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There haws been comments trickl-
ing in from here and there to the
effect that this monthly mess lacks
a previously noted spontanaeity...
now this 1s rather interesting, be~
cause I don't think my editorials
have ever been so spontaneous as
they -have been this year....mainly
due to the fact that I no longer
jot dovmn little notes ahead of the
deadline on items I'd planned to
notes..lack of time...perhaps it's

not the extemporaneous effect that
is missing, but a 'harlan! - or 'bounce-bounce! atmosphere.....very
well,...here we go, toujours gai....life is sweet, life is merry, life
is a sinkful of dirty dishes,..Dob DBriney commented choicely on TIE
VIKINGS, so, despite the cast, I went to see it....and agree heartily
in part.....ignoring characterisation and plot twists that annoy, I
found myself relishing the tastes of pure pagan religion thrown in....
every scene, every reel, I kept saying to myself,.,...'ah now,here comes
the big conversion to Christianity, the denouement, the explanation of
the heabhen 'miraclest} .. .but;, Lo and by 0din, it never arrived,..now
if somcone would only make a film on the RHoman, Greck, or Egyptian era
with similar carceses.....andin the rcalm of these last mentioned...I
just finished one of the boolkts we acquired on sale at a Chi bookstore
while up at the Illwiscon,..Stewart's YEARS OF TiIE CITY......The logic
of the plot is stretched a bit thin in places, but on the whole, this
is no eriticism, since the human characters aren't the true heroes of
the volume.....it'1ll never usurp the place in my affections held by the
same authopr's B.RTH ABIDES, but still fascinatling reading.....since we
aren't going to be able to make the Solacon....we decided to taikke in
both the Midwescon and the Illwiscon.....and were those ever gory week=
ends....fortunately, we have a ready-made baby sitter in my mother....
the regional cons lacked soiething this year....Bloch,.,....and Tucker,.
and DeCanp,..and ASinOVe.....but still and all...two of these help make
up somewhat for the fact that we haven'tbocnable to attend a world con
since Cleveland,..the Illwiscon was particularly harrowing to reach =
after the previous weekend, we decided the room rent would make too big
a dent in the budget, so we firove up for one day...starting about seven
in the morning....stopoing at the Lcop and hitting all the record and
book stores in the area....then wending our way northward to what I was
sure was Fond du Lac, but turned out only to be 'eller's Motel...there
was spent an entertaining afternoon and evening...phototaking..acquaint—
ance making...joke telling...folk singing....and along about two &e.ne,
we gave up and drove back home....this makes for a horrible Monday morn-
¥ng:, bub'-adot0f .funtudiessnollt Lynnand Don. ¢ «somebody -1s simply. gop
ing to have tn s-marate these cons by more than one week....the present
setup is murder....still, to meet the Grennells, Ellik, Jim Caughran,
and the other new fannish faces....the ughish morning was worth it..JWC



This will be the last large issue
of YANDRO for awhile...postal rs®
will prevent us from putting our
more than the standard 19 to 21°
pages for some time, It is also, [
fear, rather a muddled 1ssue, dle
to 1ts having been rather hast:ly
thrown together. I had just started
to cut steneclls for the mag when my
boss asked me to work overtime. Ev-
ery night, Now I don't 6bject to the
overtime, or to the pay, but it is
a bit inconvenient, especlally when
we're trying desperately to get

the lssue out before the postal ilncrease. For the same reason, letter
writers who haven't heard from me for awhile can expect t0 1'eep on not
hearing from me for another while, Once this thing is out, I'm going to
spend some spare time (if I have any) catchlng'up on my s;eep. This
stencll is being typed at 1:00 A, for example.) Just noticed I skipped
a line up there - this is what comes of typing at 1:00 A, I am not ".o-
ing to correct 1t now,

It might be wise to explain one comment in the fanzine reviews...my
statement that BRILIGZ is "not of interes: to fans'. (That was typed
late at night, too.) Obviously, it's of interest to some fans, but I
didn't think it would be interesting to the fan who buys his mags on
the basls of my reviews. It's more g 1lit'ry mag than a fanzine,

With all the furor over the New York situation, nobody has yet con-
cretulated Dave Kyle —-- at least, in print -- on his astute tactics,
Uhether the man 1s gullty or not, his reactlons have been the sort to
arouse admiration in the heart of a master politlclian. When the business
of the lawsult first occurred, he could -~ and his critics say that he
should -~ have simply let the case come to court and defended himself,
(Cr he could have pald back the money; elther because he owed L6500,
if he didn't owe 1%, to keep things qulet,) Whether he won his case 1n
court. or not, however the mere fact that he had been sued would have
been enough to blacxen his name in fandom, There are always people ready
to bellieve the worst of anyone -— and there is the indisputable fact
that courts do mske mistskes, and the fact of winning a trial is not
absolute proof of innocence. Kyle, however, chose a better course; he
countersued, The success of thls maneuver 1s amply attested to by the
obvious demorallzation of the opposition, which immedlately split into
factions, began arguing among 1tself, and ended in dropping the sult
agalnst nyle. Raybin says that this counter—suit ls a pure bluff -~ if
it 1s, 1ts success 1s all the more brilliant, At the moment, I have no
opmnlon at all on whether or not Kyle was unjustly accused, and even 1if
I did have I wouldn't print it unless I had proof. But whether he's a
martyr or a blackguard, he has shown himself %o be vastly more fresource-
ful than hls opposition, and he deserves prhise for it. Besides, he's
added an element of burlesoue to an otherwise sordid affair, and pro-
vided some entertainment for the bystanders, RSC




I've come to a mutual arrangement with my wife regarding me contin--
ual fanac. Two evenlngs are especlally &et aslde, and they are termed
"non~fanac" nights. On one of the nights, my wlfe arranges socigl even-
ings; her relations, the curate, etc. The other night 1s reserved for
"odd jobs around the house". I think we shall have to have -~ 1little con-
ference, the result of which will mean my surrendering yet snother of
ny valuable fahac evenings, This will probably be named the "clearing
up night" -- that is, if there 1s a repercussion of last week's incildents
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VISITORS' NIGHT. Saturday, 1lUth, December 1957 :

Our guests on thls occaslon were a young married couple. They didn't
have a TV set at home, and were delighted to sit down and relax and view
the latest adventures of Sergeant Bllko (in my opinion, the greatest
thing the U.S, has ever exported.) ;

Diane, my wife, was rather worrled, though. The chimney badly needed
sweeping. Dlane had arranged for o aweep to come a few days previously,
but he didn't arrive, and as the Christmas hollday was imminent, it
seemed 1t was difficult to arrange an appointment until after the holl-
days. Yes, Diane was worried, I could see, She gave a weak grin and
muttered &n abject apology as she wiped the TV screen for the third time
and threw the blackened rag lnto the fire, Our guests looked at each ;
other through the seml-fog, and I saw the woman wipe goot from her dress,
and for the flrst time I noticed 1t was made of a plink organdle material.
I had previously concluded she was in mourning, I hate to edmit it, but
soot was billlowilng into the room from the fireplace at an alarning rate.

"Shall we go into the kitchen for supper?" panted Diane from some-

: where on my left. "It's cold, but....."’

And we all stumbled towards the door, ev—
entually found 1t, and rushed headlong into
the cold kitchen, breathing in hurrled lung-
fuls of pure fresh untalnted alr. ;

"You know, 1t's hone of my business," sald
the man tentatively, "but in my opinion your
chimney needs sweeping."

"eeeell,..," sald Diane doubtfully.sses

"And I understand 1t's hard to get a chim-
ney sweep just at the moment," he added.

"As g matter of fact..." said DianB,...

"So I'11 tell you what," he concluded, "I
have a set of chimney twéeping rods at home,
John éan call and collect them whenever he
wants, and sweep the chimney for you. Itts
very easy, John," he added, notlng my bewlld-
ered expresslon, : :

"Jell, 1t certalnly has to be done," sald
Diane. "There's no alternative, I'1ll have to

A




let John do 1t, Thank you very much for your
kind offer."

T i S0 it T : ek eat g gk dbabnt
ODD JOB NIGHT, Tuesday,l7th December 1957

Diane surveyed the prepared room, Sheets
all over the difflcult-to-move furnlture.....
carpets rolled up neatly along the wallS....e
plctures turned to the walls (1t was grand to
see mother-in-law agaln for a short time)....
budgerlgar cage wlth 1ts dust-proof cover....
everything, in fact, prepared for an assault
on an extremely sooty chimney. I surveyed the
bamboo rods reclining on the hearth., It seem-
ed slmple, really, Screw the rods to the
brush, ram 1t up the chimney and keep adding
rods untll the sudden lack of pressure re-
veals the brush has triumphantly surmounted
the chimney pot.

