11y agree with Raybin's conclusion that he has been stabbed in the back,
Jack Speer's address is North Bend, Washington, One of the requirements
of the WEFS legal officer 1s that he maintain an office in New York, I
won't state positively that Speer doesn't meet this requirement, but if
he does he certainly has s helluva long way to commute. And I can't
gulte see your objections to posslible gbuses of directoral power when
your chief argument in favor of the Soclety 1s the possible loss of mon—
oy 1n the future. One argument is as valld as the othcr. Fersonally, I'd
prefer to get things settled before an tmergency arlses. And after gll,

Raybin isn't going to be around forever, RSC/
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DON FOED, Box 19-T, RR#2 Wards Corner Rd., Loveland, Chio

1'd like to rise t0 the balt offered in a letter from George W,
Fields. ile states: "And don't fool yourself; a con committee can losc
money whether they sre cautious or not, They've lost 1%t all through
fanrlsih history, Orly now have the losses mounted..,.."

I don't know whether he is referring 1o all cons or simply %o all
World Conventions. "All through fannish history" takes 1n quite a bit
of territory. If George is willing %o po back as far as 1949, T!'d lile
to cite some figures: Total groSs receipts of the Cinvention were
$1307.15. Expenses were 2443, 95, Profit -- $863.19, This profit was di-
vided as follows: {50 for NFFF; $150 to Norwescon (we'd received 850
from Torcon); {150 books for Australia: $150 books for England. Balance
to Cincinnatl Fantasy group, the hosts, At that time the fandoms in
Englend and Austrella were recuperating from the war 2nd there were bans
on sending out money, ete., which made getting books almost impossible;
plus the lack of organizations 1A both countrles, This was intended to
boos?% thelr morale, which it dild, and ail items were voted upon at a
regular buslness meeting, ' :

Feglonal cons are another thing, of course. I'd like to point out,
though, thet the Midwestcons have never gone into the hole financially.
This, Acspite no registratlion fee or memberships.

No doubt others will care to write about other con's finances. I re-
call Philcun I passed {50 on to Toronto, who in turn passed this along
to Cincinnati (note to ed: one t in Clncinnatl). / Note to writer: thank
to you, I can now spell Cincinatti perfectly. RSC/Thus, I feel certaln
that there are 3 cons who d1d not lose money and I belleve Cleveland in
1955-41d vall ®Ezht, booy _

/Well, I don't think George meant to imply that every conventlon lost
money, Jjust that money had been lost before the New York flssco.

But anyway, thanl's for bolstering my opinion that 'a con \

committce that 'nows what 1t's doing doesn't need to be \ | S

"protected". RSC/ | : &}\\ “r
NN

BOB LENAN, 2701 So. Vine St,, Denver 10, Colorado
Well, now, I see in #5 that I've acquired an
anti-fan: viz., Don Stuefloten, who 1s umbrageous
enough to become rather testy because of my ciitia WA/
clsm of his "Wind". I think he's right. If he be- PR A
lieves ln what he's doing, he ouzht to defend it, ' '
But at the same time, I think that someone with
his obvious capacity for handling the English
language could produce. better invective than
misspelling my name, or calling me "what- p
zisname." Don's reference to major and minor °
prem:ses leads me to belleve that he has

been exposed to a course in logic; has he e e
hegrd of argument ad hominegz It should <E;\\_ e s

be pointed out thal 1T Is a basic fallacy ﬂ«—-2::?i;\} { S
in argumentatlon, and has nothing whatever e £ m\\\\\

to do with the subject being argued., It may
be that I began this indirect name-talling ADBRING -
by modifying his name, in my letter, with the
(epparently) invidiaus adjective, "young"; if
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go, I apologlze, and will make every effort hereln to keep matters on
a besis of rational arsument, '

The baslc mlsunderstanding here, I think, is in the definition of
"styie'. Don seems to think of the word as meaning an odd or gqueer or
unusual style of writing. That's not what "style" means; your style oy
to put 1t simply, the way you write., Any first-rate writer has a recog-
nlzable style; whether you handle words in an ordinary or an esoterilc
vay, you're going to handle them in your own way, and snhyone with an ear
for words ought to be able to distingulsh between writers by thelr

styles —- even 1f they're only newspaper columnists. How wihen Don uses
the word "style" he uses i% to mean utlillzing words in a pecullar way,
not to mean -- as is proper -- simply the way words are uSed. hLe betrays

this curious hlatus in his education by citing Cozzens as a writer with-
out "style', Cozzens possesses, as 1t happens, a most distinct and rec-
ognlzable style -- s0 recognizable, ln fact, that the NEW YORKER, a few
months ago, published a parody called "By VWords Obsessed", whith was ln-
stantly recognizeble as a parody on Cozzens, One might, indeed, go so
- far es %o say that Cozzens 1s our foremost styllst since Henry James.In
hls careful attention to the meaning of words, in his preclse knowledge
of what words imply, in his endless gqualification of the words he has
used (lest the reader put a meaining upon them which he did not intend),
Uozzens has evolved one of the most individual -- and, to my taste, one
of the best -- of styles among modern novelists. A close reading of the
canon willl show the evolution of thre style, from the esarly pot-bolling
snort stories to "By Love Possessed",

And then we have Don's 0dd proncuncément upon Joyce's "Portralt Of
The Artist As A Young ian", He says: "...his first draft was perfectly
normal uninsplired prose —- which so dlsgusied him he threw it out and
wrote the brilliant version we heve tcday". Now if Don would read that
egrly verslon -- which was called "Stephen Hero", and which has been
publighed by New Directions -- he would discover a clear improvement in
manner in "Portralt", but no hin% of the stylistlc innovations which
blossomed in Joyce's next book, "Ulysses", And, in any case, Joyce is
the most perfect proof that Don's thesis that style is a reflection of
the guthor's unconsclous mind is false; where is it possible to find an
author who labored so long and so hard over every word, where canh you
discover a wrliter who revised so laboriously, where, among all the writ-
ten works of man, is there g book which was rewrltten so often as "Fin-
negans Wake"? Has Don ever actually resd Joyce? '

Don brings Faulkner into his argument, As it happens, I am a Faulk-
ner buff, and a longtime Faulkner collector (I am now four short of a
full set of first editions, and I have a unigue item) and I am appalled
et Don's cavaller clitatlon of Faulkner in support of his curious no-
tions, Don is, for example, factually incorrect: he says, "His (Faulk-
ner's) first few novels (which he had to pay to have published) were
fairly straightforward, but everywhere, sometimes whole paragraphs, were
the marks of style that made him great." Favlkner's first novel was
"Soldier's Fay!; 1t was published by Liveright in 1926; his second nov-
el was "Hosquitoes"; i1t was published by Liveright in 1927; his third
nevel was "Sartoris"; 1t was publlshed by Hercourt, Brace ln 1929, He
was pald for agll of these, Faullnher never pald to have a novel published,

Don &ays: ",,.Faulknsr!s early stuff vwas heavy on style, his unpub-
lished early days marked by very viclent, citen sadlstic % R el NoI R R e
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like to ¥now where Zon zot that information. The earliest extant writ-
ings of Faulkner are some sketches he published in the Few Orleans
TIMES-PICAYUNE in 1925, These were publlshed in imperfect form by "Faulk-
ner Studles® in 1953 {in "firrore Of Chartres Street") and in 1955 (two
sketches which the first volume had mlssed) in "Jealousy And Episode',

The whole thing, in proper scholerly form, was published by Rutgers
Unlverslty Bress thils year, with Carvel Collins as editor, The profes—

sors don't know of any eariier wrltings than those -- L1f Don has turned
up some earllier ones, which are unknown to Faulkner scholars, I would
be gratified to have them pointed out to me —- I can't think of an eas—

ler route to a Ph.D. I very mueh fé&w that Don 18 lnventing things here;
We now ought to dig back into Don's argument, which 1s that "style"
means pecullar wrlting, But before we do so, it ounht to be established
beyond guestion thet that 1s whet he means by "style". And to establish
this, I need only refer you to the first paragraph of his letter; he

spea’s of "straight fictlon" -- as opposed to "style"; he speaks of "per-
fectly normal uninsplired prose" -- as opposed to "°ty1e"; he says, "Much
of !'Sanctuary’ is stralght prose" -— as opposed to "style'.

Now that, I think, is pretty clear evidence thet what Don means by
"atyle" is preclselv this: a styvle that 1s disdainful of the rules of
Inglish grammar and syntax, & style thot malkes 1ts own rules in ordér
to neke 1ts point. And while ne uses words 1ln an unconventional way, I
wouldn't argue with his premise that Yyou got to write the way you got
to writed, But I don't think vou can forget the rules until you know
them perfectly. As Don himself says, "Dubliners'" shows what an enormous-

ly fine grasp Joyce had on the language and any student of Faulkner
Inows thet those involute sentences couldn't be contrived without so
firm a grasp upon the language that errcr is a1l but impossible, I think
it's 1like this: a sculptor can't whittle o i1lo Venus until he knows
how to use a hammer and chisel: a farmer can't crente a new hybrid un—
TLE e lnowq how to raise corn; a tycoon can'!t create s new combine
untll he Inows what there 1s t0 know sbout the ramificatlions of busi-
ness; and a writer can't embark 1nto the wild blue yonder unless he is
well acquainted with his tools, which are words and grammar.