I set to the Jjob with a will, I pushed thel:
brush up the chimney, serewed on a rod, pushed, sorewed on another rod,
The utter simpliclty of 1t struck me in a flasﬁ..;.l had the wrong occu-
pation. As a dactyloscopist, I was flogging my meagre mental resources
to the limit, when I could probably earn much more money by ramming rods
up and down chlmneys, It was a fasclnating discovery. I fitted on a few’
more rods; and shoved wlth gusto. Soot began to cascade onto the hearth,
and Dlane, marvelling at my new-found abllity, started to sweep it up
and shovel 1t into a sack, More rods...more agltation,..more soot. Then,
when I was almost down to my last rod, a sudden feeling of freedom ah~
nounced I had forced the brush into the upper atmosphere,

"I;ll Just Jlggle up and down a blt, Diane," I saild, "and the job is
done. 3

Diane had fllled two sacks, and I started to withdraw the rods and
unscrew them, When I declded I was halfway down the chimney, I started
an antl-clockwlse motion to try and remove every particle of soot from
the brickwork inside the chimney. I screwed and pulled, screwed and pul-
led, screwed and pulled and shot across the room and landed against the
far door wlth a length of rcds and a bewildered expression ' on my face,
It was unfortunate that en route I had collided with Diane, who had been
looling lnslde a sack to see’lf there was enough space left for another
shovel full of soot. However, shé had had the foresight to'don an old
Jumper and an old pelr of slacks, and as I sald back there, the room and
contents were protected agalnst soot, Admlttedly we forgot about the
celling, but I consoled myself with the thought that it was due tc be
whltewashed in the spring, anyway. Then again, there 1s such a thing as
a contemporary black celling,....1lsn't there?

But anyway, I staggered to my feet, allowed my eyes to travel along
the rods, and to my horror, saw that at the other end the brush was mis-
sing.

And then I knew, | ;

I had obvlously screwed the wrong way, and the blasted brush was
stuck up the chlmney, 5




I crossed to the fireplace and peered up at the filthy vold (no of-
fence, Greg,)

I reached up a nervous hand and groped around.

Hmmmmmmm,

Nething.

The Problem?

How to get the brushes down, )

I speedily whipped the rods up the chimney again, and churned about
with reckless abandon., I brought down two half-bricks and the splintered
remains of the top rod wherein the brush was originally screwed.’

By this tlme, however, Diane had got her head out of the sack, and
the whites of her eyes looked uncanny in the gloom, Her hands clutched
hungrlly t6 one of the unused rods, but I told her I didn't need any
assistance. I was determined to complete the sweeping operation by suc-
cessfully recovering the brush, iy desire was fermented by something
more than principal, I knew I'd have to pay for a new brush head, and
further, we wouldn't be able to have a flre, eilther....and outside 1%t
was rough, .

With tightened jaws I pulled the rods back down agaln and tled a '
three inch long meat hook on to the end, I slammed the rods up agaln,
added a couple more rods, then pulled down sharply. Yy theory was that
the hook would catch in the brush and bring 1t down, :

I must claim credit for the baslic soundness of my theory. Yes,frlends,
the hook d1d undoubtedly catch the brush, I gritted my teeth, Jammed my
heels agalnst the hearth, flexed my muscles and heaved. '

Diane, with grim foreslght, had sought refuge under the table, and as
I flashed past, I caught the gleam of the whites of her eyes followlng
my progress to the far door. :

When I regalned my composure, I found only a few of the rods in the
room,

I crawled back to the chimney and groped round inside 1%. Nothing.

I grudgingly had to accept the fact that things were stackling up
agalnst me,

Fedb it St gt Sribseab b ittt S ¥t b
CLEARING UP NIGHT, Vednesday, 1&8th. December 1957 ad infinltum.....

"In retrospect, I've got to admit that in America and Canada, where
central heating ils utilized on a much larger scale than over Rieve -ken
must have considerably more time for fanac than us pore critters on this
side of the Atlantic. I mean, there can't be very much trouble such as I
have experlenced and descrlbed.

Sure, our new electrié fire does serve to keep us warm if we all hud-
dle round 1t, And dammit, my friend was reasonable and sald there was
no real hurry about buying him a new set of rods, although he was think-
ing of doing his own chimney before Christmas. . '

And b6ne further observation,..old and well worn 1t may be, but,
weeeell, I declare with emphasis: ;

EVERY MAN TC HIS OWN TRADE

T —— " ——— ——— g, e = . 3 gl e — e g == 4

EAd Sullivan, speaking about a husband-and-wife team speclallzlng in spln-
ning dinner plates at high rates of speed on top of long, flexible poles,
while telling jokes: "They're the grcatest in theilr field,”

PO O passed along by Rog Ebert
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Quite recently an interesting event in the fantasy world of liter-
ature occured when the copyright of the books of Bram Stoker lapsed in
England. Stoker came to fame in the literary world with one book that
has sone down in the history of horror -- DRACULA. /He wrote much better
short storles, though,.,.ever read "The Squaw"? RSC/

It's an unusual thing to note that probably the three greatest mon-
sters of all time were all created by English authors; the FRANKENSTELN
monster by liary W. Shelley, KING KONG by Edgar Wallace, and DRACULA by
Bram Stoker,

The boolt of DRACULA flrst appeasred in 1897, but 1t was an Amerlcan
f1lm company that first filmed the story of the infamous vampire in a
perlod of early sound pictures some twenty-slx years ago -- and whilch
can still be seen even today elther as part of a double feature or 1ln a
more butchered form on television. Now the copyrlght has lapsed and 1t
1s possible for anyone almost to use tihe characters involved wlthout
paying royalties until the copyright is renewed, /Can 1t be renewed, af-
ter this long a time? RSC/

The British company of Hammer fllms who made THE OURSE OF FRANKEN-
STEIN and gathered a small fortune in the process ls remaklng the or-
iginal, presumably with the same dlsastrous artistlc results and the
same rewarding financlal ones. This is & contrast rather to the action
of the late Bela Lugosl who played this role originally on the screen
and had a great respect for the character that made him famous, A few
short years before he died Lugose toured the muslc halls with the play
version of DRACULA and at the same time was offered the part of a vam-
pire in a comedy film with Arthur Lucan, the character attor who al-
ways played the role of 01d Mother Riley. The film was %O be titled
OLD MCTHER RILEY MEETS DRACULA. But Lugosl would not hear of his favour-
ite role taken in valn and the eventual title declded on was OLD MOTHER
RILEY MEETS THE VAMPIRE,

Since then the chief participants ln the fllm have died -- all rath-
er tragically. Lugosi of drugs in Hollywood and 0ld Mother Riley 1in the
wings ol ©The Empire, Hull. Even the theatres which both apneared 1ln have
been pulled down since to make way for useful warehouses, office bulld-
ings and other such dellghtful sssets of a televislon domlnated world.

There 6nly remains, as a link with DRACULA, the son of Branm Stoker,
Noel Stoker, who 1s now 77 years old and llves alone 1ln London with his
pet Pekinese Rosina, He 1s a retlred accountant and never vislts the
cinema. Being an accountant Noel has had the monster carefully tabulated,
A ledger shows the value of vampirism from 1912 when he personally be-
came DRACULA's keeper on the death of his famous father. Sometimes he
sti1l dips Into his own copy of DRACULA; he has never seen the first
goreen version of the book and doesn't want to see the latest epic,
elther. DRACULA is still paying, too -- the royalties last year amount-
ed to the sizable sum of three hundred pounds,

I suppose you could say that Noel Stoker is the only man alive
who 1s still living in —- ghoul's paradise???

._7_._..
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‘ AN INFINITE NUMBER OF FANZINE REVIEWS BY R.S. C >

With the bulk of my generalzine revliews golng to Bruce Pelz this time,
I can concentrate on the odds and ends which generally get a bare men~
tion. Beglnning with: NEWSLETTERS

SCIENCE -FICTION TIMES (Science-Flctlon Times, Inc., P,O. Box 184, Flush-
ing 52, New York ~ irregular - 10¢ egch or 24 for $2) The newspaper of
sclence flctlon has fallen upon hard times, Formerly a regular bi-week-
ly paper, the schedule is now both lrregular and late, so that quite of-
ten by the time SFT arrives the news that 1t carries 1s out of date.
However, 1t still does carry all the pro news, eventually, and with more
complete coverage than 1s glven anywhere else, Recommended -- especlally
for fans whose sources of news are limited.

FANAC (Ron Ellik & Terry Carr, 2315 Dwight Way, Berkeley 4, Callfornia -
6 for 25¢ ~ British rates, 6 for 2/- from Archie Mercer - weekly) The

#1 newsletter of fandom., It performs for fandom what SF TIMES does for
professlonal publishing, and for the flrst 20 issues at least, 1t has
done so on a-regular schedule. Almost entlrely fan news; convention
notlces,’‘ctisnges of address, deaths, lawsults, letters, etc. Very highly
recommehded,” - i '

RUR (Dave Rike, 2431 Dwight Way, Berkeley 4, California - weekly - dls-
tributed: free with FANAC, but ask for 1t from Rike, since as I get 1%,
it isn't ‘dlstributed to everyone who gets FANAC) This is mostly concern-
ed with Rike, Rike's pol¥tIcs (which seem to rest on the assumptions
that, first, our government 1s far from perfect, and, second, that if

we all are: good 1llttle people and abandon nuclear tests and lgnore com-
munism, the communists, who are no worse than our own leaders, will also
be good little people and stop bothering us,) I'1l grant his filrst ass
sumption, As for the second, I guess 1t just proves that some people are
incapable of lesrhing anything from history.

THIS (Pete Graham, % Terry Carr - irregular — dlstributed wlth FANAC)

A hodge-podge of comments on politics, fans, record prices, advertlsing,
ete. M1ldly interesting as a supplement to the other zlnes....I may dis-
agree with Rike, but st least he does have something to say.

LE ZOMBIE #5 (Bob Tucker, Box 702, Bloomington, I1linols - very lrreg-
ular — distributed with FANAC) 3 pages of Tucker 1s always worthwhile;

I could wish it ceme out oftener; so far only one issue has been dis-
tributed. That's all for the FANAC meillng; all in a1, it's one of the
best things to hit fandom in some time. Ratling for the whole bundle, .8

RUMBLE (John Magnus, Jr., 6 S. Franklintown Rd,, Baltimore 23, Md, =~
irregular but frequent - free for comment) Circulation of RUNMBLE 1s, I
think, somewhat restricted....maybe not -- I get that lmpression, but
don't recell John ever actually saying anythinc of the sort, This one

1s largely concerned wlth national end international events, and Maghus's
own crusade to destroy newspapers. Not too much really fasasnish mater-



Yal, but John's comments are good resding, whether you agree with hinm

or not. Get this one —- send Magnue a_quarter as a start; 1t won't
bankrupt you, ' ' .
GAFIA (Ted White, 1014 N, Tuckahoe St., Falls Church, Virginla - weekly -
free with RUMBLE) Since GAFIA has stuck, so far, to the weekly schedule,
ond RUMBLE hasn't, there has been at least one occasion’ when two GAFLAS
arrived at the same time., This 1s more fannish; letters, comments, etc,
on fannish subjects and fans. In the last 1ssue, Ted objects to Juanita
heving laughed at him; llke most people of what I conslder his type, he
seems a bit thin-skinned. "I'm in 1t to ehjoy it" ("it" being fandom),he
says in GAFIA #. A quite proper attitude, too, but 1f you perslst in
enjoying it by Jumping on-other people, &on't be so surprised when some-
body jumps back. We like our fun too, you know. Rating of the RUMBLE

e B T R R S

QUOTH THE WALRUS (Ralph M, Holland, 2520 Uth. St., Cuyahoga Falls, Ohlo
- irregular -~ free to his friends) Fan vliews, largely slanted towards
the N2F (efter all, he 1s president of the outfit). Last lssue 1s mostly
a plea for moderation in the New York affair. It will undoubtedly meet
the fate of most pleas for moderation,

KERDE # (Andrew Reiss, 741 Westminster Rd., Brooklyn 30, New York -
very irregular - free).This lsn't too meaty, but shows promise. It would
show even more promlse if 1t were better reproduced....outside of INSIDE,
(now there's a situatlon for you) New York fanzlnes seem to all be poor-
1y reproduced. Maybe Adkins and Peerson can glve lessdns, or somethlng.
You might try MERDE; after all, it ls free.

THE INNAVIGABLE MOUTH #4 (Jean & Annle Linard, 24 rue petit, Vesoul,
Haute-Saone, France — free —~ irregular) Linardzines must be seen to be
gppreciated -- and they are appreclated, by a large majority of fans,
at least. Thls one reprcsents Annle's flrst attempt to do the entire
job of writlng and publishing -~ comes off very well.

PROPAGANDA AND ONE-SHOTS

THE SWINGING BORE (Bill Rickhardt, 21175 Goldsmith, Farmington, Mich. -
free - lrregular) # bore the sinlster warning, "Last Issue". Don't
know 1f this means that the mag is folding or Just that I haven't been
responding enough to kecp me on the malling 1lst (which, God knows, I
haven't). At any rate, the 5 issues we have present an enjoyable_ col-
lection of anecdotes on lMichigan fandom, news, propaganda, ctc. Defin-
1tely not a stald, serlous publication, ' 3
0BGIS (Jerry Deliuth, 3223 Ernst S%,, Franklin Parlk, Illinols - free-
irregular) Somewhat more serious than the above, and not as palatable.
In #1, Jerry says "Chicago 1s the only city in the MidWest where one
can se:s such speclal fllms as 'South Paciflec?, 'Around The World In &0
Daye', and Cinerama's 'Search For Peradise'....." After recelving con-
siderable criticism for this, in lssue # 2 he says "besldes I dldn't
say that none of these special films are shown in Detroit'.....but you
qulte definitely did say that, Jerry. Detrolt is a MldVWestern clty,
especlally in reference to con-sltes, which ls what you were tallklng




about, If 1t wasn't, 1t wouldn't be bidding agalnst you. Frankly, I
doubt that OBGIS has done the Chicago cause much good, ;
VEHMGERICT (Tom Reamy, 4243 Buena Vista, Dallas 5, Texas — irregular ~
free) This boosts both the Southwestercon and the Dallas Worldcon bid,
As the Southwestercon was held over the July Wth weekend and Dallas will
get or lose the next Worldcon over the Labor Dey weekend, I predict a
short future for V, which has concentrated solely on con bulletins.
IMPossible #1 (Colin Cameron, 2561 Ridgeview Dr., San Diego 5, Callf)
Commemoragting the agulsition by Cameron of ‘a mimeo. :

A 1 SHOT 2 FREE 4 YOU (Jim Caughran & Plerre Versins, Primerose 38, Lau-
sanne, Switzerland) Commemorating an historic meeting,

SHOULD'A BEEN INCLUDED IN THE NEWSLETTER DEPARTMENT,.... '
STUPEFYING STORIES #34 (Richard Eney, 417 Ft, Hunt Rd,, Alexandria, Va.
-~ lirregular? - free?) Falrly thiek -- fanzine reviews, letters, a re—~
port on the Disclave, end Eney-type comments. Thickest of the newslet-
ters, ...1l7 pages., VWorth getting.

S i SWEDISH ' '
IT (Hans $13&n, DAmmevigen 6, Gothenburg C, Sweden — no price, sthedule,
or anythlhg else 1lsted) "The only fanzine with aspirin®,..it is, too;
not only is a packet of aspirin included (in powder form, yet; wonder
1f they have aspirin tablets in Sweden?), but also a safety match "for
use- when you've finished thils zipe", Roughly half in English, the zlne
has some nice original humor, as well as more usual neofannish items,
In case I forget, to write, Hans, plg-lron 1s iron which‘is smelted into

opns PRk . > 5 .
AN%ROMEDA (8am J.'Londwall, FramlingsvBgen 33, Stockholm Higersten,
Sweden) I think this ls the officlal organ of the Cosmos s-f club. All
in Swedish, so 1t's hard to tell, Photo-offset cover of something....I
thinlz the ‘cover 1llo must be in Swedlsh, too,

FHAN #3 (George Sj8berg, Dalagatan 31 nb., Stockholm Va., Sweden - co-
editors or something, Hans Sidén, Bo Stenfors, Alf Johansson)

411 Bwedish, except for a column by Dodd and the usual readsble article
by John Berry., The editors request material.

URVOAT (Clas-Otto Vene, Finjavigen 26, Tyringe, Swedenh) Small Ingllsh
supplement, this time devoted to a review of "Aniara", a book of stf
poems published in Sweden, Interesting but short,

| - OFFBEAT : :

AMATEUR'S CORRESPONDENT (John E, Bowles, 802 So, 33rd, St,, Loulsville
11, Kentucky - 10¢, 10 for $1 - publlished 10 times a year) I have noth-
ing agalnst amateur magazlnes which take up other hobbles besides stf,
but this one 1s so gwfully amateur. For example, this lssue features
articles on printing, presidents of the United States, and Communism.I
am a long way from belng an expert on any of these, but I didn't learn
anything from these artleles, which feature advice such as the follow-
ing on printing handbllls; "If 1t's something with a lot of reading,use
a readable face", I suppose there are' people who don't know enough to
use a readable typeface on' a handbill, but I doubt if articles are go-
ing to help them. The article on Communism is simllarly obvious. There
1s also a 10t of bad sclence flotion and a column whose author saye that
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our only trouble as a natlon 1s the fact that we're getting away from
God, Not recommended for reading; he could use some materlal, though,
VIEWS AND COMMENTS 427 (P.O, Box 261, New York 3, N, Y, - monthly -

10¢ or 12 for $1) 4 publicatlon of the Libertarlan League, which Seems
to be an organizatlion of idealistic Socialists. Seem to be about as ime-
practlcal 1s you can get, though thelir ‘ideals are very nice, they are
also very unworkable.. BN ' : 3
EAST- & WEST #33 (Peter Campbell, Birldale Cottage, Branifell, Windermere,
Westmorland, England - gquarterly - U4 for 6/- or $1, sample copy for 2

34 stamps or equivalent; about 2 5% stamps, here) The only occult fan-
zine thet I know of, and the only fanzine that I know of which Is sup-
erior to the professional publications of the same type. Oh, sure, there
are the usual horoscopes and similar drivel, but there are also some
qulite interesting and entertalning artlcles. Some of our readers who
have asked !MZB to do a column on Satanism would doubtléss enjoy the art-—
L¢le by "Luxintenebris" on Witchcraft (whlch, he avers, 1s not Satanism)
and the various arguers on rellglon should like "Father And Son" by J.