Which will be enough on that. And enough of everything; but I want
to sey thet #5 is as good as usual, and thet Adkins gossip column was
the most fascinating thing Ilve seen in a fanzlne recently.

/Well, never say thet YANDRO ign't educatlonal....thls is one argument
I'm afraid to get ilnto, Next round to Stuefloten? RSC/

DAVE JENRETTE, 1939 SW 1hth, Terrace, iilami, Florida

Itve been watcilng this discussion in your letter col, concerning
von Braun, etc., and thot I'd throw in my two cents worth I may not
add anythwng of’ value, but will get it off my chest., There seem %o be
several factors at work and here are what to me seem to be the prob-
lems: (1). Is 1t falr to condemn one part of g group for what the en-
tire group dl1d%? The answer is NC, The person lnvolved may very well
have been as responsible as the group, as guilty as the group, but just
blaming him because he is a member of the group isn't Valid by logical
thinking, It ls committing the fdllacy of division. Here's an example:
1, Fandom as a whole 1s crazy. \mo arguments there, I hope.)
>’ Buck Coulson is a fan, /Ted "hite doesn't think 8o. RSC/
3. Buck Coulson 1ls crazy. /Tnere goes your argunment, RSG/




Buck nay very well be crazy, but he'd be the last one to szree
that the reason for this was that he was a fan. /I'm not crazy because
I'm a fan; I'm a fan because I'm crazy. RSC/

To show thgt von Braun didn't escape and thus went slong with the
VMazis, Cordon says that ne didn't try to escape and that he could have
eqsilv done so, Thls may not be so easy to prove. After all, there
might heve been a great deal of reasons why he didn't esceoe thet we
now nothing about Another thino von Braun may have thOught the Cer-
man cause wes right; and we can 't criticize him there because after all
we think our cause 1s right! Which leads to problem (2). Do our opinions
as a natloral creature (fhe whole countrr) really have loglcal bases
that each indivldual can believe in? I think I can show that they don't,

Let's go baclz . to World War I, Untll the ocean liner with some

//’\ Americans on 1t was sunk by a U-boat,tnere
) was considerable doubt as to “which slde the
L// L USA would taze!
T There wasS strong German feeling in the
////’ ‘“\\\Q> US and we, after agll, owe a great deal to
{7 [ NS the Germans, For exsmple, tho we use Roman-
“4/ oy }:éghr\& 3 lc words, our syntax and grammar structure
/ 7t VV\\\"-«~j/ is essentla71y Teutonic.
£ o 1 {y oot Furthermore (and this 1s based on my
o \ |

own observatlons while travelling 1n both
Encland and Germany 1n the past year), I
tiiink that Americans get along better with
Germans and have more in common with them
than they do with the British! And the réa-
sons, which aren!'t really essentlal here,
pré not 100% fis attering to the Germans —-
or the Americans, (And whlle I say that
this 1s based on my own observations, I
think I can show you relevant data that
helps substantiate my position -~ if it 1s
seriously dcubted,)

Let's go to other examples of how we
Shinleas-a naten. Lookiat Fihland. There
have been times when the US opinlon of
Finland was that it was a country of fas-
cists and hazle: a couple of montne later

?

: 3 | #2 the oplinion 1s that 1t's a brave 1little
{ J ; \\Vﬁ& SRR WJLJ country reslsting the commles --- and back
{ et R

lw&J \ ) !

&,J and forth it went llke a pendulum. You
ﬁ/%- practically had to read your paper every
;‘jf\ day to see what side you should be on,
I(ﬁ & And look how much we 1liZed Russla

‘\ !

u F ri / éﬂ during the war!
| 1 : & b 5 Yhat's my concluslon? It's that our
\(! H \ g ;\\@ {}/ hates and dlslikes as a nation have 1little
”\ ﬂ A &éﬂﬁ“éé R sorano-.reanl’ DEBYe rin Fact =~ e&peclally
> S when it can veer back and forth so quickly.

|
)/) Q> e e ne AL 0K, assumlnc that I have made my points
e ~ A I contlnue and try to form a logleal pro-

gress
""\i"

o e



| -.