H, G, Clay. I'll never get around to commentlng, Peter, but I thoroughly
enjoyed the Luxintenebris article and hope you have more of them, And

I highly recommend EAST & WEST to any fan who i1s even mlldly interested
In religion or the occult, g '
NEW HORIZONS #3 (Fred Hibbard, 1407 Park St., Dodge Clty, Kansas — quar—
terly — {5 for 4 issues) Thick thing; 63 half-sized pages. The center
spread shows, wlth flgures and all, how even at these rates they aren't
meking money. Synergetics doesn't seem to lmprove buslness acumen much,
Otherwlse, the mag takes up dysergy, protodynes, null-A awareness, and
stuff 1like that., They seem to take it all very seriously; I donit, but
then I seldom take anything very seriously. Sometime back I also re-
celved somcthing called OPERATION TRAVERSE, which seems to be a syner-
getic do-it-yourself kit (thelr phrase, not mine) prepared by Art Coul-
ter. One of the lead paragraphs of this reads: "This 1s an advanced pro-
cedure. It 1s a power tool. It should only be undertaken with the help
of a competent coach, unless you have developed the abllliy L0 WOrk ef-
Tectively by yourself," (Thelr underlinlng.} Frankly, I'm not too sure
they should be passing these power tools out so promiscuously to fah-
zine editors. I mean, I haven't devecloped any ability.... of course,
maybe Coulter didn't 1Tke my last review of NEW HORIZONS.....

; GENERALZINES :
Detalled reviews will be in ProFANity; this will Just list recent arriv-
als and give a rating: For new readers,my ratings run from 1 (bad) to
10 (outstanding). A 4, 5, or 6 rating denotes a fanzine which 1s about
average., Anything over that 1s definitely recommended; shything under
‘thet is not recommended,

CRY OF THT NAMELESS 7415, 116, 117 (Box 92, 920 3rd. Ave., Seattle L,
Weshington - monthly ~ 25¢, 5 for 81, 12 for 82) Rating....ieeecseesosl,
PLOY #13 (Ron Bennett, 7 Southway, 4rthur's Ave., Harrogate, Yorkshire
England”~ irregular - 15¢ or 4 for 50¢ - US agent Bob Pavlat, 6001 43rd,
Ave,, Hyatteville, Md.) : ik Rating o sad
APORRHETA 7 (H.P. Sanderson, 7 Inchmery Rd, Catford, London SE 6, Eng-
land - irregular -~ free?) : ]1 Rating....+




F ond SF (FPierre Versins, Primerose 38, Lausanne, Switzerland - irreg-
ular - free for comment) / Ratinge ...
TRIODE #14 (Eric Bentcliffe, U7 Alldis 5t,, Greot Moor, Stockport, Ches-
hire, England - gquarterly — 20¢ or 6 for &1 - US agent Dale K, Smith,
3001 Kyle Ave, lMinneapolls 22, llinnesota) RBIE Y DIt o o 55 &
SATELLITE ;%7 (Don Allen, 3l4a Cumberland S5t., Gateshead &, Co. Durham,
England - irregular - 1/-" or 15¢ ea., 3 for 2/6 or 4O¢) Ratinges.....5
RETRIBUTION /40 (John Berry, 31 Campbell Park Ave., Belmont, Belfast,

Northern Ireland - irregular - 15¢) Ratlng.....e8
QUIRK #2 (Larry Ginn, Route 2, Box 81, Choudrant, Loulslana - lrregular
- 10¢) - Rating.s..eeb
MUZZY 718 (Cleude Hall, 2214 San Antonio, Austin 5, Texas — lrregular -
15¢) ; Rabingss . »eeb

GEUZINE ;4/19 (G. M. Carr, 5319 Ballard, Seattle 7, Washlngton - quart-
erly - no price listed but try 20¢) ; 2 T SRR g
THE BEST OF FANDOM, %957 (Guy E. Terwilleger, 1412 Albright S5t,, Bolse,

Idaho - annual - 3H¢ Rating.....+10
THE VINEGAR WORM (Bob Leman, 2701 So. Vine St., Denver 10, Colorado -
irregular - free?) This 1is # U35 T oTe SRS

SPHERE (P,0. Box 196, Cantonment, Florida -— though my last letter %o
that address came back -— bl-monthly - 20¢ or & for $1) Ratinge....s4
THRICE IN A BLUE MOON (Dave Cohen, 32 Larch St., Hightown, Manchester 8,

Lancs., England -- irregular - try 15%) e B atAng .. ik wed

JOE-JIM # (Jim O'Meara, 1223 W. 97th. Fl., Chicago 43, Illinols - co-
editor Joe Sarno — irregular - 15¢ or 2 for 25¢) Ratingss sevied
JD#28 (Lynn Hickman, 305 No, 1ith., Mt. Vernon, Illinois - irregular —
20¢ or 6 for &1) Good but thin, ' Rating....selt

PAUCITY #2 (Larry Stone, 891 Lee St,, White Rock, B.C., Cenada - quart-
erly — 2 for 25¢, U for 50¢, & for 1) : Rating...eeb
MISC. # (Andrew Joel Relss, 741 Westminster Rd., Brooklyn 30, New

York - lrregular - free for comment) ReESInes & 3
OMINVORE #2 (Bob Ross, 955 E, Walnut St., Frankfort, Ind, - irregular -
15¢ or U4 for 60¢) ' Ratingeeeee3
VARIOSO 16 (John Magnus, 6 So. Franklintown Rd., Baltimore 23, Md. -
irregular - 25¢ or 6 for {1) ' 3 Rating.....4
BRILLIG #.2 (Lars Bourne, 24363 Portland St., Zugene, Oregon - lrreg-
ular - 15¢ or 60¢ per year) Not of interest to fans. Ratingeeees 3
SIGHA OCTANTIS 8 %John Mussells, 4 Curve St., Wakefleld, Mass. - 1ir-
regular - 15¢, 2 for 25¢, & for $1) Mostly flction Reblingla, o5

KIWIFAN: #2 (Roger Horrocks, 13 Hazelmere Rd., Auckland SW1, New Zealand
- no schedule Iisted - 1/-....try 25¢, postage 1s high) Rating.....5
VAMFIRE TRADER #5 (Stony Brook Barnes, Rt. 1, Box 1102, Grants Pass,
Oregon ~ monthly — 10¢ or 3 for 25¢) Strictly for collectors ;
FRINGE #. (Mal Ashworth, U0 Makin St,, Tong St., Bradford 4, Yorks.,
England -—- can you get 1t outside of FAMA and walting-11ist?) Rating...5
FROFANITY i#2 (Bruce Pelz, Box 3255 Univ, Station, Gainesville, Florida
— irregplar - 15¢ or 2 for 25¢) Looks like I'1l have to review this
here. He's expanded; #1 had bad mimeoing; #2 had bad mimeolng and bad
dittoing“both., Letters, poems by Elinor Poland, bibliography of the
works of Kofnbluth, an artlcle by Dalnis Bisenleks, more poetry. Nothing
outstanding, nothing particularly bad. But until he improves his mimeo-
Js - The. DEEEDE ey el a s e i i iate VI8 eIk o o Wl 56 ¥ 0ye s comt 8107 6.8, 6.6 dfaible o wiels wime 850
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LOIE HATS DPINION —— iscimmens-

i
i

An argument that one keeps hearing in thls incorporation matter ls
that lncorporation protects the convention commlittee from personal 1lla-
biélty and 1sn't thet nice. :

8

In the first place, just as soon as a convention goes really bankrupt
and leaves a few hundred dollars of unpald debts (and maybe even sooner)
hotel managers are golhg to demand that the convention committee agree
to be personally liable for all financlal arrangements, As g matter of
Tact, quite & Tew business firms decllne to éxtend credlt to smgll, fi-
nhanclally unstable corporations unless some corporation officer does
agree -- in wrltlng -~ to personally guarantee any unpald bills,

In the second place, if & convention leaves unpald debt, that conven-
tion committee may escape liabllity but the corporation does not; which
means that money collected by the next year's convention commitfee can
be sklzed to pay the debts of the previous ones. Sneary and the Moffatts
could easily be faced with the problem of paying for not only thls
year's conventlon but also the dilvers debts of the previous ones,

As for the argument that the board of directors can force an account-
ing of funds -- 1t is very good in theory, but there are drawbacks,For
one thlng, conventlon committees do not operate very well under threat
of lawsult. For another, the board of directors can exerclse unreason—
able control over the activity of the convention committee ("We find
that the expenditure of fifty dollars for printing convention booklets
to be excessive and unwarranted. Please remit this amount at once or
face legal proceedings instituted in the clty, county, and state of
lew York,") And as an officer of a New York corporation (remember?) the
poor commlttee member would probably find himself obllgated to defend
the sult in New York,

And finally, as the recent spate of legal actilvity should emphaslize,
1f anyone sues the corporatlion, for defamation of character by an offi-
cer of the corporation acting in his officlal capaclty, for example, 1t
1& the funds 1n the hands of a convention committee that might be selzed
to pay any Judgement,

In summatlon, I think that lncorporation was and is a horrible mlstake,
A local group putting on a convention might do well to incorporate;that
1s 1ts own affalr, and will affect neither the followlng convention nor
be affected by the mistakes of the previous one. Incorporation of the
World Sclence Fictlon Soclety, on the other ‘hand, séems to be an invi-
tation to financlal irresponsibility on the one hand, and tedious law-
sults on the other, T

The last rum on earth sat along in a nook. _
There was a man at the door, Gene DeWeese
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Reflections at Thirty—1wo

et ERG ed wood —

Ten months after the advent of Alpha 1957 and the
American rocket and space satelllte effort presents a
most uninspiring picture. The money 1s there, the peo-
ple are there, but whereo?; where 1s the leadershlp?
Considering the hundreds of milllons of dollars that
have been poured into the misslle and rocket fleld, the
harvest has been miserpble in the extreme, Because one
person 1s lncompetent, 1t i1s a mistake to belleve the
next man 1s equally or even more lncompetent,
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One hears statements to the effect that "fantasy
does not sell in America". Since thls corresponds to
the reallzation of a fly after he's been swatted that
he's had i1t, 1t expresses a profound reallity. Vet one
, wishes that H, L, Gold and the others like him had pald

\\\ attentlon to those fans who have devoted a great deal

of time and effort to understand and analyze the mlcro-
r~ cosm of sclence fiction. One might turn back to the
SMER? pages of FANTASY COMMENTATOR, Winter 1949-50 and read:
"Unknown Worlds...Regardless of the quallty of the
storles, regardless of how treasured 1t has become to
? collectors, there are simply not enough people in this
country interested in this brand of fantasy to create a successful mag-
azine. This fact must be faced." .e..."The Face Of Fantasy:1950" page
9%8.....5am Yoscowltz. A
Just thlnk of all the money BEYOND and the others would not have
lost had thelr publishers looked at the ugly squalid facts instead of
"fantasy" pipedreams./But look at the half-dozen or more superb fantasy
stories which would never have seen print 1f the publishers of FANTASY
FICTION had been smart enough not to publish it, RSC/
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There must be something innate in llew York fandom that hungers for
strife. Surely the partlcipants in the current hoodo cannot posslibly
bring glory to fandom and/or-science flctlon regardless of the outcome,
If the fans lnvolved cannot brlng themselves to resolves the unhappy
sltuation in the quickest possible tlme, at the very least they can have
the’giod taste to be discreetly silent. Now one will win because no one
can win,
'-an-n-ée SE Al b gt JEE 0 4k JEal 2 4k Sk 5309t 30 3E 38 31 8 30 30 35 35 36 A SE 04k S 0 S0 3 S 6 Bt $b Ak b ShaE 36 e b Sh R 3E 55 Gbe Sh b e Sk 3 S db
From FAICUS MONSTZRS OF FILMLAND one can only conclude that it was
an evil day when Forrest J, Ackerman learned to type. From the 1insipld
photographs to the childishly absurd text, the publicatlon was concelived
from the lowest posslible denomlnator of customer., 45 such it 1s a com-
merclal success., Since success breeds competition, the arrival of WORLD
FAMOUS CREATURES was only a matter of time, Unfortuhately there wlll be
others, And the sgddest part of all 1s that the horror/fantasy film has
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& long and illustrious past fully deserving Ot @aie WL g

Yith all the horror quickies beging made and shown on the screen .
these days, 1t was a pleasant shock to see "Curse Of The Demon", dir-
ected by the great Jacques Tourneur, Thls cinematlc mgsterplece must be .,
seen a number of times to appreciate Tourneur's filmlc genius, 1t is
after seelng the work of a master craftsman that one can understand how
artlstically depraved is the typlcal Hollywood bumbler.

The magazines come and the magazihes go but ASTOUNDING remalnsSes.e
After twenty years of John W. Campbell, Jr. ASTOUNDING SCIENCE FICTION
is in top position and a firm bulwark of magazine sclence igh s T S

Whatever happened to H, L, Gold's attempt to wrest first place from
Campbell? GALAXY SCIENCE FICTION /No longer; it's GALAXY MAGAZINE now..
RSC/ 1s now with charity consldered a poor third. Another year like fthe
past one and it won't even be listed among the first line magazines,

The personallty of Anthony Boucher ls so much a part of THE MAGA~
ZINE OF FANTASY AND SCIENCE FICTION thet i1t 1s difficult to see how any-
one would or could edit the magazine and retain the Boucher touch. Ac-
cording to the best guesses in the fleld, the magazine has never been a
commercial success., Yet, everythlng considered, Boucher has been a good
editor. Perhaps he will return azs editor, The title of the magazine 1s
an albatross if there ever was one. :

The Ziff-Davlis twins have good circulation but little else. One
of Falrman's good deeds might be to get rid of Valigursky. FANTASTIC
and AMAZING vie with cach other for the worst covers in the field. Falr-
man seems to be trying to do something with the magazines but with the
uneven contents 1t 1s dAlfflcult to understand exactly what. One might
even begln %o wish for the halcyon days of Ray Palmeri

How many magazlnes willl be suspended in 1958%? It 1ls always a mys-
tery as to why one magazine will flourish and another magazine wlth .
equal or better aqualities just wlthers away. Why 40 magazines like
VENTURE, IMAGINATION, SUPER-SCIENCE, AMAZING, etc., continue while mag-
azines like STAR, STARTLING, THRILLING WONDER and
so0 many others have folded? It 1s interestlng to
speculate as to the reasons. It 1s surely not a tf/n/y4’
simple_ solution but rather a curlous mixture of =
pg%%lshing and distribution tanglbles and intan-

S,
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Why isn't there one story from ASTOUNDING SCI-
ENCE FICTION in lerrll's Zrd annual volume, SF: THE
YEAR'S GREATEST SCIENCE FICTION AND FANTASY? Surely
the "special section! could have been left out for
an ASTOUNDING contribution., In splte of the exag-
geratlion of the title, 1t ls a good buy at 35¢.

But there must be better storles somewhere.Elther
there is a poverty of ideas and storles in the
sclence fiction field or there is a poverty of
good anthologlsts,

———— o ———— —————— T T ——— ] —— ] —— o — . S
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The last man on earth sat alone in a London police
statlon. There was a nark at the 4o0r,.....
OOQOQ-QDEan A. G'r.ennell
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thrpugh hime ¢ space
with grendell briarton

sv-ferdinand feghoct

The Jervites 4id have interesting
natlve customs, give them credit for
that. The Summer Sunrise Festival, for
one. Or the Filrst Winter's Rain. All
thelr witchcraft seemed to be centered °
around nature - the seasons, the forest,
and so on, The various rituals, espec-
lally the death ceremonies, were so
compllicated that it requlired an entire
Survey team to cipher them out.

I got myself lnvolved in the Death
Customs through a curious set of cir-
cunstahces., Belng the Mixer (or, offi-
clally, the Native Relations Expediter)
my Job was to live with a native family
wialle the Planetary Survey was belng
completed. As jobs go, 1t was OK; one
group of flve had to stay in thelir
spacesults for the entire stay. In case we all dropped dead of some lo-
cal malady, thelr jobs was to bring home the hews,

Compared to them, my jJob was soft. I made my home with a genial native
boy of agbout 20, and hls aging father. Kondo, he cslled himself, and his
father he called Bondorama, Konnie and Bonnie, to me. '

Generally, we sat around in the shade of the thateh hut, sogklng Up
the relaxed atmosphere, 99,9% Earth Norm, Every afternoon around 1k,
Bonnie would dlsgppear into some nearby woods, and return with an arm-
load of assorted roots, gathered from native trees. These he would care—
fully plle in a corner of the hut we shared. Over helf the hut was pack-
ed by the roots, but when I asked Konnle agbout it, he would invarlably
shrug and pass 1t off with, "Bondorama...he gets old."