1. Natlonal opinions are not always correct.

2. Zven 1f they are correct, they do not necessarily
apply to an individual,

CONCLUSION: It is hard to be quite sure in any way

that von Braun should be hounded, ridiculed, attaclked

or otherwlge condemned, There is (and I'm not deny-

ing 1t) the possibility that he should be, but you

can't derive this by Ilogic in any way.

BUT -- are there any reasons for liking, encour-
aging, or being friendly with von Braun?

You're darned right there are! Can anyone deny
that von Braun has ¢ontributed a great deal to the
science of rocketry, etc., that has definltely helped
this country and even the world? OK then, you have a
perfectly good and valld and logical reason for 1lik-
ing him, and an uncertaln, doubtful reason or rea-—

sons for disliking him, THERE SEEMS TO ME TO BE
ONLY ONE WAY A RZASCNABLE PERSON CAN THINX,
/Um-hmmm, Now name me one reasongble person, R3C/

Alan Dodd's hatred of Germans 1s justified, Not
necessarlly Justified by truth and reality (tho this
1s a strong possibility), but by the fact that the
British nation could not have survived 1f 1t had not
hated the Germans with thelr hearts and soula!

The losses that the Britlsh had were terrible.
Even today the damage can still be seen —-- not just
the damage to the buildings, but to the capitel for-
matlon, the way of 1life, the thinking of the country.
It 1s not a well-known fact, but throughout orld
War II except for the last slx months there were
more British ocommonwealth troops 1n front line action
than Americans. In other words, the Dritish took the
full brunt. Huch more of their young vital blood was
spilled than ours -- this for a nation with less
than half as many people as ours, When you criticize

’

‘the fallure of the Britlsh economy to recover, think

of that.

BOYD RAEBURN, 9 (lenvalley Drive, Toronto 9, Ontario,
CANADA ~ Most croggled by thet crack asbout the people
singling the Ox Drivers Song. If this attitude were
always held in folkmuslic circles, 1t would stop the
communist folksinger types from singing thelr dreary
songs about The Workers. Apropos of this, I onoe

saw in a communist magazine the phrase "herolc steel-
workers" (they were tallking about & mural in Rocke-
feller centre)., I asked Dick Ellington why a steel-

worker should be considered heroic, and hils answer was that communists
have so 1little to do with worlk that to them anybody who worls 1s heroic,
Alan Dodd seems to be really developing as a columnist., I just
couldn't finish the Adams item. Adkins column was interesting, Hope you
continue to get columns from him I'm astounded to learn how 1little the
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sf zlnes pay for 1llos, No wonder Galaxy's 1l1los have alwaye been so
poor,
BILL PEARSON, P.0, Box 171, [Murray Hill Station, New York 15, N,Y,

Three guesses on what I'm going to ask you to do for me? Yup....say,
01d buddy, would you lindly give my change of address in the hext YAN:
DRO? /ihy not, we'lve glven your new address ln every l1lssue this year,.C/

So Adkins bopped up to Times Square ln hls knickers and orange poilka
dot tle, walked purposefully to the ccnter of Broadway ignorlng the -
traffic, ralsed hls fist dramatically and yelled: "I'11l lick you yet,
New York!"™ It was really pretty sickening.

Frank and Belle Dietz invited us up for dinner one day last week,
They dldn't even know who we were...Somebody just told them we were
fans, Nice couple, but too strong on Fandom gnd Science Fiction,

/You're just'e Fake-fan...be careful in the clty and don't step into
any lgwsuits, RSC/

G. M. CARR, 5%19 Ballard Ave., Seattle 7, Washington
As usval (for me) the editorials are the best part. Get a chuckle
out of 'em every time. /Just how do you mean that? RSC/

I don't dlg this pro-con argument about Yerner Von Braun, It seenms
to me that something's missing -- isn't Von Braun an American citizen
by now? If so, his former nationallity 1s a thing 6f the past -- one with