I had enjoyed this comfortable hésplitallty for over a year when the
expected came about, Konnle had been watching his aged father closely
for some time, and sure enough, the old gentleman began to shoi the
signs of old age. Hls dally trips to the forest became shorter, and his
armloads of roots smaller, -

Then one night, as the planet lay wrapped 1ln slumber, Xonnle's dad
passed on, : : '

The next morning, having been told by a neighbor of the death, I hast-
ened to offer my condolences to the son., Surprisingly, the boy was bus-~
11y engaged 1ln constructing what looked like a box from the pile of his
father's carefully collected roots.

arl =




"I heard about Bondorama," I said. "I'm sorry." LIy

"Sorry?" he asked. "Why be sorry? It was fitting. Even now, I make Rnls
last rssting place. It is an old fashioned cugtom, to be burled in such,
a box.: '

I looked carefully at the box made of roots. It did resemble a coffin,

"And your father will be buried in that?" '

"You are right." Already, as the box neared completlon, Xoannle began
to look even cheerler, "All that remalns ls the transparent stone for
the top." S '

"You must mean glass," I sald,

"@lass....." he thought. "Yes, glass, I will need glass." _

Later, I met him haullng the large sheet of plate glass toward the aut,
He had evidently begged it from McDonald, our quartermaster. I couldn't
imagine the stingy supplies master giving such a large sheet of the Val-
uable plate to a hatlive. '

"How a1d you get lcDonald to give 1t to you?" I ingulred,

"Oh it was easy. I just asked him for the glass for dad's old fasi-
joned root bier."

The last man on Earth sat alone in a machlne shop.

There was ah arc at the door. _ Tom Stratton
FOR SALE — RECORDS -~ TOSCA, 2 vol, Benlamino Gigll, tenor, and others.
Chorus and orchestra of the Royal Opera House, Rome, Oliviero de Fabria
tiis, Cond., RSC Victor. AIDA, 2 vol. Dusolina Glan- J
nini and Others. Chorus and orchestra of La Scala . !
Opera Company, Msestro Carlo Sabajno, Cond., RCA. .
— BOOKS — first editions — DRUKS OF AULONE by Robt., &
W. Chambers. BLITHDALE ROMANCES by Nat'l Hawthorne. TG N
THE MUCKER by E.R. Burroughs, LAST OF THE MOHIGANS : \ \\VQM
by James Fenimore Cooper (!!) Will teke best offers. \ »,
4i1lso have many mags abt 5¢ to 15¢; send for 1list, 3 b
Everything in this 1ist 1s mint condltlon except \\\ ¥
THE VMUCKER, which is fair cohdition., °

John W. Thiel, 2934 Wilshire, Markham, Illinols

Noah sat alone in his room, Yo ) By e
There was an Ark at the door. Edgar Allen Pogo Y/ @éﬁ‘/
it

— i —— e — - ——

"But everything round has four cornere,...on the

inside, at least." . bev deweese ” P
________________________________________________ - ‘ H
"Follow that bird!" E. Everett Evans h (
The last man ln the world sat alone o H
in a bar on Xmas eve, 5
There was a nog at the door, A

Dean Grennell :

The last man on earth sat alone in
a candy store. :
There was a nougat the door.

James R, Adams
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Well, HUMBUG will have one more lssue,
out this month, and then goodbye., 0ld Kurtz-
man owes too much to the printers, and in
plain words, he's throwing in the towel,
?ign shame as I 1like 1t much better than
IAD

There lsn't much happening as far as New
Yorlzs 1s concerned in the way of fannish 1ln-
terest. Not that interests me, anyway. A& °
few faneds are changing names of fahzlnes,
‘and others are taklng over fanzines, but
that's all dull to me. These New York per-
" sonnel are very confusing fans and every-
one but Ron Smith Just seem to throw thelr
zlnes togethér over a weekend. /The zines
look 1like it, too, RSC/ I could tell of
the parties I go to down in Greenwich Vil- °
lage. They certalnly aren't dull. Confusing,
but not dull,

I'd just as soon stay out of the Kyle
business, for 1t's little more than a farce.
Kyle pulled a fast one, so more power 1o
him 1f he can get away wlth 1t. Frank
Dletz says 1t'll be twd years before Kyle
ever gets him to court; then the whole
thing wlll most lilkely be tossed out., Blg
Joke. Some people who are supposed to be
known as mature adults are pretty silly.

A lot of fans come here on weekends; Lin
Carter, Ron Smith and Dave MacDonald, the
intelliigent ones, Then, Ghod, there's
Jesse Leaf, who ls a young, not too bad
teenager; Andy Relss who is nice...loud but
nlce. Then there 1s fourteen year old Les-
lie Gerber who 1s LOUDER and an i1diot, The kid knows more big words than
I could imagine but lacks any common sense, /Yes, we corresponded, brief-
ly. He doesn't 1like me, RSC/ :

1MONSTER PARADE out next week with a very pretty colored cover, not
black and white as I origlinally thought. #2 will have an Emsh cover and,
I believe I'11 be doing an 1llustration for the second 1ssue also, /From
a later note...,/ Not too many fans cared for the magazine, Too childlish,
The storles are awful trlte and pulplsh. This mag and INFINITY are the
only two I'll be working for till I find some free time. Fandom keeps me
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gso damn busy and the thing 1s, I llke working for fandom a lot more than
prozines, Don't ask me why when I get paid for pro work, :

Richard R, Smith’ and I have flnhally gotten together on the comic strip
deal with his agent, now my agent as well, Our hero: RICK POWERS. This 1s
what's keeplng me so busy lately. Have some fifty panels to do as samples
within a month and that 1sn't an easy thing to do after workling all day.
But, if this thing sells, I'll be rolling ln that good 0ld green stuff,
You always said I had a comic book style and I agree. I llke tight draw-
ings, but now and then I like to get away from it and do some other type.
Doing wash drawings for men's magazines interests me also and I'm doing
some samples along that line.

Then, SATA has to be done. I'm pushing most or at least part of the
artwork on that off to George Barr, the best fan artist I've seen, bar
none, and that includes Austin, Hunter and Cobb, Pearson has fllpped over
him and insists I stop messing around and do some good art, Sometimes I
don't think he's grateful for my efforts and I do some of my better art
for SATA, t00..... '

Nothing new on the Mercury magazines, VENTURE and F&SF, They're hang-

ing by their thumbs. ° : 37758

If I find the time, I might be doing work 4ﬁn
for GALAXY and/or ASTOUNDING next month.Plan G
on staying here till Oct. at least. /From a LT
1ater NobEe s s s 100 returning to Arizona //;Effy
Sept. 15th. Of course I m returnlng to New ; (;:: (®
York wilthin a year most likely, I have an i

1dea what all the magazines want and when T /77

return I'1l be ready to be a full time pro. &/ y i
Say, can I be considered a pro 1f I sell CQJC(Y\ ~ N\

to ASTOUNDING? How's about a BNF? No? Oh / 5 4N%

well, How does one become a BNF anyway? I'd :

rather just be a concelted X1d I guUESSsscses

noticed in one of the Callf. zines that Redd .\

Boggs cut me down for llking Presley. Some ¥
thing sbout teenggers defending the country. a)
Wonder if he thinks he could do a better Job ¢,§
than Presley or me, I may act llke a teen- §

ager but ' I'm in my early twentles and I made
sergeant, three stripes in 18 months and
that's the fastest one can do... SKYHOOK 1s
a good zlne, but I'd say Boggs knows no more
of what he's talking about than I do.

INSIDE 1s finally finished and willl be
off to the printers soon and out in August,
I guess. Takes about a month to get 1t back
from the printers, for they're in St. Louls.

£ g
\
S o —”
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You mean there lsn't a printing establish-
nment in New York Clty?

Meesseyou're too hasty altogether, Mr,
Coulson." e s sJack Mann
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BYy— joe lee sﬁanc/ers

When from the trials and cares of life
I rested longer than men should,
I sampled of the darkest drink
And thought that 1t was altogether good,

The town below my mountaintop retreat--

A tiny hesp 0f thrown-together things—-
Wes ruled, I knew, from far away

By Wizards of the Magzlc Ring,

I flung a challenge at the gods;

They answered with a look of final hush,
My eye no longer saw the light of day,

My ear no longer heard the slnging thrush.

I felt the reaper's gliding scythe,
Ity soul was bathed In dying paln,
But with g breath of Living Death
My body rose azaln.

A word for thought I leave with thee
So, to my warning, hark, -

abhor the shadow of the night,
And shrink from knowledge dark,



THE BALLAD OF LITTLE BILLY RUMBLEGUTS

/idote: all you people who disliked the story can skip this page...some
people not only liked 1%, but added a verse or two to the ballad. And a
warning to those who dld like it —- no further verses will be published,
So don't bother sending them in, RSC/

Little Bllly Rumblaguts Little Billy Rumbleguts

Stowaway wes he ; Proferred one last suggestion

Saved the ctew, when off he flew Be careful when you eat me,

On the Nell, you see. I cause gcld indigestion.

Little Billy Rumbleguts Little Bllly Rumbleguts

Herolec 1llttle mahn Isn't feeling well -

Soared the stars, up to Mars And since I've eaten Billy

For he was a fan. My stomach feels 1like hell,

Little Billy Rumbleguts Little Billy Rumbleguts

The spaceway tralls flew Departed, bless his soul,

With fabled ease, he saved X-T's Remains with us t1ll morning

'T111 landing in a_stew, ) : T11l we flush him down the bowl,
R. Warwick, Jr. Nick & Noreen Falasca

T s T S T T T S S . S S B T S e e S i e S S et

CHEMICAL STFINITIONS
The entire responsibillty for these rests with Bruce Pelz,

Chloring . gedd pah one va CRlOPO e DUEESE o ) i e ot pds EAVE SallG PIE
Cermanlllle < &ie. s o oe bee ey B Moc Nifrogeheecsssasssesexplosive liquor
Hallde....ssesChinese frat outling CatalySteeseesseeesssfelline pedipgree
Hethant s vesmss oo s s plvil BB JORTSEEBGREC - 5o, o e b Eano. neve
Hydrazine.....mnag for skin-divers Olefif.....large animal with trunk
Iodide,,.dJuno got mad at her R I BTG s o avs e o0 el igasel ke DICICANEOELIAC
Polysaccharide.,...put the parrot in the bag for the trip
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RECOMMENDED READING

FADS AND FALLACIES IN THE NAME OF SCIENCE by Martin Gardner (Dover,$1.50)
This 1s the "expenslive paperback™ type binding, With reasonable care,
1t willl last as long as you went 1t, Thls belongs on the shelf of every.
stf fan.....Gardner tazke$s up all the cults that have been associated
with, or mention 1in, stf, and adds a few that I'd never heard.of before,
If 1t has a drawback, it 1s the fect that Gardner ls as much bilased in
favor of "orthodox" sclence as Charles Fort was blased against 1it. But
this needn't stop you from enjoying the book, for Gardner's exposés of
diangdtics, Shaverlem, Lawsonomy, fundaméntallsm, flylng saucers, psi °
povers, the Gravity Research Foundation, food faddlsts, medical cults,
and mahy more are pure entertainment, even 1f you happen to believe 1n
one of the theories he ls taling apart. RSC
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GRUMBLINGS)

BETTY KUJAWA, 2819 Caroline, South Bend 1L, Indlana

Have been corresponding with Elinor Poland since she joined fandom -
nice gal, by the way - has a mind and uses 1t. She writes that she 1s
sending you some of her poems - wanted to know just what type you liked
—-— have been dlgging thru all my back issues of YANDRO -~ am am@zed at
the hlgh quality of the poems and verses therein!!

JOHN KONING, 318 So, Belle Vista, Youngstown 9, Ohlo

Elinor Poland (you know, one of those NFFF people) mentioned that
she'd love to see a copy of YANDRO but understood they were hard to get.
I told her to wihite you about 1t, so psrhaps you can use the subber....
SETH A. JOHNSON, 339 Stlles St., Vaux Hall, New Jersey

I am going to take the liberty of forwarding your letter to Elinor
Poland who will no doubt want to meet you vla the malls.,

/As we've recelved nothing from Elinor to date, I sort of doubt her anx-
lety to meet me, but by God everybody else sure seems eager for us to
get together! RSC/ ' : '

FRED W. ARNOLD, RFD 15, Box 368, Richmond, Virginla

In the June issue of the ATLANTIC there is an article by Guy Dumur
called "The House of Galllimard", which may be of Interest to your read-
ers, On page 34 author Dumur is talklng about a joke played on the
French writer Jean Paulhan: "Only recently some young writers had a post
card printed up whilch they sent around to their frlends., On one side it’
contalned nothing but the words: 'Jean Paulhan does nhot exlst,'! Paulhan,
however, was flattered by this delicate attention. !'This has never been
sald except of God and myself,' was hls characteristic retort.”

I think you wlll agree that Paulhan should have sald, "God, nmyself
and Alan Dodda." ' :

DONALD FRANSON, 6543 Babcock Avenue, North Hollywood, Calif.

Harion Bradley's interesting article on astronomy reminded me of one
of my pet peeves in sclence flction (6f which I have a kennelful); sto-
ries which mention in the same breath, "Sirius, Vega, Arcturus and the
rest of the Galaxy", which is 1lile saying "New York, Hackensack, Jersey
City and the rest of North America."

I wouldn't be caught dead with an astrology magazine. Must you con-
sult them for planet posltions? What's the matter with SKY AND TELE-
SCOPE? Let's have some loyalty to Stience. Quit buylng astrology books
and subscribe to Campbell's fanzine, JOURNAL OF THE INTERPLANETARY EX-
PLORATION SOCIETY,

/What's wrong wlth astrology mags? Some of them have beautiful Finlay
lllustrations, Incldentally, this 1s as good a place as any to inform
Marlon that so far we have half a dozen positlve requests for a column
on Satanism, and hobody opposed. RSC/ ' _

BOBBY GENE WARNER, 745 Eldridge St., Orlando, Florida

«es+¢50 I sat down, penned a letter to my oldtilme frlend, Claude Raye
Hall, edltor of MNUZZY, He was rather surprised that I wanted to return




‘from my relatively obscure position, and offered to publish sébme of my
recent material and furnish me with some markets. Thils he'dld, and now
I'm groping my way back into the erratic land of Fanzines, Edltors-S5tf,
ete. I Tind things changed —— and how! I'm looking for more and more
markets; and I would appreclate any help along these llnes that you,
could furnish. I only know of perhaps half a dozen zlnes, and I'm turn-
lng out material too repldly to keep circulating within this circle.
/Okay, fellow-editors, there you are. I've only seen two of Bob's sto-
ries; one of them will be in YANDRO sometime., Good fictlon writer, from
what I can tdll. RSC/ '
JOHN W, THIEL, 2934 Wilshire St., Markham, Illinols

I'd like to ask for more Thomas Stratton in YANDRO, I've missed them
sorely; 1t seemed to be a part of YANDRO in the past, and in those neo-
fannish days the humorous movie reviews were my favorite part of the
magazine, even though I had hardly grown out of the horror movle stage
when I joined EISFA and fandom, Another thing...I think Larry Bourne
was right when he sald YANDRO'Q lost some of its personality. The only
resemblance between your fanzine now and the old YANDRO are those edl-
torial cartoons (the best art in the issue). Whatever happened to those
two gastronomlcally contented Bems on yours, tho?,..and somethlng else
vet...Howcum you answer gll the letters these days? I enjoyed Juanita's
replies too, and I do wish she would handle the letter column sometlmes,
Juanlta 1s Just not around enough. o
/John also asked that we not print his letter —— usually we follow any
guch request, but I'd already typed it up before I notlced his note...
and since he hadn't sald anything libelous, I see no harm in letting 1%
stand. Besldes, there might be a few other o0ld readers who are wondering
gbout some of those questions, Briefly, there are no more Thomas Strat-
ton movle reviews because Thomas and Stratton seldom see the same movies
anymore., There is some half-finished T,S, material around, though, so
we'll see.....I thought those same Bems every issue were getting monot-
onous, 60 1n a moment of madness I asked Juanita to do a different car-
toon for Rumblings, She sald she'd do 1t if I would think up the ldeas,
and now I spend half an hour or so every lssue trying to think of a col-
umn headlng. I'll see about getting Juanita to answer some of the let-
ters sometime, Didn't realize I'd taken over so thoroughly. RSC/
NICK & NOREEN FALASCA, 5612 Warwick Dr., Perma 29, Chlo |

I'm particularly interested ln the argument over Von Braun, (1). He
was once a Nazi. (2). He 1s now an American citizen, (3). If 1t wasn't
for hls Redstone missile we would still be lookling foolish., (U4), Von
Braun has little to do with engine design, That 1s left to the alrcraft
companies and consultants from Cal Tech, Von Braun is primarlly an air-
frame designer,

about the morality of Von Braun., I doubt that he particularly cares
who or what country he works for so long as he has equlpment to work
with, He joined the Nazl party at an early age, not out of any sympath-
ies with Hitler but because he had conned Hitler into thinklng something
could be done with rockets. This was pretty good, because Hitler was
pretty much down on scientists, When he first started with Poland, all
sclentists and techniclans were conscripted and sent to the front with
a great percentage of the physisists killed in the early stages. Yet 1t
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still.be

cah be shown that Von Braun was a glfted -
talker and could convince Hitler of al-
most anything. Goerling, although high in
the hlererchy, wes unable to dissuadeElt-
ler. Goering figuratively crled wlhcnever
he saw a V2, go up because he could think
of 1t o8 only one less Messerschmidt at. .
hls command. In "Rockets, Mlissilées And
Space Travel", the first edition, Von
Braun comes off poorly, but in later re-
vised efditions Willy's attitude has
changed, so that at one time you could
read "that nazl, Von Braun" to0 the most
recent "Werner and I". Werner, I think,
would go to the Russians immediately 1T
he thought they would give him a free
hand to control his project. The V2 was

a blt of cold calculation on hls part.

He ls a cold man, bent on space travel,
He 1s definlitely a man without a country.
Take him for what he 1s, but leave poll-
tlecs out of the dlscusslon because I
doubt if he has much use for 1i%.