the snows of yesteryear, so to speak. Whet I mean, since when has any
US citizen suddenly acquired the right to poke a finger ot another citi-
zen!s former nationality? Come right down to 1t, even the original May-
Tlower lmmigrants didn't have such a spotless reccrd, politically
speaking. Whetever Von Broun wes or did or believed in or didn't believe
in before he became a US ciltizen wes wiped out when he DID take the oath
of allegiance (if he did, as I assume he must have or he wouldn't be
working on Top Priority Gov't. stuff). And as for those furreners lile
Dodd making cracks about US citizens -— so what? They Gon't liize us over
here no matter what we do so why worry? About the only inhabitants of
the United States thet haven't been assoclated 1n one way or another
with some European natlonality group are the origlnal Redslins —— and I
understand the Britlsh are kind of irked with taem for intruding on
their TV programs....., Even as a Johnny-Come-Lzfely, 1f Von Braun 1s a
US citizen he should be granted tlhe full mantle of hls citizenship and
his former natlonal alleglance be remembered agalnst him no more.
Likewlse, I don't dig Don Stuefloten's argument that "It's not a
point of turning to style, after achleving professional competency;..."
Thet was Jjust exaetly the point....untll a writer has achleved profes—
Sionzl competency in the ordinary use of language, he ISN'T free to
"turn to style" in expreising hlmself, To attempt to do so is a confes-—
sion of lnadequacy, of lack of craftsmanship, But, even worse, 1t is
all too frequently a blatant and slavish imitativeness which attempts
to filch a writing style which is the result of some other author's
"clash between himself and his environment" and pretend 1t is the pro-
duct of the would-be author's own genius., A writer does not have to
gain recognltion as a "general" writer before turning to the style which
i1s his natural medium of cxpression, But he DOES heve to gein profession-
al competency with the basic rules of grammar and semantlcs. (Of course,
even i the siwe fit some egotists would not be able to put it on....
George Wetzel for instance, who 1s probably the most flagrant example of
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a semi-illiterate "stylist" that fandom hes yet produced, was never -
eble to admit that his imitation of the HPL style of writing was not,
indeed, the true product of his own "genius",

/Dodd's comments on Von Braun weren't strictly in regard to natlonality:
1f 2 man ls really a "Nazl butcher", he'll continue to be one, in both
thought and actlon, no matter what country he happens to live in at the
moment, US cltizenship isn't that all-encompassing. However, there is

the point that nobody to date has any real information on von Braun's
actual thoughts, emotions, ideas, etc, RSC/ '

CLAUDE RAYE HALL, 2214 San Antanlo, Austin 5, Texas

I thought Adkins' column probably the best thing I've read 1n YAN-
DRO, No wonder 1llustrations are so poorly done in most professional
magazines —~ if {15 is the pay.

Stuefloten seems rather SURE that he has changed and lmproved in the
last two years, And if his "style" and toplc i1s based upon a clash be-
tween himself and hls environment (both of whlch he claims not to con-
trol) I pity the poor misguided fool.

If Don wants to find out what writing is all about let him find out
on his own rather than quoting or referring to Hemingway, Falilkner,
Joyce...... Kearngy once said he couldn't attempt to explailn wrlting or
teach anyone how to write like Hemingway, Ferber or Lewls because: He
dldn't know, and they didn't know how.

Probing for a basis of good wrlting is, to me, a worthwhile project,
But - no one 1s "the rule", And the purpose of writing does not lie in
style —— any writer will tell you that, Except Mr, Stuefloten.

Capsule comments: JOHN KONING - We are doing Shakespear's "Julius Cae—
sar" in English, The second day I was Caesar, the third day I was Bru-
tus, end killed my former self, the third day, I was the Roman populace,
and demanded the exile of Cassius and Brutus, the fifth day I was Brutus
agaln, and witnessed the death of Cassius at the hand of hls servant

and then k1lled myself, The thing 1s, I need a psycho-analyst; I have
all sorts of complexes and gullt feelings, from having kllled myself

so many times, SLOPFY JOE JENRETTE ~ You're probably wondering why Alan
Dodd is st1lll continuing -- a neofan came up to Ron and me in London
and asked 1f he could take over the name and fanzine (keep this a sec-
ret) and we sald sure. After a year or two he'll reveal his identity—-—
this saves him havIng to be a neofan, Clever, eh? /Considering all the
columns, quote-Cards, letters and clippings sent out by Dodd 1n the

past few months, hedn't you better make that two neofans? RSC/ COLIN
CANERON - Only a Coulson could do 1t!!} Remember back a month or so ago?
I asked for a copy of #3, the only issue I lacked in my collection of
recent YANDROs, You stalled and walted and stalled, Finglly, you told
me you would send me #3. A week or so passed and at last you notified
me thet 1t was belng sent, A week or so passed and today I got two zlnes
in the mall: #6U4, which I had asked for, and #2, which I had not asked
for., What the hell's going on there! After all, I dld pay for 3. In
all falrness, I think I deserve it, I walted long enough for it, I'm
returning %2, /This has a happy ending -- he finally got #63, only two
months late, RSC/ JOHN BERG -~ Now that I've wiped up the excess moisture
around my Bessemer converter with a hamster, what do I use to wipe up
the excess moisture around my hamster? /Nothing; housebreak the beast.nC/
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