The only conventions I know of that.
lost money were New York, Phllcon II,and
London, Cleveland was qulte successful,
Lfter all conventlon expenses, we had
enough money left over to pay for ALL
the liquor and¢ mixes at the open party
1n the Cleveland Con Sulte. NO ONE was
turned out and no one was refused drinks;
this lasted for four days. After we pald
this bill we sti1ll had $138 left over.
We sent $50 on to New York and kept (83
for some emergency. It takes a slkillful
bungler to lose nmoney at a convention,
There 1s only one rule to follow. Don't
promlse anything to the hotel that you
aren't absolutely certain you cen deliv-
er and don't spend more money than you
have.

I think that Southgate is golng to do
better thancons have been for the last
few years. They're golng about the thing
pretty soundly., Of course they're fight-
Ing the dimlnishing auctlon trend. Art-
work Just 1sn!'t avallable as it once
used to be. The auctlon was once the big
money getter at a con but this sltuation
no longer exists. There are NO magazines
\*\a, that want to glve away cover art. More
N> 7 =«

“\_“ ~7~0ften, the case 1s that they buy only the
lsigﬁright to reproduce and the dover art goes
S~ back to the origlnal artist. ‘
o Back to folk musie, I'm fasclnated by
this Ox Driver's Bit, I wonder What cual-




iflcatlons the singer should have, to do "The One-Balled Rellly"?

/I noticed that in one intéerview, Von Braun, speaking of the German sci~
entists who went to Rusgia, sald that he was happy that he'd cous to tos
U.S, ~- besause the Russians didn't let the Germans do any actual worxg,
He gave noO oTHer reafon. Roo/ 4 S | G
RON BILNEIT, 7 Southway, Arthurs hve., Harrogate, Yorks., England

I'd like to try this exchange teachers lark, but 1t needs much more
going into than can be seen on the surface. I gather it's’a high price
to have to pay for the experience, for as I understand 1t, agpart from
a small allowance, one has to pay his own fare and only gets the same
rate of pay he would get here, Thls means he has to cchtend wlith Us
prlces on Britlsh pay (with deductlons off I eiear around a hundred 7
dollars a month). I think my educatlon authoritles inslst on flve years
experience too, four of which must have been spent with this authorlty.
I'11 have this time behind me 1ln two years' time, We'll have to wailtl un-
t11 then, \

/That pay rate doesn't seem fair at all. Surely any teacher, exchange or
not, should be peld by the lnstitution he 1s working for at the time, at
the normagl ratve of pay of that institutlon. Someone should investigate
this.......an international teachlng scandal, no less! RSC/

RICH BROWJ, 127 Roberts St., Pesadena 3, California

Say, does YANDRO oet to the script writers of Red Skelton and/or
Steve Allan? Was just wonderlng, since Joe Sanders' stefinition was used
on the Steve Alian show the other night, and nmy quote was used on the
Red Skelton show. /No, we Just happen to use old jokes. RSC/

Hate to correct anybody, but Bob Gilbert is a professional artist.’
No, he hasn't s0ld any art to the prozines, but he has sold paintings,
ete. /ALl right, Hr, Gilbert, I extend my apologles. You are a profes-
slonal artist,.....now will you send us some more artwork? RSC/

Why, within two months I!'1l have CRY in my grimy little paws...then
we'll see what I can do about YANDRO,,..

/CRY in two months, YANDRO in three, and bankruptcy in six....RSC/
ROGER EBERT, W10 E. Washington, Urbana, Illinois

One questlion, and probably a stupld one -- why does Shaw get better
typozrephy for INFINITY than Lowndes ever gets? Adklins says they're both
using the same printer now. /Well, Dan%/

Is there any fact t0 the natlon I have that once somebody says a
certaln mag 1s no good, it lmmedlately becomes less iInterésting than' 1t
was? I liked GALAXY, I liked F&SF.,.right now, I 118t ASF, INIFINITY,
and IF on top., Glad to see Knight take over IF, too.

I can't justify the sclence klck of the latest SF: THE YEAR'S GREAT-
EST, The whole works seems rather watered down and specedlly contrived
this time. ; '

/Watered-down sclence sells, man.....On magazilhes, I pay no attention
to what anyone else says about them, Rlght now, there ate & mags that I
try to read as soon as I get them,....ASF, F&SF, VENTURE, and NEBULA,
The rest of the bunch sometimes silt around on my bookshelves for months
before I get around to reading them, RSC/

COLIN CAMERON, 2561 Ridgeview Drive, San Diego 5, California

Guy's article was qulte true. There is no reason to be complacent
when regarding the quality of s—f films. Makes no difference if the
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malke-up men had 11ttle or rno .on-
ey for their creations, or 1if
they were limlted by the difficul.
ty of maklng sald monster, or 1if
it was their first effort, or any
other reason, It 1s the end re-
sult that counts. The slaving
make-up man 1s golng to get no
thamks from me, unless he actually
makes something worth spendling
my sheckles for. I have to dlisa-
cree with Guy about "King Kong"
being the only worthwhlle s-f
f1lm as far as animation. Sure,
"King Kong" had terrific anima-
tion, But look at "One Mllllon
B.C.", "Forbidden Planet's" anl-
mation was near to nothing, as -
the Id beast was only seen once,
being drawn. The fllm was still
better than any other which ap-
peared that year because of the
special effects, the "sehse of
wonder" (corny but true), and the
suspense and excltement of the
chase scene, The view of the in-
terior of Altalr L4, with those
huge chalns, globes of light, ma-
chines, and trick lighting,really
d1d look 1like it was sevefal miles across and hundreds of mlles deep.
/According to Bob Gilbert, "One Million B,C." was not animated at all,
Those animals were real animals, with a few extra fins, horns, spines,
or what have you glued on, Some of the trick photography was good; some
wasn't. Speaiking of make-up men, how d1d you like "The F1ly"? I thought
it was a nice job -- particularly after some of those crummy werewolves
I've seen recently. Only trouble was, this time the fantasy element 1s
reasonably well handled, but the ordinary human relatlons are botched.
Guess I'1l have to stick to British films, RSC/

BILL CONNOR, 3320th. USAF Hospital, Amarillo AFB, Texas’

The Southwestcon has been over for several weeks now, but I am still
on the wagon and intend to remaln so. I drank a wee blt more booze there
than I should have and by the third day of the con I was looking and
feellng like a fugitive from The Lost Weekend. '

Desplte my lndisposition on the last day, I had a flne time there.
True, the con was marred by vandalism and the theft of {34 worth of
booze, and the attendance wasn't near as good as expected., Zut we man-
aged to have a swinging time of 1t anyway.

I found that 4e Ackerman isn't such a_ "dirty pro" after all -- I ra-
ther like the guy myself and I'm willing to forgive him for belng such
an atroclous punster. Forry and Marion Z. 3radley were much more fannlsh
than I had expected them to be. They remained at the partles in Reamy's
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‘room until the festivlitles broke up for the night., /Marion wasn't there

for the party....she was walting for a chance to catch a few neofans
alone. She eats them, you know, R8C/ I was converted to something of a
foll music fan after hearlng MZB sing. Her rendition of some of the
songs from Manly Wade Wellman's John storles was haunting.

The programmed part of the SWC didn't seem to come off too well maln-—
1y because the fans present seemed to feel that they wanted to do as
they pleased, and no do things merely to please the con committee.When
each event was ready to talke place, the standard proceedure was to wait
until a sufficient number of fans had been rounded up and pleaded with
to attend the function., I'm much more in favor of the Midwestcon type
of formula of only one mcheduled event - the banquet. Then the fans can
do what they please to do, slnce they seem bent on doing this anyway.

I'm zlad to see that Dave Jenrette settled this Von Braun hassle with
his reasoning in the last 1ssue./hah! RSC/ I was getting rather tired of
the whole thing myself. It seems to me that there will always be strife
between peoples and nations until we have a world government with power
over lts subject nations. Instead of the veto Jjammlng up the works,there
should be a 2/3 majority rule. If the majority of nations feel that the

. US should withdraw from Lebanon, then we should withdraw. The US, once

champlon of revolution against the monarchles seems now to be the champ—~
lon of those governments that offer us the best deal 1n trade relatlons.
/This 1s known as "political maturity". RSC/ Being a member of the US
military, I have sworn to obey the orders of the Presldent of the US and’
hils appointed: 6fficers — so if I was ordered to Lebanon or anywhere else,
I would have no cholce. But there's -

nothing in the book that says I
have to llke 1%,

Short comments: BEM GORDON sent 2
pages of arguments addressed to
Jenrette...since I considered
them to be more concerned wlth
the rules of debate than with
Von Braun, they've been forward-
ed to Dave. Briefly, Bem felt
that Dave's use of the "fallacy
of division" was lrrelevant,since,
the discusslon was on one par-
ticular indlividual, rather then
of a hypothefical German; that
the bellefs in questilon were
those of Von Braun rather thah
those of the German, Amerlcan,

or any other nationglity. At any

rate, I'm cutting off the Von > -
Braun discussions wlth this 1ls— A e 47
sue, because of the lack of any 8 42%,1"é%%¢p

real information on the subject,

I wouldn't have published the Fal- 22, Aok Mo
esca's comments, except that they 7

apreed so perfectly wlth my lideas. Z J
